WILTON MANORS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

“Coral Estates subdivision”
by Ron Ulm
January, 2025

MINI-ARCHIVE RACKGROUND NOTES

This mini-archive compilation is in response to an inquiry from the homeowner of 2733 NE 18th Terrace for
information regarding the early development of the Coral Estates subdivision on the east side of Wilton Manors.
His home was built in 1957 and unique in that it is two-story. He also asked for any information or resources
regarding his home specifically.

What follows are the plat for Coral Estates from our digital collection, and enhanced versions of selected
newspaper articles downloaded from Newspapers.com.

Based on our research on Newspapers.com and the included documents, here’s a brief summary:

e The subdivision was platted by Albert and Eva Heinermann, Stanley and Evelyn Martin and Rollo and
June Boyd on June 3, 1953. None of these names are historically familiar in Wilton Manors.

e A month or so later ads began appearing for lots for sale in Coral Estates, with Al Heinermann listed as
the owner/developer. A December ad, and later others, noted “No Project Building”; but soon
added “Builders Welcome” (... to purchase lots for development).

The distinction is a bit subtle. “No Project Building” means this is not a “tract homes” subdivision—where
a single contractor pre-builds various models of homes, with very limited choices as to changes to design
or features. Coral Estates homes were “custom”--to the extent that they were constructed to the
homeowner’s specifications after purchase, by their contractor-of-choice. The included January 23, 1954
ad suggests quite a number of builders were constructing true one-off custom homes in Coral Estates.[An
interesting aside, some of the lot ads, like the one included, note “Beautifully Planned with Trees!” The
attached December 1953 Miami Herald article confirms this “amenity”. Perhaps overstated, these
would have been scrub pines set amidst sand, weeds and palmettos. (The Miami Herald article and ad
photos provide a sense of what that terrain looked-like.) Still, in that era it was common for developers
to clear-cut even that spartan landscaping prior to building infrastructure, and later, homes.]

e By March 1954 the first “builder” ad appeared as “King Built Homes”. A few months later came “Ocean
Air Homes”. By the end of 1954 “Miller Construction” joined the group. These seem to have ended up as
a hybrid of “project/tract” vs “custom” -- since you were purchasing the house and lot from the builder,
but limited by the models they were offering and the lots available. Their homes certainly have a
considerable presence in Coral Estates.
[Earlier King had been constructing homes in Melrose Park. This seems to have been Ocean Air’s first
venture under that name. Miller seems to have been headquartered in Wilton Manors-at 209 NE 21
Court.]

e The design, features and price-point were typical of the post-war, baby-boom homes being built in the
area. Some did offer upscale amenities at the time—such as an enclosed garage, landscaping and central
HVAC.

[Looking at the front elevations of the homes in the ads, its unlikely that any of them could have been
remodeled into a two-story like our inquiring homeowner’s.]

e By 1956 the builders’ ads for Coral Estates had disappeared--all the ads in Coral Estates were for resales.
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(The descriptions were all consistent with the King/Ocean Air/Miller-type homes.) Through 1960, we
found no ads for either lots or new construction in Coral Estates.

[In 1956, Ocean Air Homes seems to have moved on to Coral Ridge Country Club Estates, with homes
starting at double the price of Coral Estates. It was also building homes in Plantation Gardens. No more
ads for King Built Homes. Miller Construction seems to have moved on to High Ridge Estates in Pompano.]

Returning to our homeowner’s original inquiry, we would suggest that the home was a true custom, one-
off; built originally as a two-story home in 1957. (While rare anywhere in Wilton Manors at that time,
there were two-story homes constructed in adjoining Coral Point.) The architectural design of the
majority of homes of that era would have made later addition of a second floor a major project.

This suggestion is somewhat supported by Property Appraiser’s Office record of the property.

The effective year generally represents the tax year the building value was extended on the tax
roll for the first time. It is normally the year after the certificate of occupancy was issued for the
building. In some instances, the effective year is adjusted when the property was significantly
renovated or remodeled. This information is not a substitute for official county/city building
department records nor should it be relied upon for insurance purposes.

The effective year built for this property is 1958.

The actual year built for this property is 1957.
As noted, this is not totally reliable data, but there would be an expectation that the addition of a
second floor would be “significant”, and recorded here. We recommend the homeowner possibly
follow-up with the Property Appraiser’s Office.
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