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WILTON MANORS

CONSTANCE RUPPENDER

Moving to Fort Lauderdale in late 1983 during
a recession | was blessed to find a job right
away, and other successes followed. in April
1987, | moved into my home in Wilton Manors
and five days later gave birth to my youngest
daughter, Samantha.

| taught for one year at Fort Lauderdale High School,

then segued into nonprofit work with Easter Seals of
Broward County. | had a few different jobs over the years, including a stint
at ArtServe. My truly formative years was my time spent working for Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society. From 2002 to 2005 | served as executive
director for Old Davie School. During my tenure we moved the 1912 Veile
House onto the school’s site and | got to drive the truck a few feet. It took
a couple of days and it was a media circus and just so much fun. And, we
saved that amazing house.

| joined the staff of Central Broward Water Control District, where | wore
many hats over my 16 years with them. I've served on city boards and
learned to see the 'big picture.” | recognize all the valuable contributions
made by those Wilton Manors residents who came before me. It has been
my pleasure to offer my time and talents for the past twenty-six years; and
| plan to help keep Wilton Manors the great place it continues to be.

Nominated by Wilton Manors Historical
Society E

WILTON MANORS |

Before it was named Wilton Manors, the area in
which Wilton Manors is now located was known

as Colohatchee. This name appeared as the name
of a train stop on the Florida East Coast railroad

in these early days of Floridian development.

The name Wilton Manors was created by a land
developer from Georgia in 1925. Ned Willingham
led the early development of the town, and Wilton
Manors was officially incorporated as a municipality
in 1947.
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Forward to: Broward County Historic Preservation Board (Email: hpb@broward.org)
or C/O Rick Ferrer, Historic Preservation Officer

Broward County, Urban Planning Division

1 North University Drive, Box 102, Plantation, FL 33324

2023 PIONEER DAY NOMINATION AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FORM
In selecting a nominee for Broward County Pioneer, please include as a primary consideration the individual’s
contribution to his/her community. Length of residence in Broward County should not be the basis for
selection. Please include sufficient biographical information of your nominee. One (1) high resolution
photograph and one (1) historical photograph of the nominee is requested for inclusion.

Nominating Entity:

Wilton Manors Historical Society

Pioneer’s Name:

Constance Ruppender

Mailing Address (Including city, state, zip):

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

Telephone and Email:

Place and Date of Birth:

Hopewell, Virginia
February 7, 1951

Date of arrival in Broward County; if born elsewhere:
October 1983

Spouse/Domestic Partner Name:

Widow

Child(rens) Name(s):

Annie and Samantha

Mother’s and Father’s Names:

George & Blanche Langley
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Education:

B.A. in Secondary Education to teach English from Nova University 1993

Memberships/Hobbies/\VVolunteerism:

Member of Wilton Manors Historical Society, Wilton Manors Friends of the Library, Central Area Neighborhood
Association of Wilton Manors (CANAWM), The Opera Society and Soroptimist International of Davie.

Served on the Wilton Manors Planning & Zoning Board 2006-2018 and Financial Advisory Board 2020-Present
President of CANAWM from 2007 to 2015.

Founding Member & President of Art Gallery 21, Inc., a nonprofit working with the Wilton Manors Leisure Services
Department to bring art and cultural events to the island city. Housed in the Island City Cultural Center (former
Woman's Club of Wilton Manors), the gallery has been presenting exhibitions and related workshops and classes
since 2012.

Reminisciences of the Pioneer’s Life in Broward County (please provide 1 early and 1 current photo for publication)

Having lived in Key West from 1975 to 1983, the vibe of Wilton Manors felt like the place for me; laid back, kind of
quirky, very friendly. Moving to Fort Lauderdale in late 1983 during a recession, | was blessed to find a job right
away, and other successes followed. In April 1987, | moved into my home in Wilton Manors and five days later gave
birth to my youngest daughter, Samantha.

My first volunteer job was with Mother's Council in the early 1990s. We were a small group of moms who did bake
sales and hosted small events to raise money for Hagen Park's playground equipment. My favorite memory of
Hagen Park was a giant ficus tree, surrounded by a wooden bench overlooking the seasaws and monkey bars. It's
where we connected, where stuff got done.

Upon graduation from Nova University in 1993, | taught for one year at Fort Lauderdale High School, then segued
into nonprofit work with Easter Seals of Broward County. | had a few different jobs over the years, including a stint at
ArtServe. My truly formative years was my time spent working for Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. Broward
historian Susan Gillis was curator and she was so very generous. Answering hundreds of questions, helping me to
connect the dots, and leading me to love this place | call home.

From 2002 to 2005 | served as executive director for Old Davie School. During my tenure we moved the 1912 Veile
House onto the school's site and | got to drive the truck a few feet. It took a couple of days and it was a media circus
and just so much fun. And, we saved that amazing house.

My final career choice came about when | joined the staff of Central Broward Water Control District, established in
1918, where | wore many hats over my 16 years with them. My favorite thing about my job was the fourth and fifth
grade students | visited each school year, talking to them about what it means to live in the Everglades. They loved
the stories of Napoleon Broward and the adventures of draining the land, and | believe that experience helped shape
their attitudes about Florida's resources.

I've served on city boards and learned to see the 'big picture.' My years on P&Z galvanized what | had learned about
south Florida's history and | discovered what's always been true. Florida's unending war for 'the swamp' is between
development and restoration. | found another path to change. Art. Artists. And, what art does for the spirit. So, |
devote this third act of mine to Art Gallery 21. It's always been a neighborhood gallery, eleven years now, and it's all
about sharing, connecting and being a place to find inspiration. It's a labor of love for me.
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