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“Commemorating the Centennial of the E.J. Willingham's 
Founding of Wilton Manors” 

Town Crier article, images of plat and interpretive markers, 
and related images/links/notes 

by Ron Ulm 
November 2025 

 
 
This compilation begins with the Winter 2025-2026 Town Crier newsletter article about a November 20, 2025 
event in Richardson Historic Park--which commemorated the centennial of the founding Wilton Manors by 
E.J. Willingham. This included unveiling by WMHS of historic interpretive markers re: the Willingham Estate. 
Following the Town Crier article are: 

• WMHS President Mary Ulm's introductory remarks at the event 
• Willingham's 1925 plat of "Unit 1 of Wilton Manors" (with the site of his estate and home highlighted) 
• full-size images of the interpretive markers 
•  a ca 2002 image of the urn stand from the original Willingham property (with the Carriage House in the 

background, and the vacant space between annotated as the site of his estate home) and 
• a photo illustration of the general location of the Willingham estate home in the current Richardson 

Historic Park parking lot and 
• photos of the installed interpretive markers. 

[Unfortunately, due to publication deadlines, the Town Crier article had to be written and 
submitted some three weeks before the event was actually to take place.  The same for the included link to this 
document (which turns out to have been incorrect, but now fixed). This document was also written and initially 
posted to our website in advance of the event--such that it would be accessible to attendees of the event. It has 

since been updated.] 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Looking for more details? 
Click/tap here for a mini-archive of E.J.Willingham's 1926 sales brochure and newpaper ads for "Wilton 
Manors". 

Click/tap here for an article containing a detailed biography of E.J. Willingham (from the 1912 publication 
"Men of Mark in Georgia"); as well as newspaper clippings of E.J. Willingham family obituaries/eulogyies and 
curator notes. 
Click/tap here for an article and images of the restoration/re-purposing of the Willingham Carriage House. 
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https://wmhistory.org/2017-carriage-house-re-purposing-and-restoration-web/
https://wmhistory.org/2017-carriage-house-re-purposing-and-restoration-web/
https://wmhistory.org/1926-willingham-wilton-manors-sales-brochure-and-ads-mini-archive-r/
https://wmhistory.org/ej-willingham-family-biography-obituaries-eulogies/
https://wmhistory.org/2017-carriage-house-re-purposing-and-restoration-web/


Wilton Manors Historical Society Questions or comments? Email us at wmhs@WMHistory.org 

The founding of Wilton Manors came on October 26, 1925 when E.J. Willing-
ham filed the plat for “Unit 1 of Wilton Manors”. 

Willingham was semi-retired as a successful farmer, banker, manufacturer and 
philanthropist from Macon, Georgia. His vision for Wilton Manors was an upscale 
residential suburb—”Fort Lauderdale’s Beauty Spot”. He reserved 40 acres for his own 
estate home and farm on the site. The entrance gateway was built, streets were 
paved, and lighting installed — but the 1926 hurricane and The Great Depression 
upended his plans for further development. 

WMHS, in collaboration with Leisure Services, recently commemorated the cen-
tennial of Willingham’s legacy and vision for Wilton Manors with a reception at 
the Carriage House. This included the unveiling of interpretive markers (below) in 
the Richardson Historic Park parking lot — which document the story of what 
remains of the site of his homeplace. Visit them the next time you are there to see 

the details! Can’t wait to learn more? You can also download them from our website at https://tinyurl.com/100yrsWM

. 

~~from the Winter 2025-2026 Town Crier newsletter~~
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Mary Ulm, President 
Introductory Notes – November 20, 2025 

“Commemorating the Centennial of the E.J. Willingham's 
Founding of Wilton Manors” 

Opening remarks: Good evening, friends and neighbors. Tonight, we 
celebrate 100 years since our beloved city first took root.  

In 1925, E.J. Willingham filed a plat for “Unit One of Wilton Manors” 
dreaming of an upscale, beautifully landscaped suburb. He built towers 
at Five Points—locals called them “the Castles”—to mark the entrance. Roads 
were paved and electricity installed. Though the 1926 hurricane and Great 
Depression ended his plans, his vision left a lasting mark. 

Willingham’s home, demolished in the mid-1980s, once stood in the parking 
lot of this park. His Carriage House, originally his barn, and a stone urn-
stand are living reminders of our history. The Historical Society’s Archivist, 
Ron Ulm, has designed three interpretive markers to document 
Willingham’s presence on this site which have been placed in the parking lot. 

With the City’s blessing, in 2013, the Historical Society initiated the 
restoration of the Carriage House to save the building and give it new life as a 
historic venue. Many of you contributed to our fund-raising efforts and attended 
an event called “Open the Doors” organized in 2015 by Paul Rolli and Bennett 
Quade and also who offered a matching grant.  Don D’Arminio and Marc 
Martorana generously transformed the event into an elegant catered affair.  
In the end, the Historical Society was able to fund roughly half of the 
restoration and the city the other half. In 2017, the ground floor restoration 
was complete, and reborn as the gathering place we enjoy tonight. 

Thank You – Please join me in thanking our City for organizing tonight’s event, 
ably lead by Michelle Parks and her team, and for providing the food. The 
Wilton Manors Business Association, celebrating 75 years of service, is providing 
beer and wine.   
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Acknowledgement of distinguished guests – (those in attendance) 

Mayor Scott Newton, Vice-Mayor Chris Caputo, Comm. Don D’Arminio, Comm. 
Paul Rolli, Former State Representative and Mayor Jack Seiler, Former Mayor 
John Fiore, City Manager Leigh Ann Henderson,  Restoration Carpenter Ted 
Arpin 

Turn program over to speakers: 

 Mayor Scott Newton
 Former State Representative and Mayor Jack Seiler
 Informal presentation by Ron Ulm about E.J. Willingham’s family history

and the development of “Wilton Manors”
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This urn-stand, along 
, with the Carriage 

House, are the last 
vestiges of the 1925 

: homeplace of Wilton 
Manors founder E. J. 

Willingham. 
,i--l WILTON IIW1Nlllll l/llTOAlrnL IOCIID 
~~ https://wmhistory.org 
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[site of the demolished Willingham estate home]

original urn stand from the property image ca 2002
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Approximate location of the Willingham estate home -- 
now the Richardson Historic Park parking lot.

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

Page 10 of 14



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

- 1 ---
• --

- , 

"' ' ' ,.. .. .. . .. __ -
-

. .,. 
·f .~ .::,--.____ 

E.J. Willingham 
d f Wilton Manors 

Foun er o 
Built his house 

On this site in 1925 

,. , 
... , __ .,. _ 

_._;w-.... u•--. '"f .. • _., ... 
Page 11 of 14



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

Page 12 of 14



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

. . 
' \• \. '. 

..__:-., 

~:1 
J,. 

·1 
• 

t 

·~ 
' 

u~ . 1, 
.( . . ., . , '•' 

;, .!. ):. ., . 

~ ~ 

• ' ,.,. ~ - 'h ....... ,,, ~-' '!'• ~-
,i~ -4r l , I - .... ,,,,. • ~. ; (' ..,:f:.~ ,,., ~ ~ . ..., ~' ':'.'•~~·~::..~~· lf' ,JJ' ~~~ • .-~ .. - - ; :r:~ i . 7 ~ ::--• ,. -,,. t . 4 1'...bl" . -41, . .;,~ .,... ~-r 
'"' J'T . ~ F ... ..,_ ' r-1' 

:.r-
• I : 

/ 
.. -~ -- )-.) 1~ 

')'/'f.• J :( . n: ........it.;- Page 13 of 14



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

• 

;~ .., ' i!""'~ ~"4i,;-/" 

Page 14 of 14




