~~from the Winter 2025-2026 Town Crier newsletter~~

Commemorating the Centennial of the Founding of “Wilton Manors”

anrET The founding of Wilton Manors came on October 26, 1925 when E.J. Willing-
WIEron OANORS ham filed the plat for “Unit 1 of Wilton Manors”.
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i 7o VEoPMENTCO Willingham was semi-retited as a successful farmer, banker, manufacturer and
philanthropist from Macon, Georgia. His vision for Wilton Manors was an upscale
| residential suburb— "Fort Lauderdale’s Beanty Spot”. He reserved 40 acres for his own
| estate home and farm on the site. The entrance gateway was built, streets were
paved, and lighting installed — but the 1926 hurricane and The Great Depression
upended his plans for further development.

WMHS, in collaboration with Leisure Setvices, recently commemorated the cen-
tennial of Willingham’s legacy and vision for Wilton Manors with a reception at
the Carriage House. This included the unveiling of interpretive markers (below) in
the Richardson Historic Park parking lot — which document the story of what
remains of the site of his homeplace. Visit them the next time you are there to see
the details! Can’t wait to learn more? You can also download them from our website at https://tinyurl.com/WM100yrs
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