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WILTON MANORS 

JOSEP!-1 L. GALLEGOS 

JOSEPH GALLEGOS graduated from the University 

of Florida in 1972 w ith a B.A. in Political Science 
and a minor in Secondary Education, earning state 
certification. He later earned a Master of Public 
Administration from Florida International University 
in 1982. 

In April 1999, he began what would 
become a 16-year tenure as City 

Manager of Wi lton Manors. "I had the great fortune to work 

with elected officials and department directors who, despi te 
differing views, always came toget her for the good of the 
city," he reflects. 

Under his leadership, Wilton Manors 

\

transformed from a quiet bedroom community 
into a vibrant Urban Village. The rise of Wi lton Drive as 
an entertainment and economic hub marked a turning 
point in the city's renaissance. One of his proudest 
achievements was securing community support for a new 
City Hall, Police Department, and Emergency Operations 

Center-replacing the outdated 1957 facility. "It took a lot of out reach, 
but over 60% of voters said yes." He also oversaw the revitalization of 
t he city's six community parks, now centra l to Wilton Manors' charm. In 
reti rement, he and his wife Hope remain active through t he Kiwanis Club, 
proudly affirming, "Life is just better here." 

Nominated by the City of Wilton Manors and 
Wilton Manors Historical Society 

WILTON MANORS 
Before it was named Wilton Manors, the area in 
which Wilton Manors is now located was known as 
Colohatchee. The name Wilton Manors was created by a 
land developer from Georgia in 1925. Ned Willingham led 
the early development of the town, and Wilton Manors 
was officially incorporated as a municipality in 1947. 
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WHEREAS, Joseph Gallegos served with distinction as the City Manager of Wilton 
Manors for sixteen years beginning in April 1999, guiding the city through a 
transformative era with vision, integrity, and unwavering dedication; and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership, Wilton Manors evolved from a quiet bedroom 
community into a vibrant Urban Village, embracing its growing LGBTQ+ population and 
becoming a model of inclusive redevelopment and cultural vitality; and 

WHEREAS, his tireless efforts led to the revitalization of Wilton Drive as an economic 
and entertainment hub, catalyzing a renaissance that redefined the city’s identity and 
ensured its continued success; and 

WHEREAS, one of his most significant achievements was securing community support 
for a bond issue that enabled the construction of a new City Hall, Police Department, and 
Emergency Operations Center—replacing the aging 1957 facility and providing modern 
infrastructure to serve future generations; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gallegos oversaw the renewal of the city’s entire Parks and Recreation 
system, including major renovations to six community parks, which now serve as vibrant 
gathering spaces that foster connection and civic pride; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gallegos has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to public service 
and professional excellence through his involvement in numerous organizations, such as 
International City/County Management Association (ICMA), Florida City/County 
Management Association (FCCMA) Palm Beach County PBCCCMA, Broward County 
BCC/CMA, Wilton Manors Main- Street Organization, and the Wilton Manors Business 
Association; and 

WHEREAS, in retirement, Joseph Gallegos has remained active in the Wilton Manors 
community, particularly through the Kiwanis Club and its scholarship programs, 
continuing their legacy of service and love for the “Island City”; and 

WHEREAS, we recognize Joseph Gallegos as a Broward County Pioneer for 2025 
honoring his enduring contributions to the City of Wilton Manors and the broader 
Broward County community. His legacy of leadership, innovation, and civic engagement 
continues to inspire future generations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE PROCLAIMED BY THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS 
that Tuesday, October 14, 2025, be designated as:  

JOSEPH GALLEGOS DAY 

in the City of Wilton Manors and ask that everyone join me in congratulating him as the 
Wilton Manors 2025 Pioneer and wishing him the very best in his future endeavors. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of 
the City of Wilton Manors to be affixed on 
this 14 day of October, 2025. 

___________________________________ 
SCOTT NEWTON 
MAYOR  
The City of Wilton Manors 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection Page 3 of 9



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection Page 4 of 9



RETURN FORM BY EMAIL OR MAIL TO: Broward County Historic Preservation Board c/o Rick Ferrer     
Email: hpb@broward.org or rferrer@broward.org 

Mailing Address: Broward County, Urban Planning Division - Historic Preservation Program
1 N. University Drive, Box 102, Plantation, FL  33324 

2025 PIONEER DAY NOMINATION AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FORM 
In selecting a nominee for Broward County Pioneer, please include as a primary consideration the individual’s 

contribution to his/her community. Length of residence in Broward County should not be the basis for 
selection.  Please include sufficient biographical information and 2 photographs of the nominee (1 current; 1 

'historical').

Nominating Entity (Including email, phone number): 

Pioneer’s Name: 

Pioneer's Mailing Address (Including city, state, zip): 

Pioneer's Telephone and Email: 

Pioneer's Place and Date of Birth: 

Date of arrival in Broward County; if born elsewhere: 

Spouse/Domestic Partner Name (if applicable): 

Child(rens) Name(s) (if applicable): 

Mother’s and Father’s Names: 
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Education: 

Memberships/Hobbies/Volunteerism: 

Reminisciences of the Pioneer’s Life in Broward County: 
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Joseph Gallegos - recollections of his time as Wilton Manors City Manager
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	Nominating Entity: Wilton Manors Historical Society 
	Pioneers Name: Joseph L. Gallegos
	Mailing Address Including city state zip: 
	Telephone and Email: 
	undefined: Kingston, Jamaica; October 9, 1949; Father working there at the time, he retired in 1964 and family moved to Miami, Florida.
	Date of arrival in Broward County if born elsewhere: April 1, 1999
	SpouseDomestic Partner Name: Hope R. Gallegos
	Childrens Names: N/A
	Mothers and Fathers Names: Mother: Dorothy V. Power-McCord; Father:Juan J. Gallegos
	Education: High School: Christoper Columbus High School Miami Fl. 1968 Graduation; 

University: University of Florida, Gainesville FL. Graduation in 1972. (BA in Political Science, w/ minor in Secondary Eduction w/ State certification); 

Florida International University:Miami, Fl. Master of Public Administration, Graduation in 1982).
	MembershipsHobbiesVolunteerism: International City/County Management Association (ICMA) 1894 to present; Florida City/County Management Association (FCCMA)1985 to present (President 2014-2015); Palm Beach County PBCCCMA President 1991-1992; Broward County  BCC/CMA) President 2014-2015; The Kiwanis Club of Wilton Manors 1999-2023- President 2017-2018; Wilton Manors Main-Street Organization 2000-2012 - Org. disbanded 2017); Wilton Manors Business Association 2003 -2014); 
	Reminisciences of the Pioneers Life in Broward County please provide early and current photos for publication: Joseph Gallegos City of Wilton Manors Broward County Pioneer for 2025

 I had the privilege of serving as the City Manager of Wilton Manors for sixteen years beginning in April 1999.  It was my great fortune to work with an excellent group of Elected Officials and Department Directors, who may have had different personal views, but always came through to support my team’s vision out of a deep desire to do well for the city, its residents, visitors, and City employees.  

 During my tenure as City Manager, Wilton Manors transformed from a bedroom community to a completely new Urban Village with an increasing gay population. This remarkable renaissance was in large part a result of the Wilton Manors entertainment area pioneers who seized on Wilton Drive as an area of economic growth.  This ushered in a period of unprecedented redevelopment which was essential to the ongoing success of the city.

 One of the greatest challenges I faced as a new City Manager was winning support for and funding to build a new City Hall to replace the deteriorated 1957 structure which no longer adequately housed City Staff and its archival records. Through a lot of personal outreaches with Civic Groups and Neighborhood Associations we were able to gain sufficient community support to pass a Bond Issue that was approved by over 60% of the vote.  In 2010 a New City Hall, Police Department, and Emergency Operations Center was unveiled with great acclaim.

 My most memorable occasions as City Manager were the ribbon cuttings upon the renewal of our entire Parks and Recreation System, especially our six community parks which all underwent a major face-lift within a few short years.  Our parks are now well-used and play host to multiple events that support a sense of community and add to the appeal of our city. 

 In retirement my wife Hope and I have remained active in the Wilton Manors community, particularly with the Kiwanis Club and its scholarship programs.  We love this “Island City” and heartily agree that “Life Is Just Better Here”.


  



