WILTON MANORS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Bradley Airport/Broward Speedway/Lake Lauderdale-Mills
Pond Park/Snook Creek Park
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This compilation begins with the Summer 2026 Town Crier newsletter article “Was there ever an airport and
motor speedway in Wilton Manors?”--about "Bradley Airport" and "Broward Speedway" and their connection
to Wilton Manors’ pioneer Joseph Neville McJunkin.

Following the article are samples of background newspaper articles and ads related to the airport/speedway
[additional clips are available on Newspapers.com]. Also, rare ca 1960 aerial photos of the property; and a
comprehensive history (w/ reminiscences) and photos of the airport extracted from Abandoned & Little Known
Airfields by Paul Freeman. It concludes with articles about the transition of the airport land to become, variously
“Bradley Park”, “Lake Lauderdale Park” and ultimately, “Mills Pond Park”. And finally, stories about the
acquisition of the land for an entrance off Powerline Road; and Wilton Manors “Snook Creek Park” across the
river.

A title search was outside the scope of this project. Available information suggests that the McJunkin family
retained the “airport” part of the property, unused for ten years, until it was sold to the City of Fort Lauderdale
in late 1977—for $1.7 million. It would be another ten years before Mills Pond Park officially opened.

Broward County purchased the “riverfront” portion of the park during the same timeframe--to serve as a nature
preserve/passive park. A 1953 Dolph map shows nearly a dozen individual property owners in that area. Maps
and aerials would indicate that it was also undeveloped land or farmland, with no permanent residents.

Despite some internet sources, the park WAS NOT NAMED FOR THE MILLS FAMILY, who purportedly owned
and sold the land to the City/County. Rather, with some controversy, it was named for a Ft. Lauderdale city
commissioner who championed parks.

Looking for more details?
Click/tap here for more about Wilton Manors pioneer J.N. MclJunkin and his family history.
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From Summer 2026 Wilton Manors Town Crier Newsletter

Was there ever an airport and motor speedway in Wilton Manors?

And the answer to this issue’s question is ... well, close-by. We’ll elaborate through the “McJunkin-Wilton Manors connection”.

In 1919 Wilton Manors pioneer Joseph Neville McJunkin began farming the
land on what is now the site of Ft. Lauderdale High School. He went on to
acquire and operate farmland throughout Broward County. He also ran a
packing house adjacent to the Colohatchee railway depot. He and his family
lived at 644 NE 22nd Drive. He later acquired more land in the Wilton Manors
area. This included what is now Edgewater Estates; the SE corner of NE 26th
St. & NE 15th Ave.; the CVS drugstore site; and what is now Ankr Apart-
ments, the Shoppes of Wilton Manors and east to N.E. 20th Drive.

Most important for our story was his purchase of a 95-acre bean field just
across the river from Wilton Manors—part of today’s Mills Pond Park.

In 1946 McJunkin leased the property to a veteran pilot and flight instructor
from Georgia—Ben Bradley. Bradley started the airfield for training pilots
under the post-war GI bill. By 1953 “Bradley Airport” had expanded—with a
2800 ft paved runway, two hangers with space for 38 aircraft, an apron with
space for several dozen mote, and a combined office/restaurant/training facil-
ity. Also a racing aficionado, Bradley sublet a part of the property for con-
struction of a paved stock car racing track—"Broward Speedway”.

[The two facilities were located in the south half of Mills Pond Park—

beginning at N.W. 19th St and extending to about the center of today’s soft-
ball venue.]

Over the years, the airport was also a regular site for the Ringling Bros and
other circuses and County Expositions. It also hosted parachute competitions. The speedway eventually switched from stock
cars to quarter-midgets and go-karts. It closed in 1960 after neighbors’ noise complaints.

The entire site was zoned “industrial”. Ever the businessman, in 1965, with the coming of the adjacent I1-95, McJunkin decided
not to renew Bradley’s lease. Instead, he demolished the airport buildings and put the property up for sale for $1 million. Brad-
ley moved his operations to Ft. Lauderdale’s new “Executive Airport”—where he was one of the first tenants.

The vacant McJunkin site was later acquired by the City of Ft. Lauderdale; to later became a part of Mills Pond Park (which
opened in 1987). Active and alert, and still a resident of Wilton Manors, J.N. McJunkin passed away in 1988 at the age of 95.

Wilton Manors Historical Society Questions or comments? Email us at wmhs@WMHistory.org
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

Broward Field / Bradley Field, Fort Lauderdale, FL

26.16, -80.16 (North of Fort Lauderdale International Airport, FL)

Broward Field, as depicted on the February 1947 Miami Sectional Chart.

This small general aviation airport was evidently established at some point between 1946-47,

as it was not yet depicted on a 1940 aerial photo, the 1945 USGS topo map, or the August 1946 Miami Sectional Chart.
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

The earliest depiction which has been located of Broward Field was on the February 1947 Miami Sectional Chart.

It depicted Broward Field as having a 3,000' unpaved runway.

Broward Field was not yet depicted on the 1949 USGS topo map.

A 1949 USDA agrial view (from the University of FL Smathers Libraries, courtesy of Chris Kennedy) depicted Broward Field as a simple rectangular grass field,

with a cluster of a few small buildings & hangars on the southeast corner of the field.

A close-up from the 1949 USDA aerial photo (from the University of FL Smathers Libraries, courtesy of Chris Kennedy) showed at least 4 planes parked on Broward Field.

The field was apparently renamed "Bradley” Field at some point between 1947-54,
as that is how it was labeled on the August 1954 Miami USAF Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy).

It had also gained a paved runway, as the Aerodromes table described the field as having 3 runways, with the longest being a 2,600' asphalt strip.

Michael Metzger recalled, “I grew up in Wilton Manors Florida just a few miles from Bradley Field & went to school with Ben Bradley Junior around 1957.
My dad had a hanger & flew out of Bradley Field & have fond memories of the airport.
Ben Bradley Senior had 2 children ... son Ben Junior & a daughter named Piper.
Ben Senior loved planes & mini race cars & he built a oval track on the airport ... clearly visible on [the photo below].

| remember hanging out the airport looking at several of Ben's mini-race cars he kept in hangars right next to planes.”

Alan Reno recalled, “I have many fond memories of Bradley Field, having learned to fly there - my first lesson being on 1/17/57 with my father (Max - a pilot for Mackey Airlines) as my instructor.
We rented one of Ben Bradley's PA-18 Super Cubs. | was 17 years old & a Junior at Ft. Lauderdale High School. | soloed on 3/12/57.
On 6/7/57 | bought a Piper J-3 Cub for $900. | took my Private Pilot flight test with '‘Buzz' Price who was a flight instructor for Ben Bradley on 8/20/57.

The line boy at Bradley Field was Gary Parmateer.”

Alan continued, “One day on 9/7/57 my father was sitting on the fence at the airport watching me do touch & go's
and a man struck up a conversation with him & asked if | would want to fly his airplane (a PA-11 Cub) and do some aerial photography while building my flying time.

This was Jim Smith of Jim Smith Aerial Photos. Of course, | jumped at the chance & | flew for him for 16 months while at\epding my Junior/Senior years of High School.”
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

A circa late 1957 / early 1958 photo by Alan Reno of Jim Smith’s PA-11 on the south side of Bradley's hangars along the road, with the parking lot entrance behind the Piper’s tail.

Alan Reno recalled, “Jim Smith subsequently merged with Bill Bosworth Aerial Mapping Company of Lantana.
Although he had purchased a North American T-6G (N7404C) for high altitude mapping purposes, he did not have a pilot so Jim Smith told him | could fly for him.
My first dual instruction flight in that airplane was conducted on 1/31/59 out of Bradley Field.
| passed my Commercial Pilot check ride on 2/2/59 & started flying for Bill Bosworth.
I soloed the T-6G on 2/3/59 at Bradley Field after 3:20 of dual instruction including 9 landings.
Since | lived in Ft. Lauderdale & Bill's company operated out of Lantana, he let me commute back & forth from Bradley field in the T-6.
| did not receive a salary but flying time was like gold to me & it was a great arrangement for both of us.
| have often wondered if Ben Bradley & the other guys had thoughts of; ‘That 18 year old kid will kill himself flying in & out of this small airport."
The T-6 had 10 times the horsepower that my 65 HP J-3 had, and since it was the advanced trainer used by the military during Ww2,

it could be a handful of airplane operating out of a narrow, paved, 1-runway, airfield.”

/A 1959 photo of Alan Reno in front of Bill Bosworth Aerial Photo Maps' North American T-6 Texan at Bradley Field.

Alan Reno continued, “Part of the fascination with hanging around Bradly Field was the assortment of aircraft based there.
Besides the T-6, there was a Great Lakes biplane, Mooney Mite, a Fairchild 10,
and other assorted transient types such as a clipped-wing Monocoupe, Ryan STA, PT-22, and Ben Bradley had his Grumman F3F (a rare, last-of-the biplane Navy fighters) there for a time.

On occasion, a veteran pilot would put on an aerobatic performance over the field. That was pretty heady stuff for a new teenage fledgling pilot.”
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

/A 9/20/60 aerial photo of Bradley Field (from the FL DOT, courtesy of Brian Rehwinkel).

The single paved runway was evident, as well as the 2 grass runways.

A close-up from the 9/20/60 aerial photo of Bradley Field (from the FL DOT, courtesy of Brian Rehwinkel),

shown8 2 hangars as well as a total of at least 14 light aircraft on the field.
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

The 1962 USGS topo map depicted Bradley Field as having a single paved northwest/southeast runway & a paved ramp on the east side,

and 4 unpaved runways on the west side.

The last depiction which has been located of Bradley Field was on the April 1965 Miami Sectional Chart.

It depicted Bradley as having a 2,600" paved northwest/southeast runway.
Craig Wilbur recalled, “I grew up in the Ft. Lauderdale area & remember Bradley Field, run by Ben Bradley.”

Bradley Field was evidently still open on 6/26/65,
when NTSB records indicated a "Watts Knight Twister" aircraft suffered a ground loop accident at the field,

in which a contributing factor was noted to be the "weeds along runway 3-4' high.”

Bradley Field was evidently closed (for reasons unknown) at some point within the next year,
as it was labeled "Abandoned airport” on the March 1966 Miami Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy).
A contributing factor for the closure of the airport may have been the construction of Interstate 95,

which was built along the western side of the airport property.

Craig Wilbur recalled, “In 1970, | had jury duty for 'land condemnation’ for the 1-95 corridor, which only existed in the Miami & Jacksonville areas.
At that time, very little remained [of Bradley Field]... just remnants of the old runways. The land was sold to make way for I-95.

Ben & family constructed Bradley Aviation at Ft. Lauderdale Executive (FXE)."

The 1999 USGS aerial photo showed that the site of the former Bradley Field had been reused as Mills Pond Park,
with a pond having been built along the northwestern side of the former former airfield.

Not a trace of the former airport appeared to remain.
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Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley

/A 2006 aerial photo annotated by Chris Kennedy to show the outline of the runways of the former Bradley Field.

Not a trace of the former airport appears to remain.

The site of Bradley Field is located northeast of the intersection of Interstate 95 & Northwest 19t Street.
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Ft. Lauderdale News, Aug 2, 1981

Park
held up
by land
battle

By Dennis Kneale
Staff Writer

For want of a tiny triangle of
turf, plans for a massive $5 mil-
lion city-county park have been
stalled.

Since 1978, the city of Fort
Lauderdale and Broward County
have gradually been acquiring
115 acres of scrub land east of
Interstate 95, west of Powerline
Road and north of Northwest
19th Street, at a total cost of $2.7
million.

To develop the park, the joint
venture will cost the city another
$2 million and the county another
$566,000.

But officials say they need the
last small piece — a fifth of an
acre off Powerline Road — to
make the park accessible to the
thousands of people expected to
use it.

The attorneys who own the
triangle refuse to sell, but the
county insists it will buy it. Now
the two sides are locked in an
increasingly bitter land struggle
headed for court — at the ex-
pense of taxpayers.

“I paid $30,000 in cold, hard
cash — I cleared that land,” said
H. Wesley Johnson. “If they think
they’re gonna steal my land from
me, they’re crazy.”

Johnson is a determined, fast-
talking, hard-working lawyer
who shuns three-piece suits in
favor of a dusty cowboy hat and
his junk-car business.

He and his wife, June, also a
lawyer, bought the triangle from
another attorney in May 1980.
Wesley Johnson had just finished
law school. Their dream: to build
a law office of their own on the
tract between a canal and Pow-
erline.

But county and city officials
envision the Johnsons’ land as the
only entrance to the spacious rec-
reational area.

Please turn to page 8B, column 1

‘il- r HRIS WALKER
H. Wesley Johnson says he plans to build offices in this lot, which the county wants for a new park.
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Couple hold key to park p

Continued from page 1B

“We're talking about two-tenths
of an acre. I believe he bought it for
the very purpose of making a profit
on resale to the county,” said coun-
ty engineer Charles Sanzare. “He's
saying he doesn’t want to sell, but
that's the way you do it — until the
money sounds right.”

Wrong, the owner said.

“I definitely would not take
$60,000,” said Johnson. He pulled
out the blueprints for his law office,
which were drafted three months
after he borrowed $15,000 from
relatives, combined it with $15,000
in savings and bought the property.

The drawings show Johnson's vi-
sion: a two-story building of cedar,
glass and concrete; seven parking
spaces for clients; three large,
carefully placed trees for shade.

Park officials have drawings of
their own.

Aerial photographs and ink-
drawn overlays propose a park that
will be known as l.ake Lauderdale.
Two soccer fields, six baseball
diamonds, some tennis and racquet-
ball courts, ample picnic grounds
and launch space for canoes and
paddleboats will comprise the park.
Half of it should be ready by the
end of 1982, park officials estimate.

Using Johnson's land as the en-
trance to the entire park, Sanzare
said, offers the advantage oi access
from a major road — Powerline.
Johnson counters that there is at
least one other entry point —
Northwest 19th Street to 15th Ave-
nue, which now dead-ends direetly
at the park site.

“We need that ingress from Pow-
erline Road,” Sanzare said. “By the
volume of traffic that would be
generated, to have it go through the
residential area (via 15th Avenue)
would be a complete disruption.
We've got to go by Powerline, it's
the only way.

“What makes this all so unique is
it's right in the middle of such a
large population center. You just
can't find land like that anymore,”
Sanzare said.

The park would also be the larg-
est ever built near the pre-
dominantly black northwest neigh-
borhood. “The area is low-income,”
Sanzare said. “You're dealing with
the kind of people who don’t have
the means to entertain themnselves.
They can’t afford it.”

The triangle runs for about 200
feet on the west side of Powerline
Road at about 23rd Street — prime
frontage property, owner Johnson
noted. The tract is 78 feet across at
its widest point, and borders the
canal for 160 feet — another at-
tractive feature.

“It’s a unique piece of property,”
Johnson said.

Last Febryary, the county of-
fered $30,500 for the triangle — a
$3,700 loss for Johnson. Along with
the $30,000 purchase price, Johnson
spent $4,200 for the architectural
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plans and some bulldozer work.

The county upped its offer to
$33,050 in March — still a net loss
of $700 for Johnson. He refused.

“Where did these county people
come from anyway? They must
think I crawled out from under a
rock,” Johnson said.

But officials said the Johnsons
are stubborn. “They never would
counter-offer,” said Ted Schrader,
an assistant county real estate of-
ficer. “They said they'd see us in
court.”

“All of us hold our property sub-
ject to the right of the government
to take it for the good of all,” said

VALLE'S
§ RESTAURANT

Arthur Burrows, the assistant coun-
ty attorney who will face the John-
sons in court. Government wins
most of the time, he said.

But Burrows conceded that the
Johnson case differs from many
disputes — making the court out-
come less than a foregone con-
clusion.

First, Johnson is an attorney.
Under Florida law, property
owners who fight the condemnation
process are reimbursed for all costs
of the legal battle — including
lawyer fees.

That means if Johnson chooses to
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have to pay him between $75 and
$125 an hour (the average range)
for legal work, Burrows said.
“That's a very interesting point,” he
said.

The point hasn't escaped John-
son.

“See, if it turns out to be a long
case, it could run $30,000 just in
legal fees,” Johnson said. “That
goes into my pocket if I represent
myself."

For decades the parcel was nev-
er recorded in official land files.
The first mention of it came 11
years ago: ““a portion of tract a,

represanh ST 15 CPHRG Al SBRTEROTERgicTbesipstyes Uion Oil
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Co. of California sold it to a local
land company for $5,000.

In 1978, Fort Lauderdale of-
ficials had an opportunity to buy
the triangle — and didn't. They
were in the process of acquiring 78
acres for $1.7 million from Realtor
Richard Geisinger and his partner,
lawyer John E. Morris Jr. of Fort
Lauderdale.

Morris and Geisinger owned the
triangle at the time, and wanted
$45,000 for it. But the city didn’t
-buy it because another parcel sepa-
rated it from the acreage, Geis-
inger said. When the middle parcel
was finally purchgsed this year, the

Attorneys’

POWERLINE ROAD

Staff map by LARRY GEYMAN

The county wants to purchase the small
triangle of land (B) as an entrance area

million park in Northwest Fort

Lauderdale, but the couple who own it
say they don’t want to sell it. If the
county takes the case to court, it may be
forced to pay the couple legal fees,
because both of them are lawyers.

attorneys’ triangle came into the
picture, he said.

Most eminent domain battles
never get this far, said Burrows,
who hopes to have the case heard
before the end of the year. More
than 65 percent are settled before
any court threat, and half the court
cases end up being settled before a
jury is asked to make a decision.

Johnson vowed to fight all the
way.

*“Had they come to me nicely in
the beginning they probably could
have worked something out.,” he
said. “But they told me | couldn't
win. That's it — right there ”



Fort Lauderdale News, Monday, May 20, 1985

Plans are taking shape
lakeside park

for new

By Ellen Stein
Staff Writer

Motorists driving north on Inter-
state 95 just before the Oakland
Park Boulevard exit can see the
piles of dirt and the narrow canal.

That’s the home of Fort Lauder-
dale’s newest park.

It doesn’t look like much now,
* recreation officials admit. Nor has
the - fallow farmland looked like
very much since the city and
Broward County began acquiring
the land in 1977.

But plans for development of the
125-acre Lake Lauderdale Park on
property that was shared by a farm
and the former Bradley Airport are
finally within a realistic grasp.

City commissioners in April
agreed to a joint contract with
Broward County to begin to mold
the land into a park that will in-
clude everything from nature trails
to modern sports facilities.

The pact now only has to be ap-
proved by Broward County com-
missioners. And that could occur as
soon as Tuesday, a county parks
official said. That would signal the
development at a triangle of land
within the boundaries of Northwest
19th Street on the south, I-95 on the
west and the south fork of the Mid-
dle River on the east.

“It has been a long time in the
running, but I think it worked out
well,” said Jamie Hart, the man-
ager of Snyder Park and one of the
city’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment officials working on Lake
Lauderdale plans.

“Money was a major obstacle,”
Hart said.

The city never had the estimated
$7 million to $10 million needed to
develop its 85-acre portion of the
park that it purchased for $1.7 mil-
lion in 1978. d

Now an agreement for the
Broward County government to
contribute $1.3 million to begin
development of the park is being
reviewed by the county’s planners
and legal staff.
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Staff map

Map shows location of planned
lakeside park.

In turn, the city has agreed to
open the park to countywide public
use and develop the remainder of
the park.

The county’s money, which in-
cludes about $800,000 from a 1978
bond issue, would be used to build
an entrance station, roads, electri-
cal amenities and parking.

The county also would contribute
another $550,000 granted by the
state’s Department of Environ-
mental Resources to develop 41
acres the county purchased adja-
cent to the city’s portion of Lake
Lauderdale for about $1.1 million.

The county’s land would consist
primarily of a nature reserve.
Plans call for about 2,000 feet of
nature walks, a small classroom for
nature exhibits and picnic areas.

“It’s a real good venture from the
city and county cooperative ef-
forts,” said Jim Clark, superinten-
dent for planning and design for the
county’s Parks and Recreation De-
partment. “We think it’s in the best
interest of the public to have one
operator. They [Fort Lauderdale]

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collecton
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needed it for active sports, and we
wanted to preserve it for our
resources.” /

But while the county has the
money to develop its portion of the
park, the city’s financial picture
has not changed, Hart said.

Plans are on the shelf that call
for at least six softball, baseball
and soccer fields, a motocross bike-
racing area and boating facilities.
But a way to finance this portion of
the development still has not been
determined.

But the park’s targeted opening
date of June 1987 may provide the
key for the city to carry out its
development plans. i

“It would open the park for activ-
ities such as concerts, mini-carni-
vals and events where we could
generate revenue to proceed with
other development such as
ballfields and swimming,” Hart
said. “The key to the whole develop-
ment of the park is the county’s
cooperation, and money, which is
what we’ve lacked since 1978.”

According to Hart, it will be the
park that creativity built.

“I find it challenging. If someone
gave me $10 million it would be
easy,” Hart said. “You have to work
with the resources you have.”

Development of some of the
sports fields will come from reve-
nues raised when the park opens.
But a major sports complex geared
for adult softball leagues may de-
pend on the success the city has
striking yet another agreement.

“Since we don’t have the funds
for a softball complex, the second
phase could be leased to a private
developer,” Hart said. ‘‘There
would be no other facility like it
around. It would have a restaurant,
capabilities for social activities, al-
most as though it were a club for
adult softball leagues. Private
agencies can provide the funds for
quality recreational facilities.”

-



WHY THE JOHNSON PROPERTY
IS A JEWEL
{AND LET’S PRESERVE THE
WINTER HOME OF THE
GREAT GREY HERON)

By Vice Mayor Gary Resnick

On the west side of Powerline Ave, at the south tip

of Wilton Manors, there is a
small parcel of property known
as the Johnson Property. This
property is located just south of
a convenience store. The major-
ity of the City Council agreed
with the City Manager’s recom-
mendation and voted recently
to acquire this property — by
eminent domain if necessary.
We offered $90,000 for the
property. While the property is
not very large — only about one-
half acre — it is integral to my
vision for the future of our parks
and our City, and wiill truly be a
beautiful addition.

There are three reasons Johnson is so key. First
and foremost, Johnson offers access to our waterways.
The back of Johnson is on the North Fork of the Mid-
dle River, the western border of our City. In fact, we
use the Johnson Property now as a canoe launch for
our annual boat race. The waterway there is particu-
larly scenic, and is home to numerous birds and wild-
life, including a particularly loud Great Grey Heron that
I have come to know over the years. This real
“snowbird” makes its home here from December to
May every year and probably began “wintering” in Wil-
ton Manors long before many of us lived here. | truly
look forward to seeing this magnificent bird every win-
ter — it provides continuity and stability in the other-
wise rapidly changing Florida landscape. In recogni-
tion of the importance of preserving this waterway,
Broward Urban River Trails identified the North Fork of
the Middle River as eligible for grants for beautification.

The second reason Johnson is so important is that
it is in an area that needs the City’s help. Many of the
homeowners in and around Powerline have done a
great job fixing up their homes and adding attractive
landscaping, but with some neglected business and
apartment buildings, this area is one of the City’s most
challenging. By taking over the Johnson Property, the
City would protect it from further commercial develop-
ment (the property is actually zoned commercial) and
beautify an otherwise neglected area of Powerline. Be-
cause the owners pay relatively little property taxes
(less than $400/year), we would not be losing signifi-

cant revenue.

Johnson is also important because the property sits
on the southwest border of Wilton Manors. One of
my goals that actually came out of the visioning work-
shops several years ago is to create attractive entrance-
ways to the City. The Johnson Property would allow
us to create a beautiful entranceway, along the same
theme of the other entrances to the City, so that visi-
tors and residents alike would realize that they were in
Wilton Manors.

As the “Island City,” what makes our City’s recrea-
tion areas so unique and particularly inviting is the wa-
ter. (After all, Weston and Sunrise can’t offer parks

with canoe access.) Colohatchee
Park, on the east of the City,
with its frequently used boat
ramp just received a face lift. The
majority of the Council approved
the new boardwalk there specifi-
cally to provide a view of the
River. With the opening of Donn
Eisele Park off NW 29" Street, we
now offer another park with a
boat ramp for access to the
River. The Johnson Property
would further integrate our parks
and the waterway, moving us
further toward my vision of a
park system that offers walking
and water trails around the entire City, something to
truly celebrate.

The Johnson Property would add a gem to our
park redevelopment. Of course, we would be using
bond funds (Johnson was listed in the referendum
among the parcels we would seek to acquire and was
listed as a prior-
ity because of
its water ac-
cess), and the
City will seek to
obtain County
and other fund-
ing that may be
available.

If you have
any questions
about this is-
sue, or about
any other issues
in the City,
please do not
hesitate to con-
tact me.

As always,
thank you for
your input and
support.
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