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This compilation begins with the Summer 2026 Town Crier newsletter article “Was there ever an airport and 
motor speedway in Wilton Manors?”--about "Bradley Airport" and "Broward Speedway" and their connection 
to Wilton Manors’ pioneer Joseph Neville McJunkin. 

Following the article are samples of background newspaper articles and ads related to the airport/speedway 
[additional clips are available on Newspapers.com].  Also, rare ca 1960 aerial photos of the property; and a 
comprehensive history (w/ reminiscences) and photos of the airport extracted from Abandoned & Little Known 
Airfields by Paul Freeman.  It concludes with articles about the transition of the airport land to become, variously 
“Bradley Park”, “Lake Lauderdale Park” and ultimately, “Mills Pond Park”.  And finally, stories about the 
acquisition of the land for an entrance off Powerline Road; and Wilton Manors “Snook Creek Park” across the 
river. 

A title search was outside the scope of this project.  Available information suggests that the McJunkin family 
retained the “airport” part of the property, unused for ten years, until it was sold to the City of Fort Lauderdale 
in late 1977—for $1.7 million.  It would be another ten years before Mills Pond Park officially opened. 

Broward County purchased the “riverfront” portion of the park during the same timeframe--to serve as a nature 
preserve/passive park.  A 1953 Dolph map shows nearly a dozen individual property owners in that area.  Maps 
and aerials would indicate that it was also undeveloped land or farmland, with no permanent residents. 

Despite some internet sources, the park WAS NOT NAMED FOR THE MILLS FAMILY, who purportedly owned 
and sold the land to the City/County.  Rather, with some controversy, it was named for a Ft. Lauderdale city 
commissioner who championed parks. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Looking for more details? 
Click/tap here for more about Wilton Manors pioneer J.N. McJunkin and his family history.  
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Wilton Manors Historical Society Questions or comments? Email us at wmhs@WMHistory.org 

And the answer to this issue’s question is ... well, close-by.  We’ll elaborate through the “McJunkin-Wilton Manors connection”. 

In 1919 Wilton Manors pioneer Joseph Neville McJunkin began farming the 
land on what is now the site of Ft. Lauderdale High School.  He went on to 
acquire and operate farmland throughout Broward County.  He also ran a 
packing house adjacent to the Colohatchee railway depot.  He and his family 
lived at 644 NE 22nd Drive. He later acquired more land in the Wilton Manors
area.  This included what is now Edgewater Estates; the SE corner of NE 26th 
St. & NE 15th Ave.; the CVS drugstore site; and what is now Ankr Apart-
ments, the Shoppes of Wilton Manors and east to N.E. 20th Drive. 

Most important for our story was his purchase of a 95-acre bean field just 
across the river from Wilton Manors—part of today’s Mills Pond Park. 

In 1946 McJunkin leased the property to a veteran pilot and flight instructor 
from Georgia—Ben Bradley.  Bradley started the airfield for training pilots 
under the post-war GI bill.  By 1953 “Bradley Airport” had expanded—with a 
2800 ft paved runway, two hangers with space for 38 aircraft, an apron with
space for several dozen more, and a combined office/restaurant/training facil-
ity.  Also a racing aficionado, Bradley sublet a part of the property for con-
struction of a paved stock car racing track—”Broward Speedway”.

[The two facilities were located in the south half of Mills Pond Park—
beginning at N.W. 19th St and extending to about the center of today’s soft-
ball venue.] 

Over the years, the airport was also a regular site for the Ringling Bros and 
other circuses and County Expositions.  It also hosted parachute competitions.  The speedway eventually switched from stock 
cars to quarter-midgets and go-karts. It closed in 1960 after neighbors’ noise complaints. 

The entire site was zoned “industrial”. Ever the businessman, in 1965, with the coming of the adjacent I-95, McJunkin decided 
not to renew Bradley’s lease. Instead, he demolished the airport buildings and put the property up for sale for $1 million.  Brad-
ley moved his operations to Ft. Lauderdale’s new “Executive Airport”—where he was one of the first tenants. 

The vacant McJunkin site was later acquired by the City of Ft. Lauderdale; to later became a part of Mills Pond Park (which 
opened in 1987).  Active and alert, and still a resident of Wilton Manors, J.N. McJunkin passed away in 1988 at the age of 95. 

From Summer 2026 Wilton Manors Town Crier Newsletter

Was there ever an airport and motor speedway in Wilton Manors? 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com Sept 6, 1953, Miami Herald 

lire SJJrouting up All Around It 

Business Is Booming at 'Small Bradley' Airport; 
. . :' 

It Has Grown into $135,000 Aviation Center 
FOR'I' LA U DER DA LE­

While most of\Fort Lauderdale 
has been unaware of it, a small 
ai rport. ba grown into a h u,-­
Ulng aviation center on NW 
19th ~t. in which more than 
S13ii.OOO has be(?n investe(.). 

T he BradJey Airport now has 
two hangars with spac-t> for 38 
a irplanes. It has a newly com: 
plet ed ~.800-foot hard•l>Ul'face 
runwa v, anrt a res taurant has 
been opened in office spare at 
or -:? l'nrt o r the larger ha ngar. 
Busu,~ ts boorµiog. • • 

A[tno'ugh some real ci;tatP de­
velopers ate opposed to his r<?• 
mainlng in bu lness on ~w 19th 
t t .• Ben. IL Br adley. owner of 
the field. savs he has no In• 
t ention or closing up before 
h is lease explreR in 1966. a nd 
he hopes t.o renew It then. 

\VbPn h~ started to devl'lop 
the site as an alrpol't In .1D;M;. 
there were only about to homes 
between tile airport and 8t1n• 
rise bl~d., nlnt blockiri 1100th. 
Xow th•. l'atlr.. ar~a Is ballt 
up t.o within J,OOI) f~et of th~ 
field. 

BradJev sa, s he's heard verv 
few object101is to t he c.,peratlon 
of the fie ld from borne owners. 
He now ha!I 103 acres under 
Jea5e and has sub-leased Ian~ 
used for the Browarct Speed­
way, a hard-surfaced track 
whlch opened las t spring on 
the north edge of the fie ld. 

On race nlghts. Bradley's new 
runway is used a s an approach 
to the speedwa~··s park ing lot. 
The field Is closed to aircraft 
at sunset. 

When I,lradley fi rs t open~d 
nh al.rport in 1946, he namc>d 
It the Broward Airport, which 
until . be weeks ago caused con­
fus ion a 111ong pilots and t he 
Civil Aeronatucis Adminlst ra• 
tlon because 'of t he countv• 
operated Broward Intcrnation• 
al Airport 

Bradle~· had Just come down 
from Griffin. Ga., where he op­
erated another airport. He no, 
ticed the name Broward on var• 
ious business so he used it for 
bis field. . 

"I had to baTe a name to 
pat on the appUcation to the 
CA .. -l for an airport permit. .. he 
A .ys. ... fipred it waa as good 
aa any," 

Tw o y ears later the county 

HOMES ARE CREEPING up on Bradley Airport on NW 19th 
st., in Fort Lauderdale, until recently called Broward Air­
port. Residential developments now are within 1,000 feet 

took over operation of the ~av.v 
establishn1en t at what Is now 
Broward Internat ional Airport. 
Before t he ·wa1· tha t field had 
been named Merr ill Fogg Air• 
port for a pioneer pilot . The 
county named Its new field 
Broward County Airport even 
tnoug h Bradley was a lready u:;­
ing the name Broward. 

"The CA.~ wrote the county 
sugJes i.Jng that it change the 
name of its m~ld but the,- lg• 
nore!,I It." BradJe)' says. Later. 
when Mackey Alrlnes . started 
opera.ting to Nassau. the coua. 
ty called Its airport Broward In• 
ternationaJ .•\lrport. 

Dur ing a ll this time. pilots 
landing at Bradley's field 
thought they were landing at 
the coumy airport, and vice 
versa . Mail frequently went to 
the wrong a irport. This summer 
Bradley finally gave In a nd re­
named h is field Bradley aJr• 
port. 

The biggest boost h is field 
got came with the GI traJnln.~ 
bill. His airport was one of thP 
first ln Florida to begin pllc,t 
training under the GI bill. Al• 
together more than 450 students 
took inst.ruction leading to a 
private pilot's license at. a cost 
for each s tudent of between 
$350 and $500. 

Some 200 went on to get their· 

of the field. Ben R. Bradley, operator of the field says 1t 
was there before the homes and he intends to continue 
operating it. -Htrald Photoa b1 Gene B1d1 

commercial lict:!nses at a cost 
of between $1.600 and 52,000, 
Some got Ins trument ratings, 
w ith instruction costing up to 
8490. 'fl1ere were two L I n k 
traJ.ners, fieveral planes in use 
and several instructors. Brad• 
Jey has ~ many as 65 students 
at. a ti.me. 

While all that WflS profitable. 
Bradley 88ys be prefers h.i!I 
present operation - aircraft 
repalr and maintenance. private 
flt,ht instruction. airplane rent­
al. and income from the sale 
of sapplil'a ·and from hangar 
rt1at. 

"What I'm trying to develop 

15: a good ijtable year c\l'ounr! 
business with local people." he 
MVS. "Government contracts 
11 rP all temporary and you can·t 
dt>oend on them.'' 

He now ha.s i-ix people em• 
Ployed at the fierc: - a full• 
ti111e and a part-time flight in• 
,:1.ructor. three mechanics and 
a cook-waitress. 

Bradley has been flying since 
1932 and has logged more than 
8,000 hours In the a ir. Dur ing 
the war he was a flight in• 
s tructor at the Unlvers itv or 
Georgia and at Rush F ield, 
Ga. He hlls flown acrobatics In 
air shows and has been bullet­
ing and repairing planes mos t. 
of his adult life. ©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection 
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____________________________________________________

Broward Field / Bradley Field, Fort Lauderdale, FL

26.16, -80.16 (North of Fort Lauderdale International Airport, FL)

Broward Field, as depicted on the February 1947 Miami Sectional Chart.

This small general aviation airport was evidently established at some point between 1946-47,

as it was not yet depicted on a 1940 aerial photo, the 1945 USGS topo map, or the August 1946 Miami Sectional Chart.

Abandoned & Little-Known Airfields: Florida - Fort Lauderdale area https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm

Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"  
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley 
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The earliest depiction which has been located of Broward Field was on the February 1947 Miami Sectional Chart.

It depicted Broward Field as having a 3,000' unpaved runway.

Broward Field was not yet depicted on the 1949 USGS topo map.

A 1949 USDA aerial view (from the University of FL Smathers Libraries, courtesy of Chris Kennedy) depicted Broward Field as a simple rectangular grass field,

with a cluster of a few small buildings & hangars on the southeast corner of the field.

A close-up from the 1949 USDA aerial photo (from the University of FL Smathers Libraries, courtesy of Chris Kennedy) showed at least 4 planes parked on Broward Field.

The field was apparently renamed "Bradley" Field at some point between 1947-54,

as that is how it was labeled on the August 1954 Miami USAF Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy).

It had also gained a paved runway, as the Aerodromes table described the field as having 3 runways, with the longest being a 2,600' asphalt strip.

Michael Metzger recalled, “I grew up in Wilton Manors Florida just a few miles from Bradley Field & went to school with Ben Bradley Junior around 1957.

My dad had a hanger & flew out of Bradley Field & have fond memories of the airport.

Ben Bradley Senior had 2 children ... son Ben Junior & a daughter named Piper.

Ben Senior loved planes & mini race cars & he built a oval track on the airport ... clearly visible on [the photo below].

I remember hanging out the airport looking at several of Ben's mini-race cars he kept in hangars right next to planes.”

Alan Reno recalled, “I have many fond memories of Bradley Field, having learned to fly there - my first lesson being on 1/17/57 with my father (Max - a pilot for Mackey Airlines) as my instructor.

We rented one of Ben Bradley’s PA-18 Super Cubs. I was 17 years old & a Junior at Ft. Lauderdale High School. I soloed on 3/12/57.

On 6/7/57 I bought a Piper J-3 Cub for $900. I took my Private Pilot flight test with 'Buzz' Price who was a flight instructor for Ben Bradley on 8/20/57.

The line boy at Bradley Field was Gary Parmateer.”

Alan continued, “One day on 9/7/57 my father was sitting on the fence at the airport watching me do touch & go’s

and a man struck up a conversation with him & asked if I would want to fly his airplane (a PA-11 Cub) and do some aerial photography while building my flying time.

This was Jim Smith of Jim Smith Aerial Photos. Of course, I jumped at the chance & I flew for him for 16 months while attending my Junior/Senior years of High School.”

f1 LAUDE 1 4 - H 

Golf 

Extract from "Abandoned & Little Known Airfields"  
https://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields_FL_FtLauderdale.htm#bradley 
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A circa late 1957 / early 1958 photo by Alan Reno of Jim Smith’s PA-11 on the south side of Bradley's hangars along the road, with the parking lot entrance behind the Piper's tail.

Alan Reno recalled, “Jim Smith subsequently merged with Bill Bosworth Aerial Mapping Company of Lantana.

Although he had purchased a North American T-6G (N7404C) for high altitude mapping purposes, he did not have a pilot so Jim Smith told him I could fly for him.

My first dual instruction flight in that airplane was conducted on 1/31/59 out of Bradley Field.

I passed my Commercial Pilot check ride on 2/2/59 & started flying for Bill Bosworth.

I soloed the T-6G on 2/3/59 at Bradley Field after 3:20 of dual instruction including 9 landings.

Since I lived in Ft. Lauderdale & Bill’s company operated out of Lantana, he let me commute back & forth from Bradley field in the T-6.

I did not receive a salary but flying time was like gold to me & it was a great arrangement for both of us.

I have often wondered if Ben Bradley & the other guys had thoughts of; 'That 18 year old kid will kill himself flying in & out of this small airport.'

The T-6 had 10 times the horsepower that my 65 HP J-3 had, and since it was the advanced trainer used by the military during WW2,

it could be a handful of airplane operating out of a narrow, paved, 1-runway, airfield.”

A 1959 photo of Alan Reno in front of Bill Bosworth Aerial Photo Maps' North American T-6 Texan at Bradley Field.

Alan Reno continued, “Part of the fascination with hanging around Bradly Field was the assortment of aircraft based there.

Besides the T-6, there was a Great Lakes biplane, Mooney Mite, a Fairchild 10,

and other assorted transient types such as a clipped-wing Monocoupe, Ryan STA, PT-22, and Ben Bradley had his Grumman F3F (a rare, last-of-the biplane Navy fighters) there for a time.

On occasion, a veteran pilot would put on an aerobatic performance over the field. That was pretty heady stuff for a new teenage fledgling pilot.”
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A 9/20/60 aerial photo of Bradley Field (from the FL DOT, courtesy of Brian Rehwinkel).

The single paved runway was evident, as well as the 2 grass runways.

A close-up from the 9/20/60 aerial photo of Bradley Field (from the FL DOT, courtesy of Brian Rehwinkel),

showing 2 hangars as well as a total of at least 14 light aircraft on the field.
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The 1962 USGS topo map depicted Bradley Field as having a single paved northwest/southeast runway & a paved ramp on the east side,

and 4 unpaved runways on the west side.

The last depiction which has been located of Bradley Field was on the April 1965 Miami Sectional Chart.

It depicted Bradley as having a 2,600' paved northwest/southeast runway.

Craig Wilbur recalled, “I grew up in the Ft. Lauderdale area & remember Bradley Field, run by Ben Bradley.”

Bradley Field was evidently still open on 6/26/65,

when NTSB records indicated a "Watts Knight Twister" aircraft suffered a ground loop accident at the field,

in which a contributing factor was noted to be the "weeds along runway 3-4' high."

Bradley Field was evidently closed (for reasons unknown) at some point within the next year,

as it was labeled "Abandoned airport" on the March 1966 Miami Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy).

A contributing factor for the closure of the airport may have been the construction of Interstate 95,

which was built along the western side of the airport property.

Craig Wilbur recalled, “In 1970, I had jury duty for 'land condemnation' for the I-95 corridor, which only existed in the Miami & Jacksonville areas.

At that time, very little remained [of Bradley Field]… just remnants of the old runways. The land was sold to make way for I-95.

Ben & family constructed Bradley Aviation at Ft. Lauderdale Executive (FXE).”

The 1999 USGS aerial photo showed that the site of the former Bradley Field had been reused as Mills Pond Park,

with a pond having been built along the northwestern side of the former former airfield.

Not a trace of the former airport appeared to remain.
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A 2006 aerial photo annotated by Chris Kennedy to show the outline of the runways of the former Bradley Field. 

Not a trace of the former airport appears to remain.

The site of Bradley Field is located northeast of the intersection of Interstate 95 & Northwest 19th Street.

____________________________________________________
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Ft. Lauderdale News, Nov 14, 1954 

FT. LAUDERDALE 
BRADLEY AIRPORT 

N. W, 19th STREET I 

THURSDAY 25: 
Nov. · 

•· • <i♦L 1\ 
7 ~'':,?'~··· .. .. . _,·Ac _ .,f 
:~.·~··: if' 

. . . 
... . . ... , 

I . 

l 

The Greatest Show on Earth · ·. 
I . PRODUCED BY 

JOHN RINGLING NORTH 
Sllged by RICHARD BARSTD_!_ 

r J 

Designed by MILES WHITE 
lluslc •• I Gmut I Lyrics JOH!t Dlr■ctot ,, 

IIINQLINQ PAT IL RAY 
NORTH VALDO G OETZ 

Choreography: EDITH BARSTOW 

Aerial Director: BARBETTE 

Stupendous New 1954 Edition : 
~ay o• ,;;;,ft,er, bright ot slordva~" l 1 . > 

L,_ ____ -WAlTU WINCHEL!...J I 

Musical Super-Spectacle Sublime ! 

'DREAMLAND" ! 
0111,r PRODISIOUS PRODUCTIONS togellllr ' 
witb1MMl6HTIESTMUL TITUDEof MARYEL • 
OUS ACTS ANO ARTISTS and AMAZINGLY . 
ACCOMPLISHED ANIMALS Em Assemhled 
HUGE HOST OF FABU LOUS 
FOREIGN FEATURES NEVER 
BEFORE ON THIS CONTINENT 

Most Startling Import­
ation in Circus History! 
FIRST AMERICAN APPEARANCES OF 

THE NERVELESS . 

NOCKS 1 

SWayi11g Spar Smationalists Whose · 
Desperately Oaring Achimme1ts : 
lief! Have Made Millions Gasp! 
Mrs. GARGANTUA The GREAT 
and the Famous Young GORILLAS , 
Carpatua The Second & Mlle. Toto ! 
WOii.D'S UIGEST TRAVUINC MlMAGUIE j 

'4500'1SElf s~ I·. 
CunrC",C'tl' td •~:ah) I 

EVERY PERFORMANCE ; 

Children Including Adults '. 
75 

tax and ~'f 

¢ menagerie $150 ~ ~ 
aESER\'ED Gn,\SD STASD CHAIRS ~ 

$3 Admission ct:A '¼,~ 

Including -t''llf · 
And All Taxes 

~l'.E~~LE -OPENS w;;;,-N;.;_ , I 
24th, AT WHELAN'S DRUG STORE.l;i 

, 220 SOUTH ANDREWS STREEl ~ 
©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com Jan 26, 1955, Ft. Lauderdale News 

Choice Space Now AvaUable 

Merchants and Manufacturers 
. . 

EXHIBIT BOOTHS 
20,000 Admission Tickets Now Sold! 

100,000 Attendance Anticipated! 

Make sure your good, and services are on display. 
ALL EXHIBIT-BOOTHS WILL BE HOUSED IN AIRPLANE 
• HANGARS ON iXHIBITION GROUNDS. 

NEW! 1955 AUTOMOBILE FREE! AS GATE PRIZE! 
FIREWORKS NIGHTLY! GRAND PRIZE BABY SHOW! 

BAKING, SEWl,NG, HOBBIES, AGRICULTURE, FRUIT EXHIBITS 
AUTO RACES-THRILL SHOW-SCORES OF RIDES-SHOWS 

Only Few Days Le~ to Make Space Reservations 
· ATTEND KING & QUEEN TEEN-AGE CORONATION! 

. Coll JA 3-8833-RepreHntative will coll on you to show· you 
floor p!ons. 

BROWARD COUNTY'S LARGEST AND 
MOST GALA EXPOSITION-IN YEARS!. 

SHOWING EVERYTHING NEW AND 
WHAT GROWS IN BROWARD COUNTY! 

Broward County Exposition·· 
Feb. 15-16-·17-18--19-20 

BRADLEY AIRPO'RT N.W. 19th ST. 

SponaoNd by Robert AqM Post. 1966 - VFW 

■1---------------------· 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com Ft. Lauderdale News, Apr 10, 1955 

· Attra~tive Stock Car Racing Card Set Friday 
50-Lap F eatur_e. Race Tops _Venice Sta~es 

One of the mo&l aUnct!ft 
Pf'OCrUl1I ewtt olttred a t the: 

arowvdSpeedtta,'Walbl~ 
Prid&J nilbt. AprU \$, m coa­
lun(UOD with the M<ffid An­

Du.a.I Path-al or Venlot ctle• 
lnOon, 

A ntt,•llP featw-e nee ls 
111:Pkkd lo a.tuvt a tkld of 
Dnr\7 ZO 'OP Cndc lwck an 
u U. c.baw'.!'eun campde t« 

an toW"led punt and The 
VtAiee of 6.S:Ml1c& S~ts 

"""""· Tbe Spft,dTQ'. locate¢ ln 
BradJq Airport at NW lttb 
Sc... tiu beieu • poclU.lu addl­
uoa to Pl. lA.udtnlaln apon­
ln, attncUoaa 11oce tt fl.rat 

~.;!J~wo~; 
uptwt tn.ct. oae of t.M fut.­
at. Oft.la la &oatb Plonda. baa 
maclelt &~ radarapo\ 

ror many cf the ana·s ~,t tbttt coDOU&lon stands ~ 
pOou. OD the DJ,ht ol the: Pestn·al 

IUD M1UTa7. JNWkl~ "· fet.ture. Pree panms, eco­
ncter fw tk ,,......,_ d\lCted b1 &he Rolltrt L. "Ste 
~ A•&.e ll&dl,c au• l'\allc; ol \he 1oQ.I VP'W. ts. abo 
aM a ,.,_, st.tick n, ra«r .dfff'ed lO the fu:ui. 
b1-lt, HMuAcc' lb t a Local ,dr1Tfl'1 kd. b, Herb 

:: :.~~ ~: :~~ Madray, Nl• t NlJ:Ofl aad Bill 

wlD~rt Ir attefldan« rtp.rn BJrtt-, will face a touih taU:: 
.hi,tUIJ' IL ln try1nc to conUOl the kad• 

1bc 69ttd.-a,. snts _.. fopted stus from Ux MILml 

lhan J.00tPtOP1e ai>d -ui ba,.. = ;:: ~~ c::; 
u BarQ' VffDOO. In car No. 
57, l.l.ar10n Zdnrds. In ear 11,·o. 
2, Eddie Rowtll. No. 24, RNI 
Bludoct • . No: ) 7, and D"Jkt' 
SiW'unk. No, t, 

Otbff eba•ploasblD 
thrnts wUa umt r- BDtk 
Gl~N. GcN SalO. :s­

)ltaaky, Lt• lleGraw a•d 
&ollAlc Kelcllil . 
Th1HY•th-e lap,; or '4 )lid• 

1ct auto n.cln,:, an amateur 
race "and exciunc preliminary 
ffeDt.s fcalurinc the stock ca.rs 
In bt&ta. acmlrlo.al racn and 

a c:omolaUOD eHDt a..'l!' a tso 
oa 1,ap_ All Spttd....,. beau 
an 10--lap atfatn ,rhtlc the 
aem.Ul:ia1 and conaolaUon races 
are &lated for U1e 12 c1rcu1t 
clbtaoce. A hecUc tJZa.tcur 
racc,'plttln, m&n,- of the na­
Uon"s toP DOY'k:ie drt'Tn &hoot• 
1DC foe- l"POW in the JttUlar 
,.-,nu, • ·Ill bl d ot.her cn:iWd .,._,_ 

STOCK CAR WINl1iER WAVES CHECKERED FLAG 

A SP«tacular flrn:ork.1 d!.$• 
play Ud the anu« <1f Juper 
Ille .Jerk, •·orld faa:aout Speed­
,.,.,,. <:IO"ll'!I. ""Ill hC'IP to ltttp 
lbe crowd C":ntcrtalned in be-

• tween t'aCff. Ticlte t.s for tt:e 
tlctk:n ..-UI bt u a lbbk at au 
~~~ Fau, .. 1 o: Vnik:e 

BILL BIRGE 
- Loni Stock AN 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 
Miami Herald, May 3, 1965 , 

-

Property 

Zoned for 

Industry 
B,· ·CAROL AL:\IO~D 

Of Our Broward Bureau 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
A million dol lar for-sa le sign 
has been hung on 100 acres 
of land that once ra iscd soy­
bc.-rns anrt now harbor, the 
rPma ins of Bradley Airport. 

v\ hat's left of hurricanc­
ripprd airplane lrn ngars \\'ill 
be torn down within two 
we0ks. accorcting to the wif c 
of the land owne r. 

)lrs. Morgan ~IcJunkin, 
speaking for her husband 
who is out of town, said as 
~·et there are no buyers for 
the industrially-zoned proper­
ty the family hopes to dis­
pose of for $10,000 an acre. 

B .e n R. Bnui ley, " ·ho 
opened the northwe L Forl 
Lauderda le r1irpor l 20 yea rs 
r1go. is mo,·in~ hi. opera tion 
to Execu1 i\'e Air port here. 

1-l is lcr1s0 on the old fi eld 
expires JunC' :'>. 

b radley tnok o,·<' r lhC' l,1nd 
a t ~\\ Hl l h St. 111 HMfi wlw n 
tlw only building \\'as rt " ·nod­
en corncrib. Construct ion or R 

hangr1 r anct offirr fa cilit i<>s 
hega n in rn47 a nd by 195:{, 
Bradley had $n5,000 invest-
0d in two hanp 1rs, a 2.800-
f o o t ha rd-surface runw;.iy 
a nrl a restcrnrant in office 
space at one end of the lar ger 
hanga r. 

Des1>ite com1>lai11ts Brad­
ley remembers from some 
realtors who realized housing 
deve lopments had grown to 
within 1,000 f eet of the field, 
hus int>ss was booming. 

In 1946 there were only 
r1hou t 10 homes bet,veen the 
airport and Sunrise Bcn.1le­
n1rd , ni ne blocks ou lh. 

The vetera n pilot. flying 
. incP Hl~2. served a. flight 
in. tructor a t t he C nh ·e r. it y 
of Georg ia and Rush Field 
ciur ing the war, ha flown 
Hcroba tic. r1 ncl ha.· pu t in so 
m ,rny thou. r1 nrl hours of 
fl ying tim<-' he no longer logs 
his air mileage. 

Drspit e, the field's rol" in 
the cleveJopme11t of Fort Lau­
derda IP, Bm dlt>y exhihlf s no 

~· sl~n of nosta lgia at leaving 
t·lrn torn buildi11~s for a Iww 1 

t· i t y-huil t hangar to be 
reallied hy Ju,w. 

"T h i pl ;.1c0 h;.id il , ome 
time ago ." he s;:i id cheerfully . 

.E:ven back in 1957 Bradley 
fel t. the airfield, already 
zonr d for h rc1 , ·y indu try, 
was too valuable to operate 
as a n a irbase. 

No\.v, w ith houses encroach­
ing tq within 100 feet of the 
hangars, he 's ready to move 
to quar ters that can more 
re a d i I y accommodate his 
flight lessons, rentals, chart­
ers, sales and radio work. 

ere • Ir ort 

ere or ae 

-Herald Photo 

Owner Values Brarllcy Airport Acreage at $ 1 ~Iillion 
•.. northwest Fort Lauderdale field openNl 20 years ag6 
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Park 

held µp·:\ 
. . ' ·'t 

by land:· 
battle 
By Dennis Ki,eale 
Starr Writer 

�For want of a tiny triangle, �f. 
turf, plans for a massive $5 mil­
lion city-county park have been. 
stalled. 

Since 1978, the city of Fort 
Lauderdale and Broward -County 
have gradually been acquiring 
115 acres of scrub land east of 
Interstate 95, west of Powerline 
Road and north of Northwest 
19th Street, at a total cost of $2. 7 
million. 

To develop the park, the. joint 
venture will cost the city another 
·s2 million and the county another 
$566,000. 

B'ut officials say they need the 
last small piece - a ,fifth of an 
acre off Powerline Road - to 
make the park accessible to the 
thousands of people expected to 
use it. 

The attorneys who own the 
triangle refuse to sell, but the 
county insists it will buy it. Now 
the two sides are locked in an 
increasingly bitter land struggle 
headed for court - at the ex-
pense of taxpayers. 

"I paid $30,000 in cold, hard 
cash - I cleared that land," said 
H. Wesley Johnson. "If they think 
they're gonna steal my land from 
me, they'.re crazy." 

Johnson Is· a determined, fast­
talking, ha'rd-working lawyer. 
who shuns three-piece suits in 
favor of a dusty cowboy hat and 
his junk-car business. 

He and his wife, June, also a 
lawyer, bought the· triangle from 
another attorney iii May ·1�8()., Wesley Johnson had just finished 
law school. Their .dn\ani: to' build 
a law office of their own on the 
tract between a canal and Pow­
erline. 

But county and city officials 
envision the Johnsons' land as the 
. only entrance to the spacious rec-
reational area. 
Please turn to page:ss, tioJ,u:u J 

•• ·J 1" f 

Ft. Lauderdale News, Aug 2, 1981 

• • - ·. Al.KER 

H. Wesley Joh,son says h� plans to',b'.1ild oftlceJ1n t,ltls Joi;•• die C!OIQlty wants fot a new park. 
•, ; :• ,� I. l '. , ,I•' t • • 

/ 
• 

I 
� , ' . 

I ' 

-
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Ft. Lauderdale News, Aug 2, 1981 

Couple hold key. to park puzzle 
Continued from page 1B 

"We're talking about two-tenths 
of an acre. I believe he bought it for 
the ve:-y purpose of making a profit 
on resale to the county," said coun• 
ty engineer Charles Sanzare. "He's 
saying he doesn't want to sell, but 
that's the way you do it - until the 
money sounds right." 

Wrong, the owner said. 
"I definitely would not take 

$60,000," said Johnson. He pulled 
out the blueprints for his law office, 
which were drafted three months 
after he borrowed $15,000 from 
relatives, combined it with $15,000 
in savings and bought the property. 

The drawings show Johnson's vi­
sion: a two-story building of cedar, 
glass and concrete; seven parking 
spaces for clients; three large, 
carefully placed trees for shade. 

Park officials have drawings of 
their own. 

Aerial photographs and ink• 
drawn overlays propose a park that 
will be known as Lake Lauderdale. 
Two soccer fields, six baseball 
diamonds, some tennis and racquet• 
ball courts, ample picnic grounds 
and launch space for canoes and 
paddleboats wlll comprise the park. 
Half of it should be ready by the­
end of 1982, park officials estimate. 

Using Johnson's land aa the en• 
trance to the entire park, Sanzare 
said, offers the advantage o access 
from a major road - Powerline. 
Johnson counters that there is at 
least one other entry point -
Northwest 19th Street to 15th Ave­
nue, which now dead-ends directly 
at the park site. 

"We need that ingress from Pow­
erline Road," Sanzare said. "By the 
volume of traffic that would be 
generated, to have it go through the 
residential area (via 15th Avenue) 
would be a complete disruption. 
We've got to go by Powerline, it's 
the only way. 

"What makes this all so unique is 
it's right in the middle of such a 
large population center. You just 
can't find land like that anymore," 
Sanzare said. 

The park would also be the larg­
es t  ever  b uilt  nea-r the pre­
dominantly black northwest neigh­
borhood. "The area is low-income," 
Sanzare said. "You're dealing with 
the kind of people who don't have 
the means to entertain themselves. 
They can't afford it." 

The triangle runs for about 200 
feet on the west side of Powerline 

. Road at about 23rd Street - prime 
frontage property, owner Johnson 
noted. The tract is 78 feet across at 
its widest point, and borders the 
canal for 160 feet - another at­
tractive feature. 

"It's a ,unique piece of property," 
Johnson said. 

' Last Febr9ary, the county of. 
fered $30,500 for the triangle -. a 
$3,700 loss for Jblmson. Along with 
the $30,000 purchase price, Johnson 
spent $4,200 for the architectural 

plans and some bulldozer work. 
The county upped its offer to 

S33,050 in March - still a net loss 
of $700 for Johnson. He refused . 

"Where did these county people 
come from anyway? They must 
think I crawled out from under a 
rock," Johnson said. 

But officials said the Johnsons 
are stubborn. "They never would 
counter-offer," said Ted Schrader, 
an assistant county real estate of• 
ricer. "They said they'd see us in 
court." 

"All of us hold our property sub­
ject to the right of the government 
to take it for the good of all," aa d 

Arthur Burrows, the assistant coun• 
ty atto ey who will face the Jo�n­
sons in court. Government wms 
most of the time, be said. 

But Burrows conceded that the 
Johnson case differs from many 
disputes - making the court out• 
come less than a foregone con­
clusion. 

First, Johnson is an attorney. 
Under Florida law, property 
owners who fight the condemnation 
proc are reimbursed for all costs 
of th legal battle - including 
la yer fees. 

That means if Johnson ch to 

rep n himself, the county will 

I 

have to pay him between $75 and 
$125 an hour (the average range) 
for legal work, Burrows said. 
"That's a very interesting point," be 
said. 

The point hasn't escaped John­
son. 

"See, if it turns out to be a long 
case, it could run $30,000 just in 
legal fees," Johnson said. "That 
goes into my pocket if I represent 
myself." 

For decades the parcel was nev• 
er recorded in official land files. 
The first mention of it came 11 
years ago: "a portion of tract a, 
unrecorded." Then-owner Union Oil 

w 
z 
:J 
a: 
w 

� 

Starr map by LARRY GEYMAN 

The county wants to purchase the small 
triangle of land (B) as an entrance area 
for a $5 million park in Northwest Fort 
Lauderdale, but the couple who own it 
say they don't want to sell it. H the 
county takes the case to court, it may be 
forced to pay the couple legat fees, 
because both of them are lawyers. 

Co. of California sold it to a local 
land company Jor $5,000. 

In 1978, Fort Lauderdale of• 
ficials had an opportunity to buy 
the triangle - and didn't. They 
were in the process of acquiring 78 
acres for $1.7 million from Realtor 
Richard Geisinger and his partner, 
lawyer John E. Morris Jr. of Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Morris and Geisinger owned the 
triangle at the time, and wanted 
$45,000 for it. But the city didn't 

,buy it because another parcel sepa• 
rated it from th acreage, Geis• 
inger said. When the middle parcel 
was finally pucchfsed thi year, th 

attorneys' triangle came Into the 
picture, he said. 

Most eminent domain battles 
never get this far, said Burrows. 
who hopes to have the case beard 
before the end of the year. More 
than 65 percent are settled before 
any court threat, and half the .court 
cases end up being settled before a 
jury is asked to make a decision. 

Johnson vowed to fight all the 
way. 

"Had they i::ome to me nicely in 
the beginning they probably could 
have worked omething out," he 
said. "But they told me I couldn't 
win. That's it - right there " ©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection 
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Fort Lauderdale News, Monday, May 20, 1985 s 58 

Plans are taking shape 
for new lakeside park 

By Ellen Stein 
Staff Writer 

Motorists driving north on Inter­
state 95 just before the Oakland 
Park Boulevard exit can see the 
piles' of dirt and the narrow canal. 

That's the home of Fort Lauder­
dale's newest park. 

It doesn't look like much now, 
recreation officials admit. Nor has 
the · fallow farmland looked like 
very much since the city and 
Broward County began acquiring 
the land in 1977. 

But plans for development of the 
125-acre Lake Lauderdale Park on 
property.that was shared by a farm 
and the former Bradley Airport are 
finally within a realistic grasp. 

City commissioners in April 
agreed to a joint contract with 
Broward County to begin to mold 
the land into a park that will in­
clude everything from nature trails 
to modern sports facilities. 

The pact now only h�s to be ap­
proved by Broward County com­
missioners. And that could occur as 
soon as Tuesday, a county parks 
official said. That would signal the 
development at a triangle of land 
within the boundaries of Northwest 
19th Street on the south, 1-95 on the 
west and the south fork of the Mid­
dle River on the east. 

"It has been a long time in the 
runnl.ng, but I think it worked out 
well," said Jamie Hart, the man­
ager of Snyder Park and one of the 
city's Pa'.rks and Recreation De­
partment officials working on Lake 
Lauderdale plans. 

"Money was a major obstacle," 
Hart said. 

The city never had the estimated 
$7 million to $10 million needed to 
develop its 85-acre portion of the 
park that it purchased for $1. 7 mil-
lion in 1978. 

Now an agreement for the 
Broward County government to 
contribute $1.3 million to begin 
development of the park is being 
.reviewed by the county's planners 
and legal staff. 

...----1 LAKE LAUDERDALE 
PARK 

Staff map 

Map shows location of planned 
lakeside park. 

In turn, the city has agreed to 
open the park to countywide public 
use and develop the remainder of 
the park. 

The county's money, which in­
cludes about '$800,000 from a 1978 
bond issue, would be used to build 
an entrance station, roads, electri­
cal amenities. and parking. 

. The county also would contribute 
another $550,000 granted by the 
state's Department of Environ­
mental Resources to develop 41 
acres the county purchased adja­
cent to the city's portion of Lake 
Lauderdale for about $1.1 million. 

The county's land would consist 
primarily of a nature -reserve. 
Plans call for about 2,000 feet of 
nature walks, a small classroom for 
nature exhibits and picnic areas. 

"It's a real good venture from the 
city and county cooperative ef­
forts," said Jim Clark, superinten­
dent for planning and design for the 
county's Parks and Recreation De­
partment. "We think it's in the best 
interest of the public to have one 
operator. They [Fort Lauder�ale] 

needed it for active sports, and we 
wanted to preserve it for our 
resources." I 
. But while the county has the 
money to develop its portion of the 
park, the city's financial picture 
has not changed,_ Hart said. 

Plans are on the shelf that call 
- for at least six softball, baseball 

and soccer fields, a motocross bike­
racing area and boating facilities. 
But a way to finance this portion of 
the development still has not been 
determined. 

But the park's targeted opening 
date of June 1987 may provide the 
key for the city to carry out its 
development plans. 

"It would open the park for activ­
ities such as concerts, mini-carni- ., 
vals and events where we could 
generate revenue to proceed with 
other development such as 
ballfields and swimming," Hart 

. said. "The key to the whole develop­
ment of the park is the county's 
cooperation, and money, which is 
what we've lacked since 1978." 

According to Hart, it will be the \· 
park that creativity built. 

"I find it challenging. If someone 
1gave me $10 million it would be 
easy," Hart said. "You have to work 
with the. resources you have." 

Development of some of the 
sports fields will come·from reve­
nues raised when the park opens. 
But a major sports complex geared 
for adult softball leagues may de­
pend on the success the city has 
striking yet another agreement. 

"Since we don't have the funds 
for a softball complex, -the second 
phase could be leased to a private 
developer," Hart said. "There 
would be, no other facility like it 
around. It would have a restaurant, 
capabilities for social activities, al-' 
most as though it were a club for 
adult softball leagues. Private 
agencies can provide the funds for 
quality recreational facilities." 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection 
-all rights reserved-Page 17 of 20



WHY THE JOHNSON PROPERTY 

IS A JEWEL 

(AND LET'S PRESERVE THE 

WINTER HOME OF THE 

GREAT GREY HERON) 

By Vice Mayor Gary Resnick 

On the west side of Powerline Ave, at the south tip 
of Wilton Manors, there is a 
small parcel of property known 
as the Johnson Property. This 
property is located just south of 
a convenience store. The major­
ity of the City Council agreed 
with the City Manager's recom­
mendation and voted recently 
to acquire this property - by 
eminent domain if necessary. 
We offered S90,000 for the 
property. While the property is 
not very large - only about one­
half acre - it is integral to my 
vision for the future of our parks 
and our City, and will truly be a 
beautiful addition. 

There are three reasons Johnson is so key. First 
and foremost, Johnson offers access to our waterways. 
The back of Johnson is on the North Fork of the Mid­
dle River, the western border of our City. In fact, we 
use the Johnson Property now as a canoe launch for 
our annual boat race. The waterway there is particu­
larly scenic, and is home to numerous birds and wild­
life, including a particularly loud Great Grey Heron that 
l have come to know over the years. This real 
"snowbird" makes its home here from December to 
May every year and probably began "wintering" in Wil­
ton Manors long before many of us lived here. l truly 
look forward to seeing this magnificent bird every win­
ter - it provides continuity and stability in the other­
wise rapidly changing Florida landscape. In recogni­
tion of the importance of preseNing this waterway, 
Broward Urban River Trails identified the North Fork of 
the Middle River as eligible for grants for beautification. 

The second reason Johnson is so important is that 
it is in an area that needs the City's help. Many of the 
homeowners in and around Powerline have done a 
great job fixing up their homes and adding attractive 
landscaping, but with some neglected business and 
apartment buildings, this area is one of the City's most 
challenging. By taking over the Johnson Property, the 
City would protect it from further commercial develop­
ment (the property is actually zoned commercial) and 
beautify an otherwise neglected area of Powerline. Be­
cause the owners pay relatively little property taxes 
(less than S400/year), we would not be losing signifi-

cant revenue. 
Johnson is also important because the property sits 

on the southwest border of Wilton Manors. One of 
my goals that actually came out of the visioning work­
shops several years ago is to create attractive entrance­
ways to the City. The Johnson Property would allow 
us to create a beautiful entranceway, along the same 
theme of the other entrances to the City, so that visi­
tors and residents alike would realize that they were in 
Wilton Manors. 

As the "Island City," what makes our City's recrea­
tion areas so unique and particularly inviting is the wa­
ter. (After all, Weston and Sunrise can't offer parks 

with canoe access.) Colohatchee 
Park, on the east of the City, 
with its frequently used boat 
ramp just received a face lift. The 
majority of the Council approved 
the new boardwalk there specifi­
cally to provide a view of the 
River. With the opening of Donn 
Eisele Park off NW 29th Street, we 
now offer another park with a 
boat ramp for access to the 
River. The Johnson Property 
would further integrate our parks 
and the waterway, moving us 
further toward my vision of a 
park system that offers walking 

and water trails around the entire City, something to 
truly celebrate. 

The Johnson Property would add a gem to our 
park redevelopment. Of course, we would be using 
bond funds (Johnson was listed in the referendum 
among the parcels we would seek to acquire and was 
listed as a prior-
ity because of 
its water ac-
cess), and the 
City will seek to 

obtain County 
and other fund-
ing that may be 
available. 

If you have 
any questions 
about this is­
sue, or about 
any other issues 
in the City, 
please do not 
hesitate to con­
tact me. 

As always, 
thank you for 
your input and 
support. 

Page 13 - January, 2002 - Island City News 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com Ft. Lauderdale News, May 16, 1983 

PROPOIID 
LAKI UUDIRDALa 

PARK Lake Lauderdale: Will it survive? 

Slaff map 

lap shows proposed park site. 

By Andrew Froman 
Slaff 1''rtltt 

FORT LAUDERDALE - The dream 
hasn't died yet, although It bas withered 
since Its robust birth live years ago. 

The dream is an ambitious plan to carve a 
multifacility retreational park from 85 
acres of fallow farmland in the city's north­
west corner. 

City officials agree the plan needs money 
to survive. They just can't afford the $7 
million to $10 million bill. 

"When you're In the position of having to 
cut back the police budget," said Mayor 
Robert Dressler, "you're not likely to have 
any funds to Invest In a new project such as 
a park." 

"It' s probably going to take an 
extraordinary fund-raising effort to do 

something with that park, sometime down 
the road," said city Parks and Recreation 
Director Thomas Tapp. "The city right now 
has no funds to do any work." 

The city bas never bad any money to 
develop Lake Lauderdale Park on the prop­
erty purchased for Sl .7 million in January 
1978. It is located on a triangle of land 
within the boundaries of Northwest 19th 
Street on the south, Interstate 95 on the west 

• and the south fork of the Middle River on 
the east. 

City officials hope to reach an agreement 
with county officials to resurrect the park 
development in a joint venture. 

"Getting the land was our number one 
priority," said Floy,t Hull, a private atto~­
ney and member of the city's Parks Advi­
sory Board. "Back when we acquired this 

property we were more concerned with ac­
quisition, and hopeful that maybe later the 
ways and means would be found to develop 
it." 

The intent was lo build a combined active 
and passive park, a recreational haven that 
could satisfy active athletes and passive na­
ture lovers. 

The park would relieve strained athletic 
facilities at the city's largest park - 86.5-
acre Holiday Pa rk on East Sunrise Boule­
vard - while a lso establishing for the fi rst 
time a fresh-water lake for swimming, 
sailing and canoeing. 

Besules the iake, there would be nature 
trails, a sophisticated four-field tournament 
softball complex, a children's playground. 
soccer fields, an outdoor handshcll, lighted 
tennis cour ts, basketball courts. racquetball 

courts, football IJelds and a running track. 
Those detailed development plans are still 

silting on a shelf. 
The park site now contains only piles of 

dirt, higher piles of r ubbish, old tires and an 
unpaved roadway, scratched from the scrub 
brush by U.S. Army reservis ts on weekend 
training maneuvers last fall. 

A city sign posted at the lone entrance, 
obscured by overgrown weeds, warns people 
agains t trespassing and dumping trash. The 
broken fence gate and fester ing pile of 
garbage i~dicate the sign, and enforcement 
of its warning, arc ignored. 

Hard limes. in the form of an expected $8 
million city budget deficit next year, offi­
cials said, prohibit them from taking the 
plans off the shelf. 
Please see PARK, 5B 

Fort Lauderdale News. Monday, May 16, 1983 .... 
Park---------
-0.th,Htl from ,u1e IB 

" I cannot give you very specific information on oor 
development plans." wr-ote City Manager Connie 
Hoffmann to County Administrator Floyd J ohnson 
April I, responding to Johnson's inquiry about city 
plans. 

"No one knows better than you that the difficulties 
of balancing a local government budget are here to 
stay. For that reason, I really cannot tell you when 
and how we will develop that park." 

City commissioners last summer discussed selling 
the land ralher than developing it. Parks Advisory 
Board members talked them out of that idea. 

Desperate for a solution. city olficials arc consider• 
ing a joint development effort with the county, 
despite a historical pattern of poor coordination 
between the two governments. . 

The county in 1981 purchased 35 acres of 57 acres 
it wants on the eastern ha ir of lhe same tract of land. 
It still has $519,000 with which to begin developing its 
share of the park within the next year. The money 
would be used to build a bridge from Powcrlinc Road 
spanning the Middle River to serve as the park's 
main entrance. some landscaping and picnic areas. 

"We are going to go ahead and put in the bridge. 
the infrastructure, the picnic area.'' said county parks 

"When you're in the position or 
having to cut back the police bud­
get you're not likely to have any 
funds to invest in a new project 
such as a park." 
- Mayor Robert Dressler 

director Gary Bl iss. " Time will tell if Fort 
Lauderdale will come in with us." 

Parks and Recreation Director Tapp acknowledges 
the city certainly needs a new park. There are not 
enough pa rks presently to meet demand, he said, and 
their equipment has deteriorated with time and ex­
cessive use. 

The city's financial crisis, Tapp added, makes him 
realize he has but one choice for spending the money 
he has. 

"There arc a lot of playgrounds throughout the 
community that arc over 30 years old. that need Lo be 
taken out and replaced with newer, safer equipment," 
he said. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Metr itan Thursday, July 19, 19M -------------------Apprentices give Lauderdale park a cleanup 
IIJ Bdea Reju --POltT LAUDERDALE - Loa& a-.! u ilD 
lllepl domplac .,_.i, lhe d ty1 Lab uador• 
dale part Is s<ttiQc a free "'"-aad-deoriae 
Clew. 

Farty-uro appra,tics in a ~ I..- lleeYJ• 
~-optntlac~,p,nd elo,t lloun 
- Salllrdays ill lhe mdeTdopod part •loeriac 
lad. diQinc • IDilDIDlde lab and eelliD& rid of 
....... of poaads of - C1IDCftU and 
Ina 

b adaage, the ltudtnla. between II and 15 
,-n old. eel ya)lll.bJe oo-111&-job tralnlnc. said 
Bob gy...._ Ulislant dltec:tor of the apprmli<e-

::. ~i:.' llle Uoloa of OponliD& Encl· 
One clua of ltudeob bu been wortiDC Ill llle 

part liDce llan:h, EvilDI llld. A aew clua will be 
added tkls week. 

"It really belpl everybody oat." Ev&111 said. 
"What we get Is a place to train - people. Alld I 
Wnk It's going to be a real lice dty part." 

Ownenhip of Lue uuclerdale, Jmt eut of 
lntentate" on Northwest 15th Aveoue at a point 
north of Northwest 19th Street. bu been lllar<d 
by llle city and Browanl County since the late 
1970s. l3at · a)thoagb the COW>ty WU wllliDg to 

deftlop its fl ....._ lhe city coulo't afford ID 
deftlop ill °"" IN ....._ llid r- T- 1M 
city's puts ud recnetioD dirffl.ar. 

Al llle part lay -, Tapp Aid. nsideoltl 
bfcaa to cbunp llm, .-rde ud wood OD lhe 
--p,operty. 00ft l2llod Bradley Pm 
bit _,,. deftloped fer recrealloD. 

Dmllllionof(l<Wlapproadledllledlya.bood 
YOI- labor, Tapp .. ..,.iy ac,cq,ted. 

" It's probably been 1M key fer • ID Aft tkil 
part !er Ille people," Tapp llid. "I was afraid 
we'd jmt ml up willl a cbunp lllere. • 

Two"°""' of appr-ellllce openlDn all,niate 
Saturdays and ,p,nd all day loaruiJI& bow ID 
openle ~ - u cranes. p-aden and 
loadttl. 11,e men and w..,,.. also spend two 
nlpll a week in • cl.ulroom, with salari<s lcr 
imlnct..-. al,oidiz,d by I.be - and lbe ..... 
tionaJ departm<nt of llle Browanl Coanty IC!lool 
lyllern. 

Al LIie part, lludeuls apmene,e lbe rieon of 
lleaYJ eomtnlctioa w..-t and wullltt coaditloal, 
JadiodiDI LIie ttlenU.. summer but 

'"l'lley'tt going to eel the lull ellect of lbe 
COllllnlctloo jobs theyU w..-t one day and the 
wu ther cooditioas theyU wort under." Evans 
said. "You Cilll' t Wdl ll>ese maclliotl in the 
clulroom." 

TIie rcbool systffll allo pays lor luel lor the 

..,,,,__ ... ___ to 

maiaWalllo--A...,,_ 
company. 1-Siar of Fart ulldffl!ale. clcaaltd 
material ID blild • rnawe•-,aop ,a LIie part 

EYMI Aid eadt It- lpe,,da Lino ,-.an LO 

LIit pn,cram aal - pallCClmpolalry ISi oa 
tine -- rnaduMs. After c,-aduuoa. 
eadt -openliD& ....... aa npect ID uni 
ti,t..,.. m.lN ud Sll.oet • ya,, 2n.oo we! 

1k ~ rate lcr Browud gradates -

-.u,.-is•yur - ls··~­Carl Mill,r, curriclllern sup,nlsor .or U>dllllnal 
...... lioll lor lbe lldJool lyllern. 

"Wlleu lbey eel .. ~ LIiey get jolio.'' Mille, we! 
Evans sal41 be lhinkl It wtll Ille hw w =en 

years of Saturday labor lO dur w,d m tbe park 
lor live buebaJJ damoods. extend tile eruung 
lab lor watenkling erhibltiom and lay hll for 
pia,ic lrell and OllUtt tnill. 

The oaJy UR of lbe part IO fl! bu bttn P,>C• 
lice ....iom lor the Gold Coast Skl Club Tapp 
said be espects Lbe dab to make poblM: perfor-
IJWK'eSIOOO 

Tapp said be hopes to raise money w speed 
devek>pment or the park. ~:V,ntu•lly SO<ttr 

fields, mon, baseball diamonds and n:nning ond 
bicycle trails at Lake Lauderdale will be dev<l· 
oped. Tapp said. 

IWI ,._. It) JOA."-!li \ ' "1'..UJ 

Apprentices work lor f ree at tbe Lake Lalderdale park project. ©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection 
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