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This compilation was inspired by the November 20, 2025 event which commemorated the centennial of the 
founding Wilton Manors by E.J. Willingham, Sr. This included the unveiling by WMHS of historic interpretive 
markers re: the Willingham Estate. This article includes selected documents from our archive not previously 
published on our website about the basics of Mr. Willingham's story. It is not inclusive of all our materials 
related to he and his family. 
Below are some quick facts and notes about the Willingham family from the included documents and 
other documents in our archives: 

• E.J. Willingham, Sr. was born in South Carolina in 1861. He had 10 brothers and 3 sisters. 
• The family moved to Macon, Georgia in 1870--where his father was a cotton merchant/broker. 
•  All his male siblings were college graduates and, ultimately, successful businessmen. E.J. himself graduated 

from Mercer University and Eastman Business College. There is little or no information about 
E.J.'s sisters' education or accomplishments. 

•  In 1882, at the age of 21, E.J. started a furniture manufacturing business in Macon. In 1883 he married Eula 
Felton -- a member of another prominent Macon family. Eula was a graduate of the prestigious Wesleyan 
Woman's College. They had a son E.J., Jr. in 1888 (more about him below) and two daughters (about whom 
we know little more than their married names). 

•  After years of success as a furniture manufacturer, he became interested in fruit growing. By 1911 he 
owned three peach orchards--with 150,000 trees. He later expanded into pecan farming. He was one of 
Georgia's largest produce shippers; and to ensure quality he owned his own rail cars. (He was a prominent 
enough shipper to be called to testify before the Interstate Commerce Commission about private rail cars.) 

•  E.J. was also involved in other business ventures--including founding a local bank and even a gold mining 
venture in Alaska. 

•  He and Eula were also active in church and civic affairs. Among other things, E.J. was a founder of the 
Georgia Industrial Home orphanage, a Baptist deacon, and a Macon City Councilman. Eula was Regent of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution chapter and an active member of the local Baptist Women's 
Missionary Society. She was one of the founders of Heimath Hall--a home for working girls (later to become 
the Macon YWCA). She was also involved with Chautauqua of the South and other events that inspired the 
building of a civic auditorium in Macon. 

•  Eula developed an unspecified debilitating illness around 1920. In an effort to benefit her health she had 
numerous changes of residence and climates--ultimately permanently residing at their summer home in 
Asheville, North Carolina. Eula passed January 31, 1928 at the age of 65. 

•  Perhaps in looking for a more therapeutic climate for Eula, in 1920 E.J. began making small purchases of 
property in Pompano and Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. In 1923 he platted "Lauderdale Beach"--consisting of all 
the land from the ocean to one block west of A-1-A, from now Oakland Park Boulevard to the Pelican Grand 
Hotel (there is a Willingham Park across from the hotel). But, unlike Wilton Manors, Willingham seems to 
have had little personal involvement with the project. All the marketing and sales were handled by "W.F. 
Morang & Sons of Miami, as agents for E.J. Willingham". 
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• By October 26, 1925 he had created the "E.J. Willingham Development Company" and filed the plat for “Unit 
1 of Wilton Manors”.  Versus Lauderdale Beach, this seems to be where he planned a retirement home.  The 
plat also showed the 40 acres he reserved for his personal estate and farm (including a tiny rendering of the 
homeplace itself).  [A 1924-1925 Ft. Lauderdale City Directory had him previously living at 229 Palm Street.] 

• E.J., Jr. and his wife Viola seem to have arrived here between 1926 and 1927.  He lived in a home in the 
upscale Idlewyld neighborhood (just west of the Las Olas bridge) purchased by E.J., Sr.  There is little written 
about his role in the company or community.  But several anecdotes from locals who knew them both 
indicate that E.J., Jr. lacked the skills, drive and charisma of his father—as described in the attached eulogies 
and obituaries.  In a recorded interview Colohatchee pioneer resident Mark Mahannah characterized him as 
being “meek”. 

• The effects of the 1926 Hurricane, the early beginnings of the Great Depression and E.J., Sr.’s unexpected 
death would combine to bring an end to his vision for Wilton Manors.  In August 1927, while visiting his wife 
at their summer home in Asheville [Candler], North Carolina, E.J., Sr. suffered a debilitating stroke.  He 
remained in hospice-like care in Asheville for seven months until his death March 31, 1928 at the age of 66.  
Sometime during that period, for reasons unspecified, Eula was moved to the home of her daughter in 
Macon.  There she died on January 31, 1928 at the age of 65—just three months before E.J., Sr. 

• E.J., Jr. had been appointed guardian of E.J., Sr. in December 1927, and began selling property “for the 
purpose of maintenance of the ward and for the payment of his debts”.  In May 1928, as executor of E.J., 
Sr.’s estate, E.J., Jr. filed an amended plat for “Unit 1 of Wilton Manors”.  It did two somewhat odd things.  
First, it renamed all but two of the streets with Native American or geographic names to the numeric system 
we know today.  It also removed all the individual lot numbers, but for those already sold—leaving just the 
“Block” designations.  The initiator or rationale for either has not been documented.  Perhaps the street 
renaming was to make it an extension of the Ft. Lauderdale numbering system.  The latter may have been 
that E.J., Jr. did not wish to continue marketing individual properties, but rather to sell blocks in bulk to 
other developers/contractors.  [Other thoughts about these speculations would be welcome.] 

• Perry Mickel had been a sales representative for Willingham Sr.’s Lauderdale Beach development and 
described as his “right-hand-man” at E.J. Willingham Development Company.  In an interview, Dorothea 
Mickel notes that around 1928 Willingham [Sr. or Jr.?] suggested that “we move to his house [at what is now 
the Richardson property] that had fallen into disrepair and fix it up”.  They indeed moved into the Willingham Estate 
home and lived there for eight years—while building their own home on their farm in what is now the Westside. 

• By 1930 E.J., Jr. and his family had returned to Georgia; leaving Perry Mickel and E.J. Sr.’s attorney and 
friend Carl Hiaasen as essentially caretakers of the E.J. Willingham Development Company and its 
properties.  [It remained so until 1945, when Dave Turner purchased all the remaining lots of Wilton Manors 
Unit 1.] 

• After 1930 and until his death, newspaper accounts of E.J., Jr. and his family’s activities are very limited.  It 
appears he moved to the family pecan orchard in Byron and was content to be a farmer.  He passed away in 
Byron January 7, 1959 at the age of 71. 
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EDWARD JOSEPH WILLINGHAM 115 

fttuarb Jostpb Dillingbam. 

E
DWARD JOSEPH WILLINGHAM, of Macon, who 

was the founder and for a number of years president of 
the Willingham Manufacturing Company, an extensive 

establishment devoted to the manufacture of furniture, the ac­
tive management of which has been turned over to his brother, 

is a member of one of the most remarkable families of our 
State. He was born in Allendale, South Carolina, in 1861, 

son of B. L. and Elizabeth (Baynard) Willingham. 

The Willinghams of South Carolina and Georgia are de­

�nded from Thomas Willingham, who came from Market 

Rasen, Lincolnshire, England, in 1790, and settled on Sulli­

van's Island, near Charleston. Judging from the record of his 

descendants, Thomas Willingham must have been a most re­
markable man. He founded a family, not one of which has 

ever been a failure, and which is now getting to be compara­

tively numerous. 

Our subject is a mixture of French, English, and Irish stock. 

The Willinghams have been in South Carolina for generations 
past. His great-grandfather was a prosperous merchant in 

Charleston, South Carolina. His grandfather was a successful 

cotton planter in the lower part of the State, and his father 
made a fortune there in cotton planting. However, after the 

Civil War he moved to Macon, Georgia, and entered into the 
cotton business. David Robert, who came from St. !mer, 

Switzerland, to Santee, South Carolina, in 1686, was accom­

panied by his son Pierre Robert, from Basie, Switzerland. 

These were Huguenots and came over at the Revocation of the 

Edict of Nantes. Pierre Robert was pastor in South Carolina, 

and a marble tablet stands to his memory in the Huguenot 

Church in Charleston at the present time. A descendant of his 
through several generations married Captain Joseph Lawton, 

of Revolutionary·times, and their son, Benjamin Themistocles 

D'Ion Lawton, was the great-grandfather of E. J. Willingham. 

:Mr. Lawton married Miss Jane Mosse, who was the daughter 
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116 MEN OF MARK 

of Doctor George Mosse, who moved from Dublin, Ireland, and 
was a physician on the coast of South Carolina and in Savan­
nah, Georgia. Miss Mosse was a descendant of Jonathan Nor­
ton, who came from England and married Miss Ann Chaplin. 
Mr. Willingham's mother came from the Baynard family of 
the coast of South Carolina, and was a splendid woman. She 
belonged to the old English family of Baynards. Mrs. B. L. 
Willingham, the father of Mr. E. J. Willingham, was a most 
remarkable man. He was for thirty-five years a Baptist dea­
con, and was a strong friend of the education of young men. 
He was genial, courteous and overflowing with hospitality­
an old type of the South Carolina gentleman. His son 
takes much after his father in bis cheerful whole-hearted dis­
position. A remarkable thing about the Willingham family is 
that there were ten brothers-seven of whom are still living,­
and five of them have been Baptist deacons; the father and six 

- of his brothers were deacons, their grandfather was a deacon,
the great-grandfather Lawton was a deacon, and the great-great­
grandfather Mosse was a deacon-showing that this line of peo­
ple have been highly esteemed in church and public life. The
family through generations has stood out for the best in church
and educational affairs, as well as building up the communities
in which they have lived. Doctor R. J. Willingham, corre­
sponding secretary of the Foreign Mission Board of the South­
ern Baptist Convention, is one of the brothers referred to above.

In 1870, when a boy of ten, Mr. E. J. Willingham's father
moved to Macon, and the boy was educated in the schools of
that town, completing his school training in Mercer Univer­
sity, with a business course in Eastman's Business College.

From early manhood he has been an imp�rtant factor in
the progress and development of Macon. In 1882 he entered
the manufacturing business in the furniture line, clearing the
woods where the splendid plant now stands. After years of
success as a furniture manufacturer, he became interested in
fruit growing, a prominent industry in South Middle Georgia,
and is now the proprietor of the Riverdale Orchard at Ogle­
thorpe, Georgia; the Southland Orchard at Marshallville,
Georgia; and the Willingham Fruit Company at Byron, Geor-
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EDWARD JOSEPH WILLINGHAM 117 

gia, having one hundred and fifty thousand trees and is in­
creasing the number twenty-five thousand a year. He is one 
of Georgia's largest shippers of fruit and attributes his success 
largely to the fact that he makes it a rule to handle the business 
through his own representatives in New York. 

He was one of the founders of the Georgia Industrial Home 
in Macon, commonly known as the Mumford Home, one of the 
most successful orphanages in the South, and is now president 
of its board of trustees. This institution dates back to Febru­
ary 22, 1899. The founders were W. E. Mumford, E. J. Wil­
lingham, C. M. Wiley, P. D. Pollock (president of Mercer 
University), and W. :A. Davis. Of the five founders Mr. Wil­
lingham and Mr. Wiley only survive. If Mr. Willingham had 
done nothing more than assist in the founding of this great 
benevolent institution, he would have abundantly paid his foot­
ing to the community. But he bas done much more. When a 
young man he was an active member of the Macon Volunteers 
and is now an honorary member of that association. Like a]] 

. 

of his people, he is strenuous in the work of the Baptist Church 
of which he is a deacon. He was for years director of The 
American National Bank and Home Savings Bank, trustee 
Mercer University and president of the Young Men's Chris­
tian Association. 

On April 25, 1883, Mr. Willingham was married to Miss 
Eula Felton, sister of Judge W. H. Felton and daughter of

Colonel L. M. and Mary J. (Lowe) Felton. They have three 
children: Mrs. Charles M. Council, of Americus, Georgia; E. 
J. Willingham, Junior, and Miss Mary Willingham, of Macon.
Mrs. Willingham is a graduate of Wesleyan Female College.

Politically Mr. Willingham is a supporter of the Democratic 
party. A thoroughly patriotic citizen, Mr. Willingham is im­
pressed that, as a rule, the young men of the South are not giv­
ing their best time and talents to the upbuilding of our coun­
try. Ho believes that we have the best country in the world 
if our young men would but grasp the situation and give to its 
betterment the best that is in them. He is undoubtedly right 
in this; but we can not hope for more rapid advancement as 
long as the minds of the younger generation are more pro-
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118 MEN OF MARK 

foundly impressed with the importance of football and baseball 
than they are with the needs of their country. 

No sketch of Mr. Willingham would be at all adequate with­

out some mention of his interest in municipal and community 

a:ff airs. Again and again he has been urged to allow his name 

to be presented to the people for Mayor; but he has preferred 

to work in the ranks. In the City Council he led the fight for 
the paving and improvement of Macon's streets. His energy 
and integrity bring him to the front in every movement looking 

to the social, economic, religious or educational development of 

his people. BERNARD SuTTLEB. 
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E.J. "Ned" Willi11g/111111 (stn11di11g, third from left) i11 n picture with his fnther 
(seated, i11 ce11ter) mid his eigllt brothers. 

- Middle Georgia Genealogical Library
Clipped from "The Island City" by Stuart Mclver 
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C�ppe:d from New,papers.oom 

Aug 11, 1927, Atlanta Conslihltion 

E. J. W-IL_L _IN_G_H _A_M_ ! 
ILL IN ASHEVILLE 

)[aeon. Ga ... \ 11;;11� 10.-(R')-E .• T. 
Willingham, capitalist. peach and pe­
can ;;rower and who fi;;ured in a real 
��tatc devctopmcnt at .Fort Lauilcr· 

'd�lc. }"fo .. is criticnlly ill at n hos-

I 
pita! in Ashe,·ille. K. C.. nccor<iin;_ 
to re1>nrfM rc<.-ei"e.d h<-re t0<lny� l\Iem­
�r� of his family ha,·e ;;one to bis 

bedside. 
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Clipped from Newspaers.com 

Aug 11, 1927, Macon News 1 
E. J. Willingh�m 

Is Critically Ill 
The condition o! E. J. WJlling­

ham. who ls Ill In a hospital In 
Asheville, N. c., was unfavo_rable, 
nccording t.o meSAages recl)lved by 
relatives in Macon Wednesday 
night. c:. Ross Chambers, son-ln­
ln w of Mr. Willingham left early 
Thursdnv mornln� to be with othl'r 
members or the family at his bed­
slcle. 

Mr. Willingham went to Ws sum­
mer, home In Candler. N. c .. two 
weP.ks ngo, having stopped in Macon 
a few days en route from Fort Lau­
derdale. his wlntrr home. to North 
Carolln:i. He suffered • a hemor­
rhage a· few dny1> ago and later na­
rnlvsl�. It was said. He is not ex­
perted to recover. 

He has been active in the Bap­
tist denm:ilnatlon her-_e for a num­
ber of venrs. He Is n brother or 
0. P. WIiiingham. P. D. Willingham
Broadus E. Willingham. B. P. W1l­
llncthnm and E. P. Wlllln�ham.

Mrs. Willlngh11m and thrlr three 
children. Mrs. Chambers. E. J. Wll­
llns.ham. Jr.. and Mrs. Charles 
Council. t:ie latter of Am•rlcus. a.re 

1
1n A5hevillt with the husband lll'ld 
father. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Aug 17, 1927, Atlanta Journal 

E. J. Willin,rhamtlll 
MACON, Oa., Aug. 17.-Relatlves 

andfrlends here of E. J. \1{1lllngham1 
a member of the Willingham famlli'
here, one of the best-known In the 
state, have hopes of hl5 11eeovery at 

' a hospital in Asheyllle, N. c., where 
he was carried after suffering a stroke 
of paraly:Js recently, whlle at his 
summer home near Asheville. His 
condition is reported to be a little 
Improved, although It Is very critical. 

For many years he was engaged In 
the furniture business ,here, and later 
he assumed the mantigement of his 
farm here, one of the largest In this 
section of the state. The family ls 
one of the best-known in Oeorgla. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Dec 12, 1927, Macon News 

UUA.IUllA.X'S SA.LE 
GEOR<JIA-Btbb County, 
Court of Ordinar7. 

The undersi�ned as :;"\Ul.rdian of 
E. J. Willingham, Sr.. under a.ncl 
bv \'lrtue of an order or tho court 
ot ordinary of satd county_ will 
sell at public outcry to the highest 
bidder tor cash. before tbe t.-ourt. 
house door of aaJd county, during 
the legal hours of sale on the 
first · Tuesd11.y In January, 19�8. 
the following described rea,1 estate 
belon&ln11: to E. J, Wllltn&ham. Sr. 

All that lot fronting thirty. 
three (33) feet. more or les■. on 
Second stre,,t and sixty.eight and 
one half (68½) feet. more or less. 
o•, . Cherry tlreet. In the city of 
Macon Bibb county, Ueorirla, and 
formerly known &s the Finit Na. 
tional bank building aud lot, and 
helng dell!crlbed In the Plan of. 6&ld 
city aa part of lot No. 1 in aquare 
No '21 and havlnc a continuou11 
•:1clth 'of thirty.three (¥3J feet. 
more or leas, and betug sixty. 
el1;-ht and one half (6614) feet. 
more or 1-. In lencth. 

Said 1>n>1>erty to be aold tor the 
purpoae or maintenance and suo­
port of "'•rd and for tha payment 
of hla dabt.11

._ 
Term11 of eale cash. 

E. J, ,VILLINGHA:\1, JR,, 
Guud\an of 1'} J. Willing-ham, Sr. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.co, 

OUTH ClAIMS 

Jan 31,  1928, Macon News 

! DEATH CLAIMS
I ' MACON WOMAN 

M�CON WOM�N 
Contluae4 from Pa,e One 

· tenseh· interested In the work · of 
the First Baptist church, and was 

· particularly Interested in the Wom­
an's Missionary wol'k. For man� 
;ears she contributed to the sup- 1

Mrs E J W·111,•.,;igham Passes I port Of a special missionary 1n • • • 11 · China. At one time Mrs. Willing-
at Home of Daughter· Fu- ham was most active in club work. ' and was regent of the Mary Ham-
neral on Wednesday mond Washington chapter or the 

D. A. R. for }'ears She worked 
tirelessly In the organl.zing of 

Friends of M:·s. Eula Felton WU- Hetmath Hall, a home for working 
. llngham wife ot E. J. Willingham. girll. which later was changed Into 
• formerly of Macon, will be grieved the present Y. W. C. A. It was 
: t.o learn of her death which oc- through her efforts that the Chau-

! curred nt the honie of her daugh- tauQua of the South was brought 1
'ter. Mrs Ross Chambers. 172 North to Macon. 
Rvenue. North Highlands. at an Surviving are l1er husband. two 
early hour this momlnt. Mrs daughters, Mrs. Charles M. coun­
Wllllngham'a death was not un- ctl of Amerlcll$. � Mr�. William
expected, as It follo�•ed nn illne�• , Rois Chambers. ot • tacon, one son. 
�xtendlnR over a period of ten I E. J. Wllllngham, Jr .. of Ft. _lAlud­
years. Mnny changes ot cl1ma.te , erdale. Fla.; four srandch1ldren.

, a
h
nd residence were made during ' =�, ��clh��

be
�la

an�el�� 
er Illness. In an effort to benefit ola WUUngham: one brother L. her health. Monroe Pelton. ot Marshallville. 
Mrs. Wllllnghl\m was the daugh• Funeral eervices will be held 

ter of Leroy Monroe and Molli!' from the residence of her daugh• 
Lowe Felton. of MarshallVllle. and ter. Mrs � Chambers. 172 North 
was a sister of the late Judge Wil- avenue Wednesday at 12 o'clock, 
11am H. Felton. As a �Ir!. a.11 well noon, Dr. C.  E. Burts. -astor of 
u In later life, Mrs. Wllllngham the Fir&t Baptist church. offlc!at•
was noted for her great lntellec• ing. Interment will take place 1n
tual attainments. She was a r1rsi Rlverslde cemetery. 
honor graduate of Wesleran Col• 
lege. also receiving the coveted 
medal for general ucellence. Bhe 
wu most talented In music and 
11rt having received ma.ny diploma! 
In each. 

Until Iler illness. she wa.s in-
C'on&lnued on Pare Eleven ' 
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Jan 30, 1928 

MRS. WILtINGHAM :-; 
I 

. ,,...,__._, 

downloaded from Riverside 
Cemetery interment archive 

E�PIRfS AT 'HOME 

P 
· 

M W 
j :M:r�. \Villingh3m \\'as at one time 

I 
rominenl aeon oman Ha,d • active In club work, hayjng been I 

' Been Ill for Ten Years 
t· egcnt of the Mary Hammond 
Washlngto11 chapter, Daughters of 
the Amc1•ica11 Rc\'oluUon, for sc\'­
c ral yea rs. 

FUNERAL BE HELD TODAY. 
... 

. Mr3, Eula Felton Wllllngha.ro, �f(;,1 
of E. J. wm1nght1.m, died ·a.t 11,n 
early hour yc.�tcrday morning a.t the 
home of her daui,:hter, Mrs. R•1ss 
Chambc,·s, 172 North av<'r,ue, Northl Highlands. Shc> ha.1 bet;;n In ,poor 
health for 10 :;ears, during whict, 
time there h"d bec11 many changes 
!:1 lier residcnct), to �b'.qJn a •r.:lhrir.t�· e 
Lhu t would benefit :Jcr. 

Her husband ls critically Iii in a. 
hospital in Asheville, N. C. where · 
he has been !or some time. ' ....... -· 

Mrs. Willinghaip was a sistcr',(>t 
the late Jucl,cr<i William I-I. Fc!lo1i; 
�ind was a daughter of LeRoy Mon­
roe •and Mollie Lowe Felton, of 
Marsho.Jl\'Hle. She was a first honor 
grnduate of Wesleyan collei;c whe1·e 
she also received the medal for gc11-
e1·a1 excel!enec. She wa8 talented 111 
:nu�lic a:ncl a.rt, having received nrn.11y 
diplomas In enC'h. · 

A<"tlvr In (.'hur,•h 
·up to the , I !Yl•• lhu.t 1.1 r�. ,:vii ling-­

ham became ·Ill she had• been e8poe­
lnlly active In the worl< of the First 
Buptlsl ctrnrch, ol which she was a .
memh,•1·. • She w:rn especially inte1·- : 

BeJ'ol'e tile YounA' Woman's Chrl�­
lion associallon got on such a soll,1 
fonnclation in M,u:on, Mrs. ,vrning­

, ham wus on,_- of t.ll<."" g1·011 p o( won1cn 
I \\'ho Ol'l{llnixed Hdniath !1all. a hom,' 

Cor_ workil�g girls, the ope1"clt ion or 
wh1clt 1Ya1l la.I.er tnl<en over by the 
Y. W. C. A. · 

Mr�. \Villingham ua.d been Inter­
ested 1n mn ny othe1· ci\'iC ente1·prises, 
nohcb)y :unong which beini;- the 
Chautauqua of -tJi.e South and the 
Music Festival, '!lever� xear11 a,;o, 
t,hroui;h the succcs,r',of. )vhi� .. · the 
lde8: 01:igina ted to lw.vc a bi.; city 
aud1to1·1111n where lectures, concerts, 
operas and the lil<c could be held. 

Jle1· :Sm·,·lvol'b 
Besides hei· husband, M1·s. '1Vlllin�­

ho.m Is survived by Lwo daughtcr.s, 
Mrs. Charles Council, oC Americus. 
nnd Mrs. William Ross Cho.mbc1•f.<, o! 
�aeon :· Onf) SOIi, l-� • .r. ,..,illil)gho.m, 

1 01 Fort L:1ucter.d1J.lc, . Fla.· tour 
j 1:rnhdchl!dre11, Ch:ll'lcs ·cou,{cn, .Jr., · 
Eula Felton Council, Mary Cham­

lbcrs and Viola '�'illlngham. and one 
f brothet·, L. Monroe Felton, of Mar­
llhallville. 

Tho funeral will be held from the 

CHted In the '"·01·1, oC the ·womnn'g 

Mi�sionnry society, and for mani,­
Y"«rs contrll)uted personally to the 
,up port of « ,pecia I missionary In 
Chinn. , 

! residence of Ml'll, Ci1ambers, 172 
:,forth avenue, at 12 o'cloclt noon to­
day. Dr. C. E .Burts, pMtor of the 

l 
First Baptist church, wlll ,. coniluct 
the sei·vices. Interment will be In 
1:tlvernl_p� c�ery. _ 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

M1·. E. J. Willingham 
The \\.'hole community feels a keen sense 

or Joss in the death of Mr. Ed.-ard J. Wll­
lmgham. "·ho passed a�·ay at his sun1mer 
home near Asheville on Friday night, 101-
lowlnii an Ulness of seven months. 

Mr. Willingham ns a native ol Macon, 
where he had spent 111s ure until within 
comparatively recent years and htre he won 
those !!Olden opinions from all sorts or peo­
ple which are an abiding and sustaining 
Influence among the friends and relatives 
�ho reel his death as a sore affllcllon. 

He \\'U a member of the n:tensh·e Willmg­
ham r amlly whooe actlvlt !es ha vc been closely 
Interwoven With all that Is most helplul 
and 9,·holesom� In the p�ress and upbulld­
in11 or Macon. 

Mr. E. J. Willingham himself •·as recognized 
as possessing, In a special degree. th&l bu•I• 
ness abUity which commands success. Vision 
coupled 9,·lth Industry and the hf&hcst order 
or integrity blended to make his busmcss 
ventures profitable to himself and • con­
tribution to the general de1•elopmcnt or the 
community. 

While he retained many or his interests 
In Macon, he "u one or lhe first to .,. 
the possibilities or development in Florida 
and haatened to take advantage of the op­
portunltlos 9,·hlch unfolded themselves In that 
state, Jong before speculative acllvlty broughl 
about a temporary reaction. His Investments 
thore, as always, "'ere predicted on sound 
principle and naturally enhanced in value. 
While still spendllll much ol this time In 
Macon, Mr. WIiiingham had a winter home 
In Florida and a summer home tn, or near. 
Ashe1•1lle, North Carolina. IL was at the 
latter rtsldence that he passed away. 

Apr 1 .  1928, Macon News 

The sudden stroke which made him an 
lnva11d for the past seven months came as 
a shock to his many friends ill Macon and 
elsewhere, since he had appartntly been. 
previous to that time, in the best of health. 
Anxious inquiries poured Into his home from 
every hand and for many weeks his con• 
dltlon varied almost from week to week. Ai. 
one time the hope or his ultimate rcco\'cry 
ns strongly entertained. 

Throughout all the weary weeks or his 1 
suffering he displayed the cheerfulness and 
Christian rtstrnatlon •·hlch his many friends 
had learned to associate ... 1th him while in 
the fullness or health, The end came peace­
fully and quietly •• a release from long 
suffering. 

Mr. Willingham •:as a man or magnetic 
personality and genial dispasltion. A warm 
clasp of his hand and the kindly humor 
that •hone in his eyes won for him not 
only ••teem but cordial affection from 111 
those 9,·ho came 'a"lthin the circle of his 
ln!luence. While his btnefactlons .. -ere un­
ostentatlous, It I• kno•n that 

"He had a tear tor pity and a hand 
Open as day to melting charity." 
In his domestic relatlons he •·a• the ideal 

husband and fathor; In civic and social 
affairs he •·a.s a citizen of whom the whole 
communll,y ., .• , proud and his epitaph mlgh1 
..-.11 be: 

"None kn••· him but to love him: 
None named him but to pral:se.'' 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection
Page 16 of 23



Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Apr 4, 1928, Atlanta Journal 

M E J W •11 • h 
· 

1 
·account or his health. Until recent 

r. I 
,ng am months Mr. Willingham operated a • • large peach and pecan orchard near 

F l f M 
Byron, Ga. 

ormer y O aeon, j He was a_ former city councilman 
· • . and a prominent church worker. He 

ls Cla,meJ by Death, leaves three children. E. J. Wllllng-
a ham, Jr., Fort Lauderdale. Fla.: Ml'l!. 

MACON. Ga .. March 31.-Mr. Ed- C. M. Council. Americus, and Mrs. W. 
ward J. Willingham. 66. former rcsi- Ross_ Chambers, of Macon. He Is also 

dent of Macon and member of one of survived by five brothers, o. P., 
the best known and most prominent Broadus E .. P. D .. and B. B. Willing• 
families iq Georgia, died Friday night ham, all ot Macon. and two sisters, 
at his 'summer home In Asheville N Mrs. Walter Johnstone and Mrs. W. 

, C. The body will be brought to Ma'con· S. Payne, ot Macon. 
·,,here the funeral wm be held Mon-
day at noon. 

Until five years ago Mr. Willing• 
ham made his home here. He first 
went to Florida on leaving Macon 
and later to \shevllle. His wife. who 
was Mizs Eula Felton, sister of the 
lat� Judge w. H. Felton. died some 
v:eeks ago. For many years Mr. Wll• 
lingham was in the furniture business 

! 
here but he retired some years ago on 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 
Apr 1 ,  1928, Macon Telegraph 

ln H115lneu H�re 

E J WILLINGHAM 
Mr. Willingham wa� In buelneas 

• 0 
here for 1everal year• prior to his 
removal to Jo'iorida. Whtie in that 

VICTIM OF DEAm 
elate he promoted 1en,ral large re11.i 
estate developments in the Fort Lau-

I derdale aecU011. lll Macon Mr. Wil-
iingha m tool, a major Interest In the 
atrairs or the Fir.�t Ba.ptlst church, 

' JIJ f U M h p I eervlng on the hoard or dPacons there
j ness O 1Y1any ont S roves for more than 40 years. Ht' taujthl a 

Fatal to Macon Man , Sunday �chool class here for a num-
ber ot year�. 

His first bn•lne,.• connection In 
F1JNERAL TO BE MONDAY Macon was with the firm of  Porne

11.nd Wllllni:ham. forming I\ pnrt;er­

Edward J. Willingham, retired :Ma-
1 con caplta118t and former peach 
grower, died durin_g Friday night In 
Asheville, N. C., where his ■ummer 
home la located, atter an lllnePI 

shlp 'l\'ith W. 8. PaynP, Sr .. In the 
rurnllur� buslnetts. hTot e•labllsh­
m�nt was for many )'ears located on 
the rorrwr of Clwrrv an(! l"Prnn,t 
st rec ts. whPrc thP Macon N'n.t ion RI 
bank I.• now lo,·11 tcd. Mr. Wllllnli(• 
1111111 IRt ••r suld his lnter�.•t to l'. LJ. 
\Yllllngharn. 

, which extend�d �l through ■e\'eral 
months. Ho was 86 yean of ago. Or1anl&.-r uf Bat1k 

F n r I I' ill b I Id at Mr. W1lllngham was une of thll or-. u e 11 11en· ,;;cs w · e •e i:anlzers or the oliJ Bibb N111lon&i I noon Monday froni the residence of Hank, ,ww eonsolldat�<.1 " lib the Afa-
1 hi.• daughu,r, Mrs. ,v. Ho98 Cham• con National, 11.nd Wl\11 for muny I
bcrs, i n  :<lorth Highlands. Jntcrn, .. nt ypar11 chairman of the bonrd of dlrec-

1 will be in Jllverslde cemetery, It ts 1""' or th0 Georgia ln<luKtrlni homr. 
lie had a k•cn lnterc�l tn th� "·clrarr Iannouncrd. The body will arrt\'e In of the ,·hlldren nt the home. He 

Macon at 10 o'clock thla morning. , ,.rrnd for some time Rs n mPmbe r 
Mr. Wlillngh&m waa a native of I of the city council hHe, anri it  ,nu I 

Macon and resided here until five ,• 
throug� his etrorts that mnny of 

I M11.con ll atreet11 were pavMI. He 
yeal'l!I ago, when he went to Florida. "·ork�d In the lnter�st or a bond 1•-
Sevrn months ago he was Rlrlcken ' sue which "'"" floated for pn.,·lng 

I with a cerebral , hemorrhage and purposes. His pecan orchard, nur 
since that time his death has been Byron "'8" Mid to be the mo,t h<-au-
cxpected n.t R'1Y time. tlful ill Middle Ocor�a. He al8o bad 1 

Mr•. WIiiingham, formerly :Miss b� .. n a"l extenalu JICll"h grower. I 
Eula Fellon, of Marshallvi\le, difd •r�!' followinJ,r rel11th·�� ,urvh·e 
senral weeke ago. She wns a sis- him· Three chlldrPn : E. J. WIiiing-

i ter o! tho late Judge WIiiiam H. Fe!• I 
hllm. Jr., of •·ort Lauderdale ;  Mr,. , 

' ton. f'. �- Council. o.f Am,.rlcus. and Mrs. 

I 
Ch11.1:11b,.� here : tt

,
ve brother�. o. :··B. F . . L D., E. F.. nnd B. R. \\ ti·

llngham. all or M11con, 11nd three ,18. t"fll. Mrs. W&lttr John11tnne, Sr. 
llrs. W. S. P11yn!'. or Maron. Bod 1
Mr!. P. W. ll11l0M, c>f Albany. Ala. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Apr 3, 1928, Macon News 

.
. 

TRIBUTE TO E. J, WILLINGHAM 
· Editor The Macon Ne"�' 

I am just an in-law but these truths ooming 
from one who was a btLSinc.� partner for 'sev• 
enteen- and "' ·hair years •houtd be or some 1 
value. Ned Willingham was & wonderful 
Christian character. E\·ery inch a man, thorc­
f orc a gentleman, generous to a f�ult, brave 

as Julius Caesar, ever ready to lend a helping 
Mnd. Meeting everybody with that wondrous 
•mile. and cordial greeting that "·as simply un• 
surpassed. He was ever loremost in good 
work.s. II a name is written up yonder Netl 
Willlnghat!fs name will be there. His con0 
slant devotion to his loving "·ile who was sick 
ror nine years before he v.·as taken ill "116 an 
example almost unparalleled, as nothing .tould 
induce him to leave her. He was always ·the 
loving. tender husband thlnkng oC sweet ways 
to mate his sick -.·tfe happy. What I say_ may 

. acem extravagant, but through all these yeara 
oC business -with him he never had a harsh 
or unkind word. Those who knew him well 
""Ill say willt me that he deserves every word 

· ol praise that could be given him. Everywhere 
he went his. love or God and men shown 
abroad . .  lie brought sunshine and disPl!lleit 
the slladows .. Hts good and generous dee& are 
countless, ·and would take pages to enumerate. 
II tills.earth was peopled wllh such beln

.
gs· "" 

he. It .would be a wonder ti nny one 0r · us 
would waht to leave It. Some one has said- ol· 
another, and It may well be said of him . .  He 
,.-as a man "·ho had 

"A· blow !or the bad. 
A omile tor the glad . .  
And a tear ,ro+ tlie sad." 

Pes.slmbm w"" unK11own to hun, his ,. . ..,. 
the heart oC youth. Theae are the thoughts o!
one 'O'hO IQVcd him dearly. 

. . 

W. !. PAYNE, SR. 
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Cfipped from Newspapers.com 

Apr 3, 1928, Atlanta Journal 

Mr. E. J. Willingham 
la Buried at Macon 

MACON. Ga .. April 3.-With scores 
or friends In atteudance. the funeral or 
Mr. Ed\\ard J. Wllllngham, former 
resident and prominent in buslneM 
circles here. were held Monday at 
noon and the body was interred in 
Rh·ers1de cemetery. ?.tr. Wfllingham 
died Saturdav In Ashev!lle. N. C., at 
his ,ummer Tesldc:�ce. 

Mr. Willingham belonged to the 
\V!llingham family In Macon which 
has been prominent In Georgia for 
halt a century. Hl5 wife, who died 
l50ffle weeks ago. was Miss Eula Fel..: 
ton. of Marshallv!Jle. sister ot the late 
Judge W. H. Felton. of Macon. 

He leaves three children. Mrs. C. 
M. Coll!lcll. of Americus: E. J. Wil­
lingham. Jr., of Port Lauderdale. Fla .. 
and Mrs. W. Ross Chambers. ot Ma­
con : besides the following brothers. 
all prominent In Macon's business life: 
0'. P .. Broadus. P. D .. E. P .. and B. 
B. WWingham. and three sisters. 1'frs. 
Walter Johnstone. Mrs. ,v. S. Payne, 
or �Iacon. and Mrs. P. w. Malone. :,f 
Albany. Ga. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Apr 3, 1928, Macon Telegraph 
-----------_____ , 
E. J. WILLINGHAM 

IS BURIED HERE 

Former Well-Known �¥-a 
Citizen Interred at Rivera� ' · 

1 

Funeral aervlcu tor E. J. Wllllnk• 
1111111 wure held yeaterday at nuo11 

l 
rrrm tho reHldencc ot hi• do.u&htcr, 
,\:ll'H, Ro•s Chtunbera, on North ave• 
1111c. Dr. C. I;;, Bui·ta, putor or 111• 

' Flt·•t Bnptlet churoh, conducted the 
Hcn•lceH. Burin\ woe In the River• 
!ilcle cemot•·1ry. 

Mr. Wllllnghum died In AHhevllle, 
N. c., F'rldAy night, utter nn tlln<•H• 
nf II hout Hoven months. 

1"1ve yc11rH ugo, Mr. Wllllnghtttll 
, ldt M11con and went to Florida• 
where llll developed aeveml succo•H• 
ful rcnl eHlntc H1tbdlvlHlon1. Ho wn• 
engroged In the furniture buHln,••• 
lll'r(• for u. number oC yeal'H, 

J I IN  ,tc,uth watt crocodi:d aevr•ra.1 
w1•,•lt hy thut of 1111• wlme, form• 
crly �II•• l':ul11 Felton of Mar•hull. 
\ Ille. 11 alst,•r uf I he Iulo Judge W1I• 
llum H. Ji',•ltun. 

H111·vlvlt1,c Mr. Wllllni;hom nre three
d1lhlrc11 : K J. Wllllnghum, J1·., ut 
Jo'nrl Ltt11clel'd11I<•, 1-'ln.; MrH. C. M, 
Counr:11, of Anwrll'ua; Mt·H. W. Ho,, 
<.:hnmb,•r•. or Mucou : l•lvo brother,,, 
0. P. lh'<J1Hl11a, E:., P. D., E. P., lln<l 
ll. 8. Wllllni;t111 m, 1111 or MllCOn, an<t 
th1·,·l! alNl••rtt, Ml'li. Walter Joh1u:1tonu, 
Mr.,. W. 8. Puynr. of Mllcon, nnd
Mr.. I', w. Mnlunc, or Albany, AIIL,

Thr vullbcnr,•1·• were W. S. Pnyno, 
,Jr., 0. I', Wllllni;ham, Jr., A. rt. 
Wtlllnghum, Il. K Wllllnghnm, Jr., 
\\'lnhurn Wllllnghnm, W. B. WII• 
llama, E. Wuyno Butler and C. lr. 
AlcXftn,l�r. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Jan 7, 1959, Macon News 

, '! •· ··n' Z: •�:iiil5r l2'•J35 hl::;;tcty� 
�.;; •-: �y,· 

: · 
'. ':''f';:i �-( ,;J(-ef11tlif.'f��,� 

·WiWng.h�iµ->-7-1

Rit�.s' Ttiday · A
. E. J. ·wnlingham, 70, ret!re�j 

pecan grower l!nd farmer of By-Iron, . died in ,Macon at 4:30 a.m. 
yesrerday after a lengthy illn-ess.1 

Funeral services will be held inl 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church at 111
a.m. today. The Rev. T. St�wart·
Matthews and t'he Rev. A. L. White 
of B;Yron will officiate, Burial will 
be in Riversid-e Ocmetery. 

Mr. Willingham, member of a­
prominent Middle Georgia family, 
was born in Bibb County, the son 
0£ E. J. Willingham Sr. and Mrs. 
Eula Lowe Felton Willingham, and 
had lived at Byron most of his 
life. He received his education at 
Gordon Military Institute and Mer­
cer University and was a member 
of Phi Delta Theta fraternity for 
.50 years. He was a veteran of 
World War I. · 

Surviving are •his wife, the for­
mer Miss Viola Plant, Macon; a 
daughter, Mrs. ,Joel Hightower, 
Ma-con; two grandchildren, Sue 
Fli:wellyn Hightower a-nd Edward 
Joel Hightower, Macon; a sisl-er, 
Mrs. Ross Chambers, Macon, and 
scv-cral nieces and nephews. 

Pallbearers will be Walter Wil­
liams Jr., Donald Ductney, Flew 
Murphey, Alfred Willingham, Steve 
Solomon lil, W. K Greene, ,fohn 
L. Brown anct Felton Hatcher.

Honorary pallbearers will be'
Broadus Willingham, Ray Willis, 
C. B, McClamrock, Walter Wil­
liams Sr., W. C. Ki1palrick, Catl1ey 
Alexander, Felton Grnen, William 
Bateman, Dr. ,T. B. Kay, Wallace 
Peavy, J. W. Vinson, Henry Wil­

liams, M. C. Moseley Sr., Harry 
ChisJ1olm, R. E. Dunbar, W. D. 
Aultman, Client Jackson and Wil-
liam Vinson. 

Hart's Mortuary is in charge of 
arrangements, 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection

Page 22 of 23



Interment: Willingham, Edward John Sr. http://www.riversidecemetery.com/ShowInter.asp
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Go To Map New Search Help Print This Page

Interment Record

Interment:

Name: Willingham, Edward John Sr. 

Date of Birth: 8/18/1861

Date of Death: 3/31/1928

Date of Interment: 4/2/1928

Spouse/Parent: Willingham, Eula Felton 

Survivors: Children: E. J. Willingham, Jr., Mrs. C. M. 
Councilm Mrs. Ross Chambers Brothers: O. P.
Willingham, B. E. Willingham, P. D. Willingham, E. 
P. Willingham, B. B. Willingham Sisters: Mrs. Walter
Johnstone, Sr., Mrs. W. S. Payne, Mrs. P. W. Malone

View Obituary

Picture: Click to Enlarge

Plot:

Magnolia Row: R Lot: 8 Diagram #: 6

Family Memorials: Click to Enlarge

Located on Same Lot: Click to View 

Hightower, Emily Suzanne 9/9/1997

Hightower, Joel Amos 10/24/1987

Hightower, Sue Flewellyn 6/24/1992

Hightower, Viola Willingham 4/2/1994

Willingham, Edward John Jr. 1/7/1959

Willingham, Edward John Sr. 3/31/1928

Willingham, Eula Felton 1/31/1928

Willingham, Viola Plant 5/3/1979

Locating this person:
Find the location of this person by clicking on the
"Go to Map" button. Find the lot number of this 
person on the map. By using the overall map and 
the sectional map, you can find the exact location 
of this person.

We can help:
If you have additional questions
concerning this interment and are 
planning to stop by our office, a printed 
copy of this page will help us to quickly 
answer your questions. 
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