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A reminder that it all began with E.J. Willingham and his 1925 vision for Wilton 
Manors -- with it’s wide, grand Wilton Boulevard.

And just after you crossed the bridge he built, on the left was his estate home (now 
the site of Richardson Historic Park and Nature Preserve).

(images from the 1940s Richardson Golf era) 
-presentation and included images ©Wilton Manors Historical Society-permission/attribution required for reuse-

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Willingham home would have been located in the right rear of the Richardson Park parking lot – across from the Carriage House.

George Richardson Jr. and his wife Helen lived in the house from 1952-1956.   Rachael Richardson continued to live there until she passed away in 1968. Helen Richardson’s parents moved into the house in the 1970’s and lived there for about ten years.

Over time, the Willingham house remained substantially unaltered.  The screened sleeping porches were enclosed and a two- story, 15 x 15 section was added to provide an additional bedroom on the upper floor.

In the mid-1980s, George Richardson III was hoping to restore the Willingham house and move into it.  However, it had cost-prohibitive structural issues; and was ultimately demolished in the early-1990s.





The first social/economic development on south Wilton Drive was the opening of the Richardson 
Golf Course in 1939 on the Willingham Estate site.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Willingham Estate house is center-left; and Carriage House is center-right behind caddy. 



Al Hagen arrived in Ft. Lauderdale in 1938, at the age of 41 and semi-retired. As a result of a golfing
bet, in 1941 he acquired the first land he would begin developing on the west side of south Wilton
Drive. He sold lots and built a few homes before being drafted for WW II.
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Al Hagen’s first real estate office on Wilton Dr.

Returning from the war in 1943, Hagen purchased an additional 40 acres on the east side of south
Wilton Drive. With the success of he and other post-war WM residential developers, Hagen recognized
the need for commercial development to serve those new residents. Around 1948, partnering with
contactor Clayton Leaver, he built the first Wilton Drive business structures--at N.E. 20th Street.
Southern-most was the Helpy-Selfie Laundromat (now Papa Duke’s Deli). The other housed Williams
Pharmacy, the Tropical Club Restaurant/Lounge and later Hagen’s Tropical Homes expanded real estate
office (now Tropics Bar and Grille).

onicaf Jfom.e, 
f BUILCER 
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In the late 1940s/early 50’s Hagen also supported social and recreational activities for the community
(in addition to the entertainment offered at the Tropical Club ). In 1948 he opened the Tropical
Driving Range next door to his office building.

THE TROPICAL DRIVING RANGE, on Manors Drive, is a popular rendezvous for the Wilton ors resi ­
dents. Here a group of spectators watch Warren McDermot, operator of the driving range, give Lucinda Lippard 
a few pointers. Spectators are, left to right, Mrs. McDermot, Mrs. A. Hagan, Mrs. Clayton Leaver and 
Reginald J ackson. Marie Crone photo. 

Notice 
To Golfers! 

The Tropical Range 
is now under the management of 

M. W. (MAC) PHELPS 
Golf Instructor 

Recently Connected with 
Richardson Goll Course 

* 
He extends a cordial invitation to all his 
friends and students to visit him at his 
new lo~ation. 

]llDpicm. GOLF ~ 
N. E. 4th Ave. and 21st St. Wilton Manor■ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tropical Driving Range is left-center. Hagen’s Tropical Homes would move to the center storefront.
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The site of Hagen’s original real estate office across the street became an outdoor community venue
known as the Village Green. It was the site of weekly Barn Dances and the famous-throughout-the-
county Village Barbeques.

433 N.E. 21st street in background

Al and Ginny Hagen

BARN DANCE 
TONIGHT 

And Each Saturday 

Beginning 7:45 P. M. 
in 

WILTON MANORS 
at 

N. E. 4th Ave. and 20th St. 
with 

FRANK HAINEY 
AND HIS HOEDOWN GANG 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note the vast amount of meat being barbequed in top-left.  Top-center shows Hagen’s original office in background and bushel baskets used for seating in the foreground. Top-right are Al and Ginny Hagen and J. Marvin Brown (one of first City Council) with pipe.

Bottom-left shows house at 433 NE 21st St.  It was likely built by Hagen and Leaver.  It is still there, with minimum exterior changes-behind Wilton Discount Liquor. In bottom-right note how well-dressed folks were for a barbeque.
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Then through the mid-1950s came the next wave of development on south Wilton Drive; both
commercial and civic. The area became a “one-stop-shop” – catering to virtually any resident’s needs.

It began with Hagen adding additional stores to the west-side Village Green (2000 block) site. This
included an office for Clayton Leaver’s Tropical Construction company.

Across the street, a Food Fair grocery store was constructed on the Tropical Driving Range site.
This was WM’s first modern chain supermarket.

rt.#i 

~ ~hite Orchid Cleaners, 2035-McGilli!Jat¥S~ly, 2037,-.,Juvenile House toys, 2039-Wilton Jewelers/Gift Shop, 2042-Music lnc/Olwell Travel, 2043-Marlen Toggery, 2047-Cecll"Flll"gusen 
physician , 2051-Tropical Constru~tion Co., 2055-WilicM Barber Shop, 2059 Helene's House of Beauty, 2063-Tony's Mens Wear, 2097-Wilton Manors Furniture 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Top is the row of storefronts beginning at NE 20th Street, across from City Hall. Businesses were White Orchid Cleaners, McGilligan’s Office Supply, Juvenile House toys, Wilton Jewelers/Gift Shop, Music Inc/Olwell Travel, MarLen Toggery, Cecil Fergusen physician, Tropical Construction Co., Wilton Barber Shop, Helene’s House of Beauty, Tony’s Mens Wear, Wilton Manors Furniture.

Food Fair was across the street—now the site of City Hall.

Top image from Pearce 5&10-Family Collection.  Bottom image from WMHS Grocery & Supermarket-related Collection. Clipped and enhanced from Newspapers.com.
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A similar strip of storefronts was added to the north of 21st Court, on both the west and east-sides.
The west-side is shown below.

This set of stores included the first location of the fondly-remembered Pearce 5&10, as well as the
first City offices (ironically, located next to the Village Tavern).

Doug and Duane Kenyon 
audio clip -courtesy History Ft. Lauderdale

2151-Manor Craftsman, 2155-Hickel Drugs, .2157-Hess Brothers furniture, 2161 -Daniel Pescio physician, 2171-Roberta's Beauty Salon, 2173-Hurd's Radio Service; 2177-Nancy's Dress Shop, 
__ 24o79~ vm Williams dentist, 2181-Stone's (Pearce) 5&10, 2183-Tropical Paint, 2185-Hanson's Swedish Massage, 2195-Village Tavern , 2197-WM.City Offices, 219~Mang~·Service Station, 

- - • 2201-Manor·Sundries · · -°"'-====c-

-

RN BE SURE 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second set of storefronts began at NE 21st Court.  Businesses located there were Manor Craftsman, Hickel Drugs, Hess Brothers furniture, Daniel Pescio physician, Roberta’s Beauty Salon, Hurd’s Radio Service, Nancy’s Dress Shop, R. Brown Williams dentist, Stone’s (Pearce) 5&10, Tropical Paint, Hanson’s Swedish Massage, Village Tavern, WM City Offices, Manor Service Station, and Manor Sundries.

Across the street were other storefronts, including a gas station, hardware store and a chain Ben Frankin 5&10.  Ben Franklin later moved to a new shopping center at NE 26th St & Dixie Hwy and Pearce moved across the street to that location.  The audio clip is referencing that store.  Audio clip reminiscing about Pearce 5&10 is from 1 1/2 hour oral history of Doug and Duane Kenyon—who grew up in Wilton Manors in the 1950s/60s—courtesy of History Fort Lauderdale. 

Top and bottom-left images from Pearce 5&10-Family Collection. Bottom-left image from WM Municipal Collection.
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Recognizing the growth of the area, the State began the four-laning of Wilton Drive in 1955.
______,,_____~~~-- ""'1C'-"=,-,::;,,a,--:cor:-:cs·~ 1 """o icaHS'o'l:f~ty'Drgiiat-c;on~--"--~,,_.___,.__.._____,.._____-----------.,.. 

Wilton Drive @ 21st Court - South 

-Stafford ~amily Collection-
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Wilton Drive @ 21st Court - North , 

Four-laning project by the State 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Image from Stafford Family Collection
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With the loss of the “Village Green” and “Tropical Driving Range” sites, the ever-growing Wilton Manors
needed new locations for recreation and community engagement. Again, in 1954-1956, Alvar Hagen
stepped-in. On the east side Wilton Drive at N.E. 21st Court he would donate land for a
park/recreation center; as well as the site of the Wilton Manors Woman’s Club. That area would
also, a few years later, become the location of the “new” Wilton Manors City Hall.

1954 article announcing the new  recreation center

Ca 1957 – fully enclosed version of Hagen Park Pavilion

Recreation Planners t.o Be Named 
FORT LA OERDALE - A 

commlltff which II plan and 
direct the developmel\t of a rec­
reitlol\ center In Wilton n• 
ora wUJ be appOlnted u a coun. 
ell meeting Tuesday nlgbl 

The first fund with • hlch 
to tart the cent.er 11 ere ral 
ed by 42. club worn n Who col• 
lected $1,1 'IO 1n a concerted 
bou e-to-houae can 

Ince the city has no las.. Wilton Ja.y. 
It mu t de~nd largely on con- at th Manon 
trlbutlona for money with ochooL It no a r«re 
which to build the ntor. r, r Libby 
t:ouncllman Earl · n. Gurn y, plan •umm r 
one of the lsders In eul progra m which wUI 

ed at th plllJ'.grounc 
the rccrtallon center tarted, ,---------,..;-­

Id he peci. there wtU 
conlrlbutlon, or materials aJ)d 
ponlbly lapor. 

Be emp~ U.at tl•e tt•• 
ttr proJect • lo-.• ra•re • 
that ID be completed oYer 
a period of 7ean. 

N • Merle O e:u, qi lrmn 
of tbe drive, Aid faa are 
•till ,omln,t 111. The womu, 
who called tbdr drlve "Women , _ _______ _ 

Walle for Recreatlo-." had ut 
a 1oal ol '1,000, 

tra- Owens uld the re J)Ol!le 
,.a, ter than upected and 
he xprened grul1 tlon to 

houaeboldtta " 'ho contributed. 
The centtr, which v.i ll be lo­

cated on five l.ota behlnd the 
Food Fair mark e ntually 

Ill have a swimming pool, 
basketball, tennis and shume­
board courts and a atage. 

P roptrt f r the cuter w 
donated by AJ.-a r 1h n . It 
extend more t h • I fen 
tra lght back from the P 

Fa.Ir market ud roast from 
~ to ffl ftH ~,Ide, 

commltlff that di ed 
th women'• aollclta on met 
with Council Pr Id nt Earl R. 
Gurn y Thur1d1 and recom• 
m nd u Ing the mooey to 
tart ork on a pa,•IIJon as the 

first project In the ceoter. T he 
c nter, It u •u t.ffl. could 
be u ed for card parUea and 
other actl ties. 

Ga.tHJ' aald be"U appolat • 
com mittee TaeadaJ' • 11 b t 
which wlU make a 11.Ud ol 
bow the cuter bo■Jd be de­
n loped. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Left image clipped from Newspapers.com and enhanced.  Bottom image from WMHS Leisure Services-related Collection.
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An early event in the then-open-air Hagen Park Pavilion was this predecessor of “Wicked Manors”—the
Wilton Sw ingers Halloween Party.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note-this shows the open-air version of Hagen Park Pavilion.  Wilton Swingers were a square-dancing group that met weekly at Hagen Pavilion.

Images from Ron Ulm Family Collection, converted from slides and enhanced.
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Another widely advertised event at the Hagen Park Pavilion was the annual Kiwanis Club Pancake Festival.
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KIWANIS cLu;-o~ WILTON MANORsl 

ANNUAL PANCAKE ROUNDUP: .. 
SAT. OCT. 6-12 to 8 P.M. 

SUN. OCT. 7 - 7 A.M. to 7 P.M. 
HAGEN PARK PAVILION 

PAN-~AliES .. ~ SAUSAGE 
DOOR. PRIZES - EVERY HOUR 

' BENEFIT \ 'OUTB AC."fl\'ITIES PllOGll.Ul 

DONATION $1.00, CHILDREN 2 for $1.00 
7'll{S AD SP.O,\ 'SORED AS ..J. COM1\JUNJTl' SERVICE Bl': 

WILTON MANORS NATIONAL BANK, 
15th AVE. & N.E. 26th ST. 

Member F.D.I.C. 

" ,,. 

· at the pancake jamboree Sun .. 
ilton Manors Hagan Park. The 
v11s "ponsor~d by the \VUton 
HDliQub. 

-Hrald ,twtfo - GENE HYDE 

SOME SERVICE! - Art Welling, cha irma n of the Miss Pa ncake Festival in 
Wilton Manors, gets first class service from three entrants, left to right , Linda 
Carter, Ka thy Dix and Pam Mellor. The contest is being held in conjunction 
with the Wilton Manors Kiwanis Club's annual pancake festiva l. Girls interested 
in applvin~ should contact Art Welling at 566-50'~-

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Images from WMHS WM Kiwanis Collection.  This includes a large scrapbook of Pancake Festival articles and publicity.

Some of those show that the Miss Kiwanis Pancake Festival contest involved modeling in two-piece swimsuits (see images in scrapbook).

The festival was sponsored by Aunt Jemima Pancake Flour; and old-timers remember  occasions when Aunt Jemima appeared in-person.
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1955 - Wilton Manors Woman’s Club groundbreaking and newly-completed clubhouse.

Wilton Manors Womans Club Groundbreakig - April 1955 
(1-r) Clayton Leaver, Contractor; Alvar Hagen, who donated the land; Louoma Leaver 

and Virginia Hagen 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Images from WMHS WM Womans Club_Woman's Club Collection.
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Ca. 1957 - Wilton Manors “new” City Hall, Police and Fire Station on NE 21st Court.

-courtesy, History Ft. Lauderdale
Gene Hyde Collection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bottom image from WMHS in WM City Manager's Office\@2020 Wilton Dr-related for Pamela Landi\ Collection.  Top image from WMHS orig picture catalog 2007
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And we close back where we started … just across the bridge at the south end of Wilton
Drive. In 1957 the Hagen’s built a new home on N.E. 19th St, just off Wilton Drive—within sight
of the Willingham Estate home.

N.E. 19th Street today

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Left images from WMHS Hagen, Alvar_Ginny_Joyce Collection.

Just north of 19th Street is the dentist office and Wilton Tower.  The Hagen’s were on the Board of Trustees of the Church of Religious Science. In 1973 Hagen sold the Wilton Tower site to the Church—to be developed into Lunde Towers (Drs. Norman and Dorothy Lunde were the Ministers of the Wilton Manors congregation).  It was to be a retirement residence for church members (known as the “New Thought people”). 
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Come back next time for:
“Checkered History of the Mansion on N.E. 23rd Street”

— from bootlegging, prostitution and gambling to faith-based nursing home —
''Checkered History of the Mansion on N.£ 2:Jrd Street'' 

- from bootlegging, prostitution and gambling to faith based nursing home -

WI llO N DUIN lmS 
~l~JO~IC~l ~O(lmJ 

2020Wilton Drive 
Wilton Manors, Florida 33305 

wmhs@wmhistory.org 
954-617-5889 (voice mail) 
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