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Jenada Villas and Jenada Isle Subdivisions Mini-Archive

Background notes, Town Crier article and related advertisements and images

by Ron and Mary Ulm
February, 2026

This compilation includes the following:
e Research and interview notes by Mary Ulm—primarily related to the subdivisions’ Recreation and Social
Club

e Spring 2026 Town Crier article about the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club and its swimming pool; and
its evolution into Donn Eisele Park

¢ Newspaper articles and ads about the subdivisions (this is a representative sample of clippings and not a
complete collection)

e Aerial photos of the subdivisions at their beginning
¢ lllustrations and photos of the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club and its swimming pool

—Mary Ulm research and interview notes—
[full names of interviewees not included in web version to protect privacy]
The site of the current Donn Eisele Park was originally a park/recreation center built in 1957 for the “exclusive use” of
residents of the 243 waterfront homes! in Jenada Villas, Jenda Villas First Addition, and Jenada Isle. Lubb-Hoff were the
builders and developers. [A prime feature of the park was its 30 by 60-foot swimming pool—at a time when public or
private pools were not common. The pool was constructed by the Aqua Pools Company.]

On March 2, 1957 the Fort Lauderdale News featured an ad for Jenada Villas as more than a home but “a complete
lifestyle” ...in “Fort Lauderdale’s only resident [ow]ned recreation park.”? A drawing of the recreation area shows a
parking lot, playground, small pool, large pool, area with picnic tables, tennis court, shuffleboard court, and an area to
dock boats. The park is reported to cover a tract that is 50 by 650 feet.

Listings of the park’s amenities in newspaper articles and advertisements varied somewhat over time. A basketball
court was built instead of tennis courts, for example. Former residents/Club members | interviewed say there was
never a dock built. [JR], who lived four houses up from the pool and whose mother served as a lifeguard at the pool,
said that the rear of the property was fenced off so that there was no access to the Middle River. [KD] agreed that all
sides of the property were fenced, partly to limit liability and partly to ensure that access was granted only to members
of the pool club. [However, at least one news article, rather than advertisement, indicated a dock for small boats was
present—at least in the early days]

[JR] collaborated with [BC], who was also a member of the pool club, to provide the following description of the layout
of the club:

11956 Oct 21, 1956 Miami Herald; Jan 26, 1957 Fort Lauderdale News
2 March 2, 1957 Fort Lauderdale News
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There was a parking lot off NW 29 Street. Next was a brick wall with the bricks arranged so that gaps allowed one to
see into the Club. There was a gate to one side of the wall with key access. Just beyond the wall was a covered carport-
like area where there were ping pong tables. Beyond that was a splash pool, then the main pool. After that there was a
building that served the dual function of bathroom facilities and pump-house. On the back side of the pump house,
facing the river, was a covered area that could be rented for a small fee for parties. Beyond that was a grass area and
past that was a basketball court. [JR] and [BC] recall participating in swimming races in the summer. [KD] also recalls
participating in the swimming races.

Upon opening, the deed to the recreation area was donated to the residents of Jenada Villas by Robert Lubbers, Sr.,
President of Lubb-Hoff, Inc. the developers of the three Jenada subdivisions. The deed was accepted on December 7,
1957 by Dr. John King, President of the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club (Club), the body that oversaw the pool
and clubhouse.® A fee was assessed to gain membership, and each family had a key to allow entry from the parking lot.

[The Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club was officially incorporated Oct. 16, 1976. It was administratively dissolved
on Oct. 16, 1998.%]

Interviews with [E&MK] family members highlighted the social value of the Club. Neighborhood children celebrated
their birthdays there. Holidays often included a parade starting on Jenada Isle that ended at the Club. “The kids were
there all the time ...”, according to [MK]. The lifeguard, Mr. Clappert had her on “speed-dial” for all the times her son
“busted his head open”.

When asked about the Club, [MK] described a pavilion located just off the parking lot. This was a carport-like area that
had ping pong tables, recalls [JR]. It appears to have been an area where the adults could socialize according to [MK].
[This was perhaps the “bar area” described in one newspaper article?]

Living in the Jenada subdivisions apparently came with significant deed restrictions--such as roof type and color, and
setback requirements®. [MK] added that the type of vehicle that could be parked overnight and rules about clothes
lines [only the umbrella-style, collapsible-type were allowed] were also part of the deed restrictions. We have not been
able to locate a copy of such a deed old enough to include a complete list of the restrictive covenants. [Early ads
frequently touted the restrictions--with references such as “strong restrictions”.]

By 1987, newspaper advertising for homes for sale in the three Jenada subdivisions no longer promoted membership in
the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club as an amenity. By then individual properties more commonly had their own
swimming pool; and a number of City parks were available for other recreation activities.

[SN], grandson of developer Robert Lubbers, whose childhood home on NW 9t Avenue backed up to the park site,
confirmed that membership in the Club dwindled in the 1980s. The Club “limped along” for several years and
eventually closed and the site was effectively abandoned. [SN] noted that his father, who served as the Club’s
Registered Agent, continued to pay the taxes on the property to keep it out of default. His attempts to sell the property
to adjacent homeowners failed. [[SN] indicated his father effectively became the owner of the property.]

Some years later, the City of Wilton Manors was attracted to the site for its access to the Middle River. Deed records
show it purchased the site from the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club on October 7, 1997 for $50,000

It was later developed as Donn Eisele Park, after considerable restoration. [Donn Eisele Park officially opened in late
December 2001.] Donn Eisele, a former astronaut of the manned Apollo 7 mission in 1968, had lived on Jenada Isle and
served as a City Commissioner for one year. He died in 1987 at the age of 57. Perhaps the Park was named after him as

3 December 7, 1957 Fort Lauderdale News
4 Sunbiz.org
5 |bid
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the most famous resident who had lived in one of the Jenada subdivisions. Documentation of the naming rationale is
limited.

[Lubbers also platted and developed what was originally called Jenada Center, then Oakland Boulevard Development.
This was the land between the river and Oakland Park Boulevard—directly opposite Jenada Isle. As today, it was to be a
mix of waterfront residential and commercial. It is one of the few areas within the Wilton Manors city limits, but
“outside” the boundaries of the Middle River.]

Other notes:

Broward Co Development-Developer-Yr Mortgage Holders, if any
Book & Page
B37P7 Jenada Villas — Lubb-Hoff-Apr 1955 Albert & Bessie Warner
B 42 P7 Jenada Villas 1%t Addition-Lubb-Hoff-Oct 1956 | Albert & Bessie Warner
B 50 P39 Jenada Isle — Hoffman, Stratton,Moss,
Lubbers — July 1959
B 50 P37 Oakland Boulevard Development-Robert & Albert & Bessie Warner
Lillian Lubbers-June 1959 Hymen & Jack Seinberg

Robert G Lubbers — President Associated Southern Builders, July 31, 1957 — Dissolved by Proclamation May 23, 1973;
also, an Officer of Lubb-Hoff, Inc. Voluntary Dissolved June 16, 1959 — Mailing address 901 NW 29t St (not valid address
today)

Jenada Villas Rec & Soc Club — Incorporated Oct. 26, 1976 — Donald S Newton, Sr., Registered Agent and Final Annual
Report filed May 1997 Donald Newton, Andrew Connolly, John Donoghue, Mike Matheson Directors
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--from Spring, 2026 Wilton Manors Town Crier newsletter

Was Donn Eisele Park originally a swimming pool?

We recently received the above inquiry. We’ve also been asked “who was Donn Eisele; and why was a park named after him?”.

For the answers, we’ll begin in the mid-late 1950s—when developers Robert G. Lubbers and John Hoffman (Lubb-Hoff, Inc.)
imagined something ambitious: two new subdivisions in far-northwest Wilton Manors; totaling 243 homes. They would be
dubbed Jenada Villas and Jenada Isle. [The origin of the “Jenada” name remains unclear.]

A 1957 Fort Lauderdale News article promoted the Jenada subdivi-
sions as far more than a place to live—they were billed as “@ complete
lifestyle” featuring “Fort Lauderdale’s only resident-owned recreation
park.” The park would have an impressive array of amenities: a park-
ing area, playground, small and large swimming pools, picnic
grounds, a tennis court, a shuffleboard court, and even a designated
space for boat docking. This was at a time when public pools were a
rarity and backyard pools a high-end luxury. [An interesting sidenote:
Al Hagen donated a section of his park to be used specifically for a
swimming pool—but ultimately it was never built.]

Other ads for the subdivisions repeatedly emphasized terms such as “Semi-private enclave” and “highly restricted”. We've not
actually seen the restrictions, but have been told they ranged from specifying construction materials, paint and roof colors; to
only allowing fold-up, umbrella-style clotheslines.

The recreation park opened December 1957 under the ownership of the Jenada Villas Recreation and Social Club. It in-
cluded versions of the previously described amenities; but for the tennis court becoming a basketball court.. Families paid an
annual membership fee to use the facility. At its prime, there was even a full-time lifeguard.

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, the Club thrived. Longtime residents recall birthday parties, swim races, holiday gatherings,
and even neighborhood holiday parades leading to the pool. But as private pools became more common in the 1980s and City
parks expanded, the Club’s popularity declined, membership dwindled and it eventually closed and abandoned.

In 1997, the City of Wilton Manors purchased the property for $50,000 for its valuable river access. It was later restored as a
natural park—Donn Eisele Park; named for the Apollo 7 astronaut, Jenada Isle resident, and former City Commissioner.

For more Jenada-related newspaper clippings and photos look for the link under RECENT ADDITIONS at winhistory.org

Wilton Manors Historical Society Questions or comments? Email us at wnhs@WMHistory.otg


https://wmhistory.org/#RECENT-ADDITIONS
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