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--highlighting Wilton Manors pioneer resident Merle Slagle 
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August 2024 

Background NOTES 

This mini-archive compilation was created in response to an inquiry from Kyle Rogers, owner of 425 NE 28th Street 
in the Tropical Manors subdivision of Wilton Manors.  He was interested in the ownership history of the property 
and any real estate promotional materials for the subdivision. 

The following is a summary of what we were able to determine from the included documents and other material 
in the WMHS archive and outside sources: 

• The earliest-referenced owner of the Tropical Manors land was “old man Maxwell”.  Wilton Manors
historian Stuart McIver further describes him in his book as “Dr. Leslie Maxwell”.  [Dr. Maxwell was one
of the founders of Ft. Lauderdale’s first hospital/sanatorium.]

• Various sources note Merle C. Slagle bought some-20 acres from “old man Maxwell” beginning in 1919;
and another 10 acres a year or two later.

[These dates suggest McIver was not correct in referencing Dr. Leslie Maxwell as being the same person.
Dr. Maxwell did not arrive from Indiana to start the hospital until 1923—at the age of 38; certainly not an
“old man”.]

Based on the 1920 US Census, it’s possible the seller was “Edwin P. Maxwell”—identified as a 62-year-old
farmer in Ft. Lauderdale Precinct 3.  Further details of the identity of “old man Maxwell” and how he
obtained the property remain unknown.

• According to his attached biography, Merle Slagle had been a seemingly successful wheat farmer in Kansas 
before coming to Florida with his schoolteacher wife around that 1919 date.  He would have been about
35-years-old.  The 1920 Census has him living in Ft. Lauderdale Precinct 3 on Valentine Ave—with his wife,
children and his parents.  Merle, his father and his son are listed as farmers/laborers. [This would have
been about two blocks from the Broward County Courthouse.]  A very poor quality 1975 oral history
interview with Slagle seems to have him saying that his parents preceded him to Florida—with property
in both Tampa and later Ft. Lauderdale. This would account for his long-distance move from Kansas to
Florida for no apparent reason.

• Slagle’s attached biography has him selling the property to a realty company in 1925, then getting it back
when the company went bankrupt during the Depression.  McIver’s book is more specific, claiming it to
have been E.J. Willingham’s company.  Note however, that the land would not have been contiguous with
Wilton Manors Unit 1--making this a questionable purchase by Willingham.

More critically, research by Jonathan Heller in 2009, to catalog all of Willingham’s Broward land purchases,
concludes the following:  “There is no listing for a sale by Merle Slagle to Willingham in the indexes. Merle
C. and Elsie A. Slagle had an agreement to sell land in section 27 to the Broward Holding Co., agreement
dated October 28, 1925, but there is no actual deed indexed. There is no listing in the corporate buyer
index for the Broward Holding Co. for this property.”.  We have also located a 1925 plat/survey indicating
that the Broward Holding Co was a subsidiary of Boston & Florida Atlantic Coast Land Company—
unrelated to Willingham.  The land in that survey would have become Highland Estates and Amadale;
which are adjacent to the Slagle/Tropical Manors property in question.
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• In the 1930 Census, Merle and Elsie and their son Lowell [Glenn?] are listed on the same page as the 
Mickel and Hiaasen families; suggesting they are now living somewhere on the 30 acres in Wilton Manors. 

• There is little information about what else Mr. Slagle might have been doing with the property.  The 
biography suggests that for a time he was raising chickens (this is somewhat confirmed by the very poor 
quality 1975 oral history interview with Slagle).  Given his continuing interest in tropical/exotic fruits and 
vegetables late in life, it seems likely that he was the one that planted the trees that resulted in “The 
Subdivision That Features Beautifully Wooded Lots (Not Just Pine Trees) CITRUS TREES - OAKS - 
MANGOES AND MANY OTHERS”; as described in the attached July 24, 1954 ad for Tropical Manors.  This 
would have been a clear distinction from spartan scrub palm/palmetto landscape of the surrounding 
subdivisions. 

• Perhaps the passive nature of tree farming led Mr. Slagle to become the Fort Lauderdale Post Office’s 
sole “rural free delivery (RFD)” mail carrier.  His route was over 44 miles and he was paid $2,200 per 
year, plus 5 cents per mile for expenses.  He continued that job for some 22 years. 

• By 1953 the Slagle’s were ready to sell the bulk of the 30-acre property (the biography article incorrectly 
states the 1960s); but for the 1-acre site of the family homeplace. 

[The address of which was described as 548 NE 29th Drive in a 1956 article and 2825 NE 6th Ave in the 
biography.  Both addresses describe the same property, depending on which map one reviews.  It would 
have been located just to the south and west of the 6th Avenue bridge crossing.] 

[Mr. Slagle passed in 1979 at the age of 95.] 

• For reasons unclear, it appears that the property was sold in two separate transactions, six months 
apart; corresponding to the original 20-acre and 10-acre tracts.  The purchasers were Clarence and Mary 
Neel, owners of Neel Realty.  The property was purchased with mortgages from the Slagles.  There is no 
indication of their having any previous experience in subdivision development; and limited experience in 
real estate in general.  The two parcels were platted as “Tropical Manors” in January 1954 and July 1954 
respectively. 

• Ads indicate they were selling in a mixed-mode; bare lots and tract-type homes from their preferred 
builder.  Ridge Construction was briefly the preferred builder, then moved on to be the primary 
contractor for the much larger nearby Coral Shores subdivision.  Carl Beimly followed as the primary 
builder.  Attached ads indicate price, amenities and general look of the homes.  Neel Realty continued 
marketing ads until late 1950s—at the end, primarily advertising remaining lots.  Beimly was also 
building and selling completed homes in Tropical Manors, under his own name, through the late 1950s. 

[During the same general time period, Beimly was on the equivalent of today’s Wilton Manors Planning 
and Zoning Board.  He also became a City Councilman.] 

• In 1955/1956 the Neels developed and built a shopping center to support the subdivision, as well as the 
fast-developing new subdivisions west of Andrews.  Known as “Manor Way Shopping Center,”it was in 
the 2700 block of Andrews Ave.  Across the street was a newly-built Kwik-Chek supermarket. 

[The center was designed by noted Wilton Manors architect Paul Bradley (who lived and designed many 
of the homes on Jenada Isle), and constructed by Carl Beimly. 

• As noted at the beginning, this archive is in response to an inquiry from Kyle Rogers, owner of 425 NE 
28th Street.  We coincidentally found a brief newspaper article and photo about the original purchasers 
of that property, Frank and Anne Ritchie; and Kyle provided a copy of their deed.  They would have been 
one of the earliest purchasers in Tropical Manors. 

 

Should you have any questions, comments or documents you would like to have added to this archive, please 
contact us at wmhs@wmhistory.org. 
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si.lt pho!o by JOl!n Foster 

MIDGET SIZE MACHINE FOR MIDGET FARM 
••. M. C. Slagle resident here half a century 

Ft. Lauderdale News, May 2, 1973 

,, Pi(!neer Leads Happy Life 

On A Manors Mini-Farm 
-1- J,� >/7 3

By LAURA OSTROW His fa er, a I/mer, tave When he left it took three men North Fork of the Middle 
Staff Writer the young man 160 acres for to cover his mail route. River. 

WILTON MANORS - Salt wheat crops. The land yielded 
of the earth people are hard two good crops. In the mean­
to find nowadays. time, Slagle married a local 

The farmers, the pioneers, 
the people who knew the land 
like the back of their hands, 
are fading into the back pages 
of history. 

But on a tiny plot of land 
amid the hustle of town traffic 
lives an elderly man sur­
r;iunded by the trees and 
plants he loves. He lives sim­
ply and quietly while a busy 
road and a condominium hem 
him in as symbols of a type of 
progress that supposedly im­
proves on old ways, 

Living at 2825 NE Sixth 
Ave., 89-year-old M. C. Slagle 
is still fit and spry. Working 
in his one acre garden mow­
ing the lawn, fertilizing the 
trees and planting seedlings, 
there seems to be ties that 
have· joined him through fate 
to land throughout his life. 

S I a g I e came to Wilton 
Manors in 1919 from St. Fran­
cis, Kansas. A scien� teacher 
and principal for two years in 
a small school on the Oklaho. 
ma state line, Slagle gave it 
up to farm wheat in St. Fran­
cis. 

"school marm." 
Slagle sold his farm, and he 

and his new wife moved south 
to Florida by train. Staying in 
a hotel on New River in what 
is now downtown Fort Lauder­
dale, he got his first job here 
raising chickens. 

In 1919, for $4,500, he bought 
20 acres of land from "old 
m a n  Maxwell" in Wilton 
Manors. A couple years later 
he bought another 10 acres. 

Ii1 1925, he sold the land to a 
realty company and received 
$7,500 down payment on it. 
Slagle did not have to work 
and when the depression hit, 
he was rich. The company 
went broke and Slagle got all 
his land back, 

Pretty soon, though, Slagle 
was looking around for a job. 
He became a mailman in the 
post office. 

He quit 22 years later after 
the boss insisted on piling 
more work on his shoulders. 
Slagle said he would have 
stayed on longer if the work 
load had not been so great. 

Slagle covered what is now 
most of Fort Lauderdale, Wil­
ton Manors and Davie. Jt took 
him all day into the night to 
deliver mail in first an old 
Chevy and then a Willys in 
the 1950s. 

After retiring, Slagle and 
his wife traveled around the 
country. In the 1960's, he sold 
his 30 acres in Wilton Manors 
and a developer put houses on 
the property. Slagle retained 
one acre where he built a 
house which he lives in pre­
sently. 

Today, Slagle drives a 1954 
Chevy. Along with his car in 
his garage, he keeps 50 cigar 
boxes brimming with bugs. 
Slagle s t a r t e d his en­
tomological hobby in college 
and now has every conceiv­
able insect from all over the 
country. 

On his one acre plot, the el­
derly man tends to mango, 
papaya, banana, lemon, mul­
b e r r y , avocado, Australian 
cork, and sea grape trees. 
Huge oaks that mark the trail 
o f the barefoot mailman
shade the property's edge. On 
the adjacent side flows the 

When he bought the proper­
ty it h.id no trees on it except 
the sea grape tree by the 
river. Now he has so much, 
abundance of food that be 
gives it away to neighbors. 

For the elderly man whose 
wife <lied seven years ago this 
is the perfect set-up. From 
tile fruit of his south sea 
lemon u·ee, a neighbor bakes 
lemon pies and she always 
sends over a few pies to Sla­
gle. From his sea grape tree, 
his next door neighbor makes 
sea grape jelly and she ''gives 
me all I can eat," he said. 

Slagle works i11 his garden 
every day except SW1days. 

His recipe for health seems 
to be th·e active life he has 
lead but now he takes eight 
vitamins and papaya juice 
every day. 

Slagle ha one son whu is a 
dental tee.I ician in Key West. 
One of bi grandsons attends 
Pine Cres Preparatory School 
and the other grandson is 
studying entistry at a college 
out W�st 

If his bealth remains good, 
Slagle pf.ms to make a trip by 
plane t visit his sister in 
Denvcr1 • Colo. and his si;'lt!lr• 
in-l11w · 1 Oregon. 

, 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com 
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Clipped from Newspapers.comClipped from Newspapers.com Ft. Lauderdale News, Apr 11, 1954 

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATHS 
I . 

Colored bathroom fixtures. car porte, generous kitchen 
cabinets - 2 utility room&. Open porch - generoua 
landscaping. Solid Sod. 

Price 111,950 
$2,525 including closing costs will handle 

Built by Ridge Construction Co. 
Tropical Manors 

Phone 3-0188 - Evenings 3-5480 

Between N+ 3rd Ave. and N.E. 6th Ave. on N.E. 28th St. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.comClipped from NevVSpapers.com 
Ft. Lauderdale News, Apr 25, 1954 

52250 
WILL HANDLE 
BALANCE LIKE RENT 

IN LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS 

NEW LOW PRICE 

511,950 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Utility Rooms 
In Beautiful 

]Jwpical 'YflmwAA.. . 
5 minutes from ocean, close to shopping center 
in rapidly growing northeast section. 3 blocks 
from new public school. easy walking distance 
to proposed Catholic Church and school. 

This home is constructed with the same fine 
materials and accessories we use in _our homes 
in the $35,000 price class. The only difference is 
in the square foot area. 

The lot is exceptionally high and beautifully 
.. landscaped. The subdivision restrictions prohibit 

duplexes. All single family residences. 

Directions how to get to Tropical Manors. Located 
between N.E. 2nd Ave. and N.E. 6th Ave. on N.E. 
28th St. Go north on Andrews Ave. to N.E. 26th 
St., tum right to N.E. 2nd Ave. then left to 28th 
St. then right to Model Home; or go north on No. 1, 
Federal Highway, to 26th St. tum left to N.E. 2nd 
Ave. then right to 28th St. then right to Model 
Home. 

Our Model Home Has Been Furnished By -

BROWARD IA TTRESS FURNITURE CO. 
3805 S. FEDERAL HIGHWAY 

llidqJL 
CJJJWll.Udw.tL en. 

Phone 3-0188 Eve. 3-4580 
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Clipped from Newspapers.comClipped from Newspapers.com 

TROPICAL MANORS - One of the model home in 
Tropica l M a no rs at 418 N E 28th St ., is p ictured above. 
T he th ree-bedroom, two-both home in Wilton Mano rs 

Ft. Lauderdale News, May 15, 1954 

was bu il t by Corl He imly and sold by Ann C. Hole, 
a ssociated with Neel Realty. It is typical of hundreds 
of new homes in the fast growing area. 
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Clipped from Newspapers.comClipped from Newspapers.com 
Ft. Lauderdale News, Jul 24, 1954 

YOUR DUNT 
WILL BE 

OVER? 
WHEM YOU 

SEE THIS 

ONLY 

$12,600 

Goo,I 
Flnaneln1 
Anllable 

3BEDROOMS-2BATHS 
IN BEAUTIFUL 

TROPICAL MANORS 
The Subdivision That Features Beautifully Wooded Lots 

(Not Just Pine Trees) 

• CITRUS TREES - OAXS - MANGOES AND MANY 
OTHERS 

Built by CARL F. BEIML Y 
BUILDER 

FEATURES: 

• Vanity La~atoriea 
e Carporte 

• F"ireplac:e 

• Xitc:hen Utility Room 

• Separate Utility Boom 
• Colored Bath clJdurH 
e 70' s 100' Lot 
• 3 Bloc:b to Manor 
• Shopping Centers 

NO CITY TAXES - NO UTll.ITY TAXES 

Clo .. to Two Public Schools 

Location: DrlTe north from Manor Mark t on N; E. 
6th Ave. -Watch for Signs. 

PHONE 2-1364 OB 3-5-492 
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Clipped from Newspapers.comClipped from Ne\fv'Spapers.com 
Ft. Lauderdale News, Jan 6, 1955 

2,400 WILL HANDLE _ 
New l-bedroom, 2-bath home in . 

TROPICAL MANORS 
J blocks frC)lll &-c-hool 

I 3 block ft"Om new St. Clement•• 
Ca holle Church and chool · 

l bloc ffom do niown hoppln 
center 

No city tax 
No utility tax 
Homea con tructed b a h igh clas& \ 
builder, &nd -be tot-al price ls only 

i $1.2,900. See the model at 2 5 NE · 
3rd l'err. in TROPICAL MANOBS 
6ubdivl !ion. 

NEEL REALTY 
532 NE 28th St.., Wilton Manon 
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Clipped from Newspapers.com
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Clipped from NevVSpapers.com 

Ft. Lauderdale News, Nov 7, 1955 

HOPPING CENTER 
Now e is 

a b \A,.~ .,,., to · 
beb t th 

t A 
J t south of K k- h k Market. · 
Neal, develo}M!r of Tropical Man- : 
or ubdJvis on, s co:n.stru -

on w 11 in bou ix e b . '. 
The I hopping en1er . 

t oUowa cJ e on th heels of 
promoter Harold J . 
nouneement that • MJra.cle 
Mlle,' 6f O u re f et of ; 
stores and servf . ill. be 1 

eon tructed !JOOD on Wilton Dr. 1 
a croaa from Manor 1\1 rltet. l 
Plans call t ·or 4.5 tor and 1 
park:Jns pa e tor 7 O r . 1 
When d lop d, o cen - , 

ter 11 ncr a th buOUJ..11:;->o ' 
section by 71 uni lmo 
ble the pre n number. 



Clipped from Newspapers.com
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602544 

I/ "' 11j.ffilfus c'!nbeniure
J� 

Macie thlo ur . ., llovember 2)rd , A. D. 19 54, 

I 
I 
I 

CLARENCE E. NEEL and MARY NEEL, hie wire, 

of lhe C:O..nly of 
flnt pall and 

Broward and State of parties ollh, 

FRANKL. RITCHIE an:i ��RJ;TCHIE,. hja w1j'e,A _ 
Whose mai Ung address is:� �, ,'-14 �✓ S, _.e:_,

or the County of � and Stato of )� part tea of th 
-•nd port, WITNESSETH, lhot Iha uld par!l ea of the flnl pa,t, for and In comldo,otlon of lhe wm of 

- TEN DOLLARS A NO 0TH ER GOOD ANO VALUABLE CONSTDER AT In us -

to them In hand pald;ii.. -.lpt whe.-1 It haroby oc:lcnowledgo,d, tu, ve granted, bargained, Mid end traru­
,_....,, and by Iha,. pNNnb do grant, but,oln, aall end tn .. J., unto lhe aald pottl. OB of tht tac0nd part 
-' · . the 1 r hel" and aulgn, forever, all lhal otrtaln porC>tl of land tying and king In th• C....nty al 

Broward and Stale of Plo,lda, portkvlorly d11<rlbed II followo.: 

Lot 59 of TROPICAL MANORS, a ccording to tho Plat thereof" rocordsd 
in Plat Book )), Pago )1, or tho public records of Bt-o"ard 
County, Florida; said lands situate, lying and being in Broward 
County, Floi-ida. 

j'

1

· ··· · : .
. 

�- .. · - · . .' . ' . -• • • , • i .f.,,.ot , 

itf> I _.,/J 
• •••• j 

;p 

-:...!. 
TOOETHEI whh ■!I the ten•mentt, Mredltaments and ■pp,u1enances, with every pdvlltge, right, 11tl�, Jnt,,.at and 
1at1te, dower ■nd right of dower, rwv•nlon. nm■lnd•r ■nd ■..Mrnent thereto belonglng or In •nywh• 1ppert•1r1lng� 
TO HAVI AND TO HOLD lhe 11me In. he aln,p!e 'fotever. And tl,o 11kl part 1o 9 of tht flnl part 

covtnanlll: with th• Nld part iea of tht MGnd pai, that they are 
lawfully .. lud of tho 111d prem!M. lhot !hay a,. ,._ tr- all encurnb;onc., 
•nd th•• they have good tight ond lawful avtho,lty ta MIi 11,, umo; and that tho Nld part ioa of lh• 
llnt part do ho,..by fully wan•nt tho title lo Iha 111d p,.mlMI, and WIii dofend ti,, um• ag■lnat tho 
lawful dalmo of all ponona whornaoovor. 

fN WITNESS WIIWOP, the uld part le s of th. flnt pa,t ho v o horounto all their hands 
and 1■■t 15 the d■y •nd yur ebov• wt"ltten. 

SI ad, S.■ltd and D111,,.rod In Our p,_._, 

, v1'Z!,'.t'£ -- �h) �?r

-� �"--=
,._l00"0'D IN 0mOAl ftltoJIDI: n 

$tnte of FLOR IDA o, ••owA•o cou•IY. "0�,.,. 
FRANK H. MARKS 

(ljO'U.IUll ·0r BRO,/A RD CURK or c1Rcu1r co11� 
1 HEllOY CDTlFY, Thal on this 23rd 

before me .,.nonally appNred 
day of November A. D. 19 54,

CLARENCE E • NE.EL and MARY NEEL, his w He, 

11otor,,....s .. 11Aw.o1i-
11, C....U... fQi,o, 11,y u. Its& 

�-"---•••C......<a. 

-
�-�IA1) a,y l'ubllc 

MAIL TO: , 
first fcde1al Saving, & loan � a. 

- ...'.l.ll!...l.1-�---�-�----==�-
lmage courtesy of Kyle Rogers 872024 



Clipped from Newspapers.comn. LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS. SaL, Feb.26. 1955 9-C 

TROPICAL MANORS, a subdivision of Wilton Manors, 
is the location of this home ot 425 NE 28th St. It was 

~_!ly purchased by Mr. ond Mrs. Fronk M. Ritchie, 

Clipped from Newspapers.com 

Dayton, 0 . The sole wos handled by Dorothy Doherty, 
associated with Neel Realty. 
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