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"Experience the Odyssey" 

Wilton Manors, FL-Designs by Sean is the producer of the Odyssey Wilton Manors 50th 

Birthday Finale Saturday, May l 0th at 9:45pm, Hagen Park, 509 NE 22nd Drive, Wilton Manors. 

Designs by Sean, Inc. has been in existence for two years. Initially created as a sole proprietorship, 

the company was subsequently incorporated in March 1 995. 

The company's creative style and unique designs are due to it's mastermind and president 

Sean DeFreitas, a Wilton Manors resident. Sean has been involved with costume design since the 

age of eleven. A native Trinidadian, he won his first award as a performer in the Junior King of 

Carnival Competition in 197 6. He then left Trinidad to continue his studies and work abroad. 

Since the inception of Designs by Sean, Inc. , he has designed costumes and supplied the 

decor for major theme parties for such notable organizations as the Smithsonian Institute, Sea 

World of Florida, Busch Gardens, Cypress Gardens, The Orange Bowl, AT&T, the Ft. Lauderdale 

Winterfest Parade, Metro Zoo in Miami, Broward General Hospital, Bacardi, Williams Island, · 

American Express, Walt Disney World Florida, Universal Studios, and others. 

In the fall of 1996, Designs by Sean, Inc., created and produced the show Odyssey. a 

spectacular array of dancing, singing and awe inspiring costumes - creating a continuous 

metamorphosis throughout an evening of great entertainment. The show opens with the birth of 

(More) 
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a butterfly, taken under the wings of its mother. Together they take their journey to far away 

destinations in our world and then return to their place of birth, Wilton Manors, to celebrate the 

birthday of a great city. 

THE EVENING DESTINATIONS 

Act One - Northern Lights 
Journey to the Northern Hemisphere where gases mix with lights to create spectacular arrays 
of color kaleidoscopes and patterns. 

Act Two - Great Barrier Reef 
The entire room is magically transformed into an Atlantean paradise, where your guests will 
become one with the exotic population of sea life that is the Great Barrier Reef. Experience 
the sensation of being not just a visitor, but part of the flow of life under the sea. 

Act Three - Kenya 
Wild animals and pygmies surround your guests accompanied by haunting vocals. The 
echoes Africa are found in the choreography of the dark continent, from where it is said 
mankind began. A true safari of sight and sound await you. 

Act Four - Egypt 
Kingdom of the Sun: A spectacular vision of gold, depicting the opulence of the God Kings 
awaits your guests as they visit the ancient pyramids. Nubian slaves, dancing cobras, and 
strange life-like columns are just a part of this amazing journey that takes us back in time 
to the splendor of ancient Egypt. 

Act Five - Bermuda Triangle 
The unsolved mystery of this small part of planet Earth launches your guests on a voyage 
where inner and outer space meet. Where creatures not of this world transform themselves 
before your eyes. Be a part of this adventure into another dimension, slip through the crack . 
between reality and the unknown. 

Act Six - Carnival 
A cornucopia of ingredients, including a Carnival combine to form a spectacular finale to the 
evening's performance. 

Parking is at Ft. Lauderdale High School. For more info call WM Parks & Recreation at 390-2 130. 
##### 

Any persons requiring auxiliary aids and services for this program may call t.he ADA Coordinator at 390-2 122 at least t.wo working days prior lo lhis 
pf<>!,,ram. If you arc hearing or speech impaired. please contact the Florida Relay Service by using the following telephone numbers: 1 -800-955-8770 
(Voice) or 1 -800-95 587 7 1  (TDD). 

l'rintcd on Recycled !'aper 
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"Giant 501 Birthday Cake" 

Wilton Manors, FL-Thanks to Publix Supermarkets, Wilton Manors will have a 

GIANT 50' BIRTHDAY CAI<E! 

Don't miss your slice of cake being served at the finale of the "Odyssey" Saturday, May 

10th. 

##### 

Any persons requiring auxiliary aids and services for this program may call the ADA Coordinator al  390-2122 al  lcasl two working 
days prior lo this program.. If you arc hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Aorid a  lklay Service by using the following 
telephone numbers: 1-800-955-8770 (Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). 

Printed on Recycled Paper 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-permission/attribution required for re-use



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



•

Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



Reflecting on Our Past, 

Building Our Future 
WILTON MANORS, '7dad e� 
524 NORTHEAST 21 ST Court, WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA 33305 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

1947 - 1997 
Parks (954) 390-2115 

FAX (954) 390-2117 
Recreation (954) 390-2130 

FAX (954) 390-2138 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

DATE: April 16, 1997 
CONTACT: Rebecca G. Thacker, CLP, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director 
PHONE: 954-390-2130 
FAX: 954-390-2138 
SUBJECT: Honorary Parade Marshals 

''Nancy Stafford and James Dean to lead 
Wilton Manors 50th Birthday Celebration 
Parade as Honorary Parade Marshals" 

WlL TON MANORS, FL- On Saturday, May 10th Wilton Manors will host our 50th Birthday 

Parade with approximately 100 units from 5:00-6:30pm down Wilton Drive. We are 

particularly honored to have celebrity Nancy Stafford, and Wilton Manors pioneer James Dean 

as our Honorary Parade Marshals. 

Nancy hails from right here in Wilton Manors and may well be one of Hollywood's best 

kept secrets. She graduated from the University of Florida, and reigned as Miss Florida i� the 

Miss America Pageant. In New York she became a top model with the Ford Agency, then 

landed her first acting job, a dual role, as a series regular on the NBC-TV daytime drama "The 

Doctors". She spent several years as a series regular on NBC's critically acclaimed "St. 

Elsewhere", starred in the ABC series "Sidekicks", and for five seasons co-starred as Michelle 

Thomas,. Andy Griffith's law partner on the ABC series "Matlock". Nancy has starred in 

several TV movies, including NBC's "Moment of Truth: A Child Too Many" and Fox's recent 

"Natural Enemies". In addition to acting, Nancy is also the host of "Main Floor", the new 

nationally syndicated television series featuring the latest beauty and fashion trends. Nancy's 

husband, Larry Myers, is a professional musician as well as a pastor at the Malibu Vineyard 

(more) 

Prinred on Recycled/Recyclable Paper/Using Soy Based Ink 
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Christian Fellowship. He has helped establish several Vineyard Christian Fellowship churches 

in the L.A. area. They live in Marina del Rey. 

James Dean is a current resident of Wilton Manors and has been since his Air Force 

days in 1946. He and his wife, LaWayne, who have been married for 50 years, (that's 

something to celebrate), were one of Wilton Manors' original 80 families. In fact, James Dean 

actually carried Wilton Manors' articles of incorporation as a village to Tallahassee, and on 

May 13, 1947, the State of Florida declared the community officially the Village of Wilton 

Manors! 

Mr. Dean organized and developed several banks in the Broward County area including 

what is now known as Wilton Manors Sun Trust. He also built the first bridge across the 

Middle River at N.E. 26th Street. 

[WMHS Editor's Note 08/2022: the above paragraph is not an accurate representation 

of, and overstates, Mr. Dean's role in those two activities. --RAU]

The parade begins at the intersection of N.E. 14th Avenue and N.E. 26th Street and 

travels south down the west lanes of Wilton Drive ending at Ft. Lauderdale High School. The 

reviewing stand and bleachers are located at Jaycee Park across from 2020 Wilton Drive. 

Spectator viewing is good all along the drive so make plans now to bring your lawn chairs and 

the entire family. Parking for the public and parade participants is at Ft. Lauderdale High 

School. 

For more information call Wilton Manors Parks and Recreation 390-2130. 

##### 

Any persons requiring auxiliary aids and services for this program may call the ADA Coordinator at 390-2 122 al least two working days prior lo 
this program. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service by using the following, telephone numbers: l -800-
955-8770 (voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (!'DO) 
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Building Our Future 
WI LT O N MAN O RS, 1dad, eibf 
524 NORTHEAST 21ST Court, WILTON MANORS, FLORIDA 33305 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

1947 - 1997 

April 24, 1997 

Dear Parade Participant: 

Parks (954) 390-2115 
FAX (954) 390-2117 

Recreation (954) 390-2130 
FAX (954) 390-2138 

On behalf of the City of Wilton Manors, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for taking part in Wilton 
Manors 50th Birthday Celebration "Reflecting on Our Past, Building Our Future". Below are general instructions. If 
we all _follow these, we should pull off a successful parade .... here we go! 

1. The parade begins at 5:00pm at the comer ofN.E. 26th Street and N.E. 14th Avenue, and ends one mile later 
at the west Ft Lauderdale High School parking lot at around 6:00pm. 

2. Your members should be dropped off at the staging area around 4:00pm (see maps) as the roads close at 
4:30pm. You will be sent your parade number and specific location within the staging area the week of the parade. 
Marshals will be in the staging area to direct you and your participants as you arrive. You'll need to have time to drive 
to the west Ft Lauderdale High School parking lot to leave your vehicle at the end of the parade route for pick- up. 
Please make our own arrangements to get back to the start of the parade at the staging area. 

3. As you drive up to the staging area, see a parade marshal in a grey t-shirt andjade colored ball cap for directions 
to your appropriate place in line. 

4. Bathrooms and refreshments are only available at Manor Lanes Bowling Alley not at the staging and destaging 
area. Also at Hagen Park Please pass this infonnation along to your members. 

5. Water is available for animals. There is a hose bib on the back side of Sun Trust Bank near the drive-through 
· lanes. Participants will need their own bowls. Please do not block drive-through lanes. 

6. Please clean up after your animals. We do not have a "special crew" for that job! 

7. Please do not blow horns or sirens in the staging areas. 

8. If there is not enough room on the road where your number is, utilize the parking areas to the sides, rather than 
moving all the units back to create more space. 

9. Most parade units will receive a gold paper with your number on it. A parade marshal will come by prior to 
the start of the parade and tape it to the bottom right hand comer of your windshielq, if you are in a vehicle, or help 
you find another location. This is used as a reference for the judges. 

10. When you get to the reviewing stand at Jaycee Park, south of the traffic light at N.E. 21st Court, please pause 
for one minute to be reviewed by the judges and be filmed. During this one minute do your best for the judges then 
continue on toward the end or the parade route 

! '1,11/c<I 011 I /1.•1:ycfecfl/ lecyclal1lc f 1J{)cr/Usin9 Soy f3ascd Ink 
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-� 50th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION PARADE STAGING LIST .., 

� STAGING 
NAME UNIT# TYPE AREA 

BSO Fly-by-Helicopter 1 G Air 
WMPD Motorcycle 2 MC 14th Ave. 
WMPD - Chief, AC 3 G 14th Ave. 
WMFD-Support Van 4 G 14th Ave. 
WMFD-Engine 5 G 14th Ave 
BSO Honor Guard 6 M 14th Ave 
James Dean 7 p 14th Ave 
York Rite Masonic Bodies 8 M 14th Ave 

Nancy Stafford 9 p 14th Ave 
FLHS Band & Color Guard 10 B 14th Ave 
FLHSNJROTC 11 M 14th Ave 

12 14th Ave 

13 14th Ave 
Tracy Stafford 14 D 14th Ave 
King Wilkinson+ 1 15 D 14th Ave 
Jack Seiler+4 16 D 14th Ave 
John Fiore + 3 17 D 14th Ave 

Ray Dragani ( classic car) 18 C 14th Ave 
Gloria O'Gorman+ 1 19 D 14th Ave 
Rich Pratt+ 3 20 D 14th Ave 
Sandra J. Steen+ 2 20A D 14th Ave 
Ft. Lauderdale Shriners- Crazy Cars 20B 0 14th Ave 
Ft. Lauderdale Shriners- Clowns 20C 0 14th Ave 
Ft. Lauderdale Shriners - Hospital Van 20D 0 14th Ave 

BB(Baseball)-Wilton Manors Kiwanis 21 C 26th Drive 
BB-Old Florida Seafood 22 C 26th Drive 
BB-Hamil's Firestone 23 C 26th Drive 
BB-Rothe's 24 C 26th Drive 
BB-Haywood Plastering 25 C 26th Drive 
BB-A.J. 's Construction 26 C 26th Drive 
BB-Doc's Plumbing 27 C 26th Drive 
BB-Ed French Painting 28 C 26th Drive 
BB-Triple Check 29 C 26th Drive 
BB-Big Louie's 30 C 26th Drive 
BB-Scott's Auto Trim 31 C 26th Drive 
BB-Portice Pest Protection 32 C Bank parking lot #2 
BB-Kretzschmar & Sons Construction 33 C Bark parking lot #2 
BB-A-Tech Roofing 34 C Bank parking lot #2 

BB-Pride and Joy Day Care 35 C Bank parking lot #2 
BB-Vance Builders 36 C Bank'parking lot #2 
BB-Barton and Miller Dry Cleaning 37 C Bank parking lot #2 
Susan Olson+ 1 38 D Old Drive thru lanes 

Dania-Commissioner Etling+ l 38A D 26th Drive 
BCFR-Honor Guard 39 M Old Drive thru lanes 

Broward County Fire Rescue-Clown 40 M Old Drive thru lanes 

Broward County Fire Rescue - Fire Truck 41 G Old Drive thru lanes 
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, Lori Parrish+ 1 42 D Bank parking lot #2 
Ilene Lieberman+ 1 43 D Bank parking lot #2 
Doberman Rescue League 44 M Bank parking lot # 1 
Trio Nightclubs 45 0 Bank parking lot #2 
Tropics Restaurants 46 M Bank parking lot # I 
Island City Line Dancers 47 M Bank parking lot # 1 

48 M Bank parking lot # 1 
Kimling's Academy of Martial Arts 49 M Bank parking lot # I 
WMFD-Attack 16 50 G Bank parking lot # I 
WMFD-Snorkel 16 51 G Bank parking lot # I 
St. Clement Church Car 52 C Bank parking lot # I 
St. Clement Marching Unit 53 M Bank parking lot # 1 
St. Clement Float 54 F Bank parking lot # I 
Ft. Lauderdale New Rescue Truck 55 G Bank parking lot # 1 
Tim Smith (plus 2) 56 D Bank parking lot # I 
Ft. Lauderdale Antique Fire Truck 57 G Bank parking lot # I 
Military Order of Purple Heart Marching Unit 58 M Bank parking lot #2 
Military Order of Purple Heart Car 59 C Bank parking lot #2 

60 Bank parking lot #2 
Howard P. Clark, Jr.+ 1 61 D Bank parking lot #3 
Karen J anzer+ 1 62 D Bank parking lot #3 

63 Bank parking lot #3 
Lisa Napoli+ 1 64 D Bank parking lot #3 
Pembroke Park Citizens On Patrol 65 C Bank parking lot #3 

66 0 New drive thru lanes 
MASH/BASH Bus 67 G Bank parking lot #3 
MASH-Girl Scouts 68 M Bank parking lot #3 
City of Parkland Police Car 69 G Bank parking lot #3 
City of Parkland Fire Truck 69A G Bank parking lot #3 
Oakland Park Fire Rescue-Fire Truck 70 G Bank parking lot #3 
Oakland Park Fire Rescue-Fire Truck 71 G Bank parking lot #3 
Oakland Park Fire Rescue-Rescue Vehicle 72 G Bank parking lot #3 
Brownie Troop 564 73 M Bank parking lot #2 
BFI-Recycle Now 74 0 Bank parking lot #2 
BFI-Recycle Truck 75 0 Bank parking lot #2 
42nd Regimen of Ft. Laud. (Black Watch) 

Colour Guard 76 M New drive thru lanes 
Police Pipe & Drum Corp 77 B New drive thru lanes 
Parrot Lounge Van 78 0 New drive thru lanes 
Manley Tree Service-78 Dodge 79 C New drive thru lanes 
Manley Tree Service-47 Dodge 80 C New drive thru lanes 
WM Baptist Church Marching Unit 81 M New drive thru lanes 
WM Baptist Church-Horse 82 0 New drive thru lanes 

WM Baptist Church-Horse Drawn Wagon 83 0 New drive thru lanes 
Dorothy Page-Model A 84 0 Newurive thru lanes 
WM Civic Assoc-47 Plymouth 85 C New drive thru lanes 
WM Civic Assoc-96 Ford Mustang 86 C New drive thru lanes 
WM Civic Assoc-47 Indian Motorcycle 87 0 New drive thru lanes 
McGilligans Island 88 F New drive thru lanes 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea-Motorcycle 89 MC New drive thru lanes 
LBTS-Thomas McKane, Mayor+ 1 90 D New drive thru lanes 
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LB TS-Oliver Parker+ 1 91 D New drive thru lanes 
LBTS-Emest Fontaine+ 3 92 D New drive thru lanes 
LBTS-John Yanni+ 1 93 D New drive thru lanes 
LBTS-Fire Engine 94 G Catholic Com. Serv. prking lot 
BSO Marine Vehicle & Boat 95 G Catholic Com. Serv. prking lot 
WM Recycle Chip & Bag Truck 96 G Catholic Com. Serv. prking lot 
WMVac Con 97 G Catholic Com. Serv. prking lot 
WMES PTA Float 98 F Manor Lanes parking lot 
WMPD Dare Car 99 G Manor Lanes parking lot 
WMPD K-9 Unit 100 G Manor Lanes parking lot 
Cardinal Gibbons High School Key Club 101 M Manor Lanes parking lot 
Cooper City PD-Bicycles(2) 102 BI Manor Lanes parking lot 
Cooper City PD-Motorcycles(2) 103 MC Manor Lanes parking lot 
Cooper City PD-Car 104 G Manor Lanes parking lot 
Cooper City PD-Car 105 G Manor Lanes parking lot 
Kenpo Karate 106 M Manor Lanes parking lot 
Kenpo Karate 107 F Manor Lanes parking lot 
Young At Heart Car-Ruby & Helen 108 C Manor Lanes parking lot 
Young At Heart Car-Eda, Doris & Jay 109 C Manor Lanes parking lot 
O'Gorman Bros Van Lines ll0 C 26th Drive 
WRBDVan 1 ll 0 Church parking lot 
WM Womans' Club ll2 C Church parking lot 
WM Rec Volunteers ll3 F Church parking lot 
Richard Zaden ll4 C Church parking lot 
WMPD Marine Patrol Boat 115 0 Church parking lot 
Tani's Hair Design 116 C Church parking lot 
Georgie's Alibi 117 C Church parking lot 
Scoop Magazine ll8 C Church parking lot 
Marrinson Group Bus ll 9 F Church parking lot 
Kiwanis/Panzerrraylor Golf Cart 120 F Church parking lot 
Kiwanis/Panzerrraylor Golf Cart 121 F Church parking lot 
Hospice-Vitas TDI 122 C Church parking lot 
North Andrews Preschool Marching Unit 123 M Church parking lot 
North Andrews Preschool Van 124 0 Church parking lot 
Island City Realty 125 F Church parking lot 
Quarterdeck Fire Truck 126 F Church parking lot 
Catholic Community Services 127 C Church parking lot 
Plantation Motorcycles(2) 128 MC Church parking lot 
Coconut Creek Public Safety Dare Truck 129 G Church parking lot 
David Bonazzoli 130 C Church parking lot 
Anything Goes To Grace 131 F Church parking lot 
WMFD-Med Unit 132 G Church parking lot 
Holy Angels Free Catholic Church 133 F Church parking lot 

Senior Transportation Service 134 0 Church parking lot 
Stranahan High School Band 135 B Church parking lot 
Parrot Bus 136 0 Church parking lot 
WMFD Fire Engine 137 G Church parking lot 
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RADIO STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

1. Verify that your radio is on channel 1. This is the ONLY frequency you are authorized 
to transmit on. 

2. Make sure the antenna is snugly screwed down (but not to tight) to assure good 
reception. 

3. Do not mark the equipment. (Not even with tape.) 

4. Press the large gray button on the side of the radio to transmit (talk) and release to 
receive (hear). It is not a phone, you can't transmit and receive simultanously. 

5. Press the large gray button fully before you transmit or the beginning of your 
transmission will be cut off 

6. Keep the face of the radio 6 to 8 inches away from you mouth and speak clearly and 
calmly in a normal speaking voice when you transmit. (There is no need to yell or speak 
loudly.) 

7. Transmit only if necessary and keep it short and to the point. 

8. If you do not have a radio call sign use your first name and if you do not know someone's 
call sign use their first name or position. 

Example: Becky Thacker: "123 to Rob" 
Rob French: "This is Rob, go ahead" 
Becky Thacker: "Is your intersection closed?" 
Rob French: "Affirmative, it is closed" 

9. If you have an actual emergency and the air is not clear (people are talking on the radio) 
say "EMERGENCY TRAFFIC CLEAR THE AIR" and begin your transmission. All 
non-emergency radio transmissions should stop immediately. 

Example: Rob French: "Emergency traffic clear the air - any 

Tim Keefe 

fire unit I have a vehicle that is on fire at the 
comer of NE 6th Avenue and Wilton Drive" 

"Chief l6, acknowledged an engine is in 
route to NE 6th Ave and Wilton Drive to the 
report of the vehicle fire" 

10. If you are unsure of something please ask the nearest city employee and they will assist 
you. 
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I am pleased to have this opportunity to reflect on the past o 
our great "Island City” and build on the future. Although my time 
as the Mayor of Wilton Manors is short in relation to our total 
history. 1 am privileged to be in office during this unique period of 
reflection and planning.

What an opportunity we now have! A new millennium dawns! 
The foundation we build today will propel us into the future. As 
Wilton Manors evolves; we shift from an Indian hunting and 
fishing grounds - to an agrarian economy - to a bedroom 
community - to a true urban city. Our predecessors built their 
"village" based on the need for appropriate housing, roads that 
carried us quickly to our destinations, and small centers where 
community members could shop, dine and chat with one another. 
The age of mega-stores, mega-malls and gridlock has caused us to 
look at different solutions and ideals.

The document you are now reading evokes a simpler past; an 
age when the Web meant a spider's home and the Net was used for 
tennis or fishing. What would the founders of our community 
think about the technology of today, and conversely, what will our 
progeny think of our antiquated (to them) lifestyle? What does all 
this bode for us? More use of public transportation; less reliance 
on gasoline powered vehicles; more individual choices for arts and 
entertainment; more isolation as technology increases and we 
communicate, do business and socialize via "The Net”.

As Mayor of Wilton Manors, what can I do to encourage the proper changes to help prepare our 
community for the future? When 1 was elected I pledged to not do things the old way, but to try and look at 
the future of our City and be ready for it. During my first two years in office we laid the groundwork for the 
change to come. Our community's demographics are changing. What can we do to provide for the 
community needs of the persons now moving to Wilton Manors? How can we learn from the past and 
extricate the good while changing the bad? 1 had to note that times were indeed changing. The old ways of 
tax, spend and float bonds had to be examined. We paid for improvements and infrastructure by indebting 
ourselves for millions of dollars and pledging revenue sources, such as utility payments for years to come, 
to pay the bills.

This was, and is unacceptable. It’s a way of shifting the debt service to future taxpayers and residents 
instead of paying for things as you develop them. The first thing I did when I took office was to recommend 
that we return any unused or unobligated bond monies and live within our means from then on. The 
Council agreed and we got out of the easy solution bond business. In the future we will ask the citizens of 
Wilton Manors to tell us what they want to do regarding bond issues - not just by public hearings, but by 
actual referendums as well.

Another area we needed to look at was the administration. Was it too large? Was it too inbred? Did we 
need some new and fresh ideas? The Council agreed to look at new City Managers, and we hired Dr. Robert 
Levy, a Harvard educated administrator with impeccable credentials. We combined certain Departments 
and changed the scope of others in order to streamline and downsize the bureaucracy. We instituted total 
quality management principles and stressed the service and community aspects of “small town” 
government in City Hall.

Now how do you attack the needs for invigorating the City and the economy, while prudently 
recognizing the largesse of the past? My opinion was to look elsewhere for help. There are many programs 
available for communities such as Wilton Manors on Country, State and Federal levels. It was about time 
that Wilton Manors availed itself of this assistance. Dr. Levy and his staff were charged by the Council to 
look into all possible areas - financial, technical and otherwise to build our new “Island City". Through the
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City of Wilton Manors

landscaping; continued replacement of water and sewage lines; new safety programs and increased police 
presence via federal grants; continued emphasis on code enforcement; and programs to bring pride to our 
individual neighborhoods, block parties, traffic management, waterway cleanups and dredging; 
environmental management to protect our Manatees, wild parrots, and other endangered species. The 
recognition of our community as a Wild Bird Sanctuary and a recognized member of the Florida Blueways 
(waterway) Trails Program; and many other present developments. 1 see the foundation for our future to be 
a sound one.

As we reflect on our past 50 years and look towards the next 50 years, 1 know that many of us will Just 
be names in a history book. Let’s hope that what we accomplish now will be a continuous reminder to our 
progeny that while we were entrusted with building their base, we did it wisely and we did it well!!

rem^ Xe oM and 17 1 T re™deling Mickel ^1* the Kiwanis Park expansion; the
S Xton Drivel SJleT/Tv. f; tHe rePlacement of the NE 6th Ave bridge and the NE

ndge along with pavers, decorative lighting, new entranceway signs and

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



Hagen Park

6th Avenue Bridge

Recreation Volunteers Talent Show F.L.H.S. Auditoriui

Wilton Manors 
Island City 

50th Birthday Celebration

Canoe Race & Party
Children’s Day In the Park
Parade
Birthday Party & Street Dance
Car Show
Car Show Awards
Parade Awards
Spectacular Stage & Light Show 
The "Odyssey” by Sean DeFreitas

Council Meeting
Time Capsule Dedication
Reception

®th Avenue Bridge Dedication
Dedicated to Jerry & Dianne Thompson

Tuesday, May 13, 1997
6:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm

Sunday, May 4, 1997
10:00am-3:00pm

7:30-8:30pm
8:00-8:30pm
8:30-10:00pm

Hagen/Veteran’s 
Hagen /Veteran’s 
Hagen/Veteran’s

Hagen/Veteran’s 
Hagen / Veteran’s 
Fire Station

Colohatchee
Hagen/Veteran's 
Wilton Drive
Hagen / Veteran’s 
Hagen/Veteran’s 
Hagen/Veteran’s 
Hagen/Veteran’s 
Hagen/Veteran’s

Council Chambers
Jaycee Park
George & Helen

Richardson’s

Wednesday, May 7, 1997
2:00-2:30pm

Friday, May 9, 1997
7:00-9:30pm

Saturday, May 10, 1997
8:00am-Noon 
10:00am-2:00pm 
5:00-6:30pm 
6:30-11:30pm 
6:30-9:30pm 
9:00-9:45pm 
9:30-9:45pm 
9:45-11:30pm

For more information or to participate, please call Wilton Manors Parks and Recreation at 390-2130. All 
events are FREE except for Recreation Volunteers Talent Show which is $3.00 for adults and ages 15 and 
under are FREE. Proceeds used to purchase equipment for Wilton Manors children’s programs.

‘City of Wilton Manors

Thursday, May 8, 1997
6:00-7:30pm
6:00-8:30pm
7:30-8:30pm

1947 - 1997
Tennis Carnival

on Our Past, 
Our Future

Any persons requiring auxiliary aids and services for this program may call the ADA Coordinator at 390-2120 
at least two working days prior to these events. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the 
Florida Relay Service by using the following phone numbers 1-800-955-8770 Voice or 1-800-955-8771 TDD.

Golden Years Ceremonial Dinner 
Historical Display 
Golden Years Ceremony
Wilton Manors History Dedication &

Book Signing by Stuart McIver 
Fire Department Demonstration 
Fire Department Open House/Activities

Continental
Cablevision

1947 1997

)tn
____ < y i / ... ■■ ■ . •
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By Stuart B. McIver

I

Published by
THE CITY OF WILTON MANORS

THE ISLAND CITY - 
the Story of Wilton Manors

1997“30th
6 ©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved

NOTE: SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH INDICATES A NUMBER OF FACTUAL ERRORS OR 
INCONSISTENCIES IN THIS DOCUMENT, AND IT SHOULD BE QUOTED WITH 
CAUTION. WILTON MANORS HISTORICAL SOCIETY RECOMENDS VERIFYING WITH 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS; OR CONTACTING US AT WMHS@WMHISTORY.ORG FOR 
CONFIRMATION OF INFORMATION YOU WISH TO QUOTE.



Hue recycling program wdicd received

City of Wilton Manors

>e council oftde

GJl resolution honoring tde Ci tig ofUillon GRCanors on its 50td fj3irfdcdit/-

'ormei 
fune

JTCanors an.

Birtfe<rp Program
3

(jcrciw Yd)illon manors a>as conceived at ide deigdt oftde 1920's CJlorida [anddoom 

*-~-as a comfortable, carefully plannedsuburban community, and

2Sfjerea§, tde Ullage ofUilton JTCanors was formed on JTCay 13, 1947, and a>as 

incorporated as tde City ofUillon JTCanors on [June 4, 1953, and

SStjereaS, tde Gity ofTolillon JTCanors das maintained tde closeness ofa smalltoajn 

amidst a modern metropolitan region and, also dnoum as “[Island City” decause it is 

surrounded dy water, das decome a tropical paradise for its citizenry, and

5®(jerea§, tde digd quality oflife in tde City ofUilton JTCanors is tde result oftde dedication of 

its families to duilding safe andpleasant neigddordoods, and

successful recreation programs run dy tde Giiy oflsDilton JTCanors daoe instilled tde 

virtues of teamword andfiar play among its young residents, and

tde residents ofUilton JTCanors daue demonstrated a commendable level of civic 

responsidilily, severaldauing servedin elected and appointed offices oftde city, county, scdool 

hoard, and state legislature, and

SSIjeretiS, tde City oflllilton JTCanors degan an innova, 

statewide recognition at tde 1991 Ulorida fubilee, and

SBfjercas, tde City ofldilton JTCanors will be celebrating its 50td birtdday on JICay 13, 1997, 

9hnu, Sfjerefore, J3e Jt [Resolvedby tde Jtouse of Jiepreseniatives of tde <S>tate of GHorida; 

Hat tde Jlouse of [Representatives of tde Ulate of [Florida dereby commends tde City ofUilfon 

[Kanors on its 50td anniversary.

SBe St ^nvtfjcr 9ie§olHeii tdat a copy of- idis resolution be presented to tdt 

Gity ofUilton JTCanors as a tangible toden of tde sentiments expressedderein.
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Chapter 1 
IN THE BEGINNING

Birtfea$ Program
7

The Middle River as it looked to the Indians and to the early settlers.
Broward County Historical Commission

When E.J. Willingham made the first plat of Wilton Manors in 1925, he gave its future streets Indian 
names — Cherokee Street, Nokomis Street, Algonquin Street. It was an appropriate gesture. The first 
people to live on the island formed by the two forks of the Middle River were Seminoles. Their largest camps 
were located near the eastern fork, not far from today’s Federal Highway.

They were living there when William C. Collier, an Alabaman, began raising oranges on the south bank 
of the north fork in the early 1890s. The Indians liked Collier and his oranges so much that they named the 
river after him — Colohatchee, Collier River.

At about the same time a Jacksonville company headed by Duncan U. Fletcher bought 1,310 acres on 
the north and south sides of the river and established the Florida Fiber Company. The company’s plan was 
to grow sisal hemp for use in rope and other coarse textiles. The company did so poorly that in 1891 it 
petitioned Dade County for relief from its burdensome tax bill of $32.41, a harbinger of the days ahead 
when a major selling point for homes in Wilton Manors would be “no city taxes." Florida Fiber eventually 
closed down and platted its land to be sold as Progresso.

1947 199750th©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



Li

■w

3?

Broward County Historical Commission

1947

■rot:

•I
i
I

il
?

!

I

•SffiSSEE
£

*** 
UUTH4X0I.

Y CU *y_ Qr

c

fl7

•Wti'l'ltij

Lt 1997I y , - ■ - . ■■■ ■ , -

I
i

The plat of the town of Colohatchee, as laid out by 
Frank R. Oliver, T.C. Moody and S.H. Weaver in October, 
1910.
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In 1892 George A. Farnham of Saratoga Springs, New York, bought 42 acres on the north fork from 
the Boston and Florida Atlantic Coast Land Company for $515.37. The company had acquired considerable 
acreage as a grant from the state for its role in building what would later become the Intracoastal 
X^thThree de^desfl°WS’ Farnham held 016 land’ apparently as an investment, until his

Life began to stir around Middle and New Rivers after the completion in 1892 of the County Road from 
Lantana on the shores of Lake Worth to Lemon City on the shores of Biscayne Bay. Stage coaches ran from 
S^,aX^efnOrth S 6 °f NeY.River and from ^®on City north to the south side of the river. There a 
mwhi Pp ‘ d ° Cany pjlsvsengerS' freight and mail across 1116 deepest river on the stage line’s run. The 
Middle River was crossed by two small bridges near today’s Dixie Highway
man ‘° WaS Stranahan- a cousin of the owner of the stage line. A
O^^Lssumed mS' ®5ranahan pd moved to Florida to escape the cold winters of his native 
Ohio. He assumed his duties on the shores of the New River on Januaiy 31, 1893.

■S!

]” ..I,,ppppy Efe' •E'L 
nI'mb'jjj'i Erm
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Stranahan established a trading post to deal with the Indians who lived on the river and in the ^est 
®Verglades. In 1896 Henry M. Flagler put the ferry out of business by bringing his railroad south from

Beach to the New River and then on to Miami. Small settlements sprang up along the railroad s pa 
aritl a town began to grow near the location of an 1838 Seminole War fort. Stranahan became the foun g 
^ther of a city which would take the name of the fortification — Fort Lauderdale.

He bought farm land on the southeast tip of the island. It would later become the Coral Point 
subdivision in Wilton Manors. In 1900 Frank married Ivy Cromartie, the community's first school teacher. 
Years later she reminisced to a Miami Herald reporter about their farm:

“We’d go out to the farm in a buggy or a canoe. It was a beautiful trip by water. Both New River and 
Middle River were very clear, and we could see tropical fish of all colors swimming around under the canoe. 
There was lots of wildlife along the banks."

Alligators, she said, sunned themselves by the rivers and wildcats and bears roamed through the 
neighborhood. An eagle kept a nest in a tall pine tree within sight of their farm.

“I frequently made trips at night along the paths,” she said, "but I always carried a lantern. The 
animals were afraid of the light."

Near the farm Seminoles were seen regularly cultivating coontie, a plant from which they concocted a 
soup called "sofkee.” Two large Indian camps were located near the forks of the river, just west of today’s 
federal Highway.

In 1910 Frank Oliver, T.C. Moody and S.H. Weaver of Fort Lauderdale laid out a plat for a sub-division 
they called Colohatchee, lying between the south and north forks of the Middle River, just west of the 
Florida East Coast Railway tracks. Among the names of the east-west streets were Bay, Palmetto, Centre, 
Main, Pine and Lime. One of the north-south thoroughfares was Dade Avenue. The island was at that time 
part of Dade County. A note on the plat indicates that just a mile west lay the Everglades.

By 1910 the population of Stranahan's town had soared to 143 people. When the town fathers realized 
that Dania, lying just to the south, was planning to annex their community, they moved quickly to 
incorporate Fort Lauderdale in March, 1911, just as Wilton Manors would do 36 years later when 
threatened with annexation by Fort Lauderdale.

That same month an enormous promotion overran the area. Richard “Dicky” Bolles, a real estate 
promoter who had bought half a million acres of Everglades swamp land from the state, held a giant land 
auction in Fort Lauderdale. His Florida Fruit Lands Company conducted a combination auction and lottery 
to sell land in the newly-drained Everglades. Or as the sales literature called it ’Tropical Paradise.” 
"Promised Land,” or “Land of Destiny." The New York World called these eager salesmen “swamp boomers." 
For $240 a buyer could purchase a farm in the Glades, hopefully one above water, with a dry-land lot In 
Progresso thrown in.

During a one-week period in March, 191L more than 3,000 people rode Florida East Coast Railway 
trains into a town of less than 150 residents. One who came to town that memorable year not to buy but to 
sell was Winborn Joseph Willingham, from Macon, Georgia. He was known as “Windy Joe,” possibly as a 
play on his first name of Winborn but more likely because of his profession. Windy Joe Willingham was an 
auctioneer, pressed into duty to auction off land for Tom Bryan, one of Fort Lauderdale’s most prominent 
leaders then and for many years to come. Windy Joe would provide a significant key to the future of the 
City of Wilton Manors.

In 1912 a sturdy house was built in the area between the two forks of the Middle River. Uncle Billy 
Johnson built the home using three-inch Dade County pine for his floors. Uncle Billy farmed the land and 
operated a dairy.

In 1915 the east coast towns from Deerfield to Hallandale decided it was time to break away from 
Miami and Dade County. That year Broward County was formed, named in honor of Governor Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward, whose drainage program had opened up the Everglades land that Dickey Bolles and 
his swamp boomers had sold.

That same year Dixie Highway was completed through Broward County, linking the area to the 
northern states. Described as ‘‘rocky, rough, full of potholes, narrow," it was the first major road opening 
up the southeast coast to the new conveyance now available to vast numbers of Americans. World War I,

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved
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For Windy Joe Willingham it was time to return to Florida. In Pompano he auctioned land at 
Pinehurst-by-the-Sea and sold land for Harry McNab east of what is now Federal Highway. The Great 
Florida Land Boom was rolling. It was time also for Windy Joe's cousin Edward John Willingham, better 
known as Ned, to appear on the scene. After all. Windy Joe had told him:

“All live wires in Fort Lauderdale. No knockers there.”

BUILDING BOOM STARTED 
AND WILL CONTINUE

1997
City of Wilton Manors^

1947

AI
3
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which ended in November of 1918, had slowed the spread the automobile but not for long. Florida would 
soon be echoing with the roar of auto engines.

By 1919 movie makers were beginning to take advantage of the state’s exotic, tropical settings. That 
year many sequences of The Firing Line, starring the famous dancer/actress Irene Castle, were shot in the 
pine woods near Colohatchee. Chemical torches illuminated night hunting scenes, giving the jungle “the 
appearance of a veritable fairyland,” wrote the Fort Lauderdale Herald. Based on a popular novel by Robert 
Chambers, the silent film was shot in black and white by Famous Players Corporation.

To Florida the Roaring Twenties would mean more than just Prohibition, bathtub gin, flappers and the 
P°Puly dance, the Charleston. It would mean an uncontrollable explosion of growth the likes of which no 
other American state had ever lived through. It was called simply the Boom. The Fort Lauderdale Sentinel of 
July 30, 1920, heralded it prophetically:

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



Chapter Z 
THE FOUNDING FATHER 

Edward John Willingham arrtved in Fort Lauderdale in 1923, lured to the land partly by Windy Joe's

�lowtng tales and partly by his own shrewd eye for business. In his native Georgia he had established an 
IIIlpressive record In retail furniture and in farming. He cultivated extensive peach orchards and was said 
to own the most beautiful pecan grove in Middle Georgia. He was one of the founders of the Bibb National

Bank in Macon and was also chairman of the board of directors of the Georgia Industrial Home. 

E.J. "Ned" Willingham (standing, third 
from left) in a picture with his father 

(seated, in center) and his eight 
brothers. 

Middle Georgia Genealogical Library 

On August 18, 1861, in Macon, just after the start of the Civil War, Willingham was born into a 
distinguished Georgia family. One of his great nephews was the noted author Calder Willingham, who 
wrote the novel End as a Man and the screen play for the acclaimed 1967 motion picture 1lte Graduate. 
Both of E.J. 's college-educated parents were so dedicated to higher education that all thirteen of their 
children who grew to adulthood were sent to college. This came. according to the family genealogy, -at a 
lime when the South was suffering its deepest depression as a result of the ravages of the War Between the 
States." 

Already armed with plenty of money for startup costs, Willingham came to Fort Lauderdale in 1923. 
He was associated for a time with M. I. Anglin, developer of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. Then he launched his 
own development. From the North Palm Beach County developer, Harry Kelsey. he bought a prime parcel of 
real estate, the land lying between the ocean and the Intracoastal Waterway, extending from what Is now 

1947 5._Qth 1997
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The rockpit that became Lazy Lake. 
Broward County Historical Commission

; Birthday Program
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Birch State Park to Oakland Park Boulevard. He called it Lauderdale Beach. Vista Park at Twenty-Eighth 
Street and A1A was given to the city by Willingham.

By this time the Roaring Twenties were roaring in Broward County. To the music of the Jazz Age 
bootleg whiskey was flowing too fast for the revenuers to keep up and real estate was selling too fast for the 
paper work to keep up.

Along Las Olas Boulevard West Virginian Charlie Rodes was creating “finger isles” and labeling Fort 
Lauderdale “the Venice of America.” To the south Joseph Young was developing a new city, Hollywood-by- 
the-Sea, well on its way to becoming for a time the largest in the county. North of Fort Lauderdale, 
Pompano was booming.

It was all too much for Frank Stranahan: “We are getting in too much of a rush here. City life too fast 
for me."

In those heady days of 1924 Ned Willingham bought Uncle Billy Johnson’s farm, just north of Middle 
River and west of Dixie Highway. Ned saw it as a suburb of the county seat. He planned at first to call his 
subdivision Willingham Park, then settled on Wilton Manors, making use of the first three letters of his 
surname. The rumor would later circulate that Wilton was chosen because it was the maiden name of his 
wife. Not so. Her maiden name was Eula Felton.

The following year Willingham bought an additional 30 acres from M.C. Slagle, a Kansan who had 
come to Fort Lauderdale in 1919. That year Slagle had purchased 20 acres from “old man (Dr. Leslie) 
Maxwell” for $4,500. In 1925 he received a down payment of $7,500 for his land.

By now Willingham was ready to proceed with the plat of Wilton Manors Unit Number 1. He had 
accumulated 345 acres of pine land, referred to later in his publicity as “wooded highland.” Location was a 
major strength of his subdivision, positioned within the northern limits of Fort Lauderdale and reached 
easily by automobile along the new Dixie Highway and by train from the FEC station at Colohatchee.

J.S. Rhine, civil engineer, completed the first plat, filed with the City of Fort Lauderdale in October, 
1925. In the plat the subdivision extends west from Dixie Highway to Northeast Third Avenue and south 
from Prospect Road, today's Twenty-sixth Street, to the canal just north of Middle River. Although his two 
previous developments fronted on the ocean, he concentrated in his first plat on residential property in the 
“wooded highland" area of his land.

fflXDOHS

Willingham's 1925 plat for Wilton Man^‘ts 
No. 1. complete with Indian names for stree •

Broward County Historical Commission.

• • -rf
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The southern approach to Wilton Manors crossed the south fork of the Middle River.
Broward County Historical Commission

To provide rock for roads, sidewalks and building foundations, the Willingham company excavated 
construction materials from a rock pit within the town. His publicity people glowingly touted it as "some of 
the best rock to be found in the vicinity of Fort Lauderdale." The long-range strategy, declared the sales 
brochure, was to later convert the rock pit into "a beautiful lake, covering 5 acres of ground and attaining 
an average depth of 18 feet. This lake will provide ample facilities for swimming, boating, and other aquatic 
pleasures."

The rockpit actually became a hole in the City of Wilton Manors. It would be known as Lazy Lake. 
Willingham's goal was to create “a high-class residential suburb" within a natural setting, “blending with 
the splendor of a tropical sky and sub-tropical verdure." Five parks, small green spaces, some of them

___ '■ ij|
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“A splendid canal system is planned for the second unit of Wilton Manors," said the Willingham sa es 
°chure, “and entrancing Middle River is to be widened and deepened for small pleasure craft."

For his main street Willingham chose the name Wilton Boulevard, now known as Wilton Drive. No 
Usiness property was to be permitted on the boulevard, which was to be “exclusively residential.” The 

street ran diagonally southwest from Dixie Highway, thus creating a location which would be known as 
hive Points. It would become a central Broward County landmark, but also the source of many traffic 
tieups and fender-benders. To cross the south fork Willingham built a bridge twenty-six feet wide, which, 
he claimed, was the state’s widest.

Most of the streets had Indian names but not those of Florida Indians like Osceola or tribes like the 
Setninoles. For example the street on which today’s City Hall is located was named Choctaw. Among the 
°ther names were Algonquin, Nakomis, Mohawk, Chippewa, Sioux, Cherokee, Seneca. Hiawasee. Okolona 
Avenues. Willingham named two other streets for rivers near Macon, Georgia — Ocmulgee and Oconee. 
Though spelled incorrectly, Sewanee, a river which rises in south Georgia also rated a name. Ludowici 
Avenue lacks the sound of the old Indian nations. Why was it on the plat? Ned picked the name of a city not 
far from Macon.

“A picturesque site has been reserved in the central portion for the development for a hotel that will, in 
all probability, be built in the very near future," claimed the brochure. Its location was to be on the west 
side of Wilton Boulevard at Choctaw.

■ City of Wilton Manors
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Willingham named his main street Wilton 
Boulevard.

Broward County Historical Commission
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The Wilton Manors Towers, designed by Francis Abreu, 
under construction.
Broward County Historical Commission

50lh

along the river, were included in his plan. These were to be preserved “in perpetuity" for the residen ■ 
established a nursery on the south side of the subdivision near the river for beautifying boulevards.
and parks. The nursery would be available, too, for residents to acquire plantings for their own properu 
without cost. The nursery contained 4,000 orange and grapefruit trees as well as coconut and royal palms 
and shrubbery.

Willingham promised “complete public utilities — electricity and water from its own wells." Other 
“splendid” improvements would include 15 miles of paved streets all 30 feet or wider, 30 miles of cement 
sidewalks, 15 miles of white-way lights and 30 miles of parkways.

An indication of Willingham's commitment to his new development was his choice of an architect to 
design the Wilton Manors entrance gate. The Georgia peach tycoon picked Francis Abreu, Fort Lauderdale’s 
premier architect.

In the 1920s land boom the prevailing architectural style along the Gold Coast was Mediterranean, 
drawing heavily on Spanish and Italian influences. The work of Palm Beach’s Addison Mizner, the most 
famous of all the Gold Coast architects, has been described as “Bastard-Spanish-Moorish-Romanesque- 
Gothic-Renaissance-Bull-Market-Damn-the-Expense Style." For Florida's trendy structures Abreu’s 
credentials were excellent. For one thing he was of Spanish descent and for another he had acquired a solid 
foundation at Cornell University, where he had majored in architecture and the fine arts.

The Abreu family moved to Fort Lauderdale in the early 1920s. Francis was promptly given the 
assignment of designing a beachfront home for his wealthy grandfather. The home at Alhambra Street and 
AIA still stands today as the Casablanca Restaraunt. Among his other Broward County designs were the 
Fort Lauderdale Golf and Country Club, the Fort Lauderdale Municipal Casino and Pool, the Maxwell 
Arcade, the Dania Beach Hotel and many of the most beautiful homes in the Las Olas Boulevard area. He 
would later design many houses on Sea Island, Georgia, among them the home of the great American 
playwright Eugene O'Neill.

A Fort Lauderdale News story about Abreu, dated October 11, 1925, revealed that the architect was

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved
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“WILTON MANORS ALMOST READY FOR MARKET.”
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The cover of Willingham's Sales Brochure.

Broward County Historical Commission.

tax payments on big-ticket sales — in cash. 
Speculators started trembling. Most of their profits 
were still on paper.

During the previous summer the Florida East 
Coast Railway, overwhelmed by the crush of 
passengers and cargo, declared an embargo to 
catch up on railroad and rolling stock maintenance. 
Shipment of construction materials slowed to a 
stop by early winter as more than 7,000 
southbound freight cars backed up at the 
Jacksonville yards. Meanwhile a ship sank in 
Government Cut, blocking the entrance to Miami’s 
harbor and sealing off sea lanes into the busiest of 
the boomtime cities.

Willingham, fighting a shortage of building materials, pushed hard to get his development opened in 
1925. Finally on January 30, 1926 the Fort Lauderdale News ran the big story, topped with an eight­
column headline that read:

The drop from the headline told readers, “Manors Features Lofty Entrance Gate and 100-Foot 
Boulevard Which Shortens Route South.”

The story’s lengthy lead read:
“Wilton Manors, described as being something new and different in suburban developments and

~50‘h

'v°rking with a backlog of $3 million dollars worth 
°f architectural projects. One of these assignments 
"'as for “the field office, entrance gates and 
observation towers for Wilton Manors for E.J.
Billingham. being designed in Italian Gothic.” His 
fee for the design was $50,000.

Abreu based his concept for the entrance on 
the gates to Casa de Salinas in Salamanca, Spain. 
“The Gates,” as they were first called, became the 
symbol of Wilton Manors, an impressive entrance to 
the new community. The towers were located on the 
West side of Dixie Highway at Wilton Drive. An 
archway between each set of towers, provided a 
Passageway for the sidewalks along Wilton Drive.

The builders, Prescott and Boyd, used rock 
from Lazy Lake to build the crenelated towers atop 
a concrete foundation for $12,000, which coupled 
with Abreu’s fee made the cost of the towers 
$62,000, a considerable sum in 1926. Decorative 
Inserts of coquina rock enhanced the beauty of the 
structure. Between the towers were strung cables 
supporting a banner which proclaimed: "Welcome to 
Wilton Manors."

In October, when the Abreu story ran, the 
future still looked feverishly rosy. By New Year’s Eve t 
the boom was unraveling. In the summer of 1925 
the Internal Revenue Service had begun demanding S ®A 
ftlV rm o am VotrC Ft z-'lz-CiF Colao i to one'll ‘ f"'' ‘ ■ 1
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Willingham built homes of varying styles 
and sizes. The two-story house became the 
home of Carl Hiaasen.
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destined to become one of the most beautiful residential areas in Florida, is the realization of the p 
yet unique vision of its developer, E.J. Willingham. The Manors consists of 345 acres of pine-cla „
strategically set within the northern limits of Fort Lauderdale between the east and west Dixie Hign y 

At that point something went wrong in the story. The tenth and eleventh lines were printed ups 
down, an omen perhaps, pointing ahead to eminent disaster. Still, the story made it clear that Wilton 
Manors would be opening soon, unfortunately to a buying public that was fast becoming a great deal le 
eager to buy.

Willingham, his right-hand man Perry Mickel and the sales staff used the towers as administrative 
and sales offices. A stairway to the top of the tall south tower gave salesmen the opportunity to give 
prospective “home-seekers” a view of the community they hoped would rise from the pineland. It was a fine 
view, Mickel later said, but prospective buyers never got to see a bustling town.

Then on February 9, a full-page ad in the Fort Lauderdale News printed the big announcement. E.J. 
Willingham Development Co. was open for business. But where were the buyers?

In all the company’s ads the art work featured the architect’s drawing of the gates. Declared the copy: 
“Wilton Manors is already an established community — within the city limits of Fort Lauderdale — two 
miles north on the Dixie from the city’s business district — where values must increase rapidly with the 
city’s inevitable expansion to the north — exclusive, convenient, accessible —between the East and West 
Dixie Highways — next to the Florida East Coast Railroad — with the south fork of enchanting Middle River 
in its Southern Boundary — highly developed and extremely beautiful.”

The ads, always tastefully presented, hit hard at the theme of streets and roads. Wilton Boulevard was 
described as the new East Dixie Highway shortcut, 80 feet wide with 10-foot parkways on either side,” 
eliminating seven turns on the old Dixie..." The ad also claimed 111/4 miles of paved streets.

The company struggled bravely to impart a mood of optimism. Ads pointed out that even before the 
sales office opened more than a quarter of a million dollars worth of lots had been sold. Lots ranged in price 
from $3,000 to $7,500, fairly high numbers for the time. Residences on Wilton Boulevard were to cost no 
less than $8,500, on Dixie Highway, $7,000. All sales were restricted to Caucasians.

Early ads sometimes made overstated claims: “Wilton Manors is fast becoming populated. Seven 
homes are now being erected, some have been completed, and two others were contracted for during the 
past week. Such settlement in an exclusive, restricted, residential community, combined with the excellent 
nature of improvements, means that values enhance accordingly. Here is an unusual opportunity!”

The first house sold in Wilton Manors was bought by Carl A. Hiaasen. a partner in the prominent law 
firm of McCune, Casey, Hiaasen and 
Fleming, which represented the 
Willingham company. The two-story 
house, at Choctaw and Ludowici, is still 
standing and Carl Hiaasen's name has 
been perpetuated through his 
grandson. A later Carl Hiaasen has 
emerged as one of Florida’s major 
novelists.

By February 19 the Wilton Manor's 
ads were growing smaller, featuring 
restrained themes like “You owe it to 
yourself to investigate" and “Character 
Makes Value.” On March 5 the ad had 
shrunk to a half page and 11 days later
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From Its administration building the Willingham 
Company struggled vainly to stay in business.

Broward County Historical Commmlsion.

Along the Dixie Highway near the northern entrance to 
Wilton Manors.
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the size was only two columns by four inches with a soft-sell appeal to “discriminating home-seekers."
On March 7, the Fort Lauderdale Sun, a new daily newspaper which had started publication on 

February 1, 1926, ran a Wilton Manors ad. In it Willingham was clearly recognizing that the market had 
changed drastically:

“Many real estate operators are beginning to realize that the hectic days of enormous profits have 
passed; that also is our belief.

“The conservative buyers who are satisfied with a safe and sane profit on their investment are the 
people we desire to interest in Wilton Manors.”

On April 10, 1926 the Willingham Development Co. ran its last ad. The boom was over. The Great 
Depression that came to the rest of the country in 1929 arrived in Florida in early 1926.

That summer Perry and Dorothea Mickel built a garage apartment near the ocean, just in time for the 
next disaster. On September 18, 1926, a hurricane struck the southeast coast. Winds of 140 miles an hour 
hit Miami and South Broward, The Mickels sat in their car and watched the winds wreck their apartment.

In Broward County alone the death toll reached 49, for the entire state the number was nearly 400. 
Although Willingham’s home was badly damaged, Wilton Manors, high and dry as pinelands usually are, 
weathered the physical damage. The land survived. Ned Willingham’s dream did not.

All over the area businesses and banks were failing. The river of checkbook-bearing out-of-towners 
slowed to a trickle. Where were the new buyers to feed money into the market? Already the older buyers

‘50lh
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were defaulting on their payments. Properties were reverting to the developers who didn t want them ey 
couldn’t pay the taxes on the land. h « 20

M.C. Slagle, who had collected $7,500 from the Willingham company as a down payment on 
acres, wound up owning his land again. He also got to keep the $7,500. He was among the few wn 
through the real estate bust in good financial shape.  ,

Ned Willingham and his wife returned to Macon, leaving his properties in the hands of his son. ' ” 
Jr., and Perry Mickel. The Mickels in the meantime had raised their beach apartment and built a firs oor 
under it. They had little time to enjoy it. In those Prohibition days rum runners began unloading cargo oo 
close to their home, “too close for comfort," as Perry put it. So, said Dorothea, “We sold the beach house o 
the Capone gang and they burned it later.” The Mickels moved into Ned Willingham’s old home to take care 
of the house for the developer, but trouble wouldn’t go away. Citrus canker attacked the orange grove back 
of the house and the trees had to be uprooted and burned.

In the short time that remained for him Ned Willingham maintained his ties to Fort Lauderdale. With 
young August Burghard, champion swimmer, newspaper editor and later Florida historian, the developer 
shared Georgia backgrounds. August had attended Mercer College in Willingham’s home town. Macon. 
When the bank where Burghard’s wedding funds were deposited failed, the developer, still reeling from a 
$3,000,000 loss, loaned the young man the money to get married.

In the early fall of 1927 Ned Willingham suffered a cerebral hemorrhage. He lingered on for seven 
months before dying in an Asheville, North Carolina, hospital on the last day of March, 1928. He was 66. At 
that he outlived his wife Eula by exactly two months. The obituaries of both Willinghams were prominently 
displayed on page one of the Macon Telegraph.

Norman Malcolm, seeking information for a brief history of the town for the Wilton Manors Bulletin, 
wrote:

“Mayor (Dave) Turner, who knew Willingham well, said the latter always carried his check book along 
and paid on the spot. When the collapse came, nobody suffered by Willingham’s defaults since there were 
none.

“Seldom has extended inquiry been made among so many people about a man engaged as Willingham 
was without some unkind criticism but your investigator encountered nothing but praise for the Founder of 
Wilton Manors. Mr. Hiaasen characterized him as ‘One of God’s noblemen.’”
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nanage and maintain the troubled Willingham 
date.

Less than six months after the death of the 
founder, another vicious hurricane struck South 
Florida, thus further discouraging outside investment 
in Florida land. In September, 1928. 160-mile-an- 
hour winds battered both Broward and Palm Beach 
Counties. Flooding near Lake Okeechobee drove the 
final death toll up to nearly 2,000 people, the third 
worst natural disaster in the country’s history.

Again. Wilton Manors held up well but there was 
little other good news as the depression deepened 
across the land. At the entrance on Wilton Drive the 

tower stood vacant. Children, playing in the 
empty building, knocked out windows and 
partially burned the stairs. Fearful the steps 
might collapse while children were playing on 
them, the company had to remove what 
remained of the stairs. No longer could

Upper: After the real estate bust and the death oft 
Willingham the founder's home became the dwelling 
of the Perry Mickel family.
Lower: The Wilton Manors Nursery.

Broward County Historical Commission.
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A month after his father died, E.J. Willingham. Jr., administrator of the estate, filed an amended 
Plat to Unit 1, Wilton Manors. In it the Willingham company relinquished to the public the responsibility 
for the maintenance of all parks, streets and alleys in the subdivision. At a time when the company had lost 
$3,000,000, this relieved the estate of a significant expense item. It also removed a portion of its property 
from the tax rolls, an additional cost break. The only other change of note concerned the names of several 
of the streets. Reflecting lowered expectations, Wilton Boulevard simply became Wilton Drive. Streets on 
the west side of the subdivision were changed to create a system of numbered streets. For example. 
Choctaw Avenue became N.E. 21st Court.

The plat, dated May 22. 1928. was signed by E.J. Jr., his wife Viola, his sister Mary Willingham 
Chambers and her husband W. Ross Chambers. Witnesses were attorneys C.H. Landefeld and Tom 
Fleming.

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



then watched them

Birthday Program
20

Transportation was primitive for three of the Mickel children, who traveled around 
the former Willingham property with “Old Neilly.”
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prospective buyers climb the stairs to survey the community of Wilton Manors. But then there we 
prospective buyers, or for that matter no true community.

Mickel bought a cow and farmed about 25 acres on the island. In those days Wilton Manors was 
simply farmland or woods. One foggy morning in 1932 Perry milked the cows, then watched them 
disappear in the mist as they 
crossed Wilton Drive.

Suddenly, they came 
stampeding back home. Mickel 
went to the street to 
investigate. He saw two 
elephants strolling down Wilton 
Drive, one with a handler 
asleep on its broad back. Perry 
found out that the elephants 
had been taken off an 
overloaded trailer in West Palm 
Beach and walked to Miami for 
their starring appearance in a 
circus. Dorothea Mickel, a 
trained nurse, continued to 
bring in income for the family 
by working in area hospitals 
and performing private duty. In 
the early 1930s the land north 
of Middle River and east of 
Wilton Drive had to be sold for 
taxes.

Perry retrieved the land for the Willinghams by selling the house on Fifth Avenue to Frank Musebeck 
and the house at the entrance gates to George Smith, who owned a furniture store and a tire shop. He also 
rescued Willingham property in the Idylwyld section of Fort Lauderdale by insisting to attorney Tom 
Fleming that the bank that held the mortgage would discount it for even a small payment. Fleming was 
skeptical but he came back beaming to tell Mickell, "My God, Perry, they took it.” Mickel continued to 
expand his farm, acquiring additional acreage west of Andrews Avenue. Then in 1936 a large and as it 
turned out important sale was made. Fleming handled a transaction in which George Richardson, a native 
of North Ireland, bought “40 acres more or less” of prime land on the south fork of Middle River from Wilton 
Manors, Inc.

Richardson had an unusual occupation. He built golf courses and he built them for the best golf 
course architects in America, C.W. Tillinghast and the acclaimed Donald Ross of Pinehurst, North Carolina.

George and Rachel Richardson came to New York from Ireland when they were both in their twenties. 
George worked first in lawn maintenance and from that moved into golf course maintenance in 1918, the 
year their son, George, Jr., was born at Rydel, Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia. His next move was into golf 
course construction, following the plans of the architects who designed them. He built courses in Detroit 
and Tarrytown, New York.

Richardson used a labor-intensive approach, employing as many as 200 men on a given project. 
Operating long before mechanized land-moving equipment became available, he worked with simple scoops 
drawn either by mules or by tractors. He built 10 courses as well as the polo fields at Westbury, Long 
Island. Building a major golf course took about two years, so the Richardson family moved from city to city 
as each course was built.

Inevitably the 1920s land boom drew him to Florida. In the mid-1920s he constructed the course at 
the Fort Lauderdale Country Club, for which Francis Abreu had designed the club house. After he finished
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Richardson Golf Course.
George Richardson

George Richardson, Sr., (center) putts on the 
eighth green. 

George Richardson
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his work at Broward County, the family moved north to build a course on Montauk Point, New York, for 
Carl Fisher, the developer of Miami Beach and the promoter of the Dixie Highway.

“My father built the course in Fort Lauderdale just before the '26 hurricane," recalled his son George. 
"The storm blew it away." The collapse of the boom ended any chance of rebuilding it at the time.

Each winter the Richardson family returned to Fort Lauderdale. George, Sr., already saw it as a place 
to retire. Rachel, meanwhile, had invested in mortgages so despite the depression the family was well 
positioned to move to Florida and combine George's career and his retirement.

In 1936 Richardson found a property that suited his retirement plans perfectly. Close to downtown 
Fort Lauderdale and its resort area on the beach he located a suburban area on the south fork of Middle 
River, blessed with a good stand of pines and palms. And not subject to flooding. Through Tom Fleming, 
Richardson bought 40 acres of prime real estate plus a house from Wilton Manors, Inc.

“The price we paid was so insignificant I’d be embarrassed to reveal it," recalled George Richardson, Jr. 
“It was out in the boonies, out beyond Progresso. In 1936 there were just three houses in the town. One of 
them was owned by Carl Hiaasen.”

George’s father drew plans for a nine-hole course, then went north to complete a project he was 
working on. George, who was 18, and his mother set about building the course to the elder Richardson’s 
specifications. They worked with a tractor and a scoop. Buddy Hicks worked with them to construct the 
course and was still working for the Richardsons six decades later.

The design called for a par-three for the eighth hole.
“Where are we going to put the green, George?" The teen-ager’s mother asked. “I dropped a ball," said 

George, “and hit an eight-iron about 150 yards. Where the ball stopped, that’s where we put the green."
By the winter of 1937 the course was ready for play, a 2.820-yard nine-hole layout, with an 18-hole 

par of 68. The course was built without any debt.
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l driven into the river on 
No. 5 is loss of distance only.

The roads on 6 and 9 are out of bounds. 
Penalty: loss of distance.

A ball may 
length from ar 
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At the time the Richardson Golf Course, which was closed in the summer, was one of o y 
courses in the area. The others were the Fort Lauderdale Country Club, finally rebuilt after tne 
hurricane, and Orange Brook in Hollywood.

The Wilton Manors course drew heavily from winter visitors, particularly those staying at tn 
Lauderdale Beach Hotel and the Hillsboro Club. Among the celebrities who played it were Homer 
Cummings, attorney general in the cabinet of President Franklin D. Roosevelt; opera singer Gladys 
Swarthout, and baseball magnate Ford Frick.

"Our golf course anchored Wilton Manors in those days," said George Richardson, Jr., “and I like 
think it gave it a little forward motion.”

In 1940 Alvar Hagen came to Wilton Manors from Berwyn, Illinois. He bought property adjacent to e 
golf course along the bank of the south fork of Middle River and additional land on the south end of Wilton 
Drive. He would become a major figure in the growth of the city by building and selling houses and 
business properties. He would play a significant role in organizing the Wilton Manors Civic Association, 
Inc., and would donate land for a city park.

At about the same time John Pedersen arrived in Wilton Manors and began to acquire land by 
purchasing tax-delinquent property. This enabled him to offer properties later at a reasonable cost.

In that same period Paul and Lillie May Dye of Fort Lauderdale bought the George Farnham property 
from the Resolution Trust Corporation, which took it over following foreclosure and a bank failure. Paul 
Dye was the son of Robert Dye, who with M.A. Hortt developed the ritzy Idylwyld section where Ned 
Willingham lived at one time. For his low-lying land on the north fork of the river Paul Dye had plans 
considerably less ritzy.

But Dye’s plans would wait just as would those of other area developers. Any chance of significant 
growth stopped cold on December 7, 1941. The expansion of Wilton Manors would not occur until after the 
United States of America brought World War II to a successful conclusion.

Still, in the midst of the war a significant event occurred in the community. Dave Turner, son of 
Broward County’s first sheriff, 
moved with his family into 
Wilton Manors. In 1943 when 
the original Willingham deed 
restrictions expired, Turner 
bought out the Willingham 
estate properties in Wilton 
Manors. He would not turn out 
to be a man who operated on a 
small scale. Turner, in time, 
would become the biggest 
private landowner in Florida as 
well as the man who 
transformed Wilton Manors 
from a subdivision into a city.

ixtcnardion
GOLF COURSE

1935 N. E. 4th AVENUE
FORT LAUDERDALE. FLORIDA
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On Par 3 holes players, on green, will g 
_ allow players on tee to drive before o 
g putting out. g
g Please do not buy golf balls from caddies g 
O on the course. O

g Penalty for ball driven into the rivet on g 
O No. 5 is loss of distance only. O
O O
O The roads on 6 and 9 are out of bounds. O 
O Penalty: loss of distance. O
O O
O A ball may be dropped back one club O 
g length from any ditch, drain-tile, crab g
O hole, water plug or bench without O 
O penalty. g

O Please Invite the faster players you arc o
g holding up to pass through. g

8 8
§ §o ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

I

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



•City of Wilton Manors

In the spring of 1946 the newly-formed 
Wilton Manors Civic Association met at 
Alvar Hagen’s bar. Perry Mickel and his 
wife Dorothea are at far right, back row. 
Hagen is at the far left.

Wilton Manors Historical Society

Chapter 4 
THE BIRTH OF H VILLAGE

time for the Sunshine State to prepare for a joy ride. Tourists would be flocking 
sun and many servicemen and women who had trained in Florida would be
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When World War II ended in the summer of 1945, the first step for Americans was to celebrate. The 
second would be getting ready for business in a postwar world. Like many other far-sighted Floridians, 
^ave Turner knew it was 1 
back for vacations in the 
coming back to live.

Born in St. Augustine in 1896, Turner had seen many changes in Florida in the half century he had 
lived. His father, Aden W. Turner, was Broward County's first sheriff, serving during the days of the land 
boom and the bust. After service in World War I Dave ran the Fort Lauderdale store of Hector Supply 
Company, a leading supplier of feed, fertilizer and other farm products. Eventually he bought the store and 
like his father he moved into public service, becoming in time chairman of the Broward County Port 
Authority.

After World War II ended. Turner set about in earnest to sell the 283 lots he had acquired from the 
Willingham estate for $12,500. He began showing young families around Wilton Manors and extolling the 
advantages of the little community's excellent location.

Td give them a deed free and clear to the lots and let them pay me back when they could," he said.
Meanwhile. Mickel and Hagen were also selling lots and houses in a Wilton Manors that had expanded 

far beyond the small platted area first introduced by Willingham. Residents now thought of most of the 
island as Wilton Manors. And Paul Dye, who had been farming his land on the north fork, had entered the 
game. After platting his holdings, he sold the western portion of his site to Victor Rothrock, of Polk County, 
leaving the low-lying land on the river, west of Dixie Highway, as Highland Estates. Rothrock replatted and 
developed his property as the Rothrock Subdivision.

By spring of 1946 the estimated 
adult population of Wilton Manors had 
grown to about 125. On May 10 a group 
of home owners met at the office of 
Alvar Hagen to form the Wilton Manors 
Civic Association. By the time the 

meeting had broken up at 10 P.M. the group had elected A.O. Lefler chairman, James A. Boyd vice 
chairman and Mrs. Katherine Johnston secretary-treasurer. Committees named were: transportation, Dave

1947 /Vr 19975(Jtb
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Wilton Manors in the early 1950s before the bridge 
across Middle River connected 26th Street with Federal 
Highway.
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Turner and A.F. Camman; street improvements, James Farqu ar 
Sanderson, and water, Hagen and John Pedersen. j

Members went to work trying to improve water, garbage pickup 
electrical service to the area, while the transportation committee wor 
bring better bus service and improved street maintenance. One comp 
was that Wilton Drive was being used as a raceway on Saturday nigh • 
Requests were made to the county commission and to Sheriff Walter C 
to enforce the speeding law.

At the November 1 meeting the members addressed the problem of how 
to head off annexation by Fort Lauderdale. Jim Boyd’s minutes for the 
meeting reported the suggestions of a new member. Colonel W.J. Robinson.

"Mr. Robinson pointed out that the city of Fort Lauderdale was heavily 
indebted from the boom-bust of 1927 and if the city were to take this area in 
we would be paying these taxes, while if we incorporated into a village any 
taxes assessed the village would get the benefit (from) and these would only 
be levied by the will of the people.”

On December 6 the association passed a motion requesting Robinson 
prepare a petition for incorporation. By the first 
meeting of 1947 the incorporation drive had moved 
ahead so far and so fast that the Highland Estates 
Association, representing home owners in Highland 
Estates, sent three representatives to the meeting. The 
Highland group was somewhat fearful that building 
codes and restrictions would be higher than their 
requirements.

The next month a preliminary petition circulated 
in the community gave the association an unofficial 
picture of how the vote was running. Eight-seven 
favored it, ten opposed incorporation. The association 
still needed twenty-five more registered voters to make 
their petition official. Meanwhile Highland Estates 
decided against joining with Wilton Manors.

At the April 4 meeting the civic association 
scheduled what its minutes called “the big meeting,” a 
meeting so big it had to be held on the Richardson Golf 
Course on April 21. Colonel Robinson was authorized 
to take the legal steps needed to convert the 
petitions into official status as the Village of Wilton 
Manors. A slate of officers was nominated, headed 
by Dave Turner.

One ironic twist was the decision not to include in the village the golf course where the official 
meeting was held. Also omitted was the tiny community of Lazy Lake.

On April 28, 1947, the Broward County Circuit Court recognized Robinson's petition, declaring that 
what had started as a small subdivision in 1926 was now qualified as a non-profit organization to be 
known as the Village of Wilton Manors, population roughly 350 people. The unopposed slate became the 
village's first officers. Turner was named mayor and municipal judge. Alvar Hagen was elected president of 
the village council along with J. Marvin Brown, Arthur Chabot, James Boyd and Colonel William Robinson, 
who doubled as the village's first attorney. Katherine Clark became the village clerk.

The first town meetings were held in Hagen's real estate office on Wilton Drive. From 1947 to 1952 
Wilton Manors records were stored in Colonel Robinson’s law offices.
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buy a bathing suit for $5, a dress for $10 and a 
girdle for $2.95. A man could purchase a suit 
for $15. If he wanted to celebrate the dawn of 
an era, a fifth of Gladstone gin cost just $2.83. 
If he wanted a bottle of bourbon, Kentucky 
Tavern would set him back $6.98.

It was a wet year when the town was born 
and the rains of 1947 would have an important 
bearing on the future of the town. That year a 
wet spring was followed by still more rain in the Marcia Stafford

summer. Then in the fall within a space of 25 days two 
hurricanes and a tropical disturbance dumped so much 
rain on the area that much of South Florida lay under 
waters for weeks. Fort Lauderdale and Pompano were 
flooded, and Davie was covered with an inland sea for 
months. Most of Wilton Manors was high and dry.

The flood was so severe that the Central and Southern 
Florida Flood Control District was created to try to prevent 
future floods. The first chairman of the FCD, which later 
became the South Florida Water Management District, was 
the Wilton Manors mayor, Dave Turner.

The rains of '47 gave real estate developers in 
unflooded Wilton Manors a powerful selling tool to add to 
"convenient location" and the enticing phrase “no city 
taxes."

Wilton Manors worked hard to keep its budget frugal. 
None of its elected city officials was paid and no costs were 
incurred for maintaining a village hall. In the early days

In 1951 the Wilton Manors Elementary School opened with 
183 students.

............................................................... ■ • - ■ •
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Mrs. Ann Wilmarth, far left, met with a group of 
members of Covenant Presbyterian Church in 1949. 
Left to right, Mrs. Wilmarth, Ms. Connie Erickson, 
Mrs. French and son, Mrs. Emily Sills, Mrs. Goering, 
Mrs. Emma Umber, Mrs. Doris Mason. Mrs. 
Macnamair. Mrs. Klippie, Mrs. Sarah Perrigo, Mrs. 
Grantland and Mrs. Burns.

Covenant Presbyterian Church

|H|
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On May 13, 1947 the State of Florida complete 
its processing of the paperwork sent to Tallahassee 
declared the community officially the Village of W on 
Manors. The world the little town was bom into was a 
far different land from South Florida a half a century 
later. The population of the entire county was less than 
80,000. Fort Lauderdale Mayor Harold Holden 
complained that his city had become "too noisy 
motor scooters, motor cycles, speeding boats and 
airplanes." Television sets were just beginning to 
appear in private homes in 1947, the year President 
Harry S. Truman dedicated Everglades National Park 
and Edwin Land invented the Polaroid Land Camera.

In those simpler times prices were lower. Bacon 
sold for 47 cents a pound, catsup for 10 cents a bottle 
and 10 pounds of potatoes for 39 cents. A woman could

1' 4 71 S
Chief of Police Richard Beaney, left, chats with city 
councilman Frank Starling, who would become the 
town's third mayor.

Fort Lauderdale Histoneal Society
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When the Twenty-sixth Avenue bridge was completed, thousands turned out for the 
big event.
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. the vi wks 
the main expenses were street maintenance and a small volunteer fire department. Polici ses Was 
still the responsibility of the county sheriff. By 1949 the sale of occupational and beverage i Income 
running at $1,200 a year. Between $500 and $750 was coming in each month from a cigare . es
from the power company's franchise ran about $1,400 a year, earmarked for street lights. gari~>age 
support for the volunteer fire department. Each household paid individually for the collection port

In 1948 Ann Wilmarth, director of Christian education at Bethany Presbyterian Churc e to
Lauderdale, was sent by her church to canvas the Wilton Manors/Highland Estates area wi 
establishing a church. In January, 1949, the Covenant Presbyterian Church was organized un
Bethany’s sponsorship. Avenue.

The first services were held at the Highland Estates Civic Association building on Eighth untij 
Reverend Larry Love, Bethany pastor, served as minister to thirty-three original charter mem e 
Reverend Russell Toms became the church's fulltime pastor. On land donated by Turner Coven ,
building the village's first chapel in 1949. On October 4 Covenant Presbyterian Church was incorp

By the end of the decade the population had grown to 700 persons. In time they would nee ™or. x, 
elaborate city services but the citizens were not quite ready to turn to these. In a November 8, 
they voted, 74 to 4, against the question: "Are you in favor of levying ad valorem taxes against real es a

A year later 18 business establishments were operating in Wilton Manors, among them the Manor 
Market, Williams Drug Store, Barton & Miller Dry Cleaners, the Manor Lanes bowling alley and Kalis 
Funeral Home. That same year Leslie and Marcia Stafford, who lived in Fort Lauderdale, began looking or 
place to settle now that their first born son, Tracy, had arrived. They picked Wilton Manors because they 
had observed that it remained aloof from the devastating flood waters of 1947. They were concerned, 
however, that the Village had no school. At Broward School Board meetings, Marcia was repeatedly told, 
“Wilton Manors will never need a school."

Then she learned that Dave Turner had donated to the municipality the land to build the first school.

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



buried across the street. The

1997
ProgramCity of Wilton Manors

27

1947 50

* e Staffords headed for the Taylor &Turner Feed Store with Tracy in a stroller. Turner sold them a o 
’200, then when they told him they planned to build on it right away, he lowered the price to $1,0 ■

. On April 2, 1951 ground was broken for the Wilton Manors Elementary School on Northeast Thir 
Venue. It was located on land formerly used as a chicken farm. Construction workers kept finding empty 

whiskey bottles. Where they came from was easy to figure. Across the street from the chicken farm had 
stood a two-story house generally described by genteel residents as a “house of ill repute.” It was also a

°Use of a busy bar and illegal casino. The surplus whiskey bottles were buried across the street. The 
Proprietors tried to keep a low profile.

Before the year was out the school, headed by its first principal W. Bryan Davis, was ready for 183 
students. Within a year enrollment had grown to 310, producing severe overcrowding. In September, 1952 
the Wilton Manors Elementary School was designated by the county disaster relief committee as a 
hurricane shelter.

In August, 1951, residents of both Wilton Manors and Highland Estates voted overwhelmingly for the 
annexation of the Estates community. Of 97 votes cast in Wilton Manors, 88 favored the move, nine 
opposed it. Highland residents cast 83 votes, 78 for, five against. Highland Estates added some 350 people 
to the town's population and brought with them their community's volunteer fire department and fire truck 
located on Sixth Lane. At the same election voters in Wilton Manors voted, 57 to 45, against levying a three- 
tenths of a mill tax.

Dave Turner stepped down as mayor in 1952. To follow the man who had made Wilton Manors a town, 
v°ters turned to one whose roots went back even further. Perry Mickel, from the original Willingham 
organization, took over the position of mayor on March 3. 1952. Joining him on the city council was Frank 
Starling, who would succeed him as mayor three years later.

One of Mickel's first official acts was to sign the authorization for the appointment of the town’s first 
police officers, charged with insuring "the peace, good order and observance of law within the municipal 
limits of the Town (not the Village) of Wilton Manors." Richard Beaney was named chief of police and 
William R. Hook police officer.

In a letter to the Village Council, President C.A. Saxer announced the formation of the Wilton Manors 
Volunteer Fire Company, consisting of 42 members. He asked that the railage recognize the group as the 
official fire company ofWilton Manors and contribute funds for the purchase, maintenance and repair of 
firefighting equipment. C. Kass was named the first fire chief, but he served less than a year. In fact, the 
department was headed by no less than five fire chiefs in its first eight years. Among the early volunteers 
were Norman Malcolm, Frank Starling and Police Chief Beaney.

A permit issued on August 21 showed how much the town had grown. Food Fair bought property on 
the east side of Wilton Drive and announced plans to build the town’s first supermarket.

Members of the Wilton Manors Civic Association were somewhat startled at the predictions made to 
them at their December meeting by State Representative Ted David. The young Hollywood legislator told 
them that South Florida was in line to become the greatest metropolitan area in the world with a 
population of 10,000,000 people. And right in the center, he told them, would sit the strategically located 
Village ofWilton Manors.

A group of developers, Turner. Jim Dean and Bob Roberts of Middle River Estates, Joe Schmitt and 
Charles Dalton, of Coral Gardens, and James Hunt and Joe Taravella, of Coral Point, also made a major 
announcement. Plans were made public to extend Twenty-sixth Street to Federal Highway by building a 
bridge over the north fork of the Middle River and'connecting it with Galt Boulevard. On December 20, 
1952 the bridge was dedicated and given to Broward County. More than 2.000 people stood on the bridge 
and the surrounding land as Turner handed the deed to County Commissioner Dick Gallion. By midnight 
some 4,000 cars had driven across the new bridge, directed by an eventually weary Chief Beaney.

Most important of all, the Village ofWilton Manors made its first step toward moving the little town 
away from its dependence on artesian wells. The Village developed its first water distribution system at a 
cost of $35,000. It was designed to serve 3.500 customers, a sure sign the town was coming of age.

Another sign, however, revealed that a lot of the "small-town" style was still strong. Marcia Stafford 
was elected village clerk in a three-way race. Municipal records moved to a new location — her kitchen.
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James Dean

Zachman, typed up the 55-page articles of incorporation on an L.C. Smith manual typewriter. Zachman 
later went to law school and eventually became the partner of Miller, who would serve as Wilton’s attorney 
for 30 years.

Jim Dean, city council president, carried the articles of incorporation to 
Tallahassee. On June 4, 1953 Wilton Manors became a city. But it still kept its 
small town ways.

Marcia Stafford, who would continue as city clerk for the rest of the decade, 
still kept the city records in her kitchen and conducted much of the city’s 
business from her home.

“It was Grand Central Station around here, a steady stream of people, 
policemen, new residents coming in the register to vote,” said Stafford. “Tracy and 
Nancy grew up with the business of the city swirling all around them."

(Marcia’s son Tracy would put his rich political background to good use in 
later years as first president of the Teen Club, city councilman, mayor and 
eventually state representative.)

The city council met in the evening at the Village Hall, the meeting place also 
for almost all of the city’s civic organizations.

“You could always tell when the scouts had met there earlier in the day," said 
Stafford. “The place smelled like peanut butter."

Peanut butter or not, Wilton Manors in the 1950s was poised to grow into its new status as a city. 
These were optimistic years, both in the country at large and in Wilton Manors. General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was elected president by a landslide in 1952. And Wilton Manors liked Ike, giving him a 779-to- 
258 edge over the Democratic candidate. Adlai Stevenson. After a depression, a world war and the 
immediate postwar turmoil, the country and Wilton Manors were both ready to move ahead.

7

As early as July, 1952 city councilmen were looking into moving up a notch — from village o cltY- 
Young William G. Miller, Jr., a 1950 graduate of the University of Florida law school, had Just ecome e 
new village attorney, succeeding Colonel Robinson. The practice of law ran in the Miller family, is a er 
had been the Broward County prosecutor from 1932 to 1947. .

Incorporating as a village had been easy but governing became more difficult as Wilton Manors grew. 
Increased costs ahead pointed toward future bond issues, easier obtained and better managed under the 
structure of a city. There was another consideration.

“We really incorporated to prevent a takeover by Fort Lauderdale," said Miller, who lived on Twenty- 
Fourth Street.

As a village. Wilton Manors was little more than a non-profit organization, approved routinely by the 
Broward County Circuit Court. To move up to city status, the village had to gain approval from the state 
legislature. This would grant Wilton Manors greater powers and greater standing in financial markets.

The council authorized Miller to prepare the documentation for cityhood. His secretary, Alicia
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In December, 1954 work began on the Wilton Manors National Bank.
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
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Unveiled for Huge Wilton Center
Architect's drawing for the original Manor Gate Shopping Center, 
complete with rooftop restawant on 10-story office building-purner

In August. 1953, Jim Dean announced plans for Manor 
Gate Shopping Center, a proposed five-to-seven-year, 
$4,500,000 project to build 23 shops and a movie theater on a 
15-acre tract on the south and north sides of Northeast 
Twenty-Sixth Street, just west of Wilton Drive. The architect s 
drawing showed a 10-story office building topped with a 
rooftop restaurant on the east side of Wilton Drive. On the 
front of the building was printed the word "bank.”

“I showed the drawing to Dwight Rogers — he was my attorney,” said Dean. “He told me, “Take that 
Word bank off there. You'll never get a bank out there in all those palmettos and pine trees.’

“I told him to just wait and see. We were going to get a bank and if he was interested I’d like to have 
hrm on the board of directors."

A break with the past came when Willingham’s gatehouse tower was converted into a Baptist chapel. 
The chapel was ready in time for a Christmas program in December, 1953. All of its 100 seats were filled. In 
January, 1954 ground was broken for the construction of a new Wilton Manors Baptist Chapel across from 
the Wilton Manors Elementary School.

Another memento from the Willingham past also changed its status in 1954. To build roads and 
foundations for houses and the gate into Wilton Manors, the developer had dug deeply into the rocky area 
Just west of his first plat. The result was a rockpit, which soon became a lake — Lazy Lake. Charles 
Lindfors, an accountant, bought the land in 1946 and developed it into a small subdivision in conjunction 
with Clinton Gamble, a Fort Lauderdale architect, and Hal Ratcliff, a general contractor. In 1947 they 
became Lazy Lakes’ first three families. Six years later the residents of Lazy Lake, totally surrounded by 
Wilton Manors, incorporated as a city, a very small one, less than 30 people. The purpose was to prevent a 
takeover by Wilton Manors, a city of some 4,000. ,

Lazy Lake’s action marked the latest in a strange parade of events. In 1911 Fort Lauderdale 
incorporated to prevent a takeover by Dania. In 1953 Wilton Manors incorporated to block Fort Lauderdale 
from the same move. A year later Lazy Lakes moved to thwart capture by Wilton Manors.

No longer mayor, Dave Turner was still keeping busy in many ways. With Dean and Bob Roberts, he 
was developing Middle River Estates east of Dixie Highway. Lots in their development were ranging from 

$2,250 to $4,250 on the 
waterfront. Coral Point, 
developed by Joe Taravella of 
Coral Ridge Properties on 
the eastern tip of the island, 
was selling waterfront lots 
for $8,500 to $9,000. West of 
Andrews Avenue lots at 
Cuerva del Rio — the curve 
of the river — waterfront lots 
were $3,300; inside lots 
$2,220.

"'50th ”
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In 1955 the volunteer fire 
department proudly displayed 
its new fire-fighting equipment.

Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Society
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The spirit of volunteerism was strong in the city. The Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire Department, in 
operation since 1952, moved into its new headquarters on Northeast Twenty-Second Street.

Volunteers created the city’s recreation program in response to the growing number of active children 
in Wilton Manors. Alvar Hagen gave land near the city hall for a park. At Hagen Park concrete was poured 
in 1955 for a shuffleboard court and work begun on a shelter roof over the court.

That spring Mayor Perry Mickel granted Wilton Manors Sports, Inc., a dollar-a-year lease for two-and- 
a-half acres, west of Andrews Avenue, for Little League baseball. The organization promptly made plans for 
a Fourth-of-July fund-raiser, combining ball games and a barbecue. Two years later the city established its 
first recreation department.

In addition to his business activities. Turner continued active in public service. He wa down from 
State Road Board as the representative for the Southeast District of the state. After he s Manors most 
the SRD, the state named a bridge for him. It was the connection that led residents of Wi ° 
directly to the beach, the Oakland Park Boulevard bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway. 

In December, 1954 ground was broken for the bank in the land of “palmettos and pine r on 
Northeast Twenty-Sixth Street and Northeast Fifteenth Avenue the city's first bank opened i s c^ajrman Qf 
April 28, 1955. Its first president was Dave Turner with attorney John E. Morris, Sr. name citizens 
the board. Joining them as directors of Wilton Manors National Bank were such substantial .]man Earle 
as Dean, J. Morgan McJunkin, Albert J. Heinerman. Edward Smith, Jr., Edward Smith, counci 
Middleton, Fred “Doc” Williams, amiable proprietor of the Williams Drug Store and, of course. ' g 
Rogers. Deposits for the first day totalled $1,546,233. On June 30, 1955 total assets of the ban 
already reached $2,530,963.51. earlier

By 1955 the city had grown to more than two square miles in area, triple its size just five
Some 1,500 homes were occupied with many more under construction. City employees numbere • 

Following the lead of the Covenant Presbyterian Church, which had been founded in 1949. t e i on 
Manors Baptist Chapel, St. Clement’s Catholic Church and new Christian and Lutheran Churches a 
been formed to minister to the spiritual life of the residents. 

A number of civic organizations flourished: Wilton Manors Civic Association, the Woman s Club, the 
Highland Estates Civic Association, Kiwanis Club, Sinawiks, Wilton Manors Business Group, the Parent- 
Teachers Association, Jaycees, Jaycee-etts, Junior Woman’s Club, the Teenage Club, Lions Club, Little 
League and Wilton Manors Sports, Inc.
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Jim Dean. Perry Mickel. And they trusted me, too."
Memorial Day, 1956, showed just how small a town Wilton Manors still was. Not a single accident or 

arrest was entered on the police blotter that day. Said Patrolman Frank Cave, "Apparently everyone moved 
out of town. Things have never been so quiet.”

That same year Marcia Stafford discoverved that 
her three-year-old daughter Nancy, noted for climbing 
everything from kitchen counters to refrigerators, was 
missing. Police Chief Beaney quickly searched both forks 
of the river and all canals. With no trace of the little girl 
the chief drove to the Stafford home to report to her 
frantic mother. As he walked into the yard, a voice 
called down to him from a mango tree:

“Hi, Chief Beaney," said Nancy. In those days 
everybody knew everybody.

Before the year ended another relic of the past 
figured in the news. A variety of birds, among them 
parakeets and 15 valuable mynahs, made their home in 
the north tower of the Willingham city gate, the wards 
of the "Bird Lady,” Shary O’Hare. She lived with them 
rent-free for two months in the tower. She even posted 
signs proclaiming great wonders to be seen inside. 
When she sold a parakeet and cage to Mrs. Robert 
Ziawinksi, of Wilton Manors, she was arrested for doing 
business without an occupational license. Court

Mayor Perry Mickel gratefully accepts a check for the 
building fund for a new city hall.

Fort Lauderdale Historical Society

‘There wasn’t much outcry when taxes had to be levied.” said Marcia Stafford. "People knew it was for 
water and sewers. Besides, it was a small town. Everybody knew everybody and they trusted Dave Turner.

, ’.t- -s

Ground breaking for City Hall in 1956 drew a happy 
crowd. Left to right. George Richardson. Mayor Frank 
Starling. Herman Quinn. V.W. Bumell. W.F. Seese, 
Earle Middleton. Wallace Wakely. Fred J. Stevens, 
Harold Price and Bert Barry.
Wilton Manors Historical Society

appointed physicians found her "incompetent" and she and the birds were evicted from "the Castle” by its 
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Emet Diamond.

Soon footage of Shary O’Hare and the tower appeared on Ralph Renick’s 6 p.m. newscast on Miami’s 
WTVJ. “Not the Bird Queen moving because the building is being torn down, but rather the building being 
torn down to move Mrs. O’Hare,” Renick quipped.

The gate, designed by Francis Abreu, was torn down to make way for a sign of progress — an A & W 
Root Beer drive-in.

contacted officials of Food Fair. Inc., about acquiring a 
portion of their property, on Twenty-First Court, just 
off Wilton Drive. After months of negotiation, Food Fair 
donated land for the new city hall, which would also 
house the police department.

That same year Wilton Manors made a sharp 
break with its past. Real estate salesmen had long 
boasted of it as a town with no city taxes. No more. In 
November residents approved a referendum to 
establish the city’s first ad valorem property tax of 
seven mills, to take effect January 1. 1957.

50

I

One thing was clear by the mid-fifties. The grow 
of local businesses and population demanded an 
increase in municipal services. Among other things. 
Wilton Manors needed a proper city hall to govern a 
municipality which would experience nearly a ten- o 
growth in population in the fifties. In 1956 the city
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Mrs. Kathleen Klein, seated, and
Mrs. Mary Jane Schmidt are hard at 
work setting up the city's “Key Shop 
Library."

Wilton Manors Public Library

In the library at the former city hall Mrs. Kathleen 
Klein helps Patricia Einon, center, and Diane 
Dameron.

had been started a year before. Two years later the 
building was doubled in size. By 1960 it contained 
some 10,000 books and magazines.

In her first column of 1958 Virginia Rogers, who 
wrote “Wilton Manors Topics" for the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, declared 1957 “one of the busiest, most 
productive years in Wilton Manors history'... 1957 saw 
a continuation of the building boom here. Important 
commercial additions include three shopping 
centers.... five restaurants, a bowling arena and more 
than 400 new homes. On January 1, 1957, there were 
1,963 water meters here. Today there are 2,358, 
indicating at least 1,500 new residents and a total 
population in excess of 10,000.”

The columnist’s exuberant population estimate 
had residents looking ahead to the next official census 
in 1960. What would it show about a village that had 
grown into a city nestled in an urban world that was 
rapidly becoming vastly more complicated.

1997
City of Wilton Manors

Chief Brace had been named to the post 
after Chief Beaney, at one time the city’s one- 
man police force, was fired. The council, 
concerned about "rumors of misconduct” 
associated with marital problems, removed him 
from office and elevated Sergeant Brace to the 
position of chief.

That fall the city took over the library and 
moved it into the newly vacated town meeting 
hall, the same building where the library drive

If ' ’ ZB
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Wilton Manors Public Library
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The dawn of a new year, 1957, marked the launching y __ 'The 
Wilton Manors Jaycee-ettes of a drive to establish a public i ar^_ , 
Florida State Library Board chairman had told them not to a e^nP_ 
until they had at least $25,000 on hand. Lacking the money bu n 
the zeal, they called all service clubs in the city to send a 
representative to the Town Meeting Hall in February to get the proje 
going.

Many residents donated books and Mayor Frank Starling 
donated a tiny key shop. On June 14, 1957 the small library opened. 
Mrs. Kathleen Klein volunteered her services as the first librarian.

In July 2, 1957 the city moved into its new city hall. The 
building, which cost $125,570, was designed to house city employees 
as well as the police department. Particularly happy at the completion 
of the structure were the city clerk and the city accountant. Both of 
them had worked from offices in their own homes.

Arrangements were made to transfer the police radio tower to its 
new location. “We should be ready for business in our new wing a 
week from today," said Police Chief Tom Brace.
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Wilton Drive at Northeast 7th Avenue in March of 1960.
Wilton Manors Police Department

In between official city positions Marcia Stafford 
conducted story hours by reading to children at the 

library. Children left to right: Wayne Morris, 
daughter Nancy Stafford, and Mary Bush. 

Fort Lauderdale News Photo

Growth that fast was difficult 
to handle. In January of 1960 the 
city made a significant 
administrative change. A new 
position was created, combining the 
jobs of city clerk, treasurer, 
purchasing agent and elections 
supervisor into a new classification 
of city administrator/manager. 
Frank Starling, the mayor since 
1955, was appointed to the new 
position. Succeeding him as mayor 
was Harold Price.

“1 really didn't want it," Starling said in 1977, "but I took it on a temporary basis until they could get 
someone else.”

Starling, who had served two terms on the city 
council and two more as mayor, continued his “temporary" 
post for 21 years until his retirement in 1981. Starling, a 
native of Key West, had farmed a thousand acres in South 
Florida and with his partner Max Braddy had sold beans, 
squash and peppers at Manor Market on Dixie Highway, 
one of the earliest businesses in Wilton Manors.

The appointment of Starling removed Marcia 
Stafford from city government after eight years as city 
clerk — but not for long. Out of office, she used her time 
well, teaching kindergarten, conducting story hours by 
reading aloud to children at the library and in the process 
continuing to make friends throughout the city. In 
November she ran for city council. She counted heavily on 
the votes of people she had served as clerk and won 
convincingly, the first woman ever elected to the city 
council. Stafford took her seat on the council on January 
10, 1961 and held the position for 14 years, longer than 
any one else. She stepped down the year her son Tracy 
won a spot on the council.

Chapter 6 
SHOOTING FOR 10,000

Li'
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Wilton Manors looked ahead eagerly to the Census of 1960. Would Virginia Rogers' predictions be on 
target for the city’s population? Would it reach the magic number of 10,000?

In 1950, as a village, it had just 883 people. Ten years later the census showed the City of Wilton 
Manors had achieved an increase of nearly one thousand percent. The official figures were an astonishing 
8,257.
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Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire Department, Labor Day. 
1959. Left to right, first row: Don Corry, Danny Kester. 
Charlie Saxer, Fred Haberstitch: second row: Ray Hazlet, 
Al Walker, Clifford Cole, Clarence Sills: third row: Joe 
Nutero, Dick Boyer and Bob Perrigo.
Wilton Manors Fire Department

Built in 1925 the gateway tower later served as 
home to Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mace. Jean French

I

Since the city's earliest days John Miller, 
former Pennsylvanian and dedicated volunteer 
fireman, had closed down his radio shop and put 

it his cigar to respond to the sound of the fire alarm. 
I 1960 he became the sixth fire chief in Wilton ^”an°, 

feci JF.j first eight years as a city. Miller, a beloved figure w 
♦ rji was known as "coach," would provide real continuity 

— by holding the position for the next two decades. He 
relinquished his post in 1980 to his protege Richard 
Rothe.

On March 4, 1962 reporter Ken Strickland 
wrote in The Miami Herald: “Only 15 years after its 
incorporation this central Broward City has nearly 
reached its saturation point....With 90 per cent of the 
land within its limits now developed there is little 
room for additional growth....But residents of the self- 
contained community could not care less. They pay 
among the lowest taxes in the county yet have full city 
services."

The story pointed out that from 1957 through 
1961 the total value of new construction had decreased each year. Residential building constituted roughly 
two-third of all construction projects in 1961.

One effect of the diminishing supply of land had been to enhance the value of existing homes. 
Mayor Price said. The value of many of the homes, sold originally for about $15,000. had appreciated to the 
$18,000-24,000 range, the mayor said.

"New families are attracted to the city by its desirable location, shopping and recreation facilities, 
and, of course, low taxes," the article continued. "Price predicted property in the city will continue to rise in 
value as long as the community retains its present character. And its contented residents aren't likely to let 
it change."

Wilton Manors had good reason to be pleased with itself on the Fourth of July, 1961. Fifteen-year- 
old Gary Patchen, who lived at 2132 NW Fifth Avenue, had raced three times in the Fort Lauderdale Soap 
Box Derby. He had come in fourth, third and second. Would his fourth try mean a first for him in “Dixie," 
his sleek, black, home-made racing car?

A crowd of 15,000 gathered near the Las Olas Bridge, one of the few places in Broward County that 
could provide enough slope for the cars which were powered not by engines but by gravity. Cheered on by 
his parents Bob and Louise Patchen, Gary won.

"I put in a lot of work on my car but you just 
can't imagine what it feels like to actually win after 
coming so close," said Gary. One of his rewards was a 
trip to Akron, Ohio, to compete against state champions 
in the national championship before a crowd of 100,000. 
Again, his performance was impressive. He finished 
second in the nation.

In 1963 Wilton Manors didn't change but 
America did. On November 22, 1963 the country’s young 
president, John F. Kennedy, was assassinated in Dallas, 
Texas. His murder ushered in a decade of turmoil and 
strife throughout the country and, some feel, ended 
America’s “age of innocence.”

Though 1964 was generally quiet in Wilton 
Manors, another symbol of the past came crashing down
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that year. Part of the Wilton Drive gate had been demolished in 1957 to make way for a i i - points 
Now most of what remained was taken down to permit the construction of a service station at r i

“It's wicked to take it down with all those birds in it." a resident told The Herald. “There are 
hundreds of sparrows in there — it's something of a bird sanctuarjl."

The gate came down but the city, home to flocks of parrots since 1952, softened the blow by 
declaring Wilton Manors officially a “Bird Sanctuary.” • 1 «t

By 1965 Mayor Price was happy to report that city household and voter registration statistics a a 
indicated that the population had reached the 10,000 level, claimed enthusiastically but erroneously eign 
years earlier. Registered voters totaled 4,867 within the city's two-square mile area.

Three main arteries serving Wilton Manors were also being widened and improved, the mayor 
reported. Oakland Park Boulevard and Andrews Avenue were being four-laned and sidewalks were being 
completed. In addition Old Dixie Highway was being widened.

Kathleen Klein, Wilton Manors librarian since the library's founding in 1957. retired in 1966. Mary 
Jane Schmidt, one of the early volunteers and then an employee, was named director of the library, a 
position she held for the next 18 years.

That summer Grace and Robert Newton opened their pink, seven-bedroom home, complete with 
intercom, garden and swimming pool, to four mentally retarded children. In their venture they were aided 
by the Broward County Association for Retarded Children and the Wilton Manors Baptist Church.

“We've never had any children of our own,” said Mrs. Newton. “And when we decided to open our 
home to mentally retarded, we had no training in the field. But it's been the turning point in our lives.”

The Newtons named their home the Turning Point, the Newton Home for Special Children.
“When we built here in 1947, Wilton Manors was still pioneer country,” said Mrs. Newton. “There 

were just a few gravel roads, a lot of rattlesnakes, and about 50 people in the whole area. We helped 
organize a civic association and two churches. I became a charter member of the Wilton Manors Woman’s 
Club and worked with the Girl Scouts. I watched Wilton Manors change from a village to a city. Two years 
ago, we felt that our work in the community was finished...Than a neighbor spoke to us about taking in 
mentally retarded children. We accepted the challenge.”

In the spring of 1966 Harold Gair, Wilton Manors' third police chief, resigned due to ill health. 
Captain Felix Miller served as acting chief while the city looked for a man to fill a job that was becoming 
increasingly complex as the city and the area around it swelled in population. For the post Mayor Price and 
the city council promoted from within by picking the man who scored highest in a competitive examination.

Sergeant Bernard Scott, who hailed from St. Louis, joined the Wilton Manors Police Department in 
1958. Five years later he was promoted to sergeant and then prior to his appointment as chief he served as 
acting captain. In heading up a police force of 21. he became at 30 the youngest police chief in Florida.

As a young patrolman in the early 60s the new chief encountered a chastening experience. Scott 
was directing traffic at Five Points when a man driving by stopped and asked him for directions to Federal 
Highway. Scott pointed east down Twenty-sixth Street, only to learn minutes later about a robbery at a 
local finance company. From the description he recognized the car and the suspect. '

“I gave an armed robbery suspect directions out of town," said Scott, who went on to hold the 
position of chief for 22 years

On January 28, 1968 George Richardson, who had moved to Wilton Manors in 1936, was named 
county judge by Governor Claude Kirk. Two years later he would move to a higher tribunal when he was 
named to the Circuit Court. Richardson, a 1951 graduate of the University of Miami Law School, had 
practiced law from the Richardson Golf Course clubhouse while continuing to help his mother Rachel run 
the family golf course, a Wilton Manors landmark from the earliest days.

"I once got off a tractor out on the golf course to draw up a will." he said. Richardson had 
previously served as a city councilman and as city attorney.

Two days after Richardson’s appointment the city received the sad news that Mayor Price had died 
at 59 at Holy Cross Hospital after an illness of several weeks. A native of Lykens, Pennsylvania, Price came 
to Wilton Manors in the early 1950s with his family. He served on the city council from 1956-60. Elected 
mayor in 1960, he held the office for six years.

50!i‘
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At the time of his death. Price, who was employed as jail steward by the Broward County 
Department, was president of the Broward County League of Municipalities. He was also a member o 
Wilton Manors Kiwanis Club, the volunteer fire department and a former president of the Wilton Mano 
Chamber of Commerce.

City Council President Marvin Meacham assumed the duties of the city’s chief executive unti t e 
upcoming March 12 elections. Elected as mayor to succeed Price was Gerald Thompson, a man who wo 
play a major role in the political life not only of Wilton Manors but of all Broward County. A former 
bartender and swimming pool contractor, Thompson was elected to the city council in 1964. a post he he 
until voters named him mayor, a position he held for six years.

For Wilton Manors the Sixties had been a 
memorable decade, capped off when the Census of 1970 
finally confirmed what Mayor Price had confidently 
claimed in 1965. The official figures for Wilton Manors 
finally broke through to the lofty level of 10,948 residents.

Growth, however, was by no means limited to the 
city on Middle River. As both Fort Lauderdale and 
Oakland Park grew. Wilton Manors found itself in the 
midst of a large metropolitan area, which shared with the 
smaller city- increased traffic and crime problems.

In fact, by the early 70s Fort Lauderdale was 
casting covetous eyes on Wilton Manors. In the city's 
Town Crier newsletter. Mayor Thompson sent out a call to 
voters to “SAVE OUR CITY.” To persuade residents to 
oppose a takeover by Fort Lauderdale, he called for them 
to support Wilton Manors in a straw vote to be conducted 
at the time of the March 9, 1971 city elections. Wrote the 
mayor:

"Perhaps the 11th Commandment should be— 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors municipal treasury.’ The Power Structure of our Southern 

neighbor (Fort Lauderdale) is again requesting the Legislature to abolish Wilton Manors. We would then 
share in the cost of Fort Lauderdale’s past and future inefficiency, with a minority voice in decisions.” 

The voters said decisively that they preferred to remain independent, a town of their own. In 
addition, from a field of 11 candidates they voted to reelect to the council Marcia Stafford, with 1509 votes, 
and to vote in Arthur Welling, with 656 votes, for the first of his three terms on the city board. These would 
lead the Wilton Manors realtor to the mayoralty in 1976.

In December. 1971 one Gerard John Schaefer, Jr., a recent graduate of the University of Florida, 
was appointed to the Wilton Manors Police Department after attending the Broward County police academy 
at Broward Community College. He did not last long, fired in early 1972 by Chief Scott for hanging a man 
upside down from beneath a bridge. The chief observed the young patrolman had “some very strange ideas 
about law enforcement.”

How strange his ideas were emerged the following year when he was convicted for two mutilation 
killings. He was suspected of possibly as many as 28 murders altogether.

Chief Scott put the experience to good use by pushing successfully for psychological testing for all 
applicants for jobs with WMPD.

Not all police work involved such grisly criminals. In fact, one perpetrator turned out to be not an 
evil felon but rather an innocent though misguided automobile. A neighbor had Joe Velasco’s 1972 blue 
and white Chevrolet Impala running while she attempted to start her own car with jumper cables. When 
she tried to disconnect them, the car jumped into gear and began to run in circles in the middle of the 2700 
block of NE First Way.

'-'f
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Fire ChieJ John "Coach" Miller. Richard Rothe with 
microphone, who succeeded him. and Larry 
Archacki, president. Wilton Manors Volunteer 
Fire Department.
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"There were very few problems in those days,” said Metzger, who lived on Jenada Isle at the 
northwest end of town. 'The city was not burdened with indebtedness, the town had a strong tax base and 
we had no appreciable crime or density problems. People genuinely liked the town. It was a great time and 
a great community to raise a family.”

Metzger held office at the midpoint of the decade and as it turned out it proved to be a high point, 
too. For the city 1975 was a very good year. Some 400 business were now operating in Wilton Manors, 
which could also point to six churches, two grammar schools, 10 service clubs and both Boy and Girl Scout 
Troops. Of the city's 5,916 residences, 2,740 were single-family homes, 540 duplexes, 2,467 condominium 
units and 169 mobile homes. In addition, the city estimated its population at 15,000, a figure with which 
the next two official censuses would disagree.

It was the year Colohatchee Natural Park opened on the south fork of Middle River. The park offered 
visitors a Journey into six-and-a-half acres of an unspoiled mangrove swamp harking back to the days 
when the Indians gave the river the name Colohatchee. Land for the park had been purchased in 1972 with 
an $85,000 grant from the federal government's Open Space Land Program and a $10,00 grant from the 
Florida Department of Natural Resources.
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Velasco chased his car and tried to open the door. He was knocked to the grouni . j 
Chevy knocked down a palm tree and headed straight for an undefended carport, Lieutenant Perry 
Hempstead gave the order to police sharpshooter Jay Bell to fire.

Bell fired four shotgun blasts into the open hood. The auto stopped just short of the carport.
“No warning shots were fired,” wrote Ana Maria Fenimore in the Fort Lauderdale News.
“And now everybody asks us all the time if we shoot Fords,” said Lieutenant Hempstead. "I think m 

ready to move into the office for awhile.”
Casualties: Velasco whose 14 stitches to the leg, black eye and bump on the head added up to a 

$300 hospital bill and the Chevy, with $400 worth of miscellaneous repairs.
In 1974 Gerald Thompson won election to the Broward County Commission. He held the post for 22 

years, longer than any other politician in county history. He served also as chairman of the commission on 
four different occasions, also a record.

Educator James E. Maurer moved up from the city council to succeed Thompson as mayor. Maurer, 
who would be elected three times, resigned during his first term when he was appointed superintendent of 
schools for Broward County in 1975.

Named to succeed him was Eugene Metzger, who with his brother Philip had developed Deer Creek 
in Deerfield Beach. A native of Columbus, Ohio, who had attended graduate school at the University of 
Miami, Metzer had previously served six years as a city councilman. His tour of duty as mayor lasted less 
than a year but he remembers those years fondly.

In 1966 Police Chief Harold Gair, 
resigned to be followed by Felix 
Miller as acting chief and then by 
Bernard Scott, who became the 
youngest chief in Florida. Left to 
right on front row. Scott. Miller, 
Gair, Laddie Marolt and Raymond 
Saxon. Behind Gair stands Perry 
Hempstead, who would be 
involved in the shootout with a 
Chevrolet Impala.

Wilton Manors 
Police Department
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She has starred in two television movies. Deadly Invasion and 
Moment of Truth: A Child Too Many, and has appeared too on the 
acclaimed Frazier. Her old friends still see her often on TV 
commercials for City Furniture — and back home in Wilton Manors. 
She returns regularly to visit her mother, brother and friends. She 
lives now in Marina del Rey with her minister husband Larry Myers.

In 1976 Arthur Welling succeeded Gene Metzger as mayor. 
Joining him on the city council was Sandra Jedlicka, administrative 
assistant to Broward County Property Appraiser William Markham. 
Jedlicka had come to Florida in 1957. She majored in English at the 
University of Miami. In 1978 she married a fellow Broward County 
resident, Robert Steen.

The year Welling and Jedlicka assumed office the city 
completed negotiations to acquire a significant piece of Wilton Drive 
property from Food Fair, which had indicated a year earlier that it 
would be going out of business. Purchased for $429,426 were four- 
and-a-half acres of land and the existing building, containing 22,256 
square feet of floor area. The property's appraised value was 
$540,000.

In 1976 Nancy Stafford, shown here in 
a later picture, won the coveted title of 
Miss Florida.

1997
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Richard Rothe, first ranger at
Colohatchee Park

Wilton Manors Department of
Parks and Recreation
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into a world of birds, raccoons, crabs and butterflies, even an occasional 
alligator. Supplementing the natural amenities were picnic tables, play 
areas and a boat ramp at NE Fifteenth Avenue.

That same year the city decided its history was worth preserving, 
too. The Wilton Manors Historical Society held its first membership 
meeting at City Hall on September 15, 1975. President Diane Thompson, 
wife of Gerry Thompson, presented Honorary Lifetime Memberships to 
pioneers Dave Turner, Mrs. James Boyd, Mrs. Robert Newton, Merle 
Slagle and Alvar Hagen and to city attorney William Miller for his work in 
drafting and obtaining the society's charter.

It was the year, too, when one of the city's most durable political 
leaders stepped down. After eight years as city clerk Marcia Stafford had 
held the office of city council member for 14 years, longer than anyone 
else, before or since. Elected to the seat she vacated was her son Tracy, 
who had grown up in a home where much of the city's business had been 
conducted in the 1950s.

The following year her daughter Nancy, a 1975 journalism 
graduate from the University of Florida, entered the Miss Fort Lauderdale 
Beauty Contest, wearing an $8 dress she and her mother bought at a 
thrift ship. Her hope was to win a scholarship which would send her on to 
graduate school. It sent her much farther.

After winning the Fort Lauderdale contest, Nancy, journeyed up to Orlando to compete in the state 
contest. This time she was wearing a $100 dress. Tall — five feet nine — blue-eyed and blonde, she brought 
back to Wilton Manors the proud title of Miss Florida. And with it a springboard into TV commercials and 
then starring roles in television dramas. After the TV series Elsewhere, where she played the role of the icy 
hospital administrator Joan Halloran, then moved on to Matlock where for six years she played opposite 
Andy Griffith as Michelle Thomas.

"50
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“I might run next year," he said.
In looking back on his two terms as mayor, Mayor Welling concluded that the two achievements of 

which he was most proud were the consolidation of the city’s two sewer bonds into one and the 
improvements on Northeast Twenty-Sixth Street from Federal Highway to Five Points.

Wilton Manors Department of Parks 
and Recreation

in 1976 the city hosted itsjirst seven-mile 
run.

1997
Program

-Your City Council feels that the acquisition of this property is essential in order to provide tor 
needs of the city now and In the future," wrote City Council President Fred B. Fetzer in the Town. Crier. 
e^rnidldreTreahon Md^Vf "Tt’3116 PUbllC Ubraiy’ munfciPal parking area, city office space

On New Years Eve, 1978 the city hosted its first Wilton Manors Seven Mile Foot Race. Some 600 
runners set out from Mickel Field. Dean Reinke, of Bloomington, Indiana, crossed the finish line in 35 
minutes roughly 45 minutes ahead of the runnerup. Mayor Welling, who played football at Syracuse 
University because, he said, he was too slow for track, watched from the sidelines.
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Chapter 7 
INTO THE 1980s

In the 1980 election Jim Maurer regained his seat as mayor of a Wilton Manors whose growth was 
finally beginning to slow down. The Census of 1980 reported a population of 12,718 residents, still well 
below the 15,000 estimated in 1975. By now most of the city was, as developers say, “built out.” Growth 
would necessarily be slow since the city was essentially an island.

In late May the city was confronted with an event that revealed how much a part Wilton Manors had 
become of the changing South Florida scene. A suspicious neighbor called Wilton Manors police to report 
that a large, high-powered Excaliber-type boat had docked at Middle River at a home in the 2400 block of 
NE Eighteenth Avenue in the night. A sizable number of people crept stealthily from the boat and 
disappeared into the house. Police immediately notified the U.S. Border Patrol. A squad of five policemen, 
including young Steve Kenneth, surrounded the house to prevent suspected smugglers and aliens from 
escaping.

By early afternoon the Border Patrol had obtained a warrant. Police and the patrol moved in on the 
waterfront home. They arrested three smugglers and 14 Colombian immigrants. The aliens had been 
smuggled to Wilton Manors from Bimini at prices ranging from $600 to $800 a person.

In 1981 Frank Starling retired after 21 years as city administrator. Tracy Stafford resigned his seat 
on the council to seek, successfully, the administrator's job. To fill the seat left vacant by Stafford the 
council picked a man who had orbited the earth 11 times as an astronaut.

Don Eisele, a 51-year-old stockbroker, lived on Jenada Isle on the west side of town, an area which 
was not represented on the council at that time. This was one major factor in picking him. The other was 
that as an astronaut he had already demonstrated “the right stuff.”

Said Eisele of his new job, “I don’t know what's on the horizon."
That year the mayor was struggling with a large problem, large in every sense of the word. His 

weight had climbed to 276 pounds, too much for even his six-foot-two frame. Cecil Nall, director of parks 
and recreation, came up with a workable idea, not just for the mayor but for everyone battling a weight 
problem. In conjunction with the American Heart Association and the Broward County Dietetic Association, 
he formed the Wilton Manors Lose-a-Ton Club. Nearly 300 men and women signed up for the program. One 
of them was Mayor Maurer.

Diets were tailored to each individual and weekly seminars were held to motivate club members to 
continue sensible eating. Club members received discount cards for health food stores. Exercise rooms and 
the recreation department conducted special exercise events. At the halfway point the weight loss was just 
short of 500 pounds.

The final weigh-in was held November 21, 1981 at City Hall. About 250 of the original 300 showed 
up. The total were 2,087, just enough to claim a successful program. But the effort wasn’t over. Other 
members came in within a few days and the figure rose to 2,340 pounds, an average of eight pounds per 
person.

The individual who lost the most weight turned out to be the mayor. He trimmed off 38 pounds. T- 
shirts showed up in the city, reading Wilton Manors —THE TOWN THAT LOST A TON.

In 1982 voters elected to the city council the grandson of the village’s first mayor. Bill Turner owned

1947 C'/Yl 19979( Ith Citsof WiltonManors
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In a sense the event was the first act of a Who’s the 
Mayor? play. A more complicated one would appear the 
following year. In 1984 two residents declared to run for mayor, 
Robert DuBree, owner of one of the town’s two motels, the Ponte 
Rio, and Sam Stevens, director of building and community 
development for the City of Tamarac.

Since Florida has a “resign-to-run” law, Floyd Rogers, a 
resident, announced he would take legal action to remove 
Stevens, an official of another city, from the ballot. Enough 
confusion reigned to leave the issue unresolved until one day 
before the election. By the time a Broward Circuit Court judge 
disqualified Stevens it was too late to remove his name from the 
ballot. When the votes were counted, Stevens had 1606. DuBree 
trailed with 1517. Still, as the only candidate running legally, 
he was the mayor. The nature of his victory, however, left him 
with a considerable burden in serving as mayor.

One of his burdens was the strange case of Vikki Kittles,

Mayor Robert DuBree cruising through
Wilton Manors.

Wilton Manors Department of
Parks and Recreation

whose arrest in May, 1985 brought back memories of the “Bird Lady" in the tower. In response to 
complaints from neighbors five Wilton Manors police. Sergeant Don Rldenhour and four other Wilton 
Manors police officers, two veterinarians and Detective Sherry Schlueter, an animal abuse specialist with 
the Broward Sheriffs Office entered Kittles’ home at 1818 NE Twenty-Seventh Street. They found an 
incredible menagerie — 37 dogs, three cats and two horses.

Ellen Stein, writing in the News/Sun-Sentinel, called it a “tumultuous scene highlighted by dozens 
of loudly barking dogs, a horse that rebelled against being loaded into a trailer and about 30 neighbors 
looking on.” Kittles was charged with two counts of cruelty to animals.

“We spent all day Thursday trying to negotiate with her to peacefully put the animals where they’d 
be well taken of,” said Mayor DuBree. "We really didn’t want to lock the lady up."

Vikki Kittles landed Wilton Manors in the pages of the National Enquirer before the summer was 
On orders of a Broward County judge she moved out of the house and eventually out of the area.

In 1984 Marcia Ellington became only the third librarian in the town’s history, succeeding Mary 
Schmidt, retiring after 16 years. Ellington, who came to Wilton Manors as a child in 1959, joined the 
library staff in 1968. She oversaw the library's move into an increasingly technological world in which the 
Institution’s traditional collection of books was joined by two highly popular additions — videos of famous 
motion pictures and audiobooks.

Wilton Manors celebrated its 1985 Fourth of July with the biggest fire in its history. At 3.58 A.M. 
Florida Power and Light received a call that one of the eight Manor Grove Village condominiums was 
burning. Seventy people living in Building H fled into the night, nine of them with injuries. For the rest of 
the night Wilton Manors’ volunteer firefighters under the leadership of Fire Chief Richard Rothe fought e 
blaze that swept through the attic crawl space and destroyed the building. The cause of the fire turned ou 
to be a short circuit in a storage room.

19 7

and operated Taylor & Turner, a pest control company. Elected to the council at the same time was Diane 
Renollet Cline, who hailed from Columbus, Ohio. Manager of the Hyatt Fruit Company, she was elected c ty 
council president in August, 1982, a post she held until November, 1984, when the new City Charter 
abolished the position. At that time she became the first vice mayor in the city's history.

In addition, she briefly held the title of acting mayor to usher in a confusing period in the town’s 
relatively calm political history. In late June of 1983 Mayor Maurer failed to attend a scheduled council 
meeting. He had not been seen at City Hall for a week, and according to press accounts, had left no word 
that he might be away. Officials were concerned enough to seek a legal opinion on when the office would be 
declared vacant. Council President Cline became for a brief time the city’s acting mayor, signing necessary 
authorizations to keep the machinery of government running. After two weeks Maurer telephoned City 
Administrator Scott Miller to tell him he had been taking a vacation.

“A guy can’t even take a vacation without somebody looking for him,” said the mayor.
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The city’s biggest fire occurred on the Fourth of 
July, 1985, when one of the eight 
condominiums at Manor Grove Village burned 
down.

Wilton Manors Department of 
Parks and Recreation

Wilton Manors Fire Department
The contest winner, Norma Rollinson. a 30-year resident, had on occasion heard Wilton Manors 

referred to as “the island city.” To many, this was not immediately apparent. Most of the bridges crossed

Canoe races have become an annual event on 
the Middle River.

1997
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the river at narrow locations with very little elevation. They lacked the “bridge feel." Motorists felt as though 
they were simply driving along a city street which crossed a canal. But a close look at a map clearly reveals 
a city sun-ounded by water except for one small section north of the river, extending up to Oakland Park 
Boulevard.

Better than a look at a map is a boat trip around the 
island. The river, narrow at the bridges, is in places 200 feet 
wide and 16 feet deep. Attractive, comfortable homes face 
much of the waterfront, where residents have planted 
bougainvllla, magnolias, papayas, citrus and a wide variety 
of palms. On the north fork, particularly near today’s 
Kiwanis Park, manatees appear in the winter. Memgroves 
and cypresses grow in the wilder sections of the river, 
farther to the west side of the island. A boat cruising 
through the waters startles kingfishers, osprey and great 
blue herons.

A graduate in advertising art from Pratt Institute in 
New York, Rollinson decided the "island city" theme might 
work for a logo. “I realized the signs would be at bridges 
because you enter Wilton Manors by bridge,” she said. 
“We’re unique because we’re an island city. I thought it 
would be interesting to focus on that."

Her design, created without any city funding, beckoned visitors with “Welcome to WILTON MANORS 
— Island City," above a drawing of a small island with a healthy stand of palm trees.

In September, 1987 the troubled life of the world-renowned bass guitarist Jaco Pastorius came to an 
end in the Island City. Hours after making an appearance at Sunrise Musical Theatre Pastorius lay 
unconscious in a pool of blood outside the Midnight Bottle Club on Wilton Drive. He had been refused entry 
at 4.20 A.M. because he was not a member. He kicked the front door and tried to hit the manager, Luc 
Havan. ’n the ensuing fight Pastorius was beaten and died six days later at Broward General Medical 
Center. Havan, pleading guilty to manslaughter, was sentenced to 21 months in jail.

Pastorius was only 35 at the time of his death but he had already lived a lengthy lifetime. A graduate 
of nearby Northeast High School in Oakland Park, he had played with such well known bands and 
performers as Weather Report, Al DeMeola and Joni Mitchell. In the last years of his young life he was often 
in trouble with South Florida police.

"50'“

In March of 1986 the election pitted Mayor DuBreas 
against Vice-mayor Diane Cline and former Councilman 
Stafford. DuBree received 746 votes, well below Stafford s 
Elected at the same time were Richard Mills III, a 31-year-o 
lawyer, and Susan Olson, a 38-year-old real estate agent, W 
captured seats on the council. Olson, a descendant of 
Floridians although she hailed from Pittsfield, Massachuset , 
came to Broward County in 1967. She brought with her an 
unusual distinction. In preparation for its fiftieth anniversary 
in 1997, the city looked for any of its residents who were born 
on the birthday of Wilton Manors. They found just one 
Susan Olson, born in Pittsfield on May 13, 1947.

During DuBree’s administration the citizens of Wilton 
Manors concluded the time had come for a new logo. It could 
be used, among other things, on city limits signs, welcoming 
people who crossed any of the municipality’s 11 bridges into 
the city. A contest was held to create a new design.
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Becky Thacker, assistant director. Department of Parks 
and Recreation, manages Wilton Manors display at 
Broward County Pioneer Days.

Wilton Manors Department of Parks and Recreation

A happier stoiy involving the arts began to unfold in 1988 when 
Brian Smith, producer, director, actor, opened his Off Broadway on E.
26th Street. He remodeled the former Manors Cinema, an art movie house, 
converting it into a small equity theater seating 300.

Smith introduced playgoers to the kind of theater he wanted to 
bring to Wilton Manors with the premiere performance of Papa, a one-man 
play about Ernest Hemingway. What made the debut even more satisfying 
was the identity of the playwright — John de Groot, a resident of Wilton 
Manors. The play went on to a successful run in another Off Broadway, 
this one in New York. De Groot is well known in South Florida as a 
journalist with the Sun-Sentinel. In 1971 he was a member of a team of 
reporters who earned a Pulitzer Prize for the Akron Beacon Journal for its 

coverage of the Kent State shootings in Ohio.
Nearing its first decade of operation. Off Broadway on E. 26th Street has brought in such eminent 

stage actresses as Eileen Heckart and showcased many professional actors from South Florida. Off 
Broadway, the area's only for-profit regional theater, has in a sense became the leading edge of the city's 
later thrust to develop as a theater and art center.

In 1989 Horton/Jones Electrical Contractors, Inc., donated to the city the oldest house in Wilton 
Manors. Built by Willingham, probably in the fall of 1925, it was located east of his first plat at 1225 
Northwest Twenty-Fourth Street. Horton/Jones bought the property in 1988 for $67,500.

“We wanted it for the land," said Tom Jones. "It was overgrown with trees. You could not see this 
house when you went down the street."

Ayear-and-a-half later the company, needed 
the space occupied by the old house-, donated it to the 
city for possible use as headquarters for the Wilton 
Manors Historical Society. Four years later the house 
was demolished after the city failed to take any further 
action.

In the final year of the decade Bernard Scott 
stepped down as chief of police after three decades. The 
city appointed as its new chief Steve Kenneth, at 38 a 
man who had grown up in the city. The son of Fred and 
Christine Kenneth, he attended Wilton Manors 
Elementary, Sunrise Middle and Fort Lauderdale High 
School before moving on to Broward Community 
College and the University of Central Florida, earning 
his degree in law enforcement. In 1973 he joined the 
police force in his home town.

“He knows the city from a perspective that’s rare for someone coming in," said Mayor Stafford. “I 
think he's got a lot of good qualities to bring to that job."

Chief Kenneth would need those qualities. Urban Broward had grown into a metropolitan area with 
well over a million people and a daunting range and variety of problems and crimes. Policing the area in 
cities large and small, like Wilton Manors, had been become a difficult and demanding job.

Papa. John de Groot's one man play about Ernest Hemingway, received its world 
premiere at Off Broadway on 26th Street. Left to right, William Hindman, as 
Hemingway, playwright de Groot and Brian Smith, director and owner of the 
theater.
Brian Smith
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Tracy Stafford's election to the Florida House of Representatives meant 
a big celebration in Wilton Manors. Left to right, Tracy Stafford, Georgia* 
Mealer, Lillian Jedlicka, her daughter Mayor Sandy Steen and the 
winner's sister, actress Nancy Stafford.

Wilton Manors launched the final decade of the twentieth century by naming its first woman mayor. 
Sandra Jedlicka Steen, who had served on the city council for nearly ten years, won by the easiest route 
imaginable — no one ran against her.

Birthday Program

Steen announced she would run 
for the office in the March 13, 1990 
election after Tracy Stafford resigned as 
mayor to run for the Florida State 
Legislature. He won to become the first 
Wilton Manors resident elected as a 
state representative, then followed up 
his victory by winning two more terms. 
Meanwhile, the deadline to declare for 
the office of mayor passed at noon on 
January 16. No one else signed up. 
Steen automatically became mayor, said 
City Clerk Angela Scott.

“It still hasn’t sunk in,” said 
Mayor Steen later that January 
afternoon. “I never thought I’d be 
unopposed since this was the first time J 
was running for mayor. I was all geared 
up for a big race.”

Her principal objectives, the new 
mayor said, would be to continue the 
current council’s policy on cleaning up 
blighted areas and enforcing strict code 
regulation. Mayor Steen was heavily 
involved, too, in city beautification and 
in the Kids in Distress program. In her 
first term she was joined by two new 
council members, Gloria O’Gorman and 
Richard Pratt, winners in the March 
elections.

The Census of 1990 delivered a jolt to the city. Its official figures showed a population of 11,804, a 
decline of close to a thousand people. Since the amount of funding a city receives from federal and state 
sources is based in part on census figures, a lower number creates funding problems.

"We feel their statistics are not an accurate number," said Mayor Steen. “We have younger families 
moving in with children.”

Chapter 8 
Half a Century

1997
Cityofwi^Mawr,
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• City of Wilton Manors

Staff members celebrate new improvements at 
Hagen Park.

Wilton Manors Department of Parks and Recreation

50“

In its counter claim Wilton Manors contended its actual population was 2,000 higher. The c ty 
persuaded the federal government to add 500 people to the census total, thus increasing its funding.

By this time the Island City was facing the inevitable problems of any town that has become u 
out.” The tax base had reached a stalemate, city officials reported. As a result, property owners face a 
percent property tax increase in the 1990-91 city budget. ,

As a young, growing town in the late 40s and 
early 50s, Wilton Manors could appeal to buyers of 
new homes as a city with no taxes. Now that the city 
was 99 percent “built out," residents confronted a 
different reality.

In 1991 the Florida Department of 
Transportation proposed changes in traffic patterns 
at Five Points. A 1987 study, the DOT said, showed 
that the intersection was confusing and subject to 
accidents and traffic tie-ups. The plans called for 
widening Dixie Highway and realigning Twenty-Sixth 
Street at the intersection.

More than 100 business owners packed City 
Hall to protest to the City Council that the changes 
would harm the city's businesses. “If it isn’t broke, 
don't fix it," said Realtor George Abromats to a round 
of applause. The council voted unanimously to reject 
the DOT plan.

In August, 1992 a deadly hurricane struck the Southeast Florida coast. Hurricane Andrew’s 
deadliest damage was inflicted on south Dade County but Wilton Manors also felt the effects of its winds. 
By the first day of September the costs to the city had already totaled $565,528.

To add to the Bird Lady and Vikki Kittles, the city in 1993 acquired a self-styled Wilton Manors 
Snake Man. Wray Parr, a Canadian who lived in the summer in Nova Scotia, housed 18 snakes in a vehicle 
which he called a motor home. The city disagreed.

“It looks like a bus, it drives like a bus," said Mayor Steen, elected for a second term in 1992. "He 
can register it as a luxury condo, but it’s still a bus.”

The Snake Man's problems stemmed from the city code which prohibits parking of buses in 
residential neighborhoods. Parr's feud with the city went ballistic when Snake Man gave his vehicle a 
$2,000 paint job featuring outrageous graphics, described by Jennifer B. Heit in XS as “A mighty python 
hovers over a burning Wilton Manors City Hall as rats named after City Council members scurry from the 
building."

“He’s a character out of a Stephen King novel," said Harold Horne, the city's community services 
director. Horne earned the questionable honor of having a rat named after him.

The feud ended in the fall of 1994. Word was received from Nova Scotia that the Snake Man had 
died at his home of a heart attack. He was just 44.

King Wilkinson, active in Wilton Manors real estate, succeeded Sandy Steen as mayor in 1994. Born 
in Casco, Maine, he moved in 1962 to Cocoa Beach, Florida, where he worked in the space program before 
becoming a general contractor. In 1967 he moved to Wilton Manors. Reelected mayor in 1996, he held the 
city’s highest position as Wilton Manors moved into its fiftieth anniversary year. In 1995 Dr, Robert Levy 
became the city manager.

A major project in the mid-90s was the expansion of the waterfront Kiwanis Park in the Highland 
Estates section on the north fork of the Middle River. It is an area visited by manatees in the winter and 
popular with canoeists and bird watchers. In Prohibition days, in the 1920s and the early 1930s, 
moonshiners visited the north fork’s two uninhabited islands, where they operated illegal whiskey stills. 

The north fork had been known as Snook Creek in the days of the Seminole Wars. No snook have been 
pulled from its waters in recent years, said Richard Rothe, director of parks and recreation. He did observe,
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Wilton Manors celebrates opening of Kiwanis Park in a big way 
Speakers included: Top photo: City Manager Robert Levy: LeJ 
photo: Mayor King Wilkinson Bottom photo: State Senator Jin 

Scott welcomes an enthusiastic group who will make good usi 
of the park 

Wilton Manors Department of Parks and Recreation Middle

:>N MANORS | 
iln-nd

TON MANORS ’?
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a home for the
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Next to the railroad tracks in Wilton Manors sat the Middle River 
Trailer Park, owned by Mary Yawt and her family for more than 40 years. 
Just the place for the film crew to work, thought Mayor Wilkinson. The 
movie's producers agreed.

"It's our funkiest trailer park," said the mayor. “I’m not proud of that, 
but I’m very proud they did their filming here in Wilton Manors.”

The mayor spent two days in the park, watching the filming. He later 
worked as an extra in a scene shot at the Sheraton Bal Harbour Resort in 
Dade County. Citing such features as mangroves, water and parks, he said.
"We invite movies to film here and I'll do everything I can to help them.”

The cultural thrust of Wilton Manors goes far beyond the shooting of 
•' occasional movie sequences. Arts and entertainment have been designated a 

major vehicle to revive the city's downtown, said City Manager Bob Lexy. He 
sees "the Coconut Grove of Broward County," rising along Wilton Drive.

“Not highbrow,” said the Harvard- 
educated Levy. "We’re looking for cafes and 
places where ordinary people can enjoy an 
evening.” Art galleries and upscale nightclubs 
would also be part of the mix sought by city 
officials.

The key to the rejuvenation of 
downtown will be the Island City Arts Center, 
located in the 2020 building on Wilton Drive, 
in a building which once housed the Food Fair 
supermarket. The project is being developed in 
partnership with the Fort Lauderdale 
Children’s Theatre and the Fort Lauderdale 
Players.

Mayor Wilkinson, looking ahead to the 
twenty-first century, wrote: “What an 
opportunity we now have! A new millennium 
dawns! The foundation we build today will 
propel us into the future. As Wilton Manors 
evolves, we shift from an Indian hunting and 
fishing ground to an agrarian economy — to a 
bedroom community — to a true urban city.

however, that on Christmas Day, 1996, Kyle Archacki, eight-year-old 
nephew of David Archacki, public services superintendent, caught a 
snook off Townhouse Isle in the waters of the south fork.

As Wilton Manors neared the end of its first half century, the city 
turned its attention to enhancing its cultural life and in the process 
revitalizing its downtown. Brian Smith’s Off Broadway on 26th Street had 
already shown that the area could support a quality theater.

The city’s 1995 adventure in the world of cinema gave it a tasty 
introduction, if not a memorable movie. The grandson of Carl Hiaasen, a 
pioneer resident, wrote a book called Striptease, set primarily in Fort 
Lauderdale. Hollywood liked the later Carl Hiaasen’s outrageously funny book 
and decided to produce a motion picture, starring Demi Moore and featuring 
a noted South Florida actor, Burt Reynolds. Most of the movie was shot in South Florida, much of it in 
Broward County. One location that was needed was a mobile home community to serve as 
stripper-star’s fictional sister-in-law.

’ "■.>§£- 4
.■A 4;
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Our predecessors built their ‘village’ based on the need for appropriate housing, roads that earned us 
quickly to our destinations, and small centers where community members could shop, dine and chat with 
one another. The age of mega-stores, mega-malls and gridlock has caused us to look at different solutions 
and ideals.”

Wilton Manors has been a low-profile town, home to only a handful of celebrities, most notably 
Nancy Stafford, astronaut Don Eisele and Rocky Marciano, former heavyweight boxing champion who lived 
on the west side of town in the 1950s.

"Wilton Drive is one of the few places in Broward County that has that hometown, downtown 
feeling,” said Harold Horne, community services director, underscoring the importance so many residents 
attach to the city's small town image.

“We're a small town surrounded by a big city,” said Rick Miller, owner and operator with his wife 
Sherry of Barton and Miller Cleaners, founded in 1956 by his father and Buster Barton. "But we still have 
that small town atmosphere."

Said Dr. Robert Helmholdt, an orthodontist who has practiced in the city for more than two 
decades: “Wilton Manors is a community of solid, hard-working family people. It’s like a Norman Rockwell 
community.”

“It’s always been home,” said Bill Turner, grandson of Dave Turner and former city councilman. “It’s 
a place where my father has been. It’s comforting."

Tony Oliviera. who runs the Courtyard Cafe on Wilton Drive, said: “You’re in an oasis. It’s peaceful 
and tranquil."

What would Ned Willingham think if he could see the city that has grown from the small residential 
suburb he started in 1925? He saw it then as a small upscale community with beautiful homes fronting on 
Wilton Boulevard, a small Dixie Highway business district serving the residents and a hotel rising on the 
boulevard for the winter tourists he thought would flock to the island. Only he never really thought of it as 
an island, more as an extension of Fort Lauderdale.

Today the city’s finest homes, some estimated as valued as roughly a $350,000, are located not on 
Ned’s Wilton Boulevard but along the island’s eastern waterfront. Wilton Boulevard, restricted to 
"exclusively residential" use in his original plan, became Wilton Drive, the city’s principal business district. 
The land designated for the hotel is now the site of Wilton Discount Beverages.
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Five Points has become the landmark of Wilton Manors, not because of Willingham's Impressive and 
expensive towers at the town’s entrance but because of what a Florida Department of Transportation 
engineer called “an uncommon design,”

A conservative Southerner from a small Georgia city, Willingham wanted a community restricted to 
Caucasians, not a surprising attitude for a white Georgian born during the Civil War. Today he would see — 
and obviously not comprehend — the rich ethnic and national mix that characterizes the Wilton Manors of 
the 1990s. He would see the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and would note that the Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, the city’s first, now opened its doors for additional Haitian services and on Sunday 
evenings Brazilian services conducted in Portuguese. Ned would also see restaurants serving Chinese, Thai, 
Mexican, Polish, Turkish food, and an English pub honoring the bard himself. Will Shakespeare. Of course, 
he would also find seafood and southern barbecue.

One thing Ned, who liked to think of himself as a man with artistic sensibilities, would have liked is 
the city’s move toward enhanced cultural facilities. One of his 1926 ads, featuring the theme “Art in 
Development.” compares Wilton Manors to “the masterpiece of the artist,” then states, “E.J. Willingham, 
the artist, developed Wilton Manors, the masterpiece.”

The city s second founding father, Dave Turner, enjoyed a much later view of his town. Honored by 
the city on his eight-second birthday, he told Jeff Forgoston, a Fort Lauderdale News reporter, about a man 
who had sought permission years ago to build a junkyard on undeveloped land on Wilton Drive.

I told him that we re not building a junk city," said Turner. “We set up a policy that we'd have a 
good, clean town. I think we’ve pretty much kept that promise.”

If he were still around to see the town at its fiftieth anniversary on May 13, 1997, he would like some 
Happy’ Birthday016’'8’ bUt h6’ Wlllin®ham’ would recognize his town - and wish it

1947 1997
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| City of Wilton Manors

MAYORS
Dave Turner 1947-1952
Perry Mickel 1952-1955

J. Frank Starling 1955-1960 
Harold T. Price 1960-1968

Gerald Thompson 1968-1974 
James E. Maurer 1974-1975 

1980-1984 
Eugene Metzger 1975-1976 
Arthur Welling 1976-1980 
Robert DuBree 1984-1986 
Tracy Stafford 1986-1990

SandraJ. Steen 1990-1994 
King Wilkinson 1994-

Alvar Hagen 1947-1952 
Arthur Chabot 1947-1952 

William Robinson 1947-1952 
J. Marvin Brown 1947-1952

James Boyd 1947-1952 
James Dean 1952-1953 

Earle Middleton 1952-1953
J. Frank Starling 1952-1955

Earl Gurney 1952-1954
Charles Saxer 1953-1955

Clarence Riggs 1953-1956 
George Richardson 1954-1956 

Fred Stevens 1955-1958 
William Joslin 1955-1958 
Vernon Burnell 1956-1960 
Harold T. Price 1956-1960
Robert Schmidt 1958-1960

Carl Blimly 1958-1961
Howard Goll 1959-1962

Gerald McCauley 1960-1964 
George Nichols 1960-1963
John Hanrahan 1960-1965 
Marcia Stafford 1961-1975 
William Smith 1962-1974 

Gerald Thompson 1964-1968 
Lawrence Sullivan 1966-1968 
Marvin Meacham 1965-1971

Eugene Metzger 1968-1974 
James Maurer 1968-1974 

1979-1980 
Arthur Welling 1971-1976 
Samuel Stevens 1974-1979 
FredB. Fetzer 1974-1979 
Wayne Goltz 1974-1976 

Tracy Stafford 1975-1981 
Sandra JedUcka Steen 1976-1982 

1985-1986 
1988-1990 

Jack Zeman 1976-1984 
Michael B. Curran 1979-1984

James Grady 1981-1982 
Don Eisele 1981-1982 
Diane Cline 1982-1986 

William Turner 1982-1986 
Loren “Duke” Maltby 1982-1984 
Sherod “Rab” Rouser 1985-1985 

Marvin Bush 1984-1988 
Wayne Musgrave 1984-1986 

Susan Olson 1986-1993 
Richard Mills III 1986-1990 

John Fiore 1988-
Gloria O’Gorman 1990- 

Richard Pratt 1990- 
Jack Seiler 1993-

5O'h
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Left to Right: Richard Pratt. Jack Seiler. Mayor King Wilkinson, John Fiore. Gloria O'Gorman
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POLICE CHIEFS

FIRE CHIEFS

1997

Richard Beaney 1952-1957
Thomas Brace 1957-1961

Harold Gair 1961-1966

C. Kass 1952-1952
E. Novak 1952-1953 

Ed Thomas 1953-1954 
Wally Wakely 1954-1959

Al Walker 1959-1960

DIRECTORS, DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
James McGivern
Richard Geisler
Robert Saxon

Kathryn Johnson 1947-1950 
Mary Harvey 1950-1952 

Marcia Stafford 1952-1960
J. Frank Starling 1960-1978 
Dorothy Grosser 1978-1979 
Margaret Mitchell 1979-1980

Debbie Basone 1980-1982 
Deanne J. Doherty 1982-1984 

Diane Hominick 1984-1984 
Sharon Birken 1984-1988 

Angela Scott 1988-

Felix Miller (acting) 1966-1966 
Bernard Scott 1966-1989 

Steve Kenneth 1989-

John S. Miller 1960-1980 
Richard Rothe 1980-1995 
James Ridout 1995-1997 

Tim Keefe 1997-

Cecil Nall 
Daniel Keefe 

Richard Rothe

Birtfeajp Program
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CITY ADMINISTRATORS/MANAGERS
J. Frank Starling 1960-1981 Dale Reith 1986-1986

Tracy Stafford 1981-1982 Wallace A.Payne 1987-1993
J. Scott Miller 1982-1985 Donald Lusk 1994-1994

Bernard Scott (acting) 1985-1986 Dr. Robert A. Levy 1995-
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Many Wilton Manors people have contributed their time, reminiscences, scrapbooks, pictures, clipping5’ 

ideas, suggestions and good will. We will try to list them all but if we miss you, our apologies for the oversight 
and our thanks anyway for helping.

The starting place, of course, Is the Wilton Manors 50th Birthday Blue Ribbon Committee: Sandy Steen, 
chair; Rick Perry, vice chair; Debra Slnkle, recording secretary; Diane Renollet Cline; Celeste Ellich; Gail 
Fitzgerald; Virginia Flaherty; Arlene Lancaster; Michael Pierce; George Richardson, and Helen Richardson — 
and, of course, my principal contact and coordinator with the City ofWilton Manors, Becky Thacker, Assistant 
Parks and Recreation Director.

The list continues with Marcia Stafford, Harold Home, William Turner, Dorothy Bryan, William Miller, 
Alicia Zachman, Jim Dean, Eugene Metzger, Arthur Welling, Tracy Stafford. Nancy Stafford, City Manager 
Bob Levy, Dan Keefe, Angela Scott, Susan Olson, Richard Rothe, Tim Keefe, Marcia Ellington and her capable 
staff at the Wilton Manors Public Library, Linda Noel, Gretchen Gettemy, Police Chief Steve Kenneth, Officer 
Joan Kon, Bill Wetzel, David Archacki, John de Groot. Brian Smith, Tinker Connelly and Mayor King Wilkinson.

Again, invaluable help from the Broward County Historical Commission, in particular, Rodney Dillon, 
Helen Landers and Barbara Poleo, who at the eleventh hour uncovered a 1925 sales brochure used by the 
Willingham Company to launch Wilton Manors. The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, with staunch support 
from Dan Hobby and Sue Gillis, provided a source of early clippings about the town and a number of 
photographs. Anne H. Rogers, Genealogical and Historical Room, Middle Georgia Regional Library, Macon, 
Georgia, located valuable information on the founder, E.J. Willingham.

A major source of information, particulary in the early years, was the Broward County Public Library, 
with its microfilm file dating back to the 1920s when the community was started. In more recent years good 
coverage has been provided by the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, the Sun-Sentinel and The Miami Herald.

1947 t'/Tt 1997
Yogram II City of Wilton Manors
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A special “Thank You” goes out to the 50th Birthday 
Blue Ribbon Committee Members.

WILTON MANORS 50TH BIRTHDAY 
BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE

Sandy Steen, Chair 
Rick Perry, Vice Chair

Debra Sinkle, Recording Secretary
Diane Cline

Celeste Ellich
Gail Fitzgerald 

Virginia Flaherty 
Arlene Lancaster

Michael Pierce 
George Richardson 
Helen Richardson

It is through their cooperation, guidance, hard work, and dedication to out 
great City, that we are going to enjoy the Birthday Party of a lifetime!

53
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Browning-Ferris
Industries

Pompano Beach office 
1660 N. Powerline Road 

Pompano Beach, Fl 33060

Oakland Park Office
4033 N.E. 9th Avenue

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334

WATTS 1-800-228-5174
FAX LINE 564-1681

Make s ure to have a 
piece of Wilton Manors

baked and donated by 
Publix Super Markets,Inc.

50 Foot 
BIRTHDAY 

CAKE

Birthday Program
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2380 College Avenue 
Davie, Florida 33317 

(954) 472-6700

Satslwi/ig
Light & Heavy Duty Towing 

566-5155

*

MANORS
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Wilton Manors
Business Association

P.O. Box 24332
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33307

(954)480-5194

1997
/• rCity of Wilton Manors ;
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Robert D. Helmholdt, D.D.S., P.A.

St. Clement Church
Josias, Goren, Cherof, Doody and Ezrol, P.A.

(954) 566-7621

Kalis Funeral Home

EDWARD KALIS

50th 19971947

ORTHODONTICS
COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

DAVID MESSLER 
PH: 954-564-5546 

FAX: 954-563-4962

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
WILTON MANORS

2505 N. Dixie Highway 
(At 5 Points in Wilton Manors) 
Fort Lauderedale, FL 33305

1700 North East 26th Street 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33305 

(954) 563-5861

Member 
American Association of

Orthodontists

McGilligan Office Supply
COMPUTER SUPPLIES - FURNITURE 

RUBBER STAMPS - CORPORATE SEALS 
NOTARY ■ UPS SHIPPING - COPIES - FAX

FREE DELIVERY
2033 WILTON DRIVE • WILTON MANORS, FL 33305

2975 N. Andrews Avenue 
Wilton Manors 33311 

563-1183

Hamill's Firestone Store 
2425 North Andrews Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311 

954-564-6361

3099 E. Commercial Boulevard 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33308 

(954) 771-4500

CONVENANT PKESMTERIAN 
CHURCH - PCA

CHRIST CENTERED WORSHIP SINCE 1949

512 NE 26th Street, Wilton Manors, FL 33305 
Telephone: 954-563-5784 • Fax: 954-630-0935

Sunday Worship Times 10:45 and 6:00 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:00

Wednesday Youth Groups for ALL Ages 7:00

Birtfc)a$ Program
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EDWARD S. KALIS
Licensed

Funeral Directors

.... ... ..... .....
City of Wilton Manors

.... . .... .. . .

FULL-COLOR RAINBOW 
BUSINESS CARDS

100 CARDS $2995 
offered exclusively by 

ADVERTISING ADVISORS 
DESIGN & PRINT 

565-6771
1949 WILTON DRIVE • WILTON MANROS
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VINCENT J. PERINI

LifeFleet Atlantic Ambulance

501947 1997
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INCORPORATED

MURPHY
p h o t o g

MICHAEL

Walgreens
5101 NW 21st Avenue, Suite #530 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 •

Phons 305/776-3447 
Palm Beach 407/391-8254
Fax 305/776-2698

A special “Island City Thank You” goes out to 
Ron & Ann Lunsford for the replica of Wilton 
Manors Entrance Castle/Arches! All materials, 
supplies, and creativity were supplied by these 

great residents. Thanks for preserving our 
history' - you have now become a part of it!

SunTrust Bank 
South Florida, N.A.5551 N.W. 9th Ave.

Fort Lauderdale 33309 
776-3300, ext. 472

261 E. Prospect Rd.
Oakland Park, FL 33334

1501 NE 26th Street 
Wilton Manors, Florida 33305

2031 -B Wilton Drive 
Wilton Manors, Florida 33305

(954) 564-8555

A special thanks to Brian Hutcheson of 
Wilton Manors Nursery for his continued 
support of City events. The greenery and 

flowers for our Birthday Celebration were 
donated by Brian as they have been 

for the past 15 years.

raphy by

CONSTRUCTION, INC.Manufacturer & Distributor of 
Landscape & Interiorscape Products 

2430 N.E. 13 Avenue 
FL Lauderdale, FL 33305 
Phone: 954-566-8815 
Fax: 954-568-3270

Sunfyjfit

Birthday Program
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ABOUT TOWN LOCK & SAFE
PAUL A. KUTA

JERRY JORDAN CONSTRUCTION CORP
DIXIE PLUMBING SERVICE, INC.

JEFFREY M. BARTNICK, D.D.S.

ANTHONY J. (TONY) BARONE

ANDREWS DINER

JOHNSON’S FLORIST

PEPSI-COLA BOTTLING CO./DILORETO & SONS

BANKATLANT1C

LOTUS CHINESE KITCHEN

50"> 19971947
City of Wilton Manors

FPL

The Cities of
Oakland Park/Wilton Manors 
Chamber of Commerce l~ lorida I louse of Representatives 

Tracy Stafford
Representative District

lift S.L fxt Street, City Park A fall 308 Ucuac Office BuifJing

f ert LnscfcrJake. IL33301 1 aflafaasee. FL

wo aejpp-rjoo
staffocrf^kcfrecnctscflin.lih fins pOf‘+88-0880

4861 N. Dixie Hwy., Suite 2OOB 
Oakland Park, FL 33334 

Phone: 489-0370 Fax: 489-0326

Birthday Program
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Continental 
Cablevision

Continental Cablevision
141 NW 16th Street • Pompano Beach FL 33060-5291

Customer Service 954-784-3200

1*7

PARTNERS IN 
OUR COMMUNITY
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In order to assure receiving a copy of this long 
awaited book, pre-publication forms are avilable at 
the Library and Department of Parks and Recreation 
at a cost of $15. The book officially will be available 
on Thursday, May 8 at the Golden Years Ceremonial 
Dinner. Mr. McIver will give a brief talk and will be 
available for a book signing.

The first history ever published on the City of 
Wilton Manors will be available soon. Stuart B. McIver, 
noted Florida author and historian, is the author. Mr. 
McIver used records, photographs and personal 
interviews as the basis for his book.

“The Island City - 
the Story of Wilton Manors”

For further details contact the Recreation 
Department at 390-2130 or the City Library 
390-2195.

Stuart B. McIver, a prolific author of books and stories on 
Florida, has now added to his list another historical work, the first 
history of Wilton Manors. The Island City - the Story of Wilton Manon 
was commissioned as part of the city's fiftieth birthday celebration.

McIver's ten books on Florida include Fort Lauderdale and 
Broward County: an Illustrated History; Coral Springs: the First 
Twenty-Five Years; Yesterday’s Palm Beach; True Tales of the Ever­
glades; Glimpses of South Florida History, and Hemingway's Key 
West. His most recent books are Volumes 1 and 2 in his Florida 
Chronicles Series, entitled Dreamers, Schemers and Scalawags, and 
Murder in the Tropics. In addition he is the coauthor of Rating the 
Presidents, published in early 1997.

The author is also the editor of South Florida History Magazine, 
published by the Historical Association of Southern Florida and the 

Caribbean. He was writer-producer of “Alligator," a documentary film which won a Silver Medal in the 
Venice Film Festival.

A 35-year resident of South Florida, he lives now in Lighthouse Point with his wife, Joan, who is also 
writer. McIver, a native of Sanford, North Carolina, is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He is a former president of the Book Group of Florida and is currently secretary of the Florida 
Chapter of the Mystery Writers of America.
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"Classic Car Show" 

Enjoy over 1 0 c l .  ic cars a t  \ i l ton anors B irthday Cele ra t ion 
y, lay 1 0th from 6 :30-9:30 pm al Hagen Parle. Thi 

· tu las ith fi rs t and econd place Lr phics in 
ipa1ion Trophy, Ten Best of-S cial ty 

I m c d h plaqu 10 the first J 25 cmr an is . 
by chc Ci ty of Wi hon Manors, Continental Cahlevi ion, 
·wanis Club, Cl ic V, hides and Frien utomotive 

c , and Ta lor mer Pest Control ,  lhe c o, i al o 
a Ii DJ 1C Lroit and registration i y 1 2 .00. 
nfonnat.ion on show, n1ac1 onn 7 2-60 , 

or Ja at 90. And _ incc ou're bringi ng }'our
for the day, wh arti ipate in the - · d Para

ar ho . o ft."C. I Rob Frcnc S Wilt n
R reati 90- 1 30 or n on and 

CAR SHOW SCHEDULE 

L0-5.00 pm Earl ' Regi trati n · n

5:00-6: 0 pm 
6: 30-7: 0 pm 
: 0-9 :00 pm 

9:00-9: S m 

Dri,·c ed a.I Lhi. · r
particip sh w artici 
Dm ve. Para 
I rough t r. 
Par.id · 
Regu lar Car Show R gi. trat ion 

ar Shpw 
Car how A vards 

Ant ique o '60 • Ford up to'60 Open/Closed • Ford '6 1 & up 
Open/Closed • Best GM  up to '79 • Best G 80 and up • 
Camaro/Fi rebird up to ·79 • Camaro/Fi rebi rd '80 up • Chevy '55 - '57 
Orig. • Chevy '55-'57 mod. • Chevy '58- '64 • Conve rt ib le • Corvette 
'53 '62 O r ig • Corvette '63 to 67 O rig . • Corvette 68 to 74 O ri g .  • 
Corvette 75 to 82 Or ig . • Corvette 84-90 O rig .  • Corvette 9 1  & up 
Or ig. • Corvette ad.up to 82 • Corvette ad 84 & u p  • Corvette ZR 
1 • ild Custom • Radical Custom opar  Open/C losed uscle Car 
Open/C losed • ustang '64 1 /2-'66 Open/C losed • ustang '67- '79 
O us ng ' 80  to 89 • us ang 90 & up • Specia l I n te rest • Street 

ach ine • Street Rod o pen St reet Rod closed • T B ucket • An ique 
Truck o ·55 • A ique Truck to 65 Custom • Truck 66 to 79 • Fu l l Size 
Tr uck-orig. • Full Size Tr uck-custom • 4X4 • i n i  Truck-semi-custom 
• ini Truck-custom • id Size in i Truck-Or ig. • id Sized Truck
Gusto • T-B i rd • U nf in ished • i l l  open additional classes.

"Replica of Entrance Cas tle/Arches & 
Time Capsule Dedica tion" 

ial hank you and Lri ute goe ut lo 
n , nd ,\ nn Lun or for th i r  don t ion o • th 

ti ar hes. 
· of Bro\ ar ou nty . R n and Ann

i l l  num r of th · e } el l . d id
parent . 

· 
great de, I of l · · · · · lo

Ci ty · s c Wi l ton Man nd
Ron m f 

! t i s  the sa · g r R n 
to bu i ld  a rcpt h c t ime 
capsu 1 '  that a o •ca C r t he  next I 00 yc:ir . 
Wh t a great b ' g i . 

Th Time Capsule and Entran · 1 1  be d
· 

7:00 pm in Jaycee Park on Tuesday. . I is onl 
however, the cntran t ic/arches wi I I  be . lo red for · c k 
ii fi nds i ts permanent horn . i n  the futu re I land , i t Ar enter. 

"Experience the Odyssey" 

Desi n s  by Scan i t he  produc r of the Odys ey , Wi l ton  Man rs 
50th B i rthday Fi nale utu rday. May 1 0th at 9: pm,  Hagen Park . 509

22nd Dr ive, \ ilt n Manors. 
· 

y Sc · 11 , I nc .  h been i n  
tcncc f r tw year . . l n i l i  l l y  c a ole propri etorshi p ,  the 
pany w, sub cqucnt ly in rp Mar h 1 99 . 

( u · des ign arc d ue t i t '  
t c  i t i l ton Man r s  resident .  
n d i n  c Lhc age of eleven .  

A nat I a a rfonner i n  the 
Junia n c th n l eft Trinidad to 
con1jnu  hi work abroad. 

S ean . I nc . .  he has d igned 
· or theme parties for u h
n t ..i tu te, Sea World of
, Oran c Bowl. AT T. 
o o i n  Miami ,  B roward

d, 1 riean Expre s, Wah
y and rs.

I n  I re produ ed Lhe 
ing. singing and awe 

a h i throu houl 
en with the binh of a 

, 1 To th y tak lh i r  
JOUm • 10 an c um 10 their 
pla c o f  b . ate the birthda a great ci ty. 

THE E ATlO 1S 

orthem Lights - Joum y 10 the orthem H m · phere 
as · ix , rlh I i  h to t spectacu lar arm of color 

pcs and paucm 
Act  1\\'0 - re.at B arri er Re r - The enti re are::i i m gi al ly 

tr n f rmcd int an At lantcan parad i e, where guest wi l l  
become o n  \ i 1 h  the cxo1 i p pu lntion o f  ca l i fe th l i th ·  Great 
13a1Ticr R · ·f. xpcriencc 1h · · nsation of be ing not ju.st v is i tor, bu 
! an of 1h now of I i � ·  under I.he ea

Act  Three - Kenya - Wi ld an imal s and pygmies surround you 
a ompan icd hy haunt ing vocal · . The echoes of Africa arc found i n  
L h  horcography f the dark ontinen t , from where i c  i sai 
mankind began. Lruc afari of sight and sound await you. 

Ac t  • our • Egypt - K in  dom th· Sun : A ,peel< ular i ion o gold. 
dcpict i n the opulence of the G Kings await your gu • cs 
1he. i . i t  th ncicn t  p ram ids. ubian slaves, dancing obrns, and 
tran e I i  e-l i k ol umn nr j I pan of lhj amaz.ing joum y Ult t 

t us k in Lime to the plcndor of ancient gypt . 
Act Five - Bermuda Triangle • TI1 un ·ot vcd my tery of thi , mall 

r t f plan · 1 Eanh laun h you on a oyagc wher inner and outer 
·pa c m cl .  Wher at n t o thi world transform LI m el 

� re your c cs. Be a part of t h is adventure i nto another dimension, 
l ip I.hr ugh I.he ra k between realit  and the unknown . 

Act Six - Carnival - omucopi a or in icnts, i ncluding a Carnival 
f rm a specta ular final t lh vening ' pcrf rmt11 e. 

Gra h1 c Typc:scmng 

."G iant 50'  Bi rthday Cake" 
Thank lo Publix Supermarkets , 

'Wi l ton Manor w i l l  hav a 

G IANT SO' BIRTHDAY CAKE !  
Do · ,  i s  your I i  c · ·c 
being erved t t he fi nale of the 
· •o y ey" Sa urday. 1 y I 0th .

00 
b Ju l ie TMyn Grtirttr \954) 943- 1 1

� "!j} Printed on recycled paper
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• t our m in p n r for th
h B irthda , Ce le rat ion . 

CONTINENTA L  CABLEVISION 

We 'll blow o ,tt a candle for you l 

"Wilton Manors Dedicates 

6th A venue Bridge 

to Jerry and Dianne Thompson " 

As pan of our 50 th D ir1 l 11Ja , C · l e brntion and as a la.sti ng
impre i on durin L11 1 hi t ri a l t ime for \ i l t  n Manors , the Ci ty is 
dcclicaun the 6th Avenue Bri  g to Jcrr and Diann Thomp on . on 
We n . day, lay I , I 997 , fr n 2:00 - : 0 p .m . •  t Lhe ridge. 

aunty Comm i ssioner for 22 
i mbcr from 1 964--

1 6 - 1 9 4 .  H i_ 
• ·c r onomi gai n s 

n i \ ho pas. ed away 
i n  h ve the cou n ty to new height 
whil  • nc er forgcning whe re he came from. 

towar the end 
ro cmcnt w 1lh our 

rau ,, i e gc wi l l  
higher a re  navigable. re ll is wilh honor nd 
pnvi l  c I in i tc · , t · 1h.!s at.ion as we 
j i n  to thcr wi1J d 

r more inf  rr a1 ion al l  Wi l t  n Man Parks and Rccrca ion al 
390- 2 1  0 .

APRIL, 1 997 

0 � 

"Countdown To Wilton J.1anors ' 

50th Bi,thday Celebration !" 
W ar · 

encou c c
V.'i lton Man 

0th B i r1 hd a)1 c ld rn i n , nd 
u n1d wn by pan i ipating in

· s of evc nlS to
b . n May hd 

in pl .1 

i vcn 10 the Ii O us ine 
· · 

mess 
Associatio h lap ar lkmg 
Tr ii . · o a 'n j umpin G i rl 
and Boy i ou t  the C
chool chi g p B irthday'' l 

rou 
c hur he., h i ldrc n ,  ICcn . ad u lts and scn io in Lhc e t>xci t i ng ay of 
re ord brcak 1n c cn ts .  I f  y u have a r up in ccre L d .  r h ve some 
fu n idc, for ac t iv i t ic . le c a l l  Kay Kc l le , Park · • n R rcat ion 
S uper i or at 90-2 l 3 1 .  

50th B i r thday 
Ten n i s  Ca r n i v a l  

We arc look in r tcn n i �  pl ycrs o al l  a cs and abi l i t ies to hel p 
ki k-off I.he Ci ty f Wi lton an rs' 50tJ1 Birthd y clebralion . We 
will be h !d ing a Tcnni. am iv I a1 t he  Hage n Park Tcnn i  en ter on 
Sunday. ay 4 . 1 9 7 from I 0:00 a.m . 10 :00 p.m. \ e w i l l  be o ering 
free l ini s on ground stroke. . ·rvc and vo l ley, nd net play in l udin� 
verhe d ma ·h · · an de n, iv I bs. We Wi l l  h vc a fast serve 
n1cs1 and G mm u l r � pr duct tcst i n  arc 1 ng w i th 

prize g1 e ways nd a pnre h1 1 ;irca whcr • i f  you an h i l  the prize you 
win 1 1 . The aftem n , ill end w i lh a arbeque I pon ored by lh 
Isl nd ily Tennis l ub. This e cnt is fr and no rcgistrati n is 
needed o ju t ra y ur rac uel an join us for • real day f tc nni 
and un. F r more in orm:uion on 1hi event lease cal l  Mike Hennen 
t 9 2 1 32 . Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



"Golden Years Ceremonial Dinner" 
Jo in  the C ity o f  \\ d ton  ano  at ou r  Go ld n Years remonial  

Di nner at  6 :00 pm on Th u rsd y.  M. y 8, I 997 0U1s1dc I H age n Park. 
509 . ◄ •  22nd Drive , Wi l t  n , n . .  The d inn r i . de:: igned to h n r 
ou r notewon h y  r ·  idcn t and bu ines, •s f thi; pc1!, l  50 c rs and to 
promot r he  h i st ry o Wi l t n Man rs a..� wri 1 1  n by S tu an el ver. 

The d i nne r  is hosted by the rk nd of the  Li brary and i n  l udcs 
chic ken , potato sala j, baked b ans. c ol s law, I L .  c f� e. oda and 
des ert. 1c kc1s c av i l a  le to 1.he publ i nt  t he 1 l t on Manors 
Library nd H a en Park . ..  top by nd pi k u p  y ur lick · t for lhe 
d in ner and bri ng your 1 5  he k to reserve you r book .  

h i  torica.l di p la  dcpi ti n  Wi l ton Man w i l l e up  with 
photo and o er m morabi ! ia . 1l1e G I en Ye m ny wi l l h nor 

ose resid nl and former re id n� wh hold in our past. 

Another hi h l i  ht o the dinner is a t n minu te  1dco · ·  Year In 
Th Li e o Wi lton 1 no , " h w in  the thriv in  i ty i t  i t a and 
the ups le qu l i t  . in 1 997. 

The ening concl u · 
ook i ni tu n Mch·cr 

hi_ I test rel arc · ry o Wilton 
anors", and a demon no Volunteer Fi e 

Departm t .  on lu  lagc n P k ,  i i t  th 
Fire Department for the ir o u r  u p  rt t th 
men who vol u ntari l y r i  · k lh ir I re, 1dc n ts .  

'
1Stuart Mciver Completes History of 

Wilton Manors " 

The 0th B i rthday B lue Ri on Com m i 1 1cc com mi s ion Stuart 
Mciver, a we l l  k nown locnl auth r o d h i. 1  ian \. I o h , wri l len many 

n outh Florida, to writ> \ 1 1 1  n M anors ' h is tory ent i t Jed The 
Jslnn.d CiJy - The Story of Wilton Manors. As our past fi fty years i 
wel l worth clebrat ing. i i  is a lso be 1 1t i n  that we remember these years 
with a pu I i  at ion m m nt thal wi l l  I· t forever. Mr. Mc iver h 
1ra •d the hi I ry f the Ci ty i n  1 th w rds and i HJ.res o its 
land mar - nd ial ly of i t · o le. 111c history i curren tJ y being 
publi ·hed in a comm mora.t ive k that I r idenl5 and Fl orida
hist bu u r nly 1 5 .00 you m y purch this 

and h i t ut aphcd b the au 1hor himse l f  t th
rcmonial Di nner on Thun.day, 1a th.

ur op of the k. 3 -2 1  0. 

"Historical Committee May Be Looking 

For You!"  

T hel p  u :  commemorate and cclcbralc Wi lton f an 50th 
B i n hclay, t .h H i . t n • I omm lll c i s  I oki n for the e people and 
i 1cms. Pl  ' o l l  i n  i f  ou fi t  1hc b i l l ! al l Diane l ine at 66-62 I 9 
or page h ·r t 466- 1 6 . You an al o cal  I the Parks and Rec re I i  n 
Department at 390-2 1 30. 

• P pie m e n May I , I  47
• Peo le mnmcd n y I . 1 947
• If you hav a h istori il l house i n \ i l to n Man rs
• I f  y u have a busin · • that hi� b en i n  \Vi l lon M anors s in  I 947
• I f  y u ha a ug e. 1 ion for a qu iri ng a hou e or other pemmnent

I at i n in 1 1 1  n ano · r ur Ci t hi · 1 ry and ar hi 'e . 
1 y u h c u · t ion · r materia l · for our L ime capsule .  

e morabi l ia rom Will n ano p 1 .  

"Fire Department Open House " 
The Willon Manors Fire D ·p t mcnt is pie 10 n unce an 

Open House/Dem nstr. Li n Seri • p or Lh City Wi lton 
Mano ·om B irth y Cele rat ion on Thursday, M a  th. 
I . Vehic le Exlncal ion and 

Fi re Demonstrat i on 8 : 00 P Hagen  Park 
2. Fire Ex1 jnguisher and

Liq uefied Petroleu m ( L P) B u m  : 30 P 1 F i re S ta t i  n 
3 . "f; wcr Bum . L. dder nd

Elevated Vi t im Re cue 9 : 00 P Fi re S tali n
4 . tal ion and Apparat u · Tours

(Every hal f hour) 8 :00- 1 0: 00 PM Fi re iali n
Free soft d ri n ks and ire prevent ion ma1e ri s for al l a l lc ndees.
The Fire DepJ:rtmcnt w i l l  also be partici pati ng by providing a team

for the canoe ra c, p lac i n  al l the fire apparatus i n  the parade and givin 
a fire pre ention puppet ·how and t n1a1 1vcly the i.re hief A.s iati n 
Safety Trai ler t th1.: hi ldrcn '  ay I n  Th Park on May 1 0th. 

"Island City Stars!"  
As part of the i l to t ion , the City 

f 1 1 lon 1 Island i t  
Stars". ial  . 1 997. TI1e 
show wi rdale High ch ool 

· ori ale wilh the famo 
o dia m . .  

dmi nd chi ldren under 1 5  
ye old . Y, u may pur h e 
l . pri l the F1 . uderdalc High
S udi 1ori u Lo 1::ne fi 1  Wi l t  n Mano

h i ldr~n ·s progr.ims . 
We ncoura e you n d  ou r am i l y  10 a11cnd and view the 

wonderfu l ta lent of y u 1 h  u · 5 10 I . I t  wi l l  an e n tertaini ng 
evening for n l l  age 

f-or m re i nf  nn ,  1 ion I I  1 hi;: Pa rks & R e re L ion office at 
(954) 390-2 1 30.

Wilton Manors '  50th Birthday Canoe Race 

re you look.i n  for a fu n ,  ompct i t ive, .. nd healthy way 10 spend 
a Saturday morning . · or the \ 1 l ton M anors' 50th 
B irthda h Re l ays .  The r ace an d the 

n 997 from :00 a.m . t 
i i  t h e  ity of i l l  n 
d iddle River. There i l l  
t h  ocin n e  o th six 

irlhday bash re l y in \ hi h six member 
l th clock or fun.  

even arc 30.00 for the canoe race and 
I re la . Al l parti i nt.s must pre-register 

997.Teams may pani ipale in on ly  one
ev ' mu l l.an o . Al l  anoe ra p · ipan
w ·  a n  a t  ont: f our locaJ rest.aurams. For

c a r c pa kel please all B i l l Wet zel

"Nothing But The Best . .  
Grea t Food a t  the Birthday Party" 

Hugh' atcring f m nght here in 1 l ton l :inors w i l l  pro 1dc our 
on · 10n :u the birthda pany on Saturday. 1a I O!h. You now he 

m ·c. noth in  but !be bcsl . So make plans now to eat dinner w i th us after 
the parad 

CITY OF W1LTON l'rlANORS 

STREET .'VAMES AS THEY WERE IN 1947 AND AS THEY A R£  IN 1 997  

A l ta .m a .ha A ve n ue 

A l go nq u i n  Aven ue 

A pachee Ave nue 

Che rokee A ve nue 

Chi ppe wa A \  i.: n ue 

Chocta w A ve n ue 

Coweta A venue 

Hia wasee A wnue 

lroqou s A venue 

l . ud o v. 1 � i  Avenu1.:

Mo hawk A \  � n ue 

Nakom is  A ve n ue 

Navaj o A venue 

Oconee A ve n ue 

Okol o n a  A ven ue 

Ocm u l gee A venue 

Seneca A venue 

S i oux Avenue 

S u wanee Avenue 

Wabash A ven ue 

NE 9tr. A ve nue

NE 6w Avn eue 

NE I � 1 A venue 

NE 2 5 1.11 Street

NE 8
th 

Avneue

NE 2 1  ,t  Court 

NE 3 rd Avenue 

NE I } lh Avenue 

N E  23m Street 

NE 2 1
1 
Street 

NE 61h Ave n ue 

201.h Street  

NE 2 1  � l  Street 

NE 7 th  Avenue 

NE 2 1  
s i  

Street 

8
1h  

Terrace

NE 24111 S LTCd 

NE 9lli A venue 

N E  22".! Drive1 Street 

22
r

. , Drive 
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"Children's Day In The Park" 

p Id co olc 
f hi c k ton Man A ,s 
ho Li " en· ln Th r Will n 

ano th Brrth<.I,. urday. May IOt 1m - :00 
pm ::it I lagcn/Vctc m, P 09 22nd ors. nu. 
party i:- ·omplotc with a petting zoo, 1ank, 
cl vn ... st, gc 111! if cnten inrncnt, tud 0111 
and mu h or c · f rcc of cour:-. cnts 
each and cam, 1 ale. d le 
High ho I. :ii For m 
vent II iii a R 

J 0: 111 ·um stic Gymnas11
I land it Linc Dan 

HED' 

Ft. I · u cnlalc Chi! en. Th :n r 
10: :tm 
11.00am 
II m 
12;00 m 
I . 0pm 

o nnan R' ue gue Demon tration 
a ate & � 

1:00 

I. 0 pm Wilt n

M o-M ter Allen 
no nt &- K-9 m1 

') 

t how 

"Taking It To The Street" 

i:- la ing l elc rnuo 
1ur h fr rn 6: · win

nalc the 

To the} h ·rf nned in G rman , t\u tria. pain,
1.ech ,a, Holl 
onlhs m L ng 

"Y .,pent :.c ral 
n th ·ir n in I 

cncrg �ual 
·sonrnen p 40's o k

or th Ao re. 11 11 an I Park 
A . 1a11on tale conferrnce where they rought , n the h u •. 

Don't miss this night 10 rcmcm rat I-la n Park. , 2 nd 
Dri c. Wilton Mano . P·irk t J-1. Lau rd !c High S ·h 
. hulllc t p, rk. 

F rm r inf rmalion ·all • 

"Nancy Stafford and James Dean 
to lead Wilton Manors 50th Birthday 

Celebration Parade as 
Honorary Parade Marshals" 

n Sal y, May I 0th Wilton rs v. ill ho L ur h 
llinhday P wiLh ima ely I 11s from 5: 6:30 pm 
d n 111 rive. artJ ular n red to have celebrity 
Nancy 1 • and Wilton Manor<. pioneer James Dean as our
H no P c 

Na y · ere 
one of H c rom th· 

vcrsity re 
eri a k 
n y. 'I 
lar n ·ti 

. ·ral ye I 
El ewhcre". starred in lhe A 
cason c 

" 

th 
". In at.lditio 

ti1 n 
nd 

h f I mu 
'SIii 

sc I hurc 1 .A. area. 
TI1c live in Marina del Rey. 

• cnl · s nd 
S in C, 
0 )C ·le ), 
· ori J
Man rnrnn,e,;, on vi 
ay l a red lhc 

m he Viii 
[ . and in the Broward 

County are ng what It n Mano Sun 
Trust. He also built the Ii l die Rive I N. . 

6th S I.
The parade gm 

1. ct nd t.ra th vest lanes of Wilton 
Ori t Ft. Laud High c rcvicwm. d 

d c I aie e from 2 20 
Ori� r v1ewin all , n ma � 

ur lawn the e ily. 
forrnati illon Manor Park.! and Recreation 

"Special 50th Birthday 
Council Meeting Schedule" 

There will as I I Olh Birthday · un ii c un on Tue day. 
I , 19 7 at 6:00 p.m. at the C' un ii ham ·r. 5 . . 22nd 

Drive. ilton fanors and t 7: pm at Ja ce F>; k (, er from 
2020 Wih1)n Driv ) there will be a 'lime Capsule cdication . 
TI1c publi is wclcom and inviwd In allc.:nd. Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-all rights reserved



Chef Michael Scott
◄ and 

Joey Felbnan, G.M.

-ss,�

G� 
Please See Story 
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AROUND TOWN • May 2 - May 1 5, 1 997 • 1 5  

lsEE PAGES 1 5  thru 23 � 

I LTON MANORS 

(!)H, 'l/(UV/; • 
1 947-1 997 . . .  A Look 

Through Your Past SO Years 
BY HISTORIAN 

STUART MclVER 

he great Florida land boom swept 
across the state In the Roaring Twen­
ties, luring  a strange mix of promot­
ers, developers ,  suckers, even a few 
normal people. 

One man who joi ned the rush  was E. J .  
Wi l l ingham, Georgia peach farmer and  pecan 
grower. Wi l l ingham was the founder of Wi lton 
Manors.  

I n  1 924 he began buy ing land on the Island 
formed where Midd le  R iver sp l its I nto two 
forks, just north of Fort Lauderdale. The fol­
lowing year h is crews were hard at work on 

. streets beari n g  such n ames as Cherokee, 
Nokomis, Algonquin and Choctaw - and on 
two entrance towers wh ich would lead visi­
tors I nto WI iton Boulevard, the main street 
of his upscale residential community. 
PREMIER ARCH ITECT 

'To desig n  the towers , W i l l l ngha tn h i red 
Fort Lauderdale's premier architect, rrancls 
Abreu.  The design a lone cost the company 
$50,000, a prin cely sum I n  1 925. 

WIi i ingham had been successful In the de­
velop lng Lauderdale Be_ach ,  Just north of 
today's B i rch  State Park. By now, however, 
his l uck was runn ing  out. The Florida land 
boom was col laps in g  Just as he was u nveil­
ing WI iton Manors I n  January of 1 926. 

By Spring the WI i i ingham Company had 
crashed . WI i i ingham, three m l l l lon dol lars 
poorer, returned to Macon, Georg ia, where 
he died two years later. 

DAVID TURNER - 1 st Mayor, 1947 

tJ l'iJ!f iJ!I 
?Vli/'ftJ� fMA�JJ!i(J 

ifJ lff{tm'ifJ!4ft 

(jfJit/tlJf/{!4 iflt:J�· 

Perry Mickel ,  his right-hand man, stayed on to look after the remaining 
holdings as wel l  as he could. The Great Depression dried up Interest In 
Florida properties and WI iton Manors became primari ly a chicken farm. 
BUILDING A GOLF COURSE 
Then In  1 936 George Richardson ,  an I r ishman whose profession was 

bul ld lng golf courses, bought "40 acres more or less" of prime land 
along the south fork of the river. On It he bul!t the n ine-hole R ichardson 
Golf Course . 

Another who came to the Is land was Dave Turner, son of Broward 
County 's f i rst  sheriff .  I n  1 943 h e  p u rc hased the  283 remai n i ng  
Wi l l i ngham lots for $1 2,500. A man  who operated on a grand scale, 
Turner, bel ieved at one time to have been the largest landowner In 
Florida, soon set about transforming a subdivis ion I nto a c ity. 

Shortly after the end of World War 2 the populat ion on the Island 
was rough ly 1 25. Alarmed that they m ight be annexed I nto Fort Lau­
derdale,  rBsldents by late 1 946 began looking I nto Incorporat ing.  On 
Apri l  28, 1 947, the Broward County Circu i t  Court recogn ized their  pre­
l im inary petit ion.  
TURNER FIRST MAYO R 
The l ittle munlclpallty of some 350 residents named Turner Its first mayor 

and municipal judge. Picked as president of the vi l lage-counci l  was Alvar 
Hagen .. The first town meetings were he1d I n  h is real estate office. 

Please turn to next page 
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1947 - 1997 

Ground breaking for City Hall in 1956 drew a happy crowd. Left to right, George Richardson, 
Mayor Frank Star/Ing, Herman Quinn, V. W. Burnell, W.F. Seese, Earle Middleton, Wallace Wakely, 
Fred J. Stevens, Harold Price and Bert Barry. 

Mayor Perry Mickel gratefully accepts a check 
for the building fund for a new city hall. 

WIiton Manors towers In 1925. 

tfapei fJ@f�£�11�fhJ/g!f 
WILTON MANORS 

ili:i:lI:k,�v-1 • • From the Members of the iiiiiiiiiiiiiiir �t' WILTON MANORS BUSINESS ASSOCIATION :,:,:::::.:.: · · 
A Great Place to do Business! 

:II 

• 

· WMBA members as of April 15, 1997 
ABOUT TOWN LOCK & SAFE 

ACAPULCO LINDO RESTAURANT 
ADVERTISING ADVISORS & AA PRINT 

A &  E SHELL 
ALAN'S HALLMARK 

LORI ALBE, DMD 
ALL BOOKS & RECORDS 
ALLIED KITCHEN & BATH 

ALLSTATE VERTICALS 
AMERICAN FREEWAY 100 

ANDREWS AVENUE SHELL 
ANDREWS DINER & FAMILY RESTAURANT 

•• •  ANOTHER MAN'S TREASURE 
ARBOR PET HOSPITAL 
THE ART SHOWCASE 

ASAP NAIL SALON 
A TO Z VACUUM-FAN SHOWROOM 

AUDREY ARBUCKLE, REALTOR 
BANK ATLANTIC 

RICHARD BARKETT, REAL ESTATE SERVICE 
JEFFREY M. BARTNICK, DDS 

BARTON & MILLER CLEANERS 
THE BED POST 

BEISLER & BEISLER, ATTORNEY 
BIG DOG SALOON 

BLOOM IN DEALS JUNIOR LEAGUE THRIFT STORE 
BONA ITALIAN RESTAURANT 

B F I INDUSTRIES 
BRAINSTORMS ADVERTISING 

CLERGY APPAREL & CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE 
CONTINENTAL CABLEVISION 

COORDINATING CONSULTANTS CONSORTIUM, INC. 
CORNER POCKET BILLIARDS 

DAIRY QUEEN 
DESIGNER KITCHENS & BATHS 

ROY DILLWORTH, PHOTOGRAPHER 
D.O.C. OPTICAL 

DOC'S PLUMBING 
DOLPHIN TRAVEL, INC. 
JOANNE FANIZZA, P.A. 

FASTSIGNS 
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF WILTON MANORS PRE-SCHOOL 

FIRST SERVICE REALTY INTERNATIONAL 
FLAMINGO KENNELS 

FLORIDA DJ'S 
FOLEY'S IRISH GIFTS 

TIM FORD, REALTOR 
FRANCO'S RESTAURANT 
. ED FRENCH, PAINTING 

STEPHEN GILBERTSON, CPA, PA 
HAMILL'S FIRESTONE 

HARBOUR PAINT SUPPLY 
HAYWOOD PLASTERING 

ROBERT HELMHOLDT, DDS 
HIDDEN TREASURES/H T KIDS 

TOM HOWARD, CHIROPRACTOR 
HOLY ANGELS FREE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

INDEPENDENCE HALL 
INDIVIDUAL DIMENSIONS IN LEARNING 
INFANTE & ASSOCIATES REAL ESTATE 

INKREDIBLE PRINTING 
INNOVATIVE TRAVEL SERVICE 

JACK'S BEACH SERVICE 
JERRY JORDAN CONSTRUCTION 

JESSUP & ESKEW ROOFING 
JOHNSON'S FLORIST 

KALER LEASING & SAFES 
KALIS FUNERAL HOME 

KRETZSCHMAR & SON, INC. CONTRACTOR 
LIGHTNING AUTO REPAIR/WINDOW TINT 

LOTUS CHINESE KITCHEN 
MANLEY TREE SERVICE 

MANORS GENERAL RENTAL CENTER 
MARY KAY COSMETICS 

MC GILLIGAN OFFICE SUPPLY 
THE MEDICINE SHOPPE 

MELIUS MARINE MECHANICS 
MIGUEL'S FASHION DESIGN 

JOHN MOUSHANTI, SMS 
MULDOON'S TAP ROOM 

NEW CREATIONS INTERIORS 
LOUIS M. NEWMAN, DPM 
DONALD NEWTON, CPA 

OAKLAND PARK NURSING ASST. TRAINING 
BARBARA S. PAGE, CPA, PA 

PARK PLACE REALTY 
DAVID L. PEARCE, CPA 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL MURPHY 
PLAZA POSTAL CENTER 
POSIE PATCH FLORIST 

POST HASTE, INC . 

Marcia Stafford conducted storv hours by reading to children at 
the library. Left to right, · Wayne Morris, her daughter, Nancy· 
Stafford, Marcia Stafford, and Mary Bush. 

Continued From Front Page 
NE Third Avenue.  On May i 3 ,  1 9 4 7  t h e  

State of  F io r ida decla re d  
t h e  community officially the 
Village  of Wilton Manors. 

By 1 95 0  the populat ion 
had reached 883 .  Eighteen 
businesses were operating 
in the m unicipal i ty, among 
them the Manor Market ,  Wil­
liams Drug Store,  Ba rton & 
Mi l ler  dry cleane rs ,  Manor 
Lanes B owl ing A l ley  and  
t<a l i s  F u n e ra l  Home .  The  
fol lowing yea r g round was 
b ro ken for the Wilton Man­
ors E lemen ta ry  School· on 

Turne r  stepped down as  
mayor in  1 952 , succeeded 
by Mickel ,  from the original 
Willingham o rganization. By  
now the town's population 
had moved past a thousand 
and an old worry surfaced 
again.  Fort  Lauderdale was 
once more eying a ta keover. 
VILLAG E BECOMES CITY 

Incorporation as  a city 
would give Wi lton Mano rs 
greater powers and more in­
dependence, but achieving 
city status required the ap-

PUBLIX AT 5 POINTS 
PUBLIX OAKLAND PARK 
QUALITY RESTAURANT 

RAINBOW WEAR CLOTHING 
RED'S BAR & PACKAGE STORE 

GEORGE RICHARDSON, ATTORNEY 
ROTHE'S AUTO.SERVICE 

NANCY ROTROFF 
BRADFORD SAGE, CPA 

DAVID SZCZESNY 
SCOOP MAGAZINE 

SCOTTS AUTO TRIM 
LAW OFFICES OF SEILER & SAUTTER 

SHORES INSURANCE 
SIGNAL INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 

ROBERT SMITH, DENTIST 
STANLEY STEEMER 

STAR SERVICE 
ST. CLEMENT CATHOLIC CHURCH 

DAVID STOCKWELL, CPA 
SUGART BY RUTHY 

SUN FUN 2 
SUNGHT INC. 
SUN TRUST 

SWAN HOMES 
TAILOR LISBON FASHION 

TANI'S HAIR DESIGN 
TAYLOR & TURNER PEST CONTROL 

TRENDS ETTERS TYPESETTING 
TRIPLE CHECK ACCOUNTING 

USA CHIROPRACTIC CENTER NORTH 
VICTOR VICTORIAS RESTAURANT 

VNG ACCOUNTING 
WASH GAL COIN LAUNDRY 

WASH-0-TIERA 
WILKINSON INVESTMENTS, INC. 

WILTON DISCOUNT LIQUOR 
WILTON MANORS ADULT DAY CARE 
WILTON MANORS CITY MANAGER 

WILTON MANORS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
WILTON MANORS NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER 

WINDSOR PLACE RETIREMENT HOME 
WINGS N THINGS RESTAURANT 

WM THEIS & SONS 
YE OLDE GARAGE THRIFT STORE 

NORMAN G. YOUNG, DENTIST 

811 

,, 
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"Paoa. " ,ne-man play about . 
Ernest Hemingway, received its 
world premiere Off Broadwav 
on 26th Street. Left to riaht: 
William Hindman as Hemingway, 
playwright de Groot, a Wilton 
Mano;s resident, and Brian 
Smith, director and theater. 
owner 

proval of the state leg is la­
ture .  J im Dean, president of  
the c ity counci l ,  carried the 
55-page art ic les of incorpo­
rat i on  to Ta l l ahassee .  O n  
J a n u a ry  4 ,  1 9 5 3 ,  W i l t on  
Manors became a c ity. 

The c i ty, however, kept 
ma11y of its smcll l -town ways. 
Wi lton Manors clerk Marcia 
Stafford st i l l  kept the city 
records in her kitchen and 
conducted m uch of the city's 
b u s i n ess  f rom her ho m e .  
She and her fami ly proved to 
be s ign if icant f igures in the 
Wi lton Manors story. Marcia 
served as c ity c lerk for eight 
years before wir:in ing a seat 
on the city counci l  and hold­
ing it fo r 14  years , longer  
than any other person .  

I n  addit ion, her  son Tracy, 
who g rew up  in a pol itical at­
mosphere, would later serve 
as a c i ty counc i lman , c ity 
a d m i n i st rator, m ayor  a n d  
then the c ity's f i rst rep resen­
tative to the state legislature. 
MISS FLORIDA 

And her daughter Nancy 
would bring fame to the city, 
f i rst in  1976 when she was 
won the title of M iss Florida, 
and then in the years to fol­
low as a television actress. 
She starred in St. Elsewhere 
and Matlock and two made­
for TV movies. 

By 1960 Wi l ton M anor's 
popu lat ion had soared to 
8 ,257. It was becoming a city 
and changes were inevitable. 

What  re m a i n e d  of the  
t ra de ma r k  towers  at  the  
F ive Points entrance were 

-taken down to make way for 
a service station .  

In  1968 attorney George 
R ich-ardson, who as a teen­
a g e r  had s u p e rv i sed  the 
bu i ld ing of his father's golf 
course, was named a county 
judge and two years later a 
C i rcu it Court j udge. 
POLITICAL LEADER 

The Sixties saw the emer­
gence of one of the c ity's 
and county's most important 
po l it ical leaders. Gerald Th­
ompson, a former bartender 
and swimming pool contrac­
tor, was elected to the city 
counci l  in  1964 befo re mov­
ing  up to the office of mayor 
for another s i x  years. I n  
1974 he was e lected to the B_roward County Commis ­s ion.  He held the post for 22 years, longer than any other 
Continued On Next Page 

t is with heartfelt pride that I write this ar­
ticle. To think that I am fortunate enough to 
be the Mayor of the "Great Island City of 
Wilton Manors" on the occasion of its 50th 

Birthday is a special honor. I am very proud 
of the accomplishments of our great City. We 

have turned the corner towards greater prosperity and a 
greater quality of life for all citizens and business persons. 
Special appreciation must be given to all the businesses who 
have continued with us through the lean times as well as 
the good. 

As our business community increases our population re· 
mains stable and grows younger each year. We are working 
on increasing the opportunities for our residents to continue 
to enjoy all of life's wonderful pleasures. This means more 
shops and retail; more service-oriented businesses; more res• 
taurants and culture; and more opportunities for social and 
recreational occasions. This 50th birthday celebration sig­
nifies a special point in our evolution. We have continued 
to change into a modern community utilizing all available 
resources in order to lessen the burden on our taxpayers 
while increasing the services we can provide to them. 

Part of the resources we are committed to using come from 
outside sources. In the past Wilton Manors felt it could not 
compete with larger communities and counties throughout 
the State for available program funding. That is the case no 
long'er. Our last two grant applications, one from the State 
of Florida and one from Broward County, both were ranked 
# 1. In both cases we were competing against many competi­
tors. Our goal is always to be # 1 in everything we do. We are 
an independent thriving community right in the _heart of 
greater Ft. Lauderdale. We will keep our independence and 
we will maintain the special values that make our "Island 
City" NUMBER ONE!! 

Looking forward to our future . . .  

Mayor King Wilkinson 

Kl.nq 1-0llklnstJH 

Happy 50th Birthday· 
Wilton Manors 

Robert D. Helmholdt, D.D.S., P.A. 
ORTHODONTICS 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 
1 700 North East 26th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33305 
954-563-5861 

Hap���� Bir�!:��!!�n
0
�::�s 

. 1 ·i · Line Dance � Thursday Nights 
Hagen Park 

Sign-up 6 :30p.m. 
$3.50/Class 

Rose 954-390-21 30 

Wilton Ma�ors 
on your  

5:01lh! .�¥ � . i � ,•,J 

Birl'hd:a,y 
Law Offices 

ALLEN S. KAUFMAN P.A. 
2900 N. DIXIE HWY., SUITE 201 

OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA 
954-563-6624 • FAX: 954-563-681 3 

Happy 50th Birthday Wilton Manors 

Ro�talgia mall 
Toe Lzirgest ffntique man in �outh floridzi 

Anhques 1lf urni±ure & Qfolledihles 
BOOTHS & SHOWCASES • 9,000 Sq. Ft. /45 Booths 

Restoration, Shipping & Refinishing 
OPEN 

I I  A.M. TO 6 PJI. 
7 DAYS A WEEK (954) 537-5533 

fax: (954) 537-5545 
Nous Parlons fl'Gncais Se ttabla Espanol 

2097 Wilton Driw • Wilton Manors. Florida 33305 
"In The Heart Of Fort Lauderdale" 

risk libout 
�llooth 
lientuls 

We Buy Antiques 
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1947 - 1997 1947 - 1997 

The 1970 cltv council. Left to right, seated: Marcia Stafford, Mayor Gerald Thompson, Eugene Metzger and Marvin Meacham; standing: William Smith, 
city attorney William Miller, Frank Starling and James Maurer. 

STA TE OF FLORIDA 

@ffi.ee nf tlye <liouernnr 

LA WION CHILES 
GOVERNOR 

· Greetings: 

THE CAPITOL 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001 

May 13 ,  1997 

Congratulations to the residents of Wilton Manors on the occasion of your city's  50th 
birthday. This is certain to be an exciting celebration and one in which many memories 
will be made. 

During these 50 years many changes have been experienced, and this event will commem­
orate the contributions that Wilton Manors and its residents have made to our state and nation. 
This observance highlights an important milestone in your history and one in which to take 
much pride. 

The pioneer spirit that manifested itself 50 years ago, turning an undeveloped tract of land into 
a vital commercial center, is demonstrated today in all areas of commercial, cultural, political , 
academic and religious life with a determination, energy and vision for an exciting and 
promising future. 

My best wishes are sent for a most enjoyable celebration and for continued success . 

Happy Golden Anniversary! 

With kind regards, I am 

LC/hss 

LAWTON CHILES 

Continued From Page 17 

politician in county history. 
He  also se rved as chairman 
of the  c o m m i s s i o n  fo u r  
t imes, a lso a record .  

Du;ing Thompson's tenure 
as mayor, he was forced to 
beat back another attempt 
by Fort Lauderdale to annex 
Wilton Manors .  His cal l  for 
voters to "SAVE OUR CITY 
led to a straw pol l  so deci­
sive that the county seat 
backed off. 

The 1 980 Census reported 
a population of 1 2 ,71 8.  Ten 
years l ate r the Census  of 
1 990 showed 1 1 ,804, a sur­
prising decline, immediately 
challenged by the city's new 
mayor ,  S a n d ra J e d l icka 
Steen. Mayor Steen, the first 
woman to hold the position ,  
contended the actual popu­
lation was 2,000 higher. The 
government agreed to add 
500 to the figu re ,  thus in-
creasing funding for the city. 

As the city approaches its 
50th b i r thd ay, K ing  Wi l k ­
inson holds the position of 
m ayor. C ity  counci l  mem­
bers are John Fiore, G loria 
O ' G o r ma n , R ichard P rat t  
and Jack Seiler and Dr. Rob­
ert A. Levy se rves as city 
manager. Police chief for the 
city is Steve Kenneth, whi le 
Tim Keefe holds the position 
of  f i re chief  a n d  R ichard 
Rothe serves as director of 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation .  
I NTO THE FUTU R E  

Looking ahead t o  its sec­
o n d  h a l f - c e n t u ry,  W i l t on  
Manors is placing its empha­
sis on arts and ente rtain­
ment ,  bui ld ing on the suc-
cess of its professional the­
ater, Off Broadway on 26th 
Street. The key to the reju ­
venation of the downtown 
Wilton Drive area wil l be the 
Island City Arts Center, un­
der  deve lopment  with the 
Fort Lauderdale Child ren's 
Theatre and the Fort Lau­
derdale P layers. 

The goa l ,  said Levy, is to 
make downtown "the Coconut 
Grove of Broward County." 

W i th  a l l  the i n evi ta b l e  
changes  tha t  l ie ahe a d ,  
Wi l ton Manors wi l !  continue 

I to st r ive to Keep its smal l 
i--�--------���=-=----·- town .  home town flavor. II 
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Nancy Stafford And James Dean To Lead 

Wi lton Manors' 50th B i rthday Celebration 

Parade As Honorary Parade Marshals 

Satu rday, May 1 0th Wi lton 
M anors w i l l  host o u r  50th 
B i r thday Parade with ap­
p roximately 1 00 units f rom 
5 :00-6 :30 P. M .  down Wi l ton 
D r ive .  We are par t icu la r ly  
honored to have ce leb r i ty 
Nancy Staffo rd , and Wi l ton 
M a n o rs p i o n e e r  J a m e s 
Dean as ou r  H onorary Pa­
rade Marshals .  

N a ncy ha i l s  f r o m  r i g ht 
here in  Wi lton Manors and 
m ay w e l l  be o n e  o f  
Ho l lywood 's  best kept se­
crets .  She g raduated form 
the U n i ve rs i ty of F l o r i d a ,  
and reigned as M i s s  Flor ida 
i n  the M i ss Amer ica  Pag -

LUNCH 1 1  :30 TO 4:00 P.M. 
EARLY BIRD 4 P.M. - 6 P.M. 

Happy "50th" Bb•thday 
to the City of Wilton Manors! 

Congratulations Mayor WilkinsonU 

236 1 Wilton Drive • Ft. Lauderdale 

56 1 -5 1 5 1  

Happy Birthday Wilton Manors 

� 

ORNAMENTA 
DECORATIVE ARTS & QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

Lamps - Accessories - Furniture - Artwork and More 
Interior Design Service 

LOCATED IN THE CHARDEES PLAZA 

2225 WIL1DN DRIVE • WILTON MANORS, FL 33305 
(954) 390-0906 

0 P E N  

TuES. - FRI. 12NOON - 8PM 
SAT. 10AM - 6PM SUN. 10AM - 4PM 

In 1976, Nancy Stafford 

eant. I n  New York she be­
came a top model  with the 
Ford Agency, then landed 
her f i rst acting job,  a dua'. 
ro le ,  as a ser ies regu lar  on 
the N BC-TV dayt ime d rama . 
"The Doctors" . She spent 
several  years as  a ser ies  
regu la r  on NBC 's cr i t ica l ly 
accla imed "St .  E lsewhere" , 
starred i n  the ABC ser ies 
" S i d e k i cks" , and  for  f i ve 
s e a s o n s  s o - s t a r red  a s  
M i che l l e  Thomas , ·  A n d y  
G riff ith's l aw partner o n  the 
A B C  s e r i e s  " M at l o ck" . 
Nancy has a lso starred in  
several TV movies. 

James Dean i s  a cu rrent 
res ident of Wi l ton Manors 
and has been s ince his A i r  
Force days in  1 946. He and 
his wife , LaWayne, who have 
been marr ied for 50 years 
( that 's  someth ing  to c e l ­
ebrate) ,  were one of Wilton 
Manors '  or iginal 80 fami l ies .  
I n  fact, James Dean actual ly 
carr ied Wi l ton  M anors' ar­
t icles of incorporation as a 

· v i l lage to Tal lahassee, and 
on May 1 3 , 1 947, the State 
of F l o r i d a  d e c l a red  the 
co m m u n i ty off i c i a l l y  the 
V i l lage of  Wilton Manors ! 

M r. Dean organized and 
d eve loped  severa l  banks  
in  the  B ro w a r d  C o u n t y ·  
a re a  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  i s ,  
now known a s  Wi l ton Man­
ors Su nTrust .  He a l so bu i l t  
the  f i r s t  b r i d g e  a c r o s s ·  
the M i d d l e  R iv e r  a t  N . E .  
26th Street .  

The parade beg ins  at the 
i n t e rsec t ion  of N . E .  1 4 th 
Ave . and N . E .  26th Street 
and t rave l s  south down the 
west lanes of Wi l ton D r ive 
end i ng at  F t .  Laude rda le  
H i gh  Schoo l .  The reviewing 
s tand  and  b l eachers  a re 
l o c a t e d  a t  J ay c e e  P a r k  
ac ross  f rom 2 0 2 0  W i l to n  
D rive.  Spectator v iewing i s  
good a l l  a long the d rive s o  
m ake p l ans  now to  b r i ng  
yo u r  l awn cha i rs  and  the  
ent i re fam i l y. Pa rk i ng  fo r 
the pub l i c  and parade par­
t ic i pants i s  at Ft .  Laude r­
da le  H i gh  School . 

For more i nformation ca l l  
wi l ton  M anors  Parks and 
Recreation at  390-2 1 30 .  ■ 

Page 1 9  1947 - 1997 

Dear Friends: 

hat a terrific time! Wilton Manors has made 
it through a half century. We began as a tiny 

fishing village and joined the land boom of 
the early nineteenth century to become the 
thriving small city of today. It is up to us to} 
determine where we go from here. We sit in 

the middle of the fastest growing County in the State. We are 
located 20 blocks from downtown Ft. Lauderdale and ap­
proximately a mile from the ocean. Yet we maintain a small 
town atmosphere and small town values. Wilton Manors is 
a very special community with a unique sense of identity. 
Thank you to our forbearers for having the wisdom to main­
tain our sense of "community". There is something special 
to be felt by saying you are from Wilton Manors. Astronauts, 
State House Members, County Commissioners, Olympic 
Torchbearers; all call Wilton Manors "home". 

As bright as our past has been, our future looks even more 
so. As we embark on a very ambitious public project - The 
Island City Arts Center, we look to an Arts and Entertain­
ment District to provide new restaurants, shops, fun and 
excitement to the community. As this is written the '�rt Show­
case" is about to have their grand opening; Michael Murphy's 
Photography Gallery and Studio have opened; as has the 
Nostalgia Mall, George's Alibi Cafe and Sports Bar, and the 
Classic Collection. We are looking forward to a major 90 
person law firm movingfrom Las Olas Blvd. to "The (Wilton) 
Drive", and the opening of a new 10,000 sq. ft. gym in a 
newly renovated Shoppes of Wilton Manors, as well as a 
brand new Mega-Eckerds being constructed at Five Points. 

This summer we will be breaking ground to replace the 
old 6th Ave. bridge with a brand new 'Jerry and Dianne 
Thompson Bridge". Special ceremonies will be held at the 

· bridge on May 7th at 2:00 P.M. to honor former Mayor and 
County Commissioner Jerry Thompson. Everyone is invited 
to attend and show this dedicated public servant and his 
wife, Gretchen, how much we appreciate them and remem­
ber the many hours of service to the Wilton Manors commu­
nity that dianne Thompson gave to us. 

The following year we can look forward to a new bridge 
at the 4th Ave. (Wilton Drive) bridge. The Department of 
Transportation will be replacing the bridge and providing 
new landscaping and a "freshening up" of Wilton Drive all 
the way to 11th Ave. This will be in keeping with a standard 
style and landscaping code we are now developing for The 
Drive. Kiwanis Park will be tripled in size as well. 

In future years we can look forward to greater parks and 
recreation opportunities: reworking Five Points and mak­
ing it more aesthetically pleasing and pedestrian friendly; 
facade improvements; entranceway beautification; profes­
sional office development and appropriate parking facili­
ties throughout the community; and much much more. We 
need to truly represent our '1sland City" theme by providing 
greater opportunities for the citizens of Wilton Manors to 
enjoy the waterways that surround us. Whenever possible 
we will be trying to develop scenic overlooks, picnic sites 
and other such venues for the public to truly enjoy life in 
their "Island City". 

Respectfully submitted, 

78®J[eoy, 
Dr. Robert A. Levy 

The Nostalgia Mal l .  . .  More 
Than Just Antiques 

BY LAURENT ROY 

With Wi l ton Manors '  50th 
Bi rthday approaching (May 
1 3 ) ,  I h a d  t he h o n o r  o f  
meet ing many store owne rs 
and local off ic ia ls  of this l s ­
land  C i ty. 

I found a great number of 
shops and boutiques, includ­
ing the Nos ta l g i a  Ma l l at 
2097 Wi lton Dr ive. The Nos­
talgia Ma l l ,  which is  owned 
by Cleo and Ol iver Renaut 
is a 9000 squa re foot an� 
t ique and col lectable para­
d ise .  This mal l  has some­
thing for everyone, from the 
ser ious dealer to the casual 
shopper. Al l  the m e rchan­
�ise i s  beauti fu l l y  d isp layed 
m over 40 showcases and 
boo�hs (there is more space 
avai lab le) .  Al :  cf  the items 
are reasonably p riced . 

Nostalgia Mal i  offers much 
m o re than  a n t i q u es a n d  
c o l l e c t a b l e s .  T h e y  of fe r 
st �t�•O ! · the-ar t  s t r i p p i n g ,  
refi n ish ing and restoration 
for yo u r  o l d  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  
F rench d o o rs ,  d re s s e r s ,  
?abinets, etc. I f  you're look­
I �g to sell some of you r  an­
t I q  ues ,  C l e o  can cons ign  
them or  buy  them from you 

I 've spend several hou r� 
b rowsi n g  th ro u g h  a l l  the 
wonderfu l  items in  the Mal l  
f rom the co l lectable pen� 
a�d l i ghters to the ant ique 
pianos and j uke boxes. 

For that le isure afternoon 
you sho u l d  spend  it w i th  
Cleo, O liver and Mark ,  and 
who knows . . .  you may even 
f i n d  that t reasu re you 've 
been d reaming of. ■ 
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Countdown To Wi lton Manors' 50th B i rthday******* 
Celebration ***************** 

We a re e x c i t e d  a b o ut 
our 50th Birthday Celebra­
t ion and encourage every-

one to  j oin  us in  our count­
d o w n  by par t i c i pa t i ng  i n  
W i l t o n  M a n o r s '  r e c o r d -

Happy B irthday Wilton Manors 

� 
'Car 54 - Where Are You?' 

� 561 -823 1 
Craz:Q Mulooon's Tap Room 
Friendly Neighborhood Bar 

DELI SANDWICHES 

'Come on down and see me; "Come on down and see me, 
MY LITTLE CHICKADEEII" . Sometime, BIG FELLOWII" 

2448 Wilton Drive • Wdlon Manors, FL 33305 

■•11• .. �llblar,4 
11,1:l:t,,o··n> . .. . . : . . . . . .  -.. :·:-. .  - -·-·="- _ _  : __ );. 

From: Wings 'n Things 
of Wilton 

Voted BEST WINGS 20· FOR YEARS 

-... s:=�=-
• PROSPECT MUFFLER • 

250 NE 44th STREET, OAKLAND PARK, FL 33334 

(95G) 56G•GG11 

breaking activit ies .  
On  Ma rch 2 4 ,  1 99 7 ,  50 

days before the City's birth 
date ,  we began a series of 
events to be held each of 
the 50 days to get ready for 
our b ig celebration on May 
1 0th a n d  our actual birth­
day on May 1 3th.  I deas al­
ready be ing  p lanned  are :  
C o m m e m orat ive L ice n s e  
Plates be ing  g iven t o  the 
first 50 businesses renew­
ing their Business Associa­
tion M em bership ,  50 lap s  
a r o u n d  t h e  H a g e n  P a r k  
Wa l k i n g  Tra i l , 5 0  a ft e r ­
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  j u m p i n g  
rope 5 0  t imes each , 50 Girl 
a n d  Boy S c o uts  learn ing  
ab o ut t h e  Ci ty  of  Wi l ton  
Manors ,  and  50 p reschool 
c h i l d r e n  s i n g i n g  " H a p py 
Birthday" to Wilton Manors . 

We h o p e  t o  inc lude  a l l  
Wilton Manors' businesses , 
c i v i c  g r o u p s ,  c h u rc h e s ,  
children ,  teen s ,  adults and  
s e n iors  i n  these  exci t in g  
days o f  r e c o r d - b re a k i n g  
events .  I f  you have a group 
in tereste d ,  o r  have some  
f u n  i d e a s  f o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
p l e a s e  c a l l  Kay K e l l ey ,  
Parks and  Recreation Su­
pervisor at  390-2 1 3 1 . ■ 

. ********* 

Bona Italian 
Restaurant 

� 

a decade of family service 
serving the finest Italian & Seafood cuisine. '· 

AH The Staff At Bona Pizza Wishes 
Our Fair City A Happy Birthday 

and A Bright Future . . .  

Come Celebrate With Us And Experience Our 
Version Of Unique, Family Dining. 

2468 Wilton Drive 
Wilton Manors, FL 33305 

Steven & Diane Brewer 

(954) 565-7222 

WILTON MANORS 
ISLAND CITY 

50fh GJ};rfhJ9!f @e(ebr9#z©n! . 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 1 997 
Tennis Carnival 1 0:00am-3:00pm Hagen Park 

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 1 997 
World's Largest 

Covered Dish Dinner 6:00-7:30pm 
Historical Display 6:00-8:30pm 
Golden Years 

Ceremony 7:30-8:30pm 
Wilton Manors History Dedication 

& Book Signing 
by Stuart Mciver 7:30-8:30pm 

FRIDAY, MAY 9, 1 997 

HagenNeteran's 
HagenNeteran's 

HagenNeteran's 

HagenNeteran's 

Recreation Volunteers Ft. Lauderdale High 
Talent Show 7:00-9:30pm School Auditorium 

SATURDAY, MAY 1 0, 1 997 
Canoe Race & Party 8:00am-Noon 
Children's Day 

In the Park 
Parade 
Birthday Party & 

1 0:00am-2:00pm 
5:00-6:30pm 

Street Dance 6:30-1 1 :30pm 
Car Show 6:30-9:30pm 
Car Show Awards 9:00-9:45pm 
Parade Awards 9:30-9:45pm 
Spectacular Stage & Light Show 

The "Odyssey" 

Colohatchee 

HagenNeteran's 
Wilton Dr�e 

HagenNeteran's 
HagenNeteran's 
HagenNeteran's 
HagenNeteran's 

by Sean DeFreitas 9:45-1 1 :30pm HagenNeteran's 

Council Meeting 
Time Capsule 

Dedication 
Reception 

TUESDAY, MAY 1 3, 1 997 
6:00pm 

7:00pm 
7:30pm 

Council Chambers 

Jaycee Park 
George & Helen 

Richardson's 

For more information or to participate, please call 
Wilton Manors Parks and Recreation at 390-21 30. 

All events are FREE except for Recreation Volunteers 
Talent Show which Is $3.00 for adults, and ages 

15 and under are FREE. Proceeds used to purchase 
equipment for WIiton Manors ch/ldren's programs. 

Any persons requiring auxiliary aid and service for this program may call 
the ADA Coordinator at 390-21 20 at least two working days prior to these 
events. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida 
Relay Service by using the following phone numbers: 1 -800-955-8770 Voice 
or 1 -800-955-8771 TDD. 

IM!Gl}I}�== SC>III::: liltlnele!M 
• • * WfitoJ\ M�lll�Ai' ,, d 

J �  

THEART 
SHOWCASE 

� 

NOW OPEN 
1 1  A.M. - 6 P.M. TUESDAY - SUNDAY 

2330 WILTON DRIVE 
WILTON MANORS, FL 33305 

TEL: 954-564-1 226 • FAX: 954-564-5605 
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Happy 50th Birthday Wilton Manors 

2180 WILTON DRIVE, FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305 

Virginia Flaherty • 954-566-8957 Fax: 954-565-3786 

Sophisticated Black & White 
or Tantalizing Full Color 

ADVERT I S I NG ADVISORS 
D E S I G N  & P R I N T  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WILTON MANORS 
A� Wilton Manors Nursery 
,,, ,.,,.;;. & Garden Center 

4 ACRES OF PALMS, TREES, SHRUBS 
AND TROPICAL FOLIAGE 

21 94 WILTON MANOR DRIVE 
WILTON MANORS, FL 33305 

(Wilton Drive is N.E. 4th Ave.) 

Unda Isabella Staats 564-91 47 

(lli� of �ilhm �mt0t5 
OFFICE OF TIIE MAYOR '· 

l24 Northra5t 2l5t Court 

Wilton Manors, Aorida l llOl 

MAYOR KING WILKINSON: 

IT IS I\1Y PLEASURE TO EXPRESS TO ALL THE 
RESIDENTS OF WILTON l'\.'lANORS HOW 
PLEASED I AM TO SHARE THE JOY OF 
·CELEBRATING OUR 50TH BIRTHDAY. MAY 
THE REW ARDS OF SUCCESS BE SHARED BY 
ALL AS WE WATCH OUR GREAT ISLAND CITY 
PROSPER AND GROW. 

WE HAVE BEGUN THE RENNAISANCE THAT I 
PROivllSED \Vl lEN 1 WAS FIRST ELECTED. AS 
WE PROGRESS TO THE NEXT l'\1ILLENIUM, WE 
LOOK FORWARD TO A THRIVING \VIL TON 
DRIVE AND ARTS CENTER WHERE RESIDENTS CAN SHOP, WORK AND ENJOY 
THEMSELVES AS NEVER BEFORE IN THE HISTORY OF OUR CO!vIMUNfTY. 

I ASK FOR 'OUR CONTINUED SUPPORT TO HELP ME ACHIEVE OUR GOALS, 
IT WILL TAU A COOPERATIVE EFFORT TO WORK TOGETHER IN HARMONY 
AND FRIEND<;I UP, TO CONTINUE THE EVOLUTION OF OUR WONDERFUL CITY. 
LET US LEARN F ROM THE PAST AND PRESS ON TO GREATER ACHIEVE.tv1ENTS 
IN THE FUTURE, 

Northeast 6th Avenue and Wilton Drive, Broward County 

• Special ty entcrtahrntc11 t d!'s l in i r f  /( 1 / l  
• Stores available from 1 ,300 si 1 . t i . 
• Conven ien t ,  mnplc parking 

• Pnifcssio 1 1 a l ,  cxcc 1 1 l i z 1e cus tomer base 
• Fiu�' n 1 i 1 1u tcs tro1 1 1 1 io zun towJI Fort Lauderdale 
• Compdit iue ica,-.; ing terms 

©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-permission/attribution required for re-use



Larry Archacki, President WM Volunteer Fire Dept., Richard 
Roth, WMVFD Chief, John Miller, WMVFD Marshall 

arbor pet hospital 
HappySOth 
Birthday 

Wilton Manors 

experienced 
Quality pet care 

l.s. mogyoros, d.v.m. 
r or e hos I a t.s. benoit, d.v.m. 

REFLECTS 
GOOD 

SERVICE 

1220 northeast 26th street, 
wilton manors, florlda 33305 

565- 1 896 

Swan Lund 
REALTOR 
954-565-77 46 
FAX: 568-0656 

[B 
REALTOR 

We are proud to be a part of 
Wilton Manors "50" Birthday! 

Swan 
HOMES AND INVESTMENTS, INC. 
1607 NE 25 St., Wilton Manors, FL 33305 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WILTON MANORS 
FL • MO • WI • MA • PA 

�19S9 L :3jg [.!J:? VACUUM AND fAN SHOWROOM 
300 E.  Oakland Park Blvd. • Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33334 

Tues. - Fri. 9:00 am • 6:00 pm • Sat 9:00 am . 4:00 pm 
Sales and Service (954

\ 
566-9822 

Toll Free (800 662-5358 
Jack Weglinskl Fax (954 566-0531 
Owner www. fans-tastic.com 

Wilton Manors 

(954) 566-4314 RICK & SHERRY MILLER 

C L E A N E R S 

�'"ta, & Sewta Suia 1956 
Plant 2600 N. Dixie Hwy., Wilton Manors, FL 33334 

Wilton Manors Island City 
Birthday e�---- • Page 22 1947 - 1997 

. Fi·re-Rescue Department 
On January 9 ,  1 997 Timo­

thy D. Keefe was appointed 
F i re C h i ef for t h e  C ity of 
Wi l ton  Manors. Chief Keefe 
began h is f i re se rvice ca­
ree r  wi th  the c ity in 1 989 
w h e n  he became a F i re­
f i g ht e r .  The F i re D e par t­
ment  has been served wel l  
by M r. Keefe who has a lso 
he ld  the ranks of Driver/En­
g ineer  and L ieutenant p rior  
to becoming Chief. 

F i re Marshal , two part-time 
i nspectors and 6 contrac­
tual paramedics. The volun­
t e e r  ra n ks c o n s i s t  of  a 
Chief, Deputy Chief, 3 Cap­
ta i n s ,  3 L i e u t e n a n t s ,  5 
D r ivef/Eng ineers and  the  
re m a i n i n g  at t h e  ran k of  
F i re f i g h te r .  N i n e  o f  t h e  
volunteers are currently City 
E m p l oyee s .  F i ref i g h t - e rs 
man two class "A" pumpers, 
one rescue pumper, a 55' 
aerial  unit and a transport/ 
ut i l ity van .  Paramedics man 
a contractual ALS transport 
ambulance. 

Al l f i ref ighters are on call 
24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year and are d ispatched to 

C h i ef Keefe is a lso  the  
Assistant Parks and  Recre­
at ion D i rector for the Ci ty 
a n d  h a s  a n  i m p re s s i v e  
background with a Bachelor 
of Science Deg ree i n  Man­
agement and an Associate 
of S ervice Degre e  in F i re 
Science. Other accompl ish­
ments and achievements in­
c lude state certification as 
a F i re f igh te r, E m e rg ency 
Medica l  Technic ian,  F i re I n­
spect ion and F i re Service 
Instructor, as wel l  as course 
work as a F i re Officer. 

Chief Timothy D. Keefe 
Christy and the i r  daughte r, 
Cassidy Lynn .  

�; the f i re stat ion ( except for 
t h e  c h i ef off i ce r  who  re­
sponds d i rectly to the cal l )  
b y  rad io  pagers a n d  por­
tables through Ft .  Lauder­
dale Dispatch Center who 
receives emergency ca l ls  
by persons d ia l ing  9 1 1 .  The 
contractual paramedics are 
on cal l  �4 hours a day, 365 
days a year  and  a re sta-

C h i e f K e e f e  l i v e s  i n  
Wi lton Manors with h is  wife 

. * * *  
The Fi re-Rescue Depart-

ment Operations are based 
out of one central  fire sta­
t ion at 533 N . E .  22 Drive 
w i th  a p p ro x i m a te l y  3 0  
trained vol unteers ,  fu l l  t ime 

Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire Department, Labor Day, 1959. Left to right, first row: Don Corry, 
Danny Kester, Charlie Saxer, Fred Haberstitch; second row: Ray Hazlet, Al Walker, Clifford Cole, 
Clarence Sills; third row: Joe Nutero, Dick Boyer and Bob Perrigo. 

. ; . 

-�nl en =-==-=--=-=.::=,;-·· · · · . .  ·---

Noreen C. David 
Director of Consumer Relations 

2675-A North Andrews Ave. Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33311 

954-563-2288 

PALM COURT NURSING & 
REHABILITATION CENTER 
2675 North Andrews Avenue 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 3331 1 
(954) 563-571 1 (Bus.) 
(954) 563-5729 (Fax) 
(954) 390-2324 (Beeper) 

NOREEN C. DAVID 
DIRECTOR OF CONSUMER RELATIONS 

t ioned at the F i re Station . 
They are a lso d i spatched 
by Ft. Lauderda le .  

Tra in ing is  offered weekly 
on  Th u rsday n i g h ts on a 
con t i n u o u s  b a s i s  a n d  i s  
based o n  national and state 
standards .  N ew m e m be rs 
are on a n ine-month p roba­
t ion and at the comp let ion 
of  c e r t a i n  t ra i n i n g  a n d  
tests, are a l lowed t o  remain 
on  the depar tment .  Mem­
bers a re  req u i red to  attend 
a m in imum number  of cal ls  
and dr i l l s  per  year. Special­
i z e d  t ra i n i n g  s u c h  as 
Dr i ve r/E n g i n e e r, H azard­
ous Mater ia ls  Awareness ,  
and Confined Space are of­
fered to m e m b e rs .  S tate 
certification as a fi re-fighter 
is  e n co u raged a n d  most  
members are certif i ed . 

Many thousands of man 
h o u rs a re d o n a t e d  each  
year to  p rovide f i re p rotec­
tion in  areas of actual  com­
bat, trai n ing ,  publ ic educa­
tion and community p rojects 
by p e rsons who p u t  t h e i r  
l ives on t h e  l i n e  for t h e  cit i­
zens of Wi l ton Manors. ■ 
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Pol ice Department .--- FASTSJGNS 
Stephen P. Kenneth was 

appointed as Chief  of Po­
l i ce  for the  C i ty of W i l ton 
M a n o rs in J an uary 1 98 9 .  
C h i e f  Ken n eth  began  h i s  
l aw e n f o rc e m e n t  c a r e e r  
w i t h  t h e  C i ty i n  A p r i l  o f  
1 973 , when he was h i red as 
a po l ice off icer .  H e  se rved 
a lso  as a D etect ive ,  U n i ­
form Patrol Sergeant ,  Ad­
m i n  is tra t i v e  L i e u t e n a n t ,  
and Asst.  Ch ief pr ior  t o  h is  
appointment  as  Ch ief. 

Befo re jo in ing  the Pol ice 
D e partment  h e  jo ined the 
W i l t o n  M an o rs Vo l u n t e e r  
F i re Department where he 
served as an act ive mem­
b e r  f rom 1 96 8  un ti l 1 99 1  
r is ing th rough  the ranks to 
Asst.  Fire Ch ief.  Ch ief Ken­
n e th had a l s o  wo r ke d  i n  
o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
C i ty i nc l u d i n g  t h e  Parks ,  
Streets, and Water Depart­
m ents as a labore r. 

Ch ief Ken n eth has l ived 
i n  W i l t o n  M a n o rs s i n c e  
1 950 , attended Wilton Man­
ors E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l , 
S u n r i se  J u n i o r  H i g h  and  
g rad u ated f rom Fort Lau ­
d e rd a l e  H i g h  Schoo l .  He  
also has an AA degree from 
B roward Commun ity C o l ­
l e g e ,  a n d  a Bach e l o r  of  
A r ts  D e g re e  in  Law En ­
forcement from the U n iver­
sity of Central F lor ida.  
C h i e f  Ke n n e t h  l i v e s  i n  

In 1966 po/Ice chief Harold 
Gair resigned to be followed . 
by Felix Miller as acting chief 
and then by Bernard Scott, 
who became the youngest 
chief in Florida. Left to right 
on front row: Scott, Miller, 
Gair, Laddie Marolt and 
Raymond Saxon. 

y 
Chief Stephen P. Kenneth 
W i l t o n  M a n o rs w i t h  h i s  
w i fe , D e b b i e  a n d  t h e i r  
daughter, N ico l e .  * * *  

The Wi lton Manors Pol ice 
D e p a r t m e n t  f unc t i ons  to , 
se rve and p rotect the cit i ­
zens of Wi l ton Manors.  The 
department has several d i ­
v is ions to assist  and p ro­
tect the cit izens. 

Pol ice Aides are the f i rst 
contact a cit izen has when 
telephoning the admin istra­
t ive offices (390-2 1 50 )  o r  
enter ing the pol ice stat ion .  
Aides p rovide i nfo rmation 
or d i rection  to the p roper  
author i ty o r  d iv is ion ,  p ro ­
v i d e  cop ies  o r  po l i ce  re ­
ports. Pol ice Aides  do not 

d ispatch pol ice u n its .  The 
Fort Lauderdale Pol ice De­
partment is cont racted to 
d i spatch a l l  po l ice un its fo r 
the City of Wi lton Manors .  
C i t i z e n s  n e e d i n g  n o n -

. emergency po l i ce  serv ice 
shou ld  ca l l  7 6 1 -5700 . A l l  
emergency cal ls a re "9 1 1  " .  

The  Patrol D iv is ion i s  the  
major un i t  seen  every day 
patro l l i ng  the streets;  han­
d l ing  ca l ls  fo r service and 
making arrests.  

The Detective Divis ion in­
vestigates unsolved felony 
cases after the i n it ia l  report 
is made by a patrol un i t  and 
assists the patrol  unit as re­
quested . The u n it  a lso i n ­
vest igates m aj o r  narcot ic 
and vice-re lated cr imes.  

T h e  J u ve n i l e/ D . A . R . E .  
Unit  tracks reports i nvolving 
juve n i l e s ,  p rov ides ass is­
tance o r  referral i nformation 
to parents and i nvolved par­
ties and is avai lable for talks 
to the commun ity or  schools 
about j uven i le  p roblems.  

Po l i ce  S e rv ice  Off i ce rs 
handle traffic accident cal ls ,  
process cr ime scenes fro la­
tent f ingerpr ints ,  and take 
m isce l laneous  reports for 
patrol  u n i ts .  The PSO un i t  
handles calls where a pol ice 
off icer is  not n ecessary, al­
lowing patro l  off icers more 
tim e  to patrol  the street. ■ 

The town's first chief of police, Richard Seaney, left, chats with 
city councilman Frank Starling, who would become the town's 
third mayor. 

For A Quality Sign That's Right On Time. 

ijappy 50th llirthday 
Wilton manor� 

1 747 N. FEDERAL HIGHWAY (954) 566-8500 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33305 FAX (954) 561 -41 24 

www.fastslgns.com 

Happy 50th Birthday Wilton Manors 

Club Wear 
Swim Wear 
Muscle T's 

, 
a 

Fashion Designs 

MON.-SAT. 
1 2-8 
SUN. 

1 2-5 

2223 Wilton Drive, Wilton Manors, FL 33305 
Tel: 954-563-2243 • Fax: 954-563-5830 

rm 
PRESENTED BY 

Parter Theatre, Inc. ::\::: \ 
�--�_!ARGET 

.. MAY Z - 11 
& Library Theatre 

100 S. Andrews Ave. 
All Tickets $6 

CALL 763-6882 

Best Wishes On You r  

50th 
BIRTHDAY 

We've Watched You Grow Since 1 956 
We Look Forward To Your 

75th 
Your  

AROUnD TOWn 
Newspaper 

South Florida's Top Business 
Generating Hospitality Newspaper 

954-971 -8008 
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