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| Pastorlus klller sentenced
|

A Wilton Manors bottle club | manager was
sentenced on Monday to 21 months in state prison
and five years of probation for the beatmg death of )

|
|
|

Jaz guitarist Jaco Pastorius..
*Luc Havan, 26, had been charged with second- )

: degree murder but pleaded guilty last month to
»~ manslaughter. Pastorius, 35, died in September '
1987 from a beating by Havan outside the Mldmght

" "Bottle Club, managed by Havan and owned by lns
mother.. - :
% The altercatlon occurred after Pastorlus, who

~lived the last years of his life on the streets of Fort

- Bauderdale, was refused entry into the club nd -
-ibbgan kicking the door jn anger.:"

-« Pastorius had toured ‘with suchy groups as e
- vgeather Report and Blood. Sweat and 'l‘ears g g X
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Txmothy Ott, charged with flrst-degree murder
;insthe stranglmg death of his girlfriend’s husband,
-- pleaded guilty on Monday to a lesser charge in
. .exchange for testifying at her'trial in October.
« o, Ott, 34, of Fort Lauderdale, pleaded guilty to
: second—degree murder before Broward Circuit
Judge Stanton Kaplan. The judge scheduled
séntencmg forJan.5. ‘
"*."Under state guidelines, -Ott will be sentenced to
“f2to 17 years in state prison. Kaplan can sentence
*Qtt to a maximum of 40 years if the judge departs
- h'om the guidelines. =
“+"0tt testified during his glrlfnend s trial in‘
October that he clubbed her husband, Bernard .
~James, 37, of Wilton Manors, in the head witha
--haseball bat then strangled him. Ott testified that
t;xe killing was plotted by Patrlcla James, with
‘%;,whqm Ott fell i in love.. .
' Patricia James, 38, was convicted of fn'st-degree
_murder in the slaymg and sentenced to life in-

~prison. " /2-6-FF -
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By CHERYL MATTOX BERRY'
Herald Staff Writer

Through no fault of his own, Angel Edgardo Valentin
ended up on the wrong side of the law and spent 19

hours in the Broward County Jail.

¥

95 for grand theft auto.

-

Innocent man jailec

Section BR |

Hemﬁf

OUrs

The Miami

call would have verified story

+  Heis angry at Wilton Manors police for not listening
to his side. And police can’t explain why no one in the de-
partment made one phone call to verify Valentin’s story. -

Valentin, 25, a Miami air traffic controller, was ar-
rested at 2:51 a.m. Thursday on southbound Interstate
The car was impounded and 15

Innocent man jailed for 19 hours

NO FAULT/ from 1BR wrong.about this other than the in-
e, . . convenience to Mr. Valentin is Mr.
my driver’s license.” " Pearson didn't report the car stolen

Unbeknown to Valentin or the tous.”
rental agency, a client who had rent- Flynn said the company tried to
ed the car earlier had kept it longer correct the mistake as soon as Val-
than his contract allowed. The rent- entin phoned the agency around
8:30 a.m. Thursday. The company

al agency hired a “repo” contractor
to find the car and bring it in. The posted a $1,000 bail when it became

“If there’s an injustice that has been done we want to

correctit.”
charge removed from his record. He has been relieved | thing wrong,” said Bill Flynn, vice when you sit there and you haven’t

of his regular duties at Miami’s air traffic control center! president of Dollar. “The only thing done anything."

and given a desk job. His security. clearance has been|
suspended until the matter is cleared u .

a
E5E EE
5 -m'ﬂm._) :
ST B9 55§
1) mﬂmmg
-3 mgoa"‘
S BoBoE
© ReT®
. ~ . =Nl
.:,-.8*1 -
2 daZBo
Lo~ eim&o',_
g gREZ3
-8 ZaZT24
Ns-aﬁémo’*
. o
g 5EgF5
] n'sga'g.
=] [ =
A o aT
g tgFia
B E£93 .
(7] = ) =
i "’5>25
5 FEBpRS
B S92
& 3F2 3
g o5F 3
al an§ =]

p-.

client, Rhinehart Pearson, of the Ba- evident that red tape might delay his
hamas, reported it stolen to Metro- release. Valentin was freed at 9:58

Dade police. p.m. Thursday.
He could not be reached for com- - If Dollar had not stepped in, Val- |:
ment. entin may have stayed overnight in |

Meantime, Dollar continued to jail because the Clerk of Court’s Of- |
| rent the car out, not knowing it had fice closed before doing the paper- |

- been reported stolen. work necessary to drop his case. .

‘“Valentin didn't do anything “It was a very disgusting experi-

Valentin wants the incident inveétigated, too, and the wrong ... the police didn’t do any- ence,” said Valentin, “especially

{
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Woman gets hfe in prison

- Judge hands down sentence in intricate murder plot |

By KEVIN ALLEN
.- Staff Writer

A Wilton Manors woman: con-
victed of the first-degree murder of
her husband in an intricate plot of
deception and conspiracy was sen-
tenced to life in prison on Thursday

by Broward Circuit Judge Stanton

S. Kaplan.

Patricia. James, 38, agreed to
waive a penalty hearmg, and Kap-
lan sentenced her to life with no

" chance of parole for 25 years.

-James, who answered -Kaplan’s

‘ questions in a whisper, declined to

make a statement. Her only re- -

quest, to have her three children

visit her in jail, was denied by Kap-

lan.

James was convicted on Nov. 1
of the murder of her husband, Ber-
nard James, 37, a state park ranger
who was. found dead outside the
couple’s home on March 24, 1987.

At first, :James told pohce that

" her husbarid had been killed by a

robber, but later she said that the
killer was Timothy Ott, an ambu-
lance dispatcher with whom she
had carried on a telephone ro-
mance for seven months.
Authorities, though, say they dxs—

covered that James had persuaded

Ott to beat and strangle her hus-

band to death. She had concocted a

fantasy world of fictitious charac-
ters to aid in her plott o collect on

her husband’s $145,000 life insur-
ance policy, prosecutor Pete La-
‘Porte said.

-Ott, 34, was charged with flrst-
degree murder after police said he
confessed that he beat Bernard
James with a baseball bat in his
apartment while Patricia James
was in the bathroom.

Ott, whose trial is pending, testi-
fied that he fell in love with a wom-
an named T.J., whom he had never

met. . .

.T.J. made Ott believe that the
children’s father, Bernard James,
was a- child abuser Ott testified.
She also persuaded Ott to kill Ber-
naxsi to protect the children, Ott
sai -

Ott got in touch with T.J. through
a woman named Demi, whom he
met in person. It was Demi who
lured Bernard James to Ott’s
apartment the day of the slaying.

It was only after his arrest that
Ott realized that he- had been.

‘ _trxcked



Man charged in fraud

WILTON MANORS — A man accused last month

- of cheating tenants out of $150 to $200 after

% offermg to help them in eviction cases was -
formally charged by police on Thursday with fraud
and practicing law without a licence. . -

~Detective David Jones said he charged John

¥ Harold Maguire, 32, with one count of organized
““fraud, eight counts of communications fraud and_ -
elght counts of unauthorized practice of law. .

; “- Maguire was arrested by Wilton Manors police

" early last month on a warrant from grand theft

S ((:)harges involving bad checks from Mlamlsburg,

< Ohio.: g :

* - Atthe time of Magmres arrest Jones alsowas =
¢ investigating complaints that Magulre had

. . represented himself as a lawyer to people facing -

* ethldn and charged them fees to represent them

m court

Riahiaid
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fo CECILIE DITLEV—SIMONSEN
3 : Staff Writer

B ', 5 Patrlela James, a Wiltofi Manors

‘woman who lived in a fantasy
.world. of telephone romances and
fictitious characters, sat stone-
faced on Tuesday as jurors found
her guilty of first-degree murder in
her husband’s death.

- James, 38, whispered a few

words to her older brother but

-showed no emotion as a court depu-
ty led her to jail.
The jury deliberated for more

than seven hours before reaching
the verdict in James’ three-week

retrial. Her first trial ended w1th a
hung jury last fall
_James, eager to benefit from her
husband’s $145,000 life insurance
policy, “participated in a horrible
murder,” prosecutor Pete LaPorte
told the jurors in closing arguments
before Broward Circuit Judge
Stanton S. Kaplan. '

Y

. In "nightly; - telephone conversa-

tlons the stocky, gray-haired
. James persuaded a man who fell in
love with her soft voice and a pho--
‘tograph of a pretty blonde to kill -

her husband, LaPorte said. .

The judge scheduled a Nov. 10
hearing for the jury to recommend
'a death sentence or life imprison-
ment.

Bernard James, 37 a state park -

ranger, was found dead outside the
couple’s home on March 24, 1987.

James initially told police that .
- her husband had been murdered by

a robber but later identified the
killer as Timothy Ott, an ambu-

lance dispatcher she had main- -
- tained a telephone romance with

for seven months. .
Ott, 34, was char_ged»thh first-

degree murder after he confessed

to police that he smacked Bernard’
James in the head with a baseball
bat, then strangled him, in Ott’s
apartment while Patricia - James

‘only hurt.

" nothearthe beating. I did not khow

er,” Heyer told the jury. “Without
_ would not be here today. The kllhng

_over the phone that her name was -

yas in the bathroom :
'James told police that she rove”
her husband home thmkmg he was

“I did not see the beatlng a’

it was going to take place,” James
said in a tape-recorded statement
played before the jurors. :
Defense lawyer Barbara Ann“
Heyer argued that Ott did not im-
plicate James in the murder until .
after he cut a deal with the state'in *
exchange for his testimony agamst
James. Ott will stand trial later.

- “Timothy Ott is.a liar and & k111
his testimony, Patricia James.

was solely Mr. Ott’s doing.”:
Ott testified that Jamies told hlm

“T.J.” He said he never met “T.J.”
but wanted to marry her and help ‘
raise her three chlldren '

Staff photo/SUSAN GARDNER -~ |

Patr1c1a James, rlght speaks to her brother Mike Donahue, after the ve'rdlct on Tuesday.

-“T.J.” made Ott believe that the
children’s father — Bernard James
— was a child abuser and that his
death was the only way to protect
them, he said.

Ott got in touch with “T.J.”
through her friend, whom Ott knew
in person as “Demi.” “Demi” lured
Bernard James to Ott’s apartment
on the pretext of discussing bowl-

ing, court documents state.
Not until after his arrest did Ott- - .
say that he realized that both “T.J.” " *:
and “Demi” were the same person -
— Patricia James. :



‘Teens face charges 1n

Wilton Manors burglaries

- BFORT LAUDERDALE NEWS/SUN-SENTINEL & WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12,1988

By KEVIN DAVIS
Staff Writer
WILTON MANORS — Two teen-
agers who moved here from New
Jersey about two months ago have
been arrested and charged with
burglarizing several homes and
selling the stolen property to un--

least five burglaries and as many
as 15, said Detective Mark
Shotwel]

Arrested were Dale Stamile, 18,

"and his roommate, Thomas Rose,

18. Both were taken to the Broward
County Jail where they face.
charges of burglary, dealing in sto-
lerr property>and grand- theft. Fur-
ther charges are peodmg, Shotwell -,

Shotwell began investigating a
series of burglaries that occurred
in the city during the last few
months. While working undercov-
er, Shotwell said he was introduced
to the two men who offered to sell
him some goods.

From Oct. 1 to Oct. 6, the two

sold Shatwell a variety of items, in-

gludmg ‘video cassette. recorders,

f[‘he two are '!'ESDOHS!b]C Afor ats » 1751 AL RN AR 4 SN R wmhesr .and.; mrartialarts.equip-:.

ment, he said.

A check on those items revealed
that they had been stolen. In addi-
tion, Shotwell said the two sold
some of the stolen items to local
pawnshops.

“The burglaries have been con-
fined to Wilton Manors,” he said.
“We don’t suspect they went be-

yond a three mile - radius. They

day time and early evening.”

Shotwell said the burglars drove
to about a block from the homes
they picked. Then they walked to
the home and brought the goods
back to the car.

Residents who recently have
been victims of burglaries and are
missing items. such.as, jewelry: and

video cas3éfte recorders shou1d=
Iwere. home burglames done-in-the. eall Shoﬁwe}l @t 390*21:1& Sewees
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Man charged with murdering wife

 Hock at his arraignment in 1985 on charges of
killing his foster child.

fle photo '

By KEVIN DAVIS
Staff Writer

Jeffrey Lynn Hock, acquitted in 1986 of beating his
7-year-old foster child to death, was charged on Thurs-
day with murdering his estranged wife.

Hock, 39, surrendered about an hour after heavily
armed pohce and SWAT team members surrounded
his apartment in the 1900 block of Southwest Second
Street in Fort Lauderdale.

His wife, Sondra Hock, 30, was found dead inside her
Oakland Park apartment on Monday after a friend be-
came concerned after not hearing from her and called
the apartment manager.

Oakland Park police had been called to Sondra
Hock’s apartment on Saturday night by a neighbor
who complained that there had been a domestic distur-
bance there, Detective Glenn Osani said.

Police arrived at the apartment in the 3400 block of
Northwest 44th Street about midnight. An officer
knocked on the door, but no one answered. Osani said
the officer looked in the window and saw Jeffrey Hock,
who would not let him in.

‘;I‘here was nothing the officer could do,” Osani
sai :

Osani said he thinks that Sondra Hock was killed
about the time police were called. He said that she had
been strangled by bare hands.

A neighbor who lives in the apartment complex and

who asked that her name not be published said she had
heard the disturbance on Saturday night.

“I heard them fighting,” she said:

The woman said she had heard the couple arguing on

- other occasions, but not as loudly or violently as on

Saturday.

“Before, it was just verbal,” she said."

Sondra and Jeffrey Hock 'had been separated for
five months, Osani said. She wanted a dworce and he
did not, he said.

Sondra Hock,-a pharmaclst lived in thé -apartment
with her cocker spaniel for about two months, neigh-
bors said. The apartment is part of a newly built 272-
unit complex.

.Oakland Park Public Safety Dlrector William -
Strachan said police officers are empowered to arrest
a spouse in a domestic disturbance if the offlcer sees
evidence of physical violence.

“If an officer responds and is able to ascertain that

_there has been violence, or there has been a battery. . .

he can make an arrest” even if the other spouse
doesn’t request it, Strachan said.

Strachan said he could not talk specifically about
the Hock case.

Oakland Park police issued a warrant for Hock’s ar-
rest on Wednesday night and went to pick him up on
Thursday. When police surrounded his apartment,

SEE CHARGE /4B
i0-7-98
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Man charged
‘with slaying
estranged wife

Hock refused to come out.

~.Osani phoned Hock’s apartment-

several times, and when he finally
answered “I told him who we were
aiid I told him for his own safety to
come out with h1s hands up,” Osani
sard

gree murder.
‘“Hock, an insurance salesman,

Was found not guilty by a Broward:

juiry on March 14, 1986, on charges
of killing foster child Reed Hauff.
Hock broke down in tears when the

verdict was read and thanked the |

J“l'y

-Hock’s attorney at, the time, H..

. Dohn Williams, was shocked to

. learn that his former client had

been arrested again on a murder
charge '
+“T had seen him off and on every

once in- a while,” Williams .said..

“He was doing odd jobs. He had lost
everything when his first wife di-
vorced him.: He basically had to
start all over.”

-Hauff, a mildly retarded child,
d1ed on Apr11 30, 1985, of six blows
to the head. Jeffrey Hock had

" . blamed his former wife, Linda, for

the child’s death. He testified that
he lied to police about the incident
: to protect her. :

%Linda Hock had been granted un-v

mumty from prosecution in ex-
change for her testimony against

him. She told the j ]U?' ?at the Chlld

-’67

" ChARGE

had (:omplalned of head pains

- shortly before she found him -un-

conscious.
Dr. Ronald Reeves, an associate

Broward medical examiner, testi-

fied that the child had been abused

* for months before his death. In ad-
‘dition to the head injuries, Reed

had two broken ribs and bruises
over much of hlS body

~Hock was charged with first- de-‘
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. - . - ‘ - Staff photo/JOHN CURRY
Fort Lauderdale SWAT team members escort Jeffrey Lynn Hock on Thursday after arresting him on charges of murdering his estranged wife.



Police solve

By RENEE’ KRAUSE
Staff Writer
'WILTON MANORS — Police have
found the man responsible for a 1983
murder. He’s buried in Knoxville, Tenn.

Abe Mauk, whofled to his home town
* after killing Mlchael D. Pedro in Febru-
ary 1983, committed suicide two years
* ago, police Detective Dav1d Jones said
- on Monday. .

Jones said he thought it strange that
Mauk shot himself between the eyes,
the place that Pedro had been shot.

The case dates back five years, when

Jones was a patrol officer and Pedro -

had just celebrated-his 23rd birthday.
On his birthday in January 1983, Pedro
left his Massachusetts home and headed

for South Florlda He moved into an
apartment in Oakland Park while he
looked for work.

-On-Feb. 10, Pedro went to Meyers’

'Plzza & Tavern, in the 1400 block of

Northeast 26th Street, Jones said. After
arguing with a.man in the bar, Pedro
left .at the 2 a.m. closing. time. In the

parking lot, the man shot Pedro, Jones

said. .-
A few. weeks later, after talking to
witnesses, police ldentlfled Mauk as the
murder suspect and issued a warrant
for his arrest. Soon after, police learned
that Mauk had fled the state.

- When Jones moved into the detective
bureau fouryears ago, he'said, he decid-
ed that the murder could be solved and

he started lo_oku_m over the case f!l_& .

48 Sun-Sent’f;;el'
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Tuesday, August 2, 1988

suspect buried in Tennessee <

-Jones was obtaining another warrant

against Mauk for unlawful flight: to

‘avoid prosecution when the case took a

strange twist.

Fellow Wilton Manors police Dlatec-
tive Mark Shotwell arrested Steven Pol-
lard in March on a cocaine trafficking
charge.

Shotwell said he recognized Pollard’
name as having something to do with
the murder case, and police questioned
Pollard about it. Police knew Pollard
was the man who drove Mauk to the air-
port when he fled the state, Jones said.

About a month ago, according to
Jones, Pollard answered the police’s

uestions. He informed police that his
riend had committed suicide and was

buried in Knoxville, Tenn., Jones said.

D Pedro in 1983, committed
- su1cnde two years ago 3B ’

A

~The FBIin Knoxville, Tenn., sent pxc-
tures of Mauk’s grave to Jones but the.
detective wasn’t satisfied. He contacted
the Knoxville Police Department and
asked for the police report ahd the '
death certificate. He received thc,docu-
ments on Friday.

“The -case is closed,” Jones sald on
Monday.

As a resuit of the case, Jones saxd the

:Wilton Manors Police Department
‘plans to run the names of people who

die in the city through the national po-

lice computer to see whether the’] persen

was wanted for any crimes.
“Here’s a murder suspect Wwho has

been dead for two years,” Jones said.
“It’s kind of a weird thing »

klllmg Mlchael
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Teen’s concern for glrl
famlly cost him his life

"By KEVIN DAVIS
Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — Allan Owens

_ went to visit his girlfriend and ended up

getting killed — an innocent victim of a

. family quarrel that erupted into a night
of violence. . ‘

Owens, a 17-
year-ol d hi gh
school senior, had
been concerned
-about the safety of .
his girlfriend and
her mother  after
police were called
to their home. for
domestic disputes
on Thursday, fam-
ily and friends
said. :

_He v1srted the home that mght and
was stabbed repeatedly when his girl-
friend’s stepfather, Edward Savory,
‘broke in and went on a rampage with a

. kitchen knife, police said.

- Police said Savory thought Owens

- was a friend of his wife’s.

" As he lay bleeding that night, Owens
kept asking about the others.

“I told him to hang on, and that help

. was on the way,” said Constance Sa-
vory, the mother of Owens’ girlfriend,
" Annie, 17. “I can’t forget this boy was
lying out there dymg and was worried
about my safety.”

Annie, who had gone to the store

- when the stabbing occurred, said Owens

. had made a promise to her a long time
ago.

‘“He told me, I would give my life for
you, your mother and your baby sis-

2-$F

Owens

o 18 ey momm syvrvmmmreg e N O R
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ter ' » she said.
The couple had been dating for about ,

a year.

Edward Savory, 46, of tlie 300 block
of Northeast 20th Street was originally: =
charged with attempted murder. He~
now faces a murder charge pohce sard, :
on Tuesday. )

On Tuesday morning, Fort Lauder- -
dale High School Principal Jacquelyn~i
Barber read a statement over the.-
school’s public address system inform-

"ing Owens’ classmates of his death. =

' “Even under attack, his concern was:"
for others who were present,” she said.
One of Owens’ hrothers; Tim, 33, vis-"
ited the school on Tuesday, the day after:
Owens died at Broward General Medi-
cal Center in Fort Lauderdale. \{

“A girl came up to me with money
she collected to buy flowers,” he said. ..
The events that ended with Owens,
death began on Thursday when Con-
stance Savory called police twice to the
family’s home in the 300 block of Northa

east 20th Street.

The first time she said she called af-‘
ter her husband slashed Annie’s water-
bed. The second time she called after,
Annie reported she had seen her stepfaﬂ
ther enter the house w1th an unidenti-
fied woman.

When police . arrlved she said they
found the woman hldmg in Annie’s bed-
room.. Both he and the woman were
asked to leave. "

She said her husband later returned
to the home and began pounding on the
door. He forced his way msrde through
the back door, she said. c

She then caued police. ..
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After the chase o N P |
Fort Lauderdale patrolman M.G. Smith, le(‘t, and Wllton Manors detective Dave'Jones,‘-
.right, accompany Lee James Kershaw, 41, aftér a chase Friday. The chase} began after
‘Fort Lauderdale patrolman Scott Nagele tried to stop Kershaw, a suspect ina Thursday' '
night ‘robbery. When they: reached the top of the Oakland Park Boulevard brldge,
Kershaw aimed his car at Nagele, who was standing next to his cruiser, police said.
.Nagele shot to disable the car and Kershaw took off runnmg Residents of h%gh-nse'
.condos shouted directions to police from their balconies as they matched the chase: ‘Police
found Kershaw hiding in a garbage canat 3029 Center Ave.. He was arrested and.charged
with attempted first-degree murder, ﬂe#mg a police officer, reckless drwmg an(_i driving
wnthout a hcense. S o . 1 ) o : .




) 'discrimination against” his -
'*,son must be politlcally"

" former ~Opa-locka" Police
. Chief Ruben M. Greenburg
had recommended David
~+Jones for full -time .police
~ officer- position: Jones-cited
as evidense of his son’s
qualifications reports that

"the Department . had"

A Free 'md lndependent Newspaper Voue
' Same Ownership and.Management for 15 Ye'lrs

B

suggested " that Jones had a.
~ " conflict of interest in seeing
" his son work for the city he
,governed Jones - flatly

denied any wrong doing and
declared, “I have: never

under any circumstances

. recommended to any city

manager ' that “he - hire

Not Controlled By T he Mmml Hera]d‘-;

. .son, oF your.son, xor
Coelse

- with Da Jghtrey to learn the
_reasons “for. his'¥ son’s

yone. whet.her itibe; my.

‘police academy in Ft.
B Lauderdale weekdays

Jones dxd 88y. that he“;
met with: Opa-locka - City
Manager Newall Daughtrey
after his son had been turned
down. Jones said that he met:

* attempt to. ge Daughtrey to.
-give his reasons for.. turning-

“rdown ' Dayid ’Jonw for the:
posmon in. wntmg

» Daughtrey was not
“available for comment '

rejection "because his son
could not visit Clty ,Hall




Former Plantation Officer Charged With Sexual Battery

By VikkiAlexander
A departmental inves-

tigation is being conducted.

by the Wilton Manors police
department after an officer.
was charged with sexual
battery and indecent
assault on an eight year old
girl, a police spokeswoman
said.

Richardson Basil Albury
was arrested last Thursday
around 7 p.m. for allegedly

molesting a neighborhood
girl that he baby-sat, Fort
Lauderdale police spokes-
man Ott Cefkin said. Police
allege that Albury molested
thegirltwice.

Albury, 39, admitted to
detectives that he did baby-
sit the girl, but denied sex-
ual battery charges.

“Obviously we don't be-
lieve him,”’ Cefkin said.

< 2

4th Year

Number 19

“Sexual battery on a child
isaveryseriouscharge.”

Albury was suspended by
Wilton Manors Assistant
Chief Steve Kenneth around
10 p.m. on Thursday. He
hadbeenemployed withthe
Wilton Manors police de-
partment since December
15, 1986.

According to Cefkin, the
young girl's mother had a

Week Of May 26-June I, 1988

polygraph test performed

.on her daughter. An ex-

amination was also made
by a sexual assault center
confirming that she- had
been abused, he said.

Albury was previously
employed by the Plantation
Police Department for 14
years before going to Wilton
Manors as a uniform patrol
officer.

While at Plantation, he

-

received commendations
for arresting a burglary
suspect in November, 1978.

In September, 1982, he re- -

ceived another commenda-
tion for apprehending two
men in the process of steal-
ing more than $12,000 in
construction material.

Albury was suspended on
February 5, 1976 for a shoot-
ing incident thatinvolved a
juvenile. His suspension
lasted six days, after the
outcome of the Broward
County Grand Jury.

Albury was also placed on

a twelve month special
probation period in Septem-
ber, 1981, as a disciplinary
action for engaging in sex-
ual related conversations
with a female juvenile
police cadet. The memo
stated that the conversa-
tions were suggestive in na-
ture and made without dis-
cretion. He was transferred
from the juvenille division
where he worked.

According to reports,
Albury was nominated as
Plantation Officer of the
Month for his outstanding

Continued on page 4



Marvm Bush with h1s grandson Jlmmy Tllton under flcus tree.

'TREASURED TREE

The ficus tree in the Wiltqn Manors yard
-becomes centerpiece for children to gather.

N

By VICKI McCASH
Staff Writer

Thlrty years ago, Marvin Bush planted a
tree by the side of his house. It was a twig, no
bigger than his finger.

Today, that tree is the center of the neigh-
borhood, a place where children beg their
parents "and baby sitters to let them go to
play.

“I call it my grandchlldren s park,” says
Bush, Wilton Manors’ vice mayor. “Every-
body is a grandchild, so everyone can come
to the park.” :

The tree, a huge ficus, fills the corner of
his corner lot. The nelghborhood children
and his own grandchildren frequently can be
seen in the tree’s branches.

“We’re a bunch of monkeys. We love

_trees,” says Erica Wienants, 9.

“It’s fun. There’s lots of climbing spots,”
says Casey Bush, 8, who lives down the street
from the tree. She is not related to Marvm
Bush.

Bush always has had a play area beside his
house on Northeast 27th Street. His daughter
Margaret Bush Tilton remembers climbing
in a Florida holly tree. All that’s left of that
tree is the trunk, cut, carved and painted for
a bench under the ficus tree.

“I call that ‘Grandmother’s Seat,” ” Bush

- says. His wife, Mary, sometimes sits there to
watch the children play.

The corner park is enclosed by a picket
fence, made from wooden sticks once used to
hold up campaign posters.

“We’'ve got all winners in thefe,” Bush
says of the fence. He picked up pickets from
Mayor Tracy Stafford, council members -

‘Sandy Steen and Susan 'Olson and from his

own campaign four years ago. “That’s my
political fence,” he says,

Another feature of the park has sngmfl- _
cance only for his family. Each of his four
grandchildren have their.footprints in ce- -
ment in the park. At his parents’ house, each
of his children have their 'footprints in ce- i
ment. '

“Whenever we’d go by my grandparents
house, we’d show my kids our footprints,”
Tilton said. “They understood once Dad‘ /
made their footprints.”

The park also has a table and bench under
the tree, which serves as a step-up for the lit-
tle clu'nbers and as a place for the Bushes to
serve refreshments.

“Come on everyone,” Mary Bush calls into .
the tree, “time for ice cream.” She brings out -
a tray of ice cream cones and soda on ice.

The children come out of the tree long
enough to eat, but before all of them are fin-
ished, three boys are dangling from the low-
er branch. :

“We had to get notes to be sure their moth-
ers knew where they were,” Bush said.

No one has ever fallen out of the tree, Bush
said, but there are close calls from t1me to.
time. - <

“A lot of the kids learned to climb in this
tree,” he said. “We love having them here.” -

. Cover photo by Susan Gardner /—L- 83 |
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Jimmy Tilton, 4, and Erika Wienants, 9, enter Marvin Bush’s “park.”




Men seek
help from
wrong car

Officer arrests 4.
after drug request

By VICKI McCASH
Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — Four
North Carolina men have learned
the hard way that South Florida
cops do not act like Sonny Crockett
on Miami Vice. .

It was broad daylight on Monday
and the traffic, as usual, was
backed up on East Oakland Park
Boulevard when the four construc-
tion workefs from Maxon, N.C,,
asked a man in a car next to them
where they could buy marijuana
and cocaine. '

The man in the car was Mark
Shotwell, an undercover Wilton
Manors detective. o

“At first 1 waved them off,”
Shotwell said. “I was working on
some other things and didn’t want
.to deal with it.”

But the four men in the black van
were insistent, he said.

Finally, he pulled into a parking
lot at 50 W. Oakland Park Blvd. and
asked them to show him their mon-
ey

“I wanted to see-if these guys
were serious,” Shotwell said. They
were,

Shotwell left the four men in the
van and went to the Wilton Manors
Polic’e station, where he took an

‘eight-ball of cocaine,” 3.5 grams
or one-eighth of an ounce, out of the
narcotics safe.

He and several uniformed back-
up officers returned to the van,
where Shotwell sold the four men
the cocaine, then arrested them
and charged them with possession.
He confiscated their van and al-
most $1,200.

They immediately began to pro-
test, Shotwell said.

“They said they'd been watching
Miami Vice and I couldn’t arrest
them because I didn't tell them I
was a cop. They said Sonny Crock-
ett always either says he’s a cop or
he hedges,” Shotwell said.

The Broward State Attorney’s
Office confirmed that he did not
have to tell the suspects he was a
police officer.

The four men arrested are Var-
dell Locklear, 34; Jerry D. Scott,
29; David E. Scott, 27; and Steve R.
Deese, 20. -
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After 30

years,

Manors chief
turns 1n badge

By-STERHENJ'OLIVEIRA ..
Staff Writer
Wilton Manors Police Chief Ber-
nard Scott has seen law enforce-
ment take giant strides ww‘ard pro-

fessic in three d
But after 30 years of police work,
including 22 as chief, Scott is turn-

ing in his badge. His retirement be-:

comes official at midnight, Dec. 31.

“When I say ‘Happy New Year,'
I'm going to mean it,” said Scott,
52.

The chief can tell you exactly
how many days he has left, but his
eagerness to end his career
shouldn't be misinterpreted.

“I have some emotional feelings
about leaving, but I can't think of
anything - else -I.would have done
and enjoyed more than working in
the city of Wilton Manors,” he said.

A’natlve of St. Louis, Scott was
17 when he moved to Broward
County in 1953 with his parents. He
was a welder, but developed an in-
terestin police work while working
as an auxiliary officer for the Fort
Lauderdale Police Department.

“It got into my blood,” he said.

Scott applied to Fort Lauder-
dale, but on his application he spe-
cifically requested that his present
employer not be contacted.

But the department did anyway,
and Scott soon found himself unem-
ployed. He applied to Wilton Man-
ors, and after getting a nod of ap-
proval from then- -Mayor Frank
Starling, Scott was hired in 1958.

His weekly take-home ;;‘ay of
$58.60 was less than what he had
earned as a welder.

Fort Lauderdale called a few
days later with an offer, but feeling
a certain loyalty to Wilton Manors,

e turned down the job.

- “I’d probably stxu be a a. patrol-
man in Fort Lauderdale,” he said,
jokingly.

Scott was promoted to sergeant
in June 1963. He was named chief
in 1966, and at the age of 30, Scott
‘'was the youngest police chief in
Florida.

Time has changed all that. Scott
is now the dean of police chiefs in
Broward, and his 22 years on the
Jjob is tops among his county peers.

For the past 10 years, Scott also
was chairman as the Broward
County Chief of Police Associa-
tion's Educational Committee.

“The committee has had a great
deal to do with the improvement of
the police academy and raising the
standards of professionalism,” said
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea Police
Chief Joseph Fitzgerald, president
of the association.

“He runs a very good police de-
partment,” said Fitzgerald.
“They’ve assisted us on numerous
occasions. He’s a very forceful guy,
a good chief.”

Fitzgerald credits Scott with
persuading Wilton Manors and oth-
er Broward County police depart-
ments with providing money for
psychological tests for all police
apgéxcam.s .

ott strongly pushed for the
tests after Gerald Shaeffer, a for-
mer Wilton Manors oﬁicer. was
convicted of the mutilation-mur-
ders of two Broward County girls in
1973, Fitzgerald said.

Scott fired Schaeffer in 1972 af-
ter several months on the job. At
the time, he said Schaeffer had
“some very strange ideas about

See SCOTT, page 4

. " Statt photo/LOU TOMAN
Bernard Scott, Wilton Manors.police chief, is retiring after 30 years of law enforcement.



SCOTT

Continued from page 3

law enforcement.” - .

When Scott began his police ca-
reer in 1958, the Wilton Manors Po-
lice Department employed 10 peo-
ple. Today, it employs 40, including
29 sworn'officers. e

“I think a police officer today

does a much more effective and ef-
ficient job than when I'started,” he
said. “There was a great need for
professionalism.” .
- - it' wasn't encouragedy'but Scott
remembers signing up for classes
at the Broward police academy
shortly after he was hired. Back
then, most cops believed you
Jearned all you needed to know
about the job on the street. .

Scott didn't agree, and his studi-
ous habits earned him the nick-
name “Book Cop.”

His fellow officers weren't
laughing, however, when Scott
scored high on the sergeant's exam
and was eventually selected as
chief over older and more experi-
enced officers.

“I saw the need to learn more
than I was learning here,’ said
Scott.

To. improve the criminal justice
system, Scott said society needs
more prisons and tougher sen-
tences.

But nothing will improve until
the public demands change.

His long career has also had its
lighter moments. '

As a patrolman in the early
1960s, Scott wasdirecting traffic at
the Five Points intersection when a
man driving by stopped -and asked
for directions to Federal Highway.

Scott pointed east-down North-
east 26th Street to Fort Lauder-
dale. :

Several minutes later, Scott's
sergeant dropped by with a de-
scription of a suspect who had just
robbed a local finance company.

He recognized the man and the
car immediately.

“I gave an armed robbery sus-
pe%t irections out of town,” Scott
said.

vised the long-awaited expansion
of the police station in 1983.

He has also tried to impress his
management style on the depart-
ment. . )

“Anyone who can't stand to be
told by a taxpayer, ‘You work for
me,’ should get out of law enforce-
ment,” Scott said, “I demand cour-
tesy and respect for the public, as
long as they are deserving of it.”

akland Park City Manager J.
Scott Miller worked with Scott
when Miller was Wilton Manors’
city manager in 1985. :

“I had excellent cooperation
with Chief Scott,” said Miller. “He
was a man who thoroughly under-
stood police work. He knew what
needed to be done and he did it.”

Wilton Manors City Manager
Wally Payne said Scott will be suc-
ceeded by Assistant Chief Stephen
Kenneth, a 15-year department
veteran,

When Scott retires in three
weeks, he and his wife will leave
South Florida for a home in rural
northern Georgia, a far cry from
urban Broward.

“I want to plant that garden I've
always thought about,” he said,

As police chief, Scott also super-




an Oakland: Paﬂcpohce officerthis past
: Sundaywas h " pohcesaxd.

- Accordmg-iopohee theoﬂicer,'l’ho—
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: Ins1de thesuspectRobertF Mobley,‘
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“ teryon apolice cer,sa:dOsam

Stedle has been with Oakland pazki

~Public Safety depaxtmem for the past
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DIGEST

' Staff reports

Brother held in shooting

WILTON MANORS — An argument be-
tween brothers on Tuesday sent one to the hos-
pital in critical condition with a gunshot
wound and the other to Broward County Jail,
charged with attempted murder, police said.

Detective Sgt. Rick Wierzbicki said Fred-
erick Gruninger, 30, and his brother, Edward,
20, were arguing about their home recon-
struction business when Edward Gruninger
picked up a .22-caliber rifle and shot his
brother in the chest.

The shooting occurred about 7:30 p.m. in
a mobile home the two men share at the Trail-
er Haven trailer park, in the 2000 block of
Wilton Drive, Wierzbicki said.

19%%8
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Bassist Jaco Pastorius dead at thlrty-ﬂve

Influential stylist’s problem-plagued life ended violently

ACO PASTORIUS, A FORMER MEM-

ber of Weather Report who is

credited with revolutionizing the

eleceric bass in the 1970s, died in a

Fort Lauderdale, Florda, hospical
Scptember 2Ist from head injuries suf-
fered during a fight outside a bar ten
days earlier. He was thirty-five.

Pastorius was unconscious when he
was admirted to the intensive-care unit
of Broward General Medical Center
with a fractured skull, fractured facial
bones, intemal bleeding and other inju-
ries. His conditon later worsened after
he suftered a stroke. He was ina coma
when he died.

The Broward County medical-exam-
iner’s office has nded- the death a homi-
cide. The police arrested Luc Havan,
the twenty-five-year-old managcr of the
Midnight, a private after-hours club in
neighboring Wilton Manors. Havan
was charged with aggravated battery,
but the police are secking to upgrade
the charges.

Pastorius's volatile career was one
of triumphant world tours, Grammy
nominations and fan adulation; of
drugs, alcoholism and manic depres-
sion; of innovation and insecurity. At
his peak, the self-taught Pastorius was
acknowledged as the pioneer of the
fretless electric bass and acclaimed as
a gifted composer and arranger. But
he was also diagnosed as an alcoholic
and a manic-depressive; he was hospi-
talized on at least three occasions for
treatment of chose illnesses.

With Weather Report, he spear-
headed an approach to jazz fusion that
utlized the bass guitar as a solo instru-
mene. His sound - a stinging, vibrato-
laden amack - and animated technique
influenced a whole generation of jazz-
fusion musicians.

“There hasn'c been any other musi-
cian of our generation in jazz or rock
who appeared on the scene with a mes-
sage so fully formed and so amanngly
eloquent,” says guitarist Pat Metheny,
who began playing with Pastorius in
south-Flonida bands in 1972. “It affect-
ed everybody.”

For bass players, Pastorius’s influence
was inescapable. “That’s all I did, was
play like him," says bassist Marcus
Miller, who has worked with Miles Davis
and David Sanbom. “Jaco was a com-
poser. He made me and a whole lot of
other people learn music. To play what
he played, you had to understand music.”

Pastorius w-as never shy about extol-
ling his own abiliges. Afer 2 Weather

Report concert in Miami in 1975, Pas-

DAVID GaHR

torius, then an unknown, approached
group cofounder Joe Zawinul and said,
as Zawinul recalls, "My name is Jaco
Pastorius, and I'm the world’s greatest
bass player.” “We had a great bass
player [Alphonso Johnson] at the dme,
so that was meaningful}” says Zawinul
I liked it” Pastorius joined the group
the following year.

The same passion and devil-may-
care attitude that fueled Pastorius’s mu-
sic also led to his downfall. Friends and
colleagues were rarely surprised by Pas-
torius's often embarrassing antics: ap-
pearing onstage uninvited at concerts,
gerdng thrown out of clubs for obnox-
ious behavior, trashing hotel rooms. In
1987 alone, he was arrested nine dmes
in south Florida on charges ranging
from common vagency to auto theft.

For years colleagues and family
members searched for the reasons be-
hind Pastorius's decline. “In some
countries, like Japan, he’s a god,” says
his second wife, Ingrid Pastorius.
"What lind of pressure would that put
on you?”

“He hated the fact he wasn’t big-
ger,” says former Blood, Sweart and

Tears drummer Bobby Colomby, who

got Pastorius his ficst record contract
"He wanted to be a rock sar, the Jimi

Hendrix of the bass. But that wasn’t

natural to what his gift was.”

“He never got the recognition he
deserved,” says pianist Herbie Han-
cock, who played on Pastorius’s first
album. “Unfortunately, when some-
one is at thac level, that's the rule
rather than the exception. It musc be
hard to rationalize the two things: the
effort and what he got out of it. It
must play havoc on someone who may
be insecure or place greac value on
like return for effore”

John Frandis Anthony Pastorius OI
was bom in Norristown, Pennsylvania,
in 1951. His family moved w0 Fort Lau-
derdale when he was seven. Inspired by
his father, Jack, a jazz drummer, he
learned to play the drums but switched
to bass in high school in order to play
with a local band.

In 1972, Pastorius joined Wayne
Cochran and the CC. Riders. Dusing his
eight months with the group, he would of-
ten play rhythm-guitar parts on bass
while chythm guitarist Charlie Brent
played one-string bass lines. While the

rest of the band sported tuxedos, the

BY SCOTT BENARDE AND TOM MOON

C.C. Rider thydun secrion was dressed
in T-shirts and jeans: Pastorius claimed
that sashes, buttons and cummerbunds
impeded his playing.

Pastorius carried all his belongings in
his bass case: a pair of sneakers, two
pairs of corduroy pants — both too short
— two T-shirts and two rubber balls,
which he used for strengthening his
hands and fingers.

In 1973, Pastorius joined the Peter
Graves Orchestra, backing name acts at
Bachelors 10, in Fort Lauderdale. Duc-
ing his stnt there, Pastorius’s first wife,
Tracy, a waitress at the club, told Co-
lomby that she was “married to a bass
player who's the best in the world.”

Colomby had a production deal o
bring acts to Epic Records, and he audi-
tioned Pastorius. “He sat there and
started to fool around,” says Colomby.
“It was something to behold. He was
absolutely amazing.” Colomby brought
Pastorius to New York to record his
firse solo album, which featured some of
Pastorius's favorite musicians: Herbie
Hancock, Wayne Shorter, David San-
bom and Sam and Dave.

Later that year, Pastotius replaced
Alphonso Johnson in Weather Report.
The group’s firse album recorded en-
tirely with Pastorius, Heavy Weather,
which feacured the FM-radio favorite
“Birdland” brought the already well-re-
spected band commerdial success. The
album illustrated the spontneous group
interplay that Weather Report had been
developing for years. Pastorius's fluid
lines and penchant for musical risk cak-
ing pushed the band to a new dhreshold:
his band nickmame was the Catalyst [
remember Jaco, Joe and Wayne
[Shorter] laughing after the shows be-
cause of the ingenious good luck at the
harmonic choices that were being
made,” says drummer Peter Erskine,
who played with Weather Report. “It
was completely open music. . . . These
guys were winging stuff around on an
incredibly high level”

Pastorius was also a catalyst on al-
bums by Pat Metheny, Al DiMeola,
Ian Hunter, Tom Scott, Jimmy Ciff,
Mike Stem and, perhaps most notably,
Joni Mitchell. Pastorius played on four
of her albums. “At die time I began
work with him,” Mitchell says, “I was
having problems with the bozom end of
my music. | had this idea that the bass
should not only anchor the music, by
playing the root, but wander up into the
melody register.” It was’ a style Pastor-
ius had already mastered.

His three solo records — Jaco Pastor-
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ius, Wiord of Mouth and Irvitation — are
further evidence of his bass pyrotech-
nics and his ability to integrate his ideas

into almost any style: rock, country,

pop, calypso or jazz. They also demon-
scrated Pastorius as a forward-thinking
arranger and compaser.

It wasn't long, however, before Pas-
torius began to succumb to the pressure
of trying to surpass his own work. He
was rcportcd]y unable to handle drugs
of any say Pastorius’s real

problems began in 1982. During a Eu-

fopean tour, Pascorius fell from a balco-

.hy in Italy, injuring his left arm and

shoulder so severely that a steel pin had
to be inse 0 help it heal Pror to
his Wiord of Mouth tour of Japan, Pas-
torius threw. tantrums at the Los Ange-
fes airport, whining that he wasn't going
to go. In Osaka, the second night of the
tour, the bassist simply walked off the
stage. While traveling on the counmy’s
bullee erains, Pastorius would draw on
his face — and then the wain's interior -
with a Magic Marker.

New York musicians reported see-
ing Pastorius living as a vagrant in
Greenwich Village. He was a fuure at
the West Fourth Streer basketball
court, where he was not always wel-
come. After fifteen-hour party binges
he would pass out in Central Park, leav-
ing his basses unactended. On at least

two occasions, they were stolen.

Friends eried to help him. They en-
countered a difficult and stubbomn man,
the kind musicians tend to be wary of
on a gig. One of the last bands Pastor-
ius played in was a power trio with gui-:
tarist Hiram Bullock and drummer
Kenwood Dennard. "The only time he
was relatable was when he was actually
playing,” Bullock says.

Pastoriuss drug and alcohol prob-
lems seemed to worsen. He spent most
of the summer of 1986 in the psychiat-
ric ward of Bellevue, a hospital in New
York. On one occasion, Pastorius
called a friend, guitarist Mike Stern,
and told him that he knew even one
beer would send him over the edge.

Stern, himself a former substance
abuser, recalls the time when “I was
worse than him. It was like looking in a
mirror to look at him. I went in a differ-
ent direction. I cooled out, and he
didn’t. He would come up to me and
say, ‘Man, you look great, and I would
say, You want to hear what you gotm
do?’” He knew what was wrong, but he
didn’t want to give chat up.”

Pastorius returned to Florida in early
1987 to "get my Florida sound back,”
he said during one of his last interviews.
There ensued a period of promise. For
several weeks he remained sober,
worked out daily, rehearsed with local

musicians and cut a deal for an elecaic-
bass instrucoon book. Record-company
executives even showed interest in unre-
leased record projects, including one
nearly complete album called Holiday for
Pary, featuning Pastorius’s composidons
for a steel-drum orchestra.

By the end of the summer, Pastorius
had wom out his welcome with family
and friends and took to sleeping in Fort
Lauderdale parks. He was arvested sev-
eral times on charges ranging from
breaking and entering to driving a sto-
len car around a jogging track. Once he
even fell asleep on a set of railroad
racks and, according to friends, didn’t
seem to care.

Pastorius disagreed with those who
said he was self-destructve, laughing ac
that idea earlier chis year during an -
terview in a local park. “I'm not an alco-
holic,” he said “T'm not a drug addict [
am a paruer. | take chances.”

Pastorius was probably just looking
to party with fellow musicians when he
jumped onstage at the Sunrise Musi-
cal Theatre, near Forc Lauderdale,
during an Alphonso Johnson bass solo
at a September 11th Santana concert.
Security guards had no idea who he
was. They escorted him from the
stage and, after a struggle, threw him
outof the hall.

About four hours later, Pastorius

was, face down outside the Midnight
bottle club - in a pool of blood the
police said was “so deep you couldn'c
tell where he was hure.”” Havan, the
club’s manager, told the police he had
gone outside to stop Pastorius from
entering the members-only club, and
then Pastorius took a swing at him.
According to Havan, Pastorius
missed, and the force of the swing
carried him around. Havan says he
then pushed Pastorius, who stumbled
and fell face down on the concrete
pavement. Despite the stroke Pastor-
ius suffered while in the hospital, the
report of the Broward County medical
examiner lists “blunt head trauma” as

Pastorius was buried on September
25th. Survivors include four children,

the cause of death. b

ages five to sixeen, from his two £
¥
!

marriages. At a tribute that nighe,
Metheny mused about his friend's sig-
nificance. “The electric bass was around
for twenty-five years before he came
along, It sounded a whole different way  §
unal he showed up. I always got mad at  §
guys = and still do — when I hear them )
sound too much like Jaco. I think tha

really hurt Jaco a lot, that people would |
just sort of cop his shit. Style ain't
something you get royalties for. If it
was, you know he'd be the richest cat on
the planec” -]

D’Arby

[Con. from 17] melodic nuance of jazz vo-
calists Lke Jon Hendricks and King Pleas-
ure. Although The Hardline occasionally
seems longer on prowess than memorable
mclodies, it is deardy dhe formatve work
of an impommyomgmixwlonuywcﬂ
end up rejuvenating a few earlier vocal
styles and applying them 10 a contempo-
rary context and modem temper.

Still, on the evening of D'Arby’s
American debut, The Hudlne had not yet
been released in the US,, and most of the
audience assembled at the Roxy - which
included numerous industry heavies and
celebs like Madonna and Sean Penn -
hadn't heard much beyord dhe hype thar
acends any new big deal Could D'Asty
dazzle an American crowd largely unfa-
miliar with his work? Or for dhat marter,
would the singer (who has been outspo-
ken in his disdain for Amenica as a “raaise,
sexst, hamophabie, violent socety”) even
seriously try to work his charms here?

As things turned out, D’Arcby
made his case with resounding effec-
tiveness and surprising modesty. Be-
ginning the show with his album’s
opening track, "If You All Get to
Heaven” (about a sinner who moums
the world’s march to extinction), and
flanked by an extraordinarily tight
pop-punk band and backup singers,
the lithe D'Arby planted himself at
the center of the stage and steadily

LONDUON AT

Onstage at the Roxy In Los Angeles, D'Arbyproved he has the right stuff,

moved his way through the song's
grim but hopeful scenario, building
toward a full-throated, high-pitched
roar that was as startling for the sing-
ec's poised delivery as it was for his
passion and dynamics.

[t was as if D’Arby wanted to make
plain his expressive abilities as matter-
of-factly and nontheatrically as possible.
In any event, the effiect was of watching
a man who concentrates on connectng
with every moment in his music, who
appears to want to think and feel his
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way through each song asifhe were
discovering its revelations for the very
first time. Ac the same time his per-
formance was hardly cerebral: when he
slipped into more kinetic material, like
“Dance Litde Sister,” D’Arby pulled
off a series of James Brown-like slides
and Prince-style shimmies that sug-
gested that when the time is ripe, he
can appeal t0 an audience’s earthier
instncts as well.

But D'Arby’s most potent moments
came toward the end of the evening's

program, with a handful of covers.
*“Sexual jealousy is one of the most
powerful emotions known to man,” he
said in a high, almost shaky voice that ;
was a surprising contrast to his fiery §
singing manner. Then he launched into

a spellbinding, hurts-so-good rendition F
of Smokey Robinson and the Miracles' [
“Who's Lovin' You,” which he per- §
formed as if its palnful disclosures had
been written for him and him alone to !
muse over. In the encore, he followed it §
with another soul homagc — a drcamy, ;
high-ranging version of Sam Cooke’s F
“Wonderful World.” And finally, with
a fierce and glecful smile, D'Arby and
his band cast aside all the notions of
hearwaches and dreams and vaulked into
a brutal cover of “Under My Thumb®
that left the Rolling Stones’ best live |
versions hurting. .

In the span of those three covers,

D’Acby seemed to be saying that he un- [
derstood and loved the whole emotiond |
range that rock & roll, at its best, can |
encompass. But he was also saying
something more: tha if he is o wina |
place in this music’s history, he clearly [
expects to master that specqum as ef- §
fecuvely as did the models he reveres s &
those moments, as he was appropriating
indelible songs from the past, Terenct
Trent D'Arby was also serving us wih
fair notice of what we might expect ¢
from the face and the voice of tomor f*
row's best pop music. | B

..
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listed as crltli cal
after altercatlon

By HENEE KRAUSE

Hours after

Musical Theatre, world-renowned bass guitarist Jaco’ B
Pastorius lay unconscious in a pool of his blood outside

1 bar in Wilton Manors.

Pastorius suffered head injuries early: Saturday af-.
:er he took a swing at the manager of the Midnight
Bottle Club, in the 2200 block of Wilton Drive, and the
manager pushed him away, police said.

Pastorius fell to the sxdewalk, butpohce would say

iittle else about the incident. .-

On Tuesday, Pastorius wag in critical co:rdition ina
oma in the surgical intensive care unit at Broward
General Medical Center, a hospxtal spokeswoman said.

Police said Pastorius was refused entry into the club
it 4:20 a.m. because he is not a member:. Pastorius '

"got angry and kicked the front door,” police said.

The manager, who was not.named by police, then
came out and told Pastorius to stop. It was then that
Pastorius tried to hit the manager, policesaid. - .

The investigation into the cause of Pastorius’ inju-

ries was continuing on Tuesday, POhce said. |
Meanwhile, Gregory Pastorius, Jaco s brother, sald
he believes his brother was beate -
“This is very hard for me to-talk: hout,” Gregory
Pastorius said Tuesday night, just before leavmg his
Fort Lauderdale home to.visit - Jaco at_the hospltal :
“There is a police investigation into'it.”
Jaco Pastorius; 85, who grew-up in-South- Florid
and graduated from Northeast High School in Oakland'
Park, is probably best known for his Wwork with the’
vand Weather Report. Over the years, he has worked:
en albums with Joni Mitchel} and Al DiMéola
More recently, though; his
da has been more for'p
his musjcal prowéss
In March 1982, P
a police officer wlﬂl-violen 3
wife in Pompano Bdach

| aoo Pastonus Musxc:an had head injuries.

,:pub]ic i
. picku

Flle photo

While on probation, he was arrested in Key West for
initbxication. and riding nude on the hood of a
‘He also violated his probation by travelingout-

yward County in 1983 without. notxfymg his
offioer .

the' past’ fow months Pastorms has Dot been
come: at: the :Musicians - Exchange Cafe in Fort -
nderdale. “We kind of banned him from here,” em-

ployee Glénn Epstein said. “He tried to force himself

: 'n the s ge when Stanley Turrentine was playing.”

~also: said he- understands that Pastorius,

'pominated for Grammy awards and was

claiiof the Yedr iii Japan in 1982, ha ‘
of Fg uderdale f seVeralqi
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Klttles held W1th0ut ball

By AVIDO D. KHAHAIFA
Staff Writer

Vikki Kittles, who disappeared for
two years after being arrested in 1985
for keeping 42 animals in her Wilton
Manors home, was ordered held without
bail in the Broward County Jail on Mon-
~ day, officials said.

The whereabouts of her elderly moth-
er, Jean Sullivan, remains a mystery.

Kittles, 40, appeared on Monday be-
fore Broward County Court Judge Geof-
frey Cohen. He determined there was
probable cause for her to remain jailed
without bond. She was returned on Sun-
"~ day to Broward from the Manatee
County Jail.

Manatee County officials, with the

help of a private investigator hired by
Kittles’ sister-in-law, found and arrest-
ed Kittles on Sept. 4in Ellenton near
Bradenton.

She was living in a van with 35 to 40
dogs and cats, police said. The Manatee
County Sheriff’s Office is investigating
the disappearance of her mother, who
left Wilton Manors with her.

‘“We don’t really have anything.
We're still looking at it,” said Dave

Bristow, spokesman for the Manatee:

County Sheriff’s Office.
Sullivan’s daughter-in-law, Carol Kit-

tles, is trying to persuade Broward offi-

cials to investigate the disappearance.
She plans to meet with deputies today to

- file a missing person report, she said.

Carol Kitt_les, who was married to

Vikki’s brother, Rex, when he d1ed in

March, had tried to file a missing per- -

son report in Wilton Manors on Monday;,

but police there said they.could not help :
her because Vikki Kittles and her moth- :

er left the city two years ago.

Police had been searching for Vlkkl

Kittles since late 1985 after she was ar-

rested for failing to appear in court that =~

September on a charge of animal cruel-
ty and was released on bail. She also had

failed to show up for her origina’l trial -

date, Aug. 6.

Kittles was first arrested on May 18,
1985, at her Wilton Manors home, where
she had kept two horses, three cats and

37 dogs. She also is accused of threaten-.
-ing a neighbor with a gun.

L Tues

SeeT. 15: 1987

Vikki Kittles
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' police s_gd :Several pieces *

Pohce nabbed an\alleged “of jewelry were taken from

" ‘burglar" last- week who - luspockets pohcesaxd '
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Howard was v1sually‘
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:_Detective Shotwell and .
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Obscemty arrests take pressures of f pohce

With a great sense of purpose, polla 1.}
Fort Lauderdale, Wiiton Manors and
Margate have been cracking down on
video stores carrying obsceoe materials.

in Sunrise, one city official has
rahed a volice of dissensjon. Counci
President Steve Effman has called bust-
ing video stores “a total waste of time.”
B 4 A waste of time? Run‘hyo:low

WA Effman thinks police dbespmd-
“We sbould concentrate on crlml

nl acts lnch as and en car theft,
s bmnkms tedng. dmg

Unfortunnkely I think Effman has missed the point. Pallee
officers are not cracking down on video stores due to a strong
dezire to protect, serve and uphold state pornography laws.

Thqm&cﬁudonquduwamddm

You see, police officers have very stresxful, -demanding
puumqwmmumeg;mﬁmtm
murderers, robbders, would oy
qﬂtmmmwouldwebe?

8o, 1t is well-known In law enforcement circles that an ac-

ﬁv!tymchumeﬂngdo-nmvldeo:tomhmmﬂal
plrtofmlu&inluahulthypoﬂce orce.
Beanelthloeuynndmmuchfmtoem:kdownon

.Cbewlng the m with Iellowotﬂoa'u

. xﬂ&mm.mmm.mua« \

obscenity, ft provides a break in the otherwise brutal pres--
sures of the job.

A waste of time? Hardly, Mr. Effman.

In fact, I can demounstrate that cracking down on video
stores is vital to the good morale and physical conditioning of
your average police officer.

What I did was take a normal police activity and calculat-
ed a stress quotient, taking into account the officer’s heart
rate, blood pressure, number of calories burned and whether
he or she enjoys watching blue moviex.

In the following chart, the activity is Usted in the left col-
umn,tbemeqquoumtontheﬂghtlngenml,themgher
the quotient, the more stressful and dangerocs the activity:

HEALTHY POU(EACI’N]TIES
Cracking
Taking a nap after I

Taking a do, veak .............. o
Envi.ng: beer‘h:lth the boys/girls.................. O

NOT-SO-HEALTHY POLICE ACTIVITIES
Calling wife/hubby to say bello.....................
wait for gpeeders ................

:Gemucbewedmtbylagmm

Agpearing in court to defend a citauon
Doing paperwork for police reports . ........
Reading newspapers ...............c......

. DANGE!OUSPOU(EACHV!TIB
Wa the video, Wanda Does Wastington . ........
Chasing onfoot ........... .
Watching the videa, ly Stripers
andercover bust

M
with fleeing saspects

'w.umg! % Vide, Deep THEGRE . ..........o...e.. 2800

It c¢an be ncen conclusively that cracking down em the

. mu:heumymogmdomwwmm‘u
imagins

tion be called a waste of time. -
On the other hand, it also can be seen that if afficery
happmtowatchwmeoﬁhueohnemem

wﬂhthernl mmﬂym&hvem’wmﬁ
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ARREST /from 1A
tlés Friday night with the help of a

Miami private investigator -hired -

by Carol Kittles, Sullivan's

daughter-in-law. Wells said au- :

thorities searched the - van, - the
shack and the nearby properties
lookin

tion about her mother.

-“She’s just still missing.. There‘ :

may be something more to- this,”
Wells said, adding that a. homicide

‘ detective has been called into the

case. He said Kittles had been “less
than cooperative with us.” °

Kittles used the back of the

white station wagon as a kennel
for at least four dogs, and stored
:-pound sacks of Purina Dealer’s.

ride dog food on the front seat.
Nine large mongrels were led

yelping and straining on choke

“pulls Saturday as Manatee County
Animal Control officers hauled -

them from the van, which also had

been turned

kennel.
In" all,

quarter-acre lot in Ellenton, a
remote area just north of Braden-
ton. :
Manatee County Sheriff’s Maj
Newton Murdock said authorities
-are holding Vikki Kittles without

bond on Broward warrants for-
two counts of aggravated assault,
battery and improper exhibition of . .-
a.deadly weapon. At least one of -
tliose warrants. was issued . in.

connection with an argument she
had with a Wilton Manors neigh-
bor, whom she allegedly threat-
ened with a gun.

;Carol Kittles,.
Kendall with -her 13-year-old son,
said she hired the private investi-

gétor in June. She has not seen or .

talked to Vikki Kittles or to
Sullivan in almost two years.
Cérol was married to Vikki’'s
brother, Rex Klttles. ‘who dled in
March.

The detective. Kent Gllpm. has

for Sullivan, but Kittles -
has refused to give any in_forma- o

mto a makeshift_

) _detectives found more
than 40 dogs and cats on- the .

_-October . - trial.

who lives_-.in

been tracmg the  pair since May,
Carol Kittles said. He finally found
them after Vikki Kittles purchased
a station wagon that she used to

“tow her van — and her animals.
My concern is for my mother- .

in-law, and it has been from the
beginning,” Carol Kittles said.
“My husband died in March, and I
have been looking for them for
‘several months.” - -

- Two - years ago, Vikki Klttles

- became the nemesis of her Wilton
‘Manors neighborhood after - resi-

'dents complained of the noise and

" smellat her home at 1818 NE 27th
st

Shunned by her nelghbors. Vik-

ki Kittles often complained of -
. conspiracies against her. She once

told a judge that she ‘stabled two

“Appaloosa horses in her bedroom

to protect them from being poi-
soned by the enemy.

“Many times when we would go

up to Fort Lauderdale, there were
animals everywhere. Once the

“ bathroom. was full of sea gulls,”

'Carol Kittles said. ~
In May 1985, Vikki Kittles was

.charged with cruelty to animals,

and -her band of animals was
hauled away by authorities. How-

-_ever,.she failed to show up for her
She vanished, a

fugitive, and her. mother, whose
Social Security check was their
only known means of support,

‘ disappeared with her.

“The amusement “quickly - fades
‘when -you- think of the elderly

"woman- who' out of fear. was

trying to help Vikki and left' with
her;” Carol Kittles said. “I hope
we can fmd her. It's beyond
upsetting.”

-In.the 'van where she lived in
Ellenton," Vikki Kittles used an

oscillating fan, which sent  the

Stench. .of dog -fur. and: feces

swirling through the van. She had.

hooked an orange extension cord

from .a power line. to the van and -
‘had a five-inch TV. She drew her

water from a garden hose.
The dogs ‘defecated beneath her

--case

L -4'77

bed, and slept alongside her on the-
narrow cot, authorities said. . -

“I wouldn't treat a dog like

that,” Detective Ned Foy said as

-he ‘waited for the animals to be

fugltlve held |

Miami Herald
Vikki Kittles, who fled. Broward County animal cruelty

charges, leads horse from Wilton Manors houseé in 1985.

- removed - from  thé - vans:

Knight-Ridder News Service re-
porter~Marty Rosen in Bradenton
contrfbuted to thzs report i




Homeowm
Shoots
©S uspected

~ Robber
" ByVikkiAlexander
An Wilton:-Manors rési-
dentshot analleged burglar
in the chest last week
' pollcesald .

JeromeLovett ofthe 2100' -

block of NE 27 Dr. in Wilton

Maﬁors fired twice at anin-. - _

truder identified by police -

as-James C. McClendon, 21,
hxttmg him i in the chest

Accordmg to pohce .
- Lovett awoke to find the
suspect in his bedroom. and

thesubject lunged at Lovett _

: before bemgshot

Polxce reports mdlcated
that the suspect was recent-
lyreleased from prlson

McClendon--desplte 3

oo e

being shot--managed to -

escape the scene, but police

_said they followed a tlfaﬂ of o

blood tofind him.

i e



Resident
shoots
1ntruder

‘_Burg‘lary Suspect
“undergoes surgery

By STEPHEN d’OLIVEIRA '
t-i. - SlaH Writer

WIL'I‘ON MANORS — A homeowner

awakened by the sounds of a burglar
rummaging through his bedroom shot
and wounded him Wednesday morning
 with a revolver he keeps on his water-
bed, police said.
.. The intruder was shot in the chest
about 4:28 a.m. with a .38-caliber re-
volver by Jerry Lovett, 56, 2 marine en-
gineer who lives alone. in his waterfront
home in the 2100 block of Northeast
27th Terrace, Police Sgt. Donald Riden-
our said.

*'To see someone in your bedroom is
an unbelievable sight,” Lovett said.
“I'm just.a, citizen. This is my castle.
This ismyhome and, damn it, in my bed
1 was being attacked."”

Police identified the suspect as
James C. McClendon, 21, of the 400
block of Northwest FxrstTerrace Deer-
field Beach. He was listed in serious
" condition after undergomg surgery at a
‘ Fort Lauderdale hospital.

charges won't be filed against Lovett-
Police, however, did press burglary
char!gs against McClendon.
- -2 “If someone breaks into my house, he
.beuer have made his-peace with the.
1. Lord Police Chief Bernard Scott said..
Lovett ‘a gun collector who occasion-
ally prachces target shoonng was visi-
>:bly shaken-on Wednesday.
< I'm ot happy I dld it, “but he just
hiappened to be in the wrong place at the
- wrong time,"” he said. *I'm glad I didn't
~kill him. I was thrust into a position
" where I had to defend my life, Nobody
wants to shoot anybody."”

Police said McClendon entered Lo-
vett's home; in a quiet neighborhood on
the shores of the north fork of the Mid-
dle River, after cutling through a
- screen with a- s.azor blade and climbing
» through 'a-Florida room window.

ter .. consplhqg with the Broward .
ttorney’s:OfticesRidenour - said: -

Police said McClendon took about §4

rln cash _from- a kifchen countet before

entering the bedroom, where ‘Lovett
was sleeping. ’

Lovett, a light sleeper, said he woke
and saw McClendon crouching near his
bedside nightstand. He then reached for
the gun he keeps tucked between.the
headboard and the mattress.

“I knew I bad'to get the gun,” Lovett
said. "I knew my life was in danger. [
had to keep my cool. As far as I was con-

“ cerned, he was armed.”

When MéClendon became aware Lo-’
vett was awake, Lovett said, the suspect

““lunged” at him. In the dark bedroom,
" Lovett said he could see only “shapes"

and a "blob.”

Lovett said he thought McClendon

was holding an object. He said police-
later found a dish towel in the bedroom
that McClendon had removed from the
kitchen. McClendon hadn't been carry-.
ing a gun, police said.
- Lovett said he fired one shot at
McClendon when he lunged at him from
three feet away. Not knowing if he hit
him, Lovett said, he fired a second shot
as McClendon Tled the bedroom.

After being shot, the bleeding
McClendon left.-Lovett's house and

- walked about one block east on North-

east 27th Drive. Police followed the
trail of blood and found him.
Ridenour said Lovett’s first shot went

* ‘through McClendon's chest and arm.

The second shot missed McClendon al-
together, he said. .

“Iam not a hero,” said l.ovett an Air
Force veteran. "This was a llfe-and-
death situation. I had no alternative but

, to defend myself.”

Lovett, a New York City native, has
lived in Broward County for 17 years.
*I think it's great,” said neighbor

" Sheryl Wunsch. “‘He did the only posst-

ble lhmg Maybe it'll deter somebody
else.”

The Broward Sheriff’s Office said
McClendon was arrested on Nov. 16,
1982, on armed burglary and grand
theft charges; on Oct. 28, 1985, on grand
theft and probation violation charges;
and on Dec.. 22, 1986, on charges of bur-
glary of an occupied dwelling and grand
theft in Deerfield Beach.
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ice accuse friend, Wlfe

in Slaylng of park ranger

By EMILIA ASKARI
Herald Staff Writer

Originally, police believed Patricia James’
story about a mysterious robber who wandered
into her quiet Wilton Manors neighborhood last
month "and strangled her husband, Bernie
James, a popular state park ranger.

As the investigation wore on, however, the
wife’s story broke down. On Thursday, she was
booked into Broward County Jail on charges of

“being an accessory to her husband’s murder
after the fact. . -

A friend of the family, Timothy Ott, was
charged with committing the murder. He told

police that he bludgeoned and strangled Bernie
James because the ranger had been physically
abusing his own children.

Sheriff’s deputies and the state Department
of Health and Rehabilitative Services are:
investigating that allegation and other aspects
of the case, sheriff’s Sgt. Tom Carney said.

Ott, -a dispatcher for Atlantic Inter-City
Ambulance Service, was being held without bail
in the Broward County Jail. Patricia James, 36,
was being held on $5,000 bail.

Arrest affidavits prepared by Carney and -

FRi,

Please turn to ARREST /9BR
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Wife’s tale
fabrlcated
pollce say

Story of murder
doesn t hold u

RREST / from 1BR

sheriff’s detective Don
&carbrough gave this account of
howJames died:

On the night of March 24,
. Berme and Patricia James drove to
Qtt’s home at 1730 NE 13th St.
Apt. A in Fort Lauderdale. ;

1 Bernie and Ott got into a fight
- detectives . won’t say about
what.

J- Y

“ Patricia, an unemployed office

' worker, went to the bathroom.
" While she was there, Ott hit

Qerme in the back of the head -

with a blunt object as he sat in a

body back out
to Bernie’s car
and propped it
. up on the front
passenger seat.

When Patri-
cia returned,
Ott told  her
what he had

St. in Wilton
Manors. There,
she took her husband’s wallet out
of his pocket, removed the cash,
and threw it on the driveway to

simulate. a robbery. Then she

called police with a story about a

man who supposedly Kkilled her |

husband — after asking him for a

light — as the victim was return-

ing from a nearby 7-Eleven store.
Patricia and Ott both confessed

during follow-up interviews |

Wednesday, according to arrest
affidavits.

living room chair. Then Ott told"
detectives that he strangled Bernie
with wire and rope, dragged the .

Carney said Ott had kiiown the
James couple for- ““a shart:amount
of time.” The detective declined to .
say how the three had met; or why'
Patricia would lie to protect Ott.

Bernie had three children ages 6, |-
7 and 8 from a previous marriage. -
Patricia -adopted the: chlldren sev-.|

‘eral years ago.

Bernie's former co-workers

~were shocked -by the news of

Patricia’s arrest and by Ott’s
allegations' against Bernie;

“I was wanting to hear ‘that
they’d arrested - someone, but I
wasn’t anxious to hear this kind of
news,” said John Griner, a ranger

“ at John U..Lloyd state park in"

Dariia, wheré Beriiie worked: initil*]
he -was reass:gned to: ‘Jonathan

. Dickinson state park near Fort

Pierce a few months before hlS
death. “He was real nice people.”
“Good God almighty,” . said a |
woman ‘who answered the: phone’
at Mac’s Towing in Dania, where
Bernie worked full-time before
becoming ‘a ranger three years.
ago. At the time of his death, he
was still working part-time for the
company, said the woman, who
refused to identify herself. -
“He was the kindest, gentlest

-man’ that you ever knew,” the

woman added. “He had three of
the best kids you’ve ever seen. He
would never, never do a thing like

_that [assault children].”

At Patricia’s hearing. Thursday.-y
afternoon before magistrate. Judge:|
June Laran  Johnson, Patricia’s
mother dabbed. her eyes:with a |
pink tissue before dissolving "in‘
tears and fleeing the courtroom
when a reporter inquired. about“'

_her daughter.

Patricia said little before the"
judge as she tried to hide her face'_

from a photographer.

“As far as I know, she was a
good mother and a good person,”
her attorney, Douglas J. Glaid,
said later. “It was a very ‘normal
relationship and marriage.”

Patricia’s brother, Mike Dona~
hue, sat stonily on a courtroom
bench in a dark, pmstnped suit.
On the day after Bernie’s murder,
Donahue had described his. broth-
er-in-law as “just the nicest guy
you ever met. A real sweetheart.”
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Vietnam veteran, was a ranger at Jona-
By TE?&'.L'W'CK than Dickinson State Park near Fort
i' o Pierce. He previously had worked at

eld in Manors

asked him for'a llght for a ciganette
‘Based on the wifé’s description, a po-
lice artist sketched a picture of the “as-

; Moments aéter mranﬁg:& BL:naard " John U. Lloyd State Park near Dania. sagant ” Police . circulated the .photo
ames was stran, a uder- ' and began investiga ‘the case. :
dale a ent last month,. his" wife »mghﬁgrimg% %;rimogl‘e But neighbors told. '

- drove his body back.to their:home in - she removed the contents of his wallet ~heard L

‘Wilton Manors — then called police to :: co
report he had ‘3 rob- ».20d Pplaced.the: em

i3 rah- ty _allet on the
bery outside the bome, pollice  sald on " Sheritt's detectives said.

Patﬂma James, 36, of the 800 block  Then, while ber husband's body was

of P'Jl?hrthwest 2:ith S&eet, was charged .slumped in the front seat, she went in-

- on. Thursday with R

marder in the deam ﬁmﬁmd

S.he told ponce her husband was ap

P..James
ames: over how he mistreated the

- Ot

d James’ previous marriage

Ject was a baseball bat, he said.
After initially fabricating details

Timoth 32, of Fort Laudexﬂale,. - '
was chzrggi'mth first-degret. . proached outside their. home by a 6-foot >Hved with the couple.
: Black.man with a medigm Afro, who " SEE MURDER /58
MURDER

Two charged
with murder
of Manors man

The reason for Ott’s m&r&t in
James’ children was unclear offi-
cers said.

“Ott slipped up behind James as
he sat-in a living room chair, struck
him once with a blunt object and
then strangled him with a length of

of her husband’s death, Patricia
James this .week told detectives
“she went to use the bathroom and
when she came out, her husband
was in thecar, already dead,” Cro-.
lius said.

Ott and James remained in the
Broward County Jail on Thursday.
If convicted, Ott faces a maximum
sentence of death, and James faces
up to five years imprisonment and
a $5,000 fine.




State park rangei' strangled

‘near his Wllton Manor

THURS. 178REH, 9&, /957

By EMILIA ASKARI
Herald Staff Writer. -

WILTON MANORS — A" state

park ranger was strangled near:his

home - after being accosted by a
stranger while returning from a
trip to buy groceries, pollce sald
- Wednesday.

Robbery. may - ‘have been the
“motive for the murder in a quiet -

neighborhood between Andrews
Avenue and Nort}'lwest Sixth Ave.
nue, said Sgt. Donald Ridenour.
“It’s just like any other place,”
Ridenour said. “In this day ~and
"age, you've got to keep looking
over your shoulder. If you don’t,
you haven’t been listening to the
news or reading the papers or
watching TV.”
* Bernie . James,
-returned from a.trip to a 7-Eleven

at ‘Andrews Avenue and North- .
weést 29th Street when a stranger -

approached his beige, one-story
house on Northwest 29th street.
As ~James a ranger at

37, had just-

. Jonathan Dxckmson State Park.
‘near Fort Piercé — handed-a sack

of milk and bread to his wife, -
Patricia, the. stranger asked for a

light, according to police and the(
- victim’s
‘Donahue.

brother-in-law,.

James, who :did not smoke, told

- Patricia to go inside to put the

groceries away, Donahue said. She .

obeyed after getting a good look at
_the stranger — a black man about

six feet tall, 160 pounds, with a

medium Afro and missing or!

decaying front teeth. He wore
dark, ‘tight-fitting- pants and a
light-colored shirt.

About. 15 minutes later, Patr1c1a :

wondered what was keeping her

" husband. She  stepped outside to:

find his body slumped over in the.
front seat of his car, Donahue said.

The money from James’ wallet :
was missing, as. well as a gold -
chain with a cross-shaped pen-

. dant, Donahue said.

Pohce were Stlll seékmg the

Mike

" former
around the ‘corner from his moth- :

“suspect Wednesday night. - '

 ““Bernie was just the micest guy
you ever met,” Donahue said. “A .
. real_sweetheart. Bernie wquldnr. o
"hurt a fly. He loved to-be oiitside

and he loved working with' kids,”
‘James, who ~was' preyiously

married, had three children:of hlS"_, -

ages 6 and 7. :

James and hlS famxly moved mto‘

the Wilton Manors house -

- where Patricia’s parents had: hved .

for many years — when'Patricia’s

‘father died of a heart attack:about

six months ago, Donahue said.

~said Donahte, -‘a
paramedic

my family,”

- “I've got a black cloud follgw-i‘ng :

who !lives

er. When Patricia found: James’

body, she called:Donahue for help :

-“I gave. h1m CPR, but there ‘was

just, no way to get him statted,
~again,”

‘Donahue “said. “He was
gone.”

James, an ex-Marme and Vlet-

s home |

Police released this composne ‘
- of slaying suspect.: B

" 'nam veteran, had lived in the Fort

Lauderdale area -for- about five

- years, Donahue:said. He had also

worked as a ranger at John U..

- Lloyd state park. near Dania.

~ Services ' are -scheduled for 2
p.m. Saturday at Kalis Funeral

‘Home, 2505 N. Dixie nghway in,

Wilton ‘Manors.

Anyone ‘with information about

‘the crime or the suspect. is’ asked

to call' Wilton Manors police at

566-1556 or sheriff’s homicide:
- detectives. at 765-8900.



‘Navarro calling halt
to deputy program

i
_ \
By EMILIA ASKARI the program has “gotten out of |
Herad Staff Writer  congrol® with cities failing to . |
. Sheriff Nick Navarro, increas- notify the sheriff’s office before !
ingly at odds with Broward’s their officers use their municipal - |
: pollge chiefs, said Thursday that deputy status. : T ]
- he is ending a 7-year-old pro-  That was the case ‘Saturday
gram that gives countywide ar- ' night, Navarro. said, when an" ‘
rest powers to some local police undercover Wilton Manors  offi- ;
officers. ‘ _ cer acting as a municipal deputy |
_Broward’s sheriff has tradi- traveled to Fort - Lauderdale, %
“tionally ‘“‘cross-deputized” a bought a Cadillac from a suspect- |
-handful of officers from each of ed car thief, pulled his gun to .
the county’s police departments. make an arrest and was fired on :
' These municipal deputies have five times by a backup Fort
the same arrest powers through- Lauderdale officer who mistook
out the county that they would the undercover officer for the

normally have only ‘in their

Navarro said Thursday that

FRY
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| Na;vafro .‘-n'iy_;ing
deputy program

after shooting

DEPU:I‘Y /from 1BR
: , suspect.

No one was hurt in the incident,
which is under investigation by
detectives from Fort Lauderdale,
Wilton Manors and the sheriff’s
office. , = ,

Becauske the Wilton Manors offi-
cer was acting as a municipal
deputy, Navarro said, the sheriff
could have been held responsible if
the officer had ‘been injured or

- killed. :

“There is a problem of iiability :

that occurs in these matters,”
Navarro said. “I am the sheriff of -
the county and a constitutional
- officer. The buck stops here. Any
action by the deputy is an action
by me... : o

“I don’t want to create any more
problems between this office and .
¥ <the chiefs of police, ‘but if they '

< take that atti-'

- I'm

fessionalism.”
Broward’s

earlier
this year to cen-
Navarro
after he wrote

Navarro ;g that he
,would “re-evaluate” the municipal
"deputy program if the mayors
approved a muLt.ugl aid pact pro-

‘tude, let that be -
‘I'm- not"
pop---

police  chiefs

L

Eventually, the pact_could have
made the municipal deputy pro-
gram obsolete by extending mu-

- nicipal” officers™ arrest powers to.

all cities-signing the document.
- So far, all but -a "handful of

. Broward’s cities have signed the

pact, which most: police depart-
ments_have not yet put into effect.
Navarro has declined to sign it,

" saying ‘it would do him -no.-good

because his deputies already have
countywide arrest powers. .
Plantation Police ‘Chief Morris:
Meek; president of the Broward
Police Chiefs’ ‘Association; said the
sheriff's action Thursday was not
entirely unexpected. . .. .
“I guess he finally found an

. excuse” -to cancel the municipal.

deputies’ program, Meek said.
“What can I say? It’s unfortunate
because it will- affect the unin-
corporated areas most . ... With his

" attitude, I think the only thing we

can. do is ask. ‘the legislative
delegation_to make the mutual aid
agreement a state law.” . )
State Rep. Jack Tobin, D-Mar-
gate, said the delegation would be

- happy to discuss-the'idea with the -
chiefs at a planned April 2

breakfast meeting. -
Fort 'Lauderdale Deputy Chief
Joe Gerwens was fuming over the

sheriff’s :latest action. "

“He’s done a disservice to every
police department,” Gerwens said.
“It’s. going . to make it difficult to-

follow up cases in the unincorpo-

rated area” that abuts Fort Lau-

. derdale’s Northwest section. -

Added Fort Lauderdale Mayor
Bob Cox - at his own afternoon

" press conference: “In my opinion,

the sheriff is shooting from the hip
and may possibly be shooting
himself in the foot.”’ 3-/3-57
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Navarro takes away badges

By JONATHON KING
Staff Writer

Citing a lack of control, communica-
tion and delegation of authority in
Broward’s Municipal Deputy Program,
Sheriff Nick Navarro on Thursday be-
gan recalling 120 sheriff’s badges that
gave city officers countywide jurisdic-
tion as law enforcement officers.

“After conferring with my legal ad-

'visers and supervisory personnel, the
consensus was to take back the badges
and discontinue the program,” Navarro
said during a news conference.

“Crime will be fought in Broward
County as it always has, and I will con-
. tinue to respond to any requests by any
other agency for assistance. But the
- clear lines of responsibility, and liabil-
ity, will now be drawn.”
Within the last several years, the Mu-
" nicipal Deputy Program, begun under
former Sheriff George Bresher, had
come in direct conflict with a county-
wide Mutual Aid Agreement backed by
‘the Broward County Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation.

Under the agreement officers’s in-
vestigation and arrest powers are ex-
panded beyond their city’s boundaries
to include all municipalities that sign
the document. Most of the county’s po-

lice agencies have entered into the Mu-

iff’s deputies are the only local law
enforcement officers who can make ar-
rests throughout the county. .

In making his announcement, Na-
varro cited a shooting incident last
weekend in which a' Wilton Manors offi-
cer, who had been deputized through the
sheriff’s program, was shot at by a Fort
Lauderdale officer during an undercov-
er operation. ’

No one was injured in the shootmg,
but investigators were unable to deter-
mine after the incident whether the Wil-

ton Manors officer was acting as a mu-. -

nicipal deputy or under the Mutual Aid
Agreement.

“T spent several sleepless nights just
thinking about what we would have
been up against if, God forbid, that offi-

* cer would have been severely injured or
killed,” Navarro said. “I have the re-

sponsibility for everyone who carries

that sheriff’s badge and-I will have to .

answer if that deputy is injured on the
street.’

Although he said ‘the quéstion of lia-
bility was secondary, Navarro agreed
that legal responsibility entered into his
decision to disband the program. -

Navarro’s decision to eliminate the
deputy program was expected by the
county’s chiefs of police.

““It really comes as no syrprise,” said .

police of ficers

- tual Aid Agreement, but currently sher-

Plantation Police Chief Morris Meek,
who is head of the Police Chiefs Associ-
ation. “I think the sheriff was just look-
ing for an excuse to do this.”

“It’s unfortunate, but nothing we
didn’t expect,” said Fort Lauderdale
Deputy Chief Joe Gerwens. “It’s unfor-
tunate because if you have problems
with a program, you correct the prob-
lems. You don’t throw out a good pro-

-gram.”

Gerwens said dlsbandlng ‘the pro-

. gram will particularly hurt drug inves-
- tigations in northwest Fort Lauderdale,

which borders on the sheriff’s jurisdic-
tion.

“It’s definitely going to hamper our

- effort,” Gerwens said. “To what degree

remains to be seen.”

Meek said that the Mutual Aid Agree-
ment should serve the cities’ jurisdic-
tional needs and that the lack of depu-
tized officers would not prevent

“sticking our necks out” in unincorpo-
rated areas.

“If there’s a problem we’re not going

"to turn our backs,” Meek said. “We’re

all still in the law enforcement busi-
ness.”

Navarro was censured i in January by
the Police Chiefs Association for trying
to kill the organization’s proposed aid
agreemfnt.

“Crime will be fought'in |
Broward County as. it.
always has, and 1 will

Vs oo Ty e e

‘continue to respond to: ‘any -

requests by any othef:

~agency for assistance. .ﬁut’ |

the clear lines of .,
responsibility, and et

liability, will now be,
drawn.”

- Sheriff ‘Nick Navarré_zf,

-



Offlcer»reasmgned
-in shootmg inquiry

bitectlve'Mark Shotwell'for ‘a car

By JONATHON KING

Staff Writer . . .
FORT LAUDERDALE Ac1ty

hots Wilto 0

- _police officer who' mnstakenly fired -

theft suspect.

.Harrington, acting as a.uni-

formed backup. officer during.the
operation, saw 'Shotwell draw “a
weapon to make an arrest andflred
‘at the detective. - ‘

said Monday. “It obvmusly could

* have been dlsastrous, like the Mi-

ami deal last mont
On Feb. 27, two Metro-Dade Offl-

. cers were wounded and a suspect
- was killed by police bullets during

a reverse drug sting in north Dade

- County that erupted in gunfire and

" confusion. Both officers are recov-
- ering from their wounds. _
. -Saturday’s ‘operation had been ;

. set up - to arrest. Michael Arthur
- Martin as he sold a stolen Cadillac -
~_to Shotwell in a parking lot:in the '
400 block of Seabreeze Boulevard,

police said. After the tape-recorded

transactlon took pIace, off:cers*

. for his service weapon, Harrington "

" we did make siire everyone was -

< : tlons »
“I just thank God he was a: bad -

shot and no one was hurt,” Shotwell -
_ Lauderdale pohce spokesman Ott

'shootmg team is investigating to

"while working outside his city, the

'the.incident; Sherlff s Office

moved in to. make the arrest:
When - Shotwell began to reach

‘mistook him for the «;uspect draw- :
ing-a-weapon and fired.
_“Tt all-happe

than Martm, who is stocky, clé'ﬁn-_ |
‘cut, “and looks like a'cop.”” : -~ |
“I probably would have' made the |
mistake. too,” Shotwell-said. “But”|

briefed on clothmg and deecrlp-‘

‘Harrington was put on office
duty for at least three days, Fort

Cefkin said. :
"As standard procedure, a pohce

determine if there was any crimi- -
nal wrongdoing in the incident.
That investigation will be followed
by an internal affairs review to de-
termine if Harrington violated any -
police rules and regulations.
Because Shotwell was acting as a
‘Broward County: municipal deputy

-‘Broward - Sheriffs Office is also
'contemplatmg an investigation of

spokesman George Crolius said.
mnnc.H pl2)

4
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Cop shoots at cop during arrest

By STEVEN GIRARDI
E Staff Writer

FORT LAUDERDALE — A Fort

Lauderdale police officer who mistook
a Wilton Mahnors detective for a sus-
pected car ‘thief fired five shots at him
in an undercover operation that went
awry, police said.

No one was hurt ifi the Saturday night
incident, Fort Lauderdale pohce
spokesman Ott Cefkin said.

The shooting by officer Charles Har-
rington, a three-year member of the po-
lice force, is under investigation by the

department, Cefkin said.

The incident began with a meeting at
6:30 p.m. between Wilton Manors detec-
tive Mark Shotwell and a suspected car
thief. Shotwell arranged to meet the
marn at a charter boat parking lot in the
400 block of Seabreeze Boulevard
where he was to buy the suspect’s 1987
Cadillae Seville, Cefkin said.

The car was reported stolen.on Fri-
day from the Southport Shopping Cen-
ter on Southeast 17th Street in Fort
Lauderdale, he said.

Two Fort Lauderdale offlcers Har-
rington and Sgt. Greg Kridos, were as-

signed to back up the operatlon They

waited outside while Shotwell, equipped .

with an electronic listening device, ar-
ranged the deal, Cefkin said.

. But Shotwell, who had never met the
suspect, could not give Fort Lauderdale

- officers a description of the man before

the meeting, Cefkin said.

Minutes later, after negotiating the
sale, Shotwell gave the signal for the
Fort Lauderdale officers to move in..

Kridos walked toward Shotwell, drew
his gun and pointed it at the suspect,
Cefkin said. Shotwell, dressed in street

" clothes, also drew his revolver and vtook

-+

a sudden step backward Cefkin added.

But Harrington, who did not know .
Shotwell, mistook him for the thief, Cef-
kin said. He pulled his gun, yelled
“Don’t do it,” and fired five shots at the
bewildered detective, Cefkin said. -

Two. shots hit a curb in front of
Shotwell, two others hit a tree behind-
the detectlve and the last shot hit a met-
al fence, Cefkin said.

Wheri the shooting was over, Shotwell
arrested Michael Arthur Martin, 32, of
North Carolina, who was charged with

grand theft auto and dealing in stolen

property, Cefkin said.
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Hero is tired of praise,

but it keeps on coming

By DARRELL EILAND
Herald Staff Writer

Everybody except Richard
“Rocky" Nesbitt thinks he is a
hero.

Shortly after Thanksgiving,
his school held a ‘“Rocky Nes-
bitt Day'' celebration. His par-
ents told him how proud they
were of him. And Wednesday
mormning, Sheriff Nick Navarro
presented the 13-year-old Wil-
ton Manors boy with a plaque
at the sheriff’s monthly staff
meeting at the Plantation Holi-
day Inn.

Rocky said he's sick of the
attention he has received since
he saved 15-year-old Patricia
Augustine’s life in late Novem-
ber.

“I'm not a hero anymore. It's
over,” he said Wednesday:

There was a lot of cqinci-
dence involved in what hap-
pened that day, he said. For one
thing, he had been suspended
from school for misconduct.

Because of that, Rocky’s
father, Richard Roberts, told
Rocky he could not ride his
sitver dirt bike tc school any-
mOore

So. Rocky was walking that
morning on his way to Sunrise

Middie School in Fort Lauder-
dale when he saw three girls he
knew walking to school. He
joined the group.

Near Colohatchee Park in
Wilton Manors, the group de-
cided to take a shortcut across
the railroad trestle in the 2000
block of Old Dixie Highway.

Part of the way across, they
heard a train coming. Rocky
and two of the girls jumped off
the trestle. Augustine panicked
and fell from the trestle eight
feet into shallow water. She
broke a leg and an arm and was
drowning.

““She was wailing and
screaming and no one else
knew how to swim, so in I go
and bring her to the bank,”
Nesbitt said.

Augustine is still in Broward
General Medical Center, recu-
perating from her injuries.

The boy's parents thought
what he did was great, Rocky
said, and he was glad to do it
But now he wants to put it
behind him.

“He's been verv quiet abou:
the whole thing.,”" Sunrise As.
sistan? Principal Doug lscovit:
said. “He doesn't go aréund
bragging about it at all ™~

: B -ty 3 i
BOB EiGHMIE / Misrn: Heruid StaH

Sheriff Nick Navarro gave Richard ‘Recky’ Né‘sbitt an award
for saving a 15-year-old classmate.




; owever, xt was also dumb
trested two suspects, Jerome-A. Jones

_ust ‘Have. fxgured nobody would be
] -Wuse everybody was out on patrol,”
r“: 0li . Officer David Jones. “We were just
15 3 1 bére The: fightplace. at the right time.”

im,;James Lounsrgnau 60, of Wilton
id he always Tigured the neighborhood

e flceZ passmg through

T'will iow: I was right behind the‘
D@Weqstation, less than a block away,”.

“LoltsIgnay said.
N ti healso said the robbers figured wrong
hey tried to pull off a muggmg near 2100

\_‘.he»safest arouhd because of all the -

~ Wilton Drive, just a short distance from the police
station at 524 NE 21st Ct.

- “The Wilton Manors police did an excellent
]Ob ” Louisignau said. “That was the quickest

_ _thmg I've ever seen. They did a-tremendous job.”

Louisignau said he was washing his car when

. theé two robbers came up from behind him and hit

him on the head, apparently with some kind of
wooden club or stick.

“I was just completing the shammying job on a
wheel, squatting down, when they hit me on the
head,” Louisignau said. “I didn’t see what they hit
me with, but I've got a big lump on my head.”

Police said said the robbers reportedly got a
small amount of money and ran west. Louisignau

- said he began chasing the suspects himself, but

soon lost them in the residential area.
Someone called the police and officers began

their search as the culprits apparently circled

back to the station, got into their luxury car and
taok off, police said.

-But the pair was spotted and a description of
the car was broadcast over the police radio just
as Officer Jones and his partner, Steve Chusimer,
saw the car near Wilton Drive and Northeast 21st

Court. - . Ll
“We were already en route ‘when the descrlp-
tion came over the air,” Officer Jones said. .
~A chase ensued on-Northeast 21st Court, with
speeds reaching 55 miles an” hour on back streéets,
until the robbers’ auto-veered and hit a telephone
pole at Northeast First Avenue, police sald

“They bailed out of their car and there was a'
foot chase,” Officer Jones said.. f
Officer Jones then found robbery suspect Jones
{no relatlon) hiding under a car where he had
crawled .in a futile atternpt to evade capture

according to police.

Gross continued running until he reached a
nearby unoccupied house, shattered .a. window
pane and hid under a bed, where Officers Jones
and Lon Guarino found and arrestgd hlm, pollce
said.

Gross and robbery suspect J ones, both from an

- unincorporated area west of Fort Lauderdale,

were charged with armed robbery, burglary, !
fleeing police and a number of traffic offenses..

They were being held at the Broward County
Jail.



ANNIVERSARY NAME
Algonquin Avenue
Altamaha Avenue
Apache Avenue
Cherokee Avenue
Chippewa Avenue

- Choctow Avenue

Coweta Avenue
Hiawasee Avenue
Iroquois Avenue
Ludowici Avenue
Mohawk Avenue
Nakomis Avenue
Navajo Avenue
Ocmulgee Avenue
Oconee Avenue

- Okalona Avenue

- Senaca Avenue
Sioux Avenue
Suwanee Avenue
Wabash Avenue
Wilton Boulevard

CORRECT NAME
NE 5 Avenue

NE 9 Avenue

NE 1 Avenue

NE 25 Street

NE 8 Avenue

NE 21 Court

NE 3 Avenue
NE 11 Avenue
NE 23 Street
NE 22Drive
NE 6 Avenue
NE 20 Street
NE 21 Street
NE 8 Terrace
NE 7 Avenue
NE 21 Drive -
NE 24 Street
NE 9 Avenue
NE 23 Drive
NE 22 Street
Wilton Drive

South of Wilton Drive

NE 20 Drive-E of 7 Ave

North of Wilton Drive




Irs S trategic

Location

On a wooded highland with-
" in the northern city limits of
Fort Lauderdale. :

Two miles north from the

city’s business center.
- Fronting on both the East
and West Dixie Highways,
and a part on the Florida
East Coast Railway.

Five minutes drive from
the ocean by way of Ocean
Boulevard.

Close to Floranada Club,
America’s elite social center
of wealth and culture, where
millions of dollars are being
spent for improvermnents.

Its Splendid
Improvements

15 miles of paved streets.

30 miles of cement side-
walks. .

1§ miles of white-way lights.

30 miles of parkways.

No paving will be under
3o feet wide.

Five beautiful parks.

Excellent water.

Electricity.

Landscaping.

-~
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Jury recommends
death for murderer

Accomphce in case may hear fate today -

By HENRY FITZGERALD JR.

*
: . Staff Wnter
-
-

A 12-member jury on Thursday
«recommended 9-3 to"a Broward
vCounty, Circuit Court judge that’
0conv10ted murderer Robert Rim-
smer be sentenced to’ d1e in the
~e1ectr1c chalr

Y The same jury convicted Rim-

«mer, 31, and an accomplice, Kev- -

Tin Parker, also 31, in January of
+two counts' of first-degree mur-
vder. Aaron Knight and Bradley
<Krause Jr. were shot and killed
~during a robbery at the Audio
«Logic store, 1008 W. Oakland Park
>Blvd.,at noonon May 2.
. Accordlng to:testimony, the
men entered the store, then-
ubound the hands of nght 31,.
.the store owner, and Krause, 19,
«an employee, behind their backs
twith duct tape. They then or-
+dered them into a back room and
vonto their knees.
» Three customers who came in
>during the 10- to 20-minute rob-
~bery also were taken to the back
‘room and bound.
+ Rimmer was identified as the
'man who shot Knight and Krause
»m execution style. The custom-
~.ers, who were spared, watched.
wOne of them cowered with her

Rimmer Parker

. 3-year-old child. Before'.he‘left

the store, Rimmer had a message:
“Thank you for cooperatlng Have

-anice day.”

Judge James Cohn will make

“the final sentencing decision, but

judges rarely overturn jury
recommendations. - ; ’

Attorneys for Rimmer and
Parker argued at trial that nei- -
ther men committed the- crime
because both were elsewhere.
However, the other victims iden-
tified Rimmer and both men’s
fingerprints were. found on the
$12,000 to $17,000 of stolen stereo '
equipment.

Parker also was convicted of
first-degree murder. He could
hear today if he will be sen-
tenced to life in prison or death
in the electric chair.



CRIME SPREE, FAROM 1B

hose.”

Garvin, suspicious, called her
husband. She was on the phone
with him when the man kicked

“the door in — frame and all. He
: grabbed the phone away,
 demanding money and jewelry.
“He pretended to have a
< gun,” she said. “I never saw
.. one.”
»  When he put the phone down,
= Garvin dialed 911 and left the
. phone off the hook as the man

" continued his demands. He ran-

.- sacked a jewelry case, then
;. grabbed her keys. He and his
. accomplice, who waited out-
< side, sped away in Garvin's
" navy blue Ford Explorer.

Next stop: 504 NE 13th Ave.,

where the men dumped the
~ Explorer and stole a white

"%, BMW from Pam Whitaker, who

il received minor “injuries in a

# scuffle with one of the men,

- police said. G

~ ._From there, they raced to the
. Tennis Club apartments at
‘., Northwest 19th Street and Sev-

. .enth Avenue.

o'

« - “I’had- just fixed the gate,”
"7 said’Rudolph Valentino Vitto-
 'rio, a property manager at the
+ Tennis- Club. “l saw him go
through the fence, heard the car

7N
N

‘He said he’d kill me, that he had nothing to

lose. He kept reaching in back, like he had a

!

gun. I think he might have been on drugs.’

DEBBY SIMEON,

owner of car stolen by home-nvaslon suspect still at large

slide sideways and he rammed
through the wrought-iron gate.”

The men jumped out and
demanded Vittorio’s Explorer.

“He said he had a gun. He
said, ‘I’ll blow your head off," ”
Vittorio said. “I told him I'd
blow his head off. He was
totally out of control.”

The men tried to grab another
car from a woman who was
driving away.

“Go, go, go!” Vittorio yelled
at her.

She did.

“She stepped on the gas, drag-
ging him down the street,” he
said.

Eventually, he let go. Both
men jumped into a canal
behind the complex and swam
across, emerging in Wilton
Manors.

At. 2101 N. Andrews Ave.,
they tried. to steal Ed Canales’
van outside the Dart Building,
an office building in the area.

“l was here to detail some
cars. The one guy got in to steal

it, but it wouldn’t start,”
Canales said. “They took my,
cellular phone.” -

Canales dashed across the
strect to an office and called
police as the pair tried unsuc-
cessfully to break into several
cars in the parking lot.

At that point, the duo appar-
ently split up. One ran to a
nearby gas station and offered a
motorist $100 for a ride. The
driver declined the offer.

The other man, later identi-
fied as Anthony Crisante, 22,
was picked up by Wilton Man-
ors police as he strolled shirtless
and barefoot along Andrews
Avenue.

As police were arresting Cri-
sante, who served two years for
burglary convictions 1n 1994,
his pal was breaking into a

house at 117 NW 22nd St.,

where Debby Simeon was tak-
ing a shower.

She heard a crash and stepped
out of the bathroom wearing
only a towel. She found a man

crawling through a small wiu-
dow into her house.

“He said he'd kill me, that he
had nothing to lose,” Simeon
said, heanng the whump-
whump-whump of a helicopter
overhead.

Simeon, 42, headed for the
front door and ran outside, the
man on her heels.

“He kept reaching in back,
like he had a gun,” Simeon said.

The man grabbed Simeon’s
keys and headed for her 1986
cream and brown Oldsmobile
Delta 88.

“God knows, I didn’t want to
stand between him and the
car,” she said she thought as he
drove away.

Late Wednesday, police were
still looking for the man
described as six feet tall, 17
pounds, with short brown hair.

Crisante was charged with
home-invasion robbery and
faces additional charges. He
was being held Wednesday in
the Broward County Jail.

The other man is unidentified
because Cnisante claimed he
didn’t know his name.

The pair “met up last night.
They were doing crack all
night,” said Wilton Manors
Police Sgt. Pete Bigelsen. “This
is the way they started their

day-" ‘
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Cops nab suspect in crime spree

Second man still
loose 1n Broward

' By TRISH POWER
" Herald Staff Writer

The whole thing only took a
half-hour.

And when it was done, a two-
man crime wave left a wake of three
home-invasion robberies, three sto-
len .cars and attcmpts to steal a
half-dozen others. Wednesday
night, onc of the men was in jail,
and thc other was on the run.

The spree started at 8:57 a.m. at
‘1404 SE I1th Ct., said Detective
Clinton Ward, Fort Lauderdale
police spokesman

One of the men — the one who

- ~hasn’t been caught — knocked on
" the-door and asked to use the tele-

phone, saying his car had broken

~down. Resident Terrence Knight

handed him a portable phone. The
man then asked for a can of oil, and
with that, pushed his way into the
home in southeast Fort Lauderdale.

He demanded money, Jewelry

CHARGED: Crisante, being shown to witnesses after his arrest, is charged
with home-invasion robbery and faces additional charges.

and the keys to Knight’s car. Knight
refused and fought back. The
intruder ran off with pocket change,
police said.

Seven minutes later, the pair
were knockmg on the door of Sonali
CB}]ara/m s home at 1025 S. Rio Vista

Y .

“He knocked on the door and
said his car was overheating,” Gar-
vin said. Through a small window
in the front door, Garvin saw a car
in the driveway with the hood
raiscd. “I told him he could use the
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Train victim identified
- WILTON MANORS — A woman who

‘was Kkilled Feb. 21 after walking into a south-
bound freight train has been identified by

police as Cheryl Lynne Noell, 51, of Fort Lau-
derdale.

The death was ruled suicide.
A witness told police Noell was between

the tracks of the Florida East Coast railroad
line that Friday morning and walked di-

rectly into the train as it neared a trestle on

‘the south fork of the Middle River, parallel
‘to the 2000 block of north Dixie Highway.



‘Man spent
* widow’s
' settlement;

By DONNA PAZDERA "7

Staff Writer o

WILTON MANORS — In just a-few
-weeks, police say Arthur Louis Kosa
Jr. went through about $1 mllllon»...gf
ne else’s money.
Sorl?lgohad promised a widow he"bg-
friended that he would invest her late

" husband’s $1 million life insuranee
out, police said. i
paIynstea?d, he bought cars, a home i}
paid off his parents’ $87,000 mortgage,
said Wilton Manors Police Detective

iel James. o
D%,PI:I% was spending like a riverbgat
gambler,” James said. : s
‘On Friday, Kosa, 51, was arrested

‘and charged with first-degree giaf

theft. Tt
"It appears unlikely, though, that Ju-
an, the widow who won a civil

ames said.

t, Kosa told Broward County
iette K. Burnstein during the
“I don’t care if you wait-un-
ond Coming, I ain’t got the
ay,” James said.

ng to James, this is what

t Tillman in December 1994
ociety functions in Fort

onths later, Tillman re-
Ilion life insurance get-
lanned to sink the mon-
nd, but Kosa told heér

it for her instead. .,

sasquirreled the mon-
unt and stalled.a
d Tillman, James

gainst Kosa, will ever see her. . .

He bought two Lexus cars, a vintage
Camaro and several Corvettes for him-
self and relatives. He bought and reng-
vated a home and paid off his parents’
mortgage. i

By the time Tillman caught on, there
was only $3,500 left in the account,
James said. mo

Kosa was previously convicted of
dealing in stolen property, grand theft
and possession of machine guns,
James said. o

Tillman could not be reached..for
comment. i

Kosa is being held in the Broward
County Jail in lieu of $500,000 bail. -



Police:

Intruder
tied up
woman

Injured victim freed

herself 10 hours later

By DONNA PAZDERA
Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — A 77-year-old
woman lay tied up for about 10 hours
early Monday after an intruder broke
into her home, beat her and tied her
up with a telephone cord.

The woman freed herself about
noon, walked to a neighbor’s house
and asked him to call for help, Wilton
Manors Police Sgt. Pete Bigelsen said.

The victim appears to have been re-
peatedly struck with a telephone or a
flashlight, Bigelsen said.

The motive for the
attack is unclear,
and she appears to
have been chosen at
random, police say.

The motive for the attack is unclear,
and she appears to have been chosen
at random. Police are withholding the
victim’s name until her family can be
notified.

The woman remains in stable condi-
tion at Broward General Medical Cen-
ter. Because the woman suffered seri-
ous injuries to her face and head,
police have not been able to ask her
how many people broke into her house
or whether anything was taken, Bigel-
sen said.

Neighbor Joe Cook, who lives in the
600 block of Northwest 25th Street,
was standing in his yard and was star-
tled when he turned around and saw
the woman.

“I didn’t know what the heck to
think,” Cook said. “I didn’t recognize
her. It looked like she was wearing a
mask. She was covered with blood.”

The woman said she had been
robbed and wanted Cook to call the
police. Then, she walked back to her
house. '

“We have a very quiet street, and

el POy | (v Sy (N sty s R A (7



": VVilton Manors heist mterrupte '

- K ‘Wilton . Manors pnzzena was

= obbed by ‘a gunman who was:

jost captired;When :thé' résta

the front door po'hce said Tues-

. day.
The thlef armed wnth a hand— * the Nov. 26 robbery runp

gun, ordered all the employees of

Bona Pizza, 2468 Wilton Dr., into |
"the kitchen. As a‘worker. empued -
the cash register, the restaurant’s -
owner walked through the front"

doors, police said.

. “Fearing’ for "his' employees S
safety, he grabbed the gun bemg

ant’s owner happened \through'f' .robberbemg able ‘to escapes

uled” by ‘the robber,” " poki :;"V&
spokesman"Pete Bigelsen sand"“
brief <§truggle ensuéd, w1th1th., :

the money.' ' g I.sve 3
Bad 4
" The gunman was last seen aﬁe

south on. Northeast llth Avemfe 5
Bigelsensaid. - - o

s

Investlgators asked anyone thh £
information about the robbery tb'—" ol
call Ciime . Stoppers at {99
493-8477 “'or Wilton . M‘aﬁorS:j
pohce at (954) 390-2162 g
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Pompano commission
rethinks psychic law

By LANE KELLEY
STAFF WRITER

POMPANO BEACH — City offi-
cials are having second thoughts about
allowing soothsayers to sct up shop in
the city after the recent arrest of a
fortunc-teller.

Commissioners voted last week to
allow such businesses in Pompano
Beach, which has banned psychic,
palm-readering and fortune-telling
businesses since 1958.

On Sept. 11 police in Wilton Manors
arrested a fortune-teller related to the
woman who was largely responsible for
getting Pompano Beach officials to
consider changing the city’s law.

Vice Mayor Herb Skolnick, who
moved to toughen the new law before
voting to approve it, said the arrest
could affect his vote when the commis-
sion votes on final approval of the ordi-
pance on Tuesday.

Skolnick said the only reason he
supported allowing fortune-tellers” was
because he was concerned banning
them might be unconstitutional.

“If it can’t be translated into a First
Amendment violation, then I would
certainly vote against it,” Skolnick said.

Wilton Manors detectives arrested
Cindy Mitchell, 23, for trying to bilk.a
woman out of $16,400, under the guise
of purifying her spirit. Mitchell, whose
family owns Psychic Readings by Lisa,

2650 N. Andrews Ave., was charged
with two counts of grand theft by
deception. T

Mitchell’s sister-in-law, Bridget
Mitchell, is challenging Pompano
Beach’s ban on psychics by applying |
for a license to open a store there. Brid-:
get Mitchell, who wants to open a shop .
at 3218 E. Atlantic Blvd.,, said that she
didn’t work in the Wilton Manors
shop. Wilton Manors police detectives :
found a phone bill at the Andrews Ave- i
nue office addressed to “Bridgette” |
Mitchell.

Pompano Beach is one of the few
cities in Broward County that still out-
laws psychics. The city’s proposed ordi-
nance, which is similar to. Broward
County’s law, requires psychics to be
licensed, registered and fingerprinted,

“to have lived in Broward for two years

and be a registered voter. The license
will cost $150. '

The new ordinance also requires all
psychics to display a sign saying that
the business is for “entertainment
only.”

Commissioner Pat Larkins said the
only reason he supported the proposed
law is because City Attorney Gordon
Linn

“doesn’t think our position would
withstand a legal challengelf it weren’t
for that then I absolutely would not -
have voted for it.”
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2 convicted of double murder

By HENRY FITZGERALD JR.
Staff Writer

Attorneys for Robert Rimmer and
Kevin Parker, both on trial for mur-
der, told jurors their clients were else-
where when the incident happened.

But the 12-member jury chose to be-
lieve the eyewitnesses who identified
the men as the robbers who entered
the Audio Logic Store in Wilton Man-
ors and Kkillec two people who worked
there. On Thursday, the jury convicted
each of them of two counts of first-
degree murder for killing Bradley
Krause Jr. and Aaron Knight.

“I wouldn't say I was surprised with

the verdict, but rather disappointed,”
said Ray Miller, who represented
Parker. “He admitted to being at the
store [earlier in the day]. but his con-

LOCAL

Pair could be executed for killing
store employees in Wilton Manors

tention throughout the trial was that
he didn’t participate in any way in any
pre-planned robbery or homicide.”

Parker and Rimmer could get the
death penalty. Broward County Circuit
Judge James Cohn set Feb. 25 as a date
for jurors to return for a sentencing
hearing to recommend life in prison or
death in the electric chair.

According to testimony, the men en-
tered the store, at 1008 W. Oakland
Park Blvd., at noon on May 2. They
bound the hands of Knight, 31, the
store owner, and Krause, 19, an em-
ployee, behind their backs with duct
tape. They then ordered them into a

backroom and onto their knees. Three
customers who came in during the 10-
to 20-minute robbery also were taken
to the backroom and were bound.

Rimmer was identified as the man
who shot Knight and Krause in the
back of the head as the other victims,
who were spared, watched. One of
them cowered with her 3-year-old
child. Before he left, Rimmer had a
message: “Thank you for cooperating.
Have a nice day.”

Richard Garfield, who represented
Rimmer, argued during trial that his
client was not at the store because he
had taken his young son fishing that

R XX
RS (A S,

day. “I think the magnitude of what
happened would not allow the jurors
to give my client the benefit of the
doubt,” Garfield said.

Prosecutor Peter Magrino told ju-
rors in his closing arguments that
there was much more to his case than
eyewitnesses. There were fingerprints
on the stolen equipment, found two
weeks later in a warehouse, that
matched those of both men. Also, Rim®
mer, during a police chase, was seen
tossing Knight’s gun, another gun ideh-
tified as the murder weapon, and a
wallet that belonged to one of the vie:
tims out of his car window.

“There is only one person who
threw [these items] out of his car,” Ma-
grino said. “The people who commit-
ted these senseless murders are sit-
ting right here in this courtroom.”
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Autopsy finds man
was murder victim

WILTON MANORS — Officials
are investigating the homicide of
» a 69-year-old man found on

Wednesday night in his home by

his former lover.

. Robert Wilber was found in

his apartment in the Manor

Groves Condominiums, said

Wilton Manors police spokesman

Sgt. Pete Bigelsen.

Police originally found no
signs of trauma on the body,
" Bigelsen said.
. They ruled the death a
| - suspicious incident until-they
could get a ruling from the
Broward County Medical
Examiner’s office.
The autopsy found his death
was a homicide. Bigelsen
" declined to reveal the cause of
Wilber’s death, citing the -
pending investigation.
v Bigelsen said personal items
had been taken from the man’s
“home.

Anyone with information
about Wilber’s death should call
Detective Tony Lewis at
954-390-2162 or CrlmeStoppers at
954-493-8471.




Suspect tC

" By DONNA PAZDERA
Staff Writer

Reputed hit man Bernard Hunw1ck
is the kind of guy who once bragged
about forcing a drug debtor to hold
shards of glass in his mouth while
Hunwick punched his face, federal
prosecutors said on Thursday.

He is accused of cutting a Wilton
Manors bail bondsman’s throat and
st iffing his body in a car trunk in 1982.

And he said on tape to a confiden-
tial informant that if he ever got sent

back to prison, he would kill a police

officer and escape.

@

OFr emaln in

lleged hit man

21277

Judge says a

is ‘threat to the community’

But there is another side to the bur-
ly Hunwick. He was caught on video-
tape last year wearing his wife’s wildly
colorful oven mitts as he carried in a
.22-caliber Ruger ~Model MKII
equipped with a state-of-the-art silenc-
er. He didn’t want to leave his finger-
prints on the pistol.

These tales and more were enough
to convince U.S. Magistrate Judge Lu-

rana Snow on Thursday to hold Hun-
wick without bail on two counts of us-
ing interstate commerce to commit

murder-for-hire and. one count of us-

ing a handgun and silencer in a violent
felony, plus two weapons counts.

“He is a threat to the commumty,
Snow said.

Hunwick, 53, nicknamed “Barry the
Bear,” has been held in a federal de-

Jail

. tention center since Nov. 17, 1998
.when he was charged with seven oth-

ers with trafficking cocaine. Hunwick
recently was transferred from the cen-
ter’s general population into a special
housing unit because Fort Lauderdale
police had received tips that Hunwick
was “reaching out” to friends, asking
for cyanide — either for himself or to
be used as retributicn against others.
Assdistant U.S. Attorney Paul Schwartz
said.

During the 1970s and early 1980s.
Hunwick was accused of, but never

PLEASE SEE COURT / 4B
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Judge refuses to set bail
for suspected hit man
in murder-for-hire case

.convicted of, numerous murders.
- However, as a result of the work of a for-
.mer Hunwick associate, Reid Hawley, a
Broward-grand jury is expected to indict
Hunwick soon on murder charges stemming
from the 1982 slaying of Richard Messina, a
-convicted cocaine smuggler and bail bonds-
:man whose throat was slashed and body left
“in the trunk of a stolen car, Schwartz said in
court on Thursday.
Hunwick, long a suspect in that case, as
-well as that of an unidentified man whose
.body was buried in the Everglades, resur-
faced as a primary suspect in 1997 when the
Fort Lauderdale Police Department’s ho-
micide squad teamed up with investigators
from the Broward Sheriff’s Office, the Flor-
ida Department of Law Enforcement, the
FBI and others to open up “cold” homicide
cases, Fort Lauderdale police Detective
Mark Breen said.
» Investlgators relied on Hawley, one of

Hunwick’s associates, to help them find out
Hunwxck said on tape.
"Hunwick and Hawley flew to Pittsburgh .

more about his involvement in two of the

\

unsolved -murder cases. Hawley, whose .

palm print was found on the trunk of the car
where Messina’s body was found, was given
a choice by investigators: Fight murder
charges or cooperate, Breen sald ‘Hawley
chose the latter. Y

Hawley, wearing a recordmg dev1ce, re-
united with Hunwick in May 1998 at H20, a
swank Fort Lauderdale Beach eatery where
Hunwick was the bar manager. The two
hadn’t seen each other in almost 20 years,
but, according to court testimony, Hunwick
brought up the old days without any
prompting.

“We put Dickie in the trunk,” Hunwick
told Hawley, referring to Messina.

Dozens of tapes detail conversations be-
tween the two former comrades in crime,
Schwartz said. They also talked about a
pending cocaine deal that Hunwick was set-
ting up.

It was here that Hawley drew Hunwick
into a ruse: Hawley said he knew a man in
Pittsburgh who had ripped off some of the
same people they were dealing with in the
South Florida cocaine deal. As a favor,
Hawley asked Hunwick if he would kill the
man in Pennsylvama :

“GOOd That’s what I know how to do,”

to scope out the alleged rip-off man, who

was.actually an undercover FBI agent.
Later, Hunwick bought the high-powered

pistol — which is used by the Navy SEALS

— for $4,000 from'a man who later.reported - *

it stolen.

To be sure it could not be traced, Hun-
wick used a titanium drill to bore out the
ser(ljal numbers on the weapon, Schwartz
sai v

Hunwick sported the oven mitts when he
showed the gun to Hawley. He also was vid-
eotaped using the mitts to wipe off any
fingerprints.

Just before he was to leave for Pitts-
burgh, agents charged Hunwick with plan-
ning the murder-for-hire, along with drug
and weapons charges.

Hunwick despised returning to jail.

“You’re better off going to ‘hell,”. Hun-
wick told Hawley. “I don’t know anyone in
the other joint.”

Thursday, before Hunwick was led back
to the place he hated more than hell, his
softer side emerged again.

He mouthed, “I love you,” and blew a kiss

. to his wife, Lori.
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‘Nursing home employee

accused of forging checks
WILTON MANORS — A nursing home

“administrator accused of pilfering more than

$18,000 from an elderly woman was arrested
Tuesday and charged with exp101tat10n of the
elderly’and with forgery. :

Wilton Manors police say Jasmine

' Punsamy, 31, an assistant administrator at

Windsor Place in Wilton Manors, confessed to
forging the victim’s name on five checks
totaling $18,030. The checks were collected
and cashed between July 1997 and November
1998.

The victim’s name was not released.

- - w
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Witnesses wrong, suspects say-

Trial of pair in
double murder
gets underway

By HENRY FITZGERALD JR.

Staff Writer

Eyewitnesses picked out Robert
Rimmer and Kevin Parker as the per-
petrators of an execution-stvle murder
during the robtery of a Wilton Manors
car stereo store in 1998.

But their defense attorneys say the
evewitnesses are mistaken. Rimmer
and Parker were elsewhere when Aa-
ron Knight, 31, owner of Audio Logic
Store, and his emplovee, Bradley
Krause Jr.. 19. were killed, they say.

Both sides outlined their cases to a

Rimmer

Broward County jury Thursday as the
trial began.

“Rimmer walked up to Aaron
Knight and put a bullet into his head,
then went up to Bradley Krause and
executed him,” prosecutor Peter Ma-
grino told the 12-member jury.

Magrino said Rimmer and Parker
entered the store at 1008 W. Oakland
Park Blvd. at noon on May 2 They
bound the victims’ hands behind their

backs with duct tape. Then they or-
dered them into a back room and onto
their knees.

Magrino said Rimmer asked Knight
and Krause if they knew him before he
shot them in the back of their heads.

Three eustomers who came in dur-
ing the robbery also were taken to the
back room and bound and gagged, but
were not shot.- The robbers left the
store with stereo equipment worth
$12,000 to $17,000.

Rimmer and Parker, charged with

two counts of first-degree murder, face
the death penalty if convicted.
Magrino said the three customers,
Kimberly Davis-Burke, Joe Moore Jr.
and Luis Rosario, identified Rimmer
and Parker from police lineups. Fin-
gerprints on the stolen equipment,
found two weeks later in a warehouse,
matched both men. Rimmer owned the
getaway car, a purplish-blue Ford

Probe. -

However, Richard Garfield, repre-
senting Rimmer, said Wilton Manors
police and other investigators tainted
the lineups. The fingerprints could be
explained because Rimmer and Park-
er had been in the store as customers
on at least three occasions.

Garfield said Rimmer’s wife had the
car that day from 10 a.m: until 2 p.m,,
so he could not have used it to commit- .
the noon robbery.

Parker’s attorney, Ray Miller, said- .
his client may have been identified as
one of the robbers because he had--
been in the store earlier that morning.

The fingerprint evidence in the case
is unreliable, Miller said, because
testing occurred long after the crime.

“There’s not a fingerprint expert in
the world who can tell you when fin-
gerprints were left on those boxes,”
Miller said. ' :
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Suspect' in robbery found

in jail on a misdemeanor

- WILTON MANORS — Detectives looking for
the second suspect in the December armed
robbery and shooting at Red’s Bar didn’t have
to go far to find him.

Fritz Jackson Appolon, 22, was 51tt1ng in the
Broward County Jail on a mlsdemeanor traffic
warrant.

: Sgt. Pete Bigelsen, spokesman for Wilton
Manors police, said Appolon had been picked
up Monday morning by another agency. He
was placed on a no-bond hold pending
charges of armed robbery in connection with
the case.

Police think Appolon was one of two men
who walked into Red’s Bar, 2610 N. Dixie
Highway, on the evening of Dec. 30 to rob
patrons there. One of them, Michael Maguire,
38, was shot in the mouth and shoulder.

. Bigelsen said detectives expect to question
Appolon about the incident, as well as a rash
of other bar robberies that have hit Broward
County since October. Maguire remains at
Broward General Medical Center in critical

condition. 01/13/99 - Ft. Lauderdale
: . Sun Sentlnel
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Second suspect named

in bar shooting, robbery

WILTON MANORS — Police have named
the second suspect they are seeking in
connection with the Dec. 30 Red’s Bar
robbery.

Fritz Jackson Appolon, 22, is suspected in
the armed robbery and attempted homicide at
Red’s. Patron Michael Maguire, 38, was shot in
the mouth and the shoulder and remains in
critical condition at Broward General Medical
Center in Fort Lauderdale.

He has “Fritz Dog” tattooed on his right
arm and another tattoo on his right leg.

Police consider Appolon to be armed and
dangerous.

Anyone with information on Appolon is
asked to call Detective Tony Lewis of the
Wilton Manors Police Department at
954-390-2162 or Crime Stoppers at
954-493-84717.

. Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel

January 12th, 1999
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One suspect in armed bar robbery is arrested

Island City Lounge in Wilton Manors,”

By KATHY BUSHOUSE

Stait Writer

WILTON MANORS — Police have
arrested a man they think is one of two
responsible for the Dec. 30 armed rob-
bery and shooting at Red's Bar that
left one patron critically wounded.

Edwin Sylvain, 20, of Fort Lauder-
dale, was arrested Thursday morning
by Wilton Manors police. He was
charged with armed robbery and at-
tempted homicide for the early-morn-
ing incident at Red’s. Another man
still is being sought for the robbery,
said Wilton Manors Sgt. Pete Bigelsen.

Bigelsen would not say on Thursday
how police got the information that
led to Sylvain’s arrest. He also would

notsay whether Sylvain is a suspect in
any of the dozen similar robberies in
Broward County since October.

“We don't know that yet,” Bigelsen
said. “Right now we were just concen-
trating on him relative to the Red’s
robbery.”

Sylvain has an extensive criminal
history, including auto theft, burglary,
trespassing and traffic violations.

Police are investigating whether the
Red’s Bar incident is connected with
about a dozen bar robberies across
Broward. They think the same group
may be committing these crimes.

“It's a loose-knit group of associated
young adults ... that are just using the
same M.O. to do this,” Bigelsen said.

Inthe Red’'s Bar robbery, police say

Sylvain and another man entered the
bar at 2610 N. Dixie Highway and or-
dered patrons to surrender their wal-
lets and purses. Michael Maguire, 38,
resisted and was shot in the mouth
and shoulder. He remains in critjcal
condition at Broward General Medical
Center.

Sylvain and the other gunman ﬂed'

with about $200 in a 1978 brown Cadil-
lac, police said. '

Bigelsen credited the work of two
Wilton Manors detectives, Tony Lewis
and Mike Hoelbrandt, with Sylvain’s
arrest.

“They’'ve been going day and night,”
Bigelsen said.

Among the unsolved robberies are:
theSportsman’s Lounge in Dania, the

EEL.  01/08]99

Clover Bar in Oakland Park, Freddie's

Anchor Inn and Sports Bar in Fort’

Lauderdale, and the Oasis Lounge and

Panama Pete’s Bar, both in Tamarac. .

Red's Bar will hold a fund-raiser for..

Maguire's medical bills on Jan. 23.

On Thursday, patrons and bar em--

ployees rejoiced in the arrest.
“[The customers are] relieved. My

wife is very relieved. It's good to-.

know,” said bartender Ben Shapiro,
who was not at work the night of the
robbery.

Shapiro said that since the robbery,

v

the bar has taken several security-

measures, including the installation of

-lights in the parking lot, a panic but-

ton and a peephole on the front door.

1



*" think we better: start:doi
. "about it before someone gets. killed,”

said Joe Hernandez owner: of: Island
'City Lounge in- erton Manors. Her: -
‘nandez’ bar has been a robbers’ target, ._
and he organized the meeting with his - -

owners are hopmg to ra ise awareness’ .
— and reward money —in thé wake of* -

a string of increasingly v1olent robber—
ies at.area taverns.. . ¢ .- S e

More.than 75 owners managers and

beer distributorsin Wllton »Manors_

Tat Red’s Bar in; Wllton Manors where

v General Medlcal Center

<“This .is our: responslblllty, ’an'

colleagues as a show of force;

learn-how to prevent robberies at, ~ :’f
their establishments, plus get progress‘ T

; reports from police. ..

- /The meeting came: almost a week af'«
a ter the latést and ‘most. violent robbery

I PATTSTEAATAPAS L ara

‘but detectives said the time has varled .

- 2:40 a.m.

" lights outside.

L doesn’t stop a robbery

Since October, at least a half-dozen - . -
bars across Broward — from Pem:- "

broke Park to Wilton Manors — have -
been targeted by robbers, who typlcal- S
.ly ‘wear ski masks and gloves to con- =" -~
. ceal their identities. The robbers usus: - -

ally strike in the early morning hours; *
from as early as 10: 30 p.m. to as late as

'On Tuesday, bar owners agreed to e
hang up reward posters to help goad ~ -
potential informants into: calling po-
lice. So far, they’ve gotten a standard
$1,000 commitment from Crime ‘Stop~:
pers of Broward County’ toward their : < - .
reward money for the.capture.of’ these
robbers. However, Hernandez: sald;\ e
they hope to raise thousands more;;;:. -

Also, a Jan. 23 benefit for Maguxre 1s'. T
being arranged by Red’s. Bar to help»,;;‘ 2
pay for his medical bills. - .0

To prevent becoming victims, some -
bar owners like Linda Hicks, whose .

€ N

R

e

.o

S

precautions. Although she knows most - '_
of the people that frequent: her bar,. -
she ‘has installed motlo _“'detector PR

““The. customers, basmally, ‘we all’
know,” Hicks .said. “But. that stil
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Police think incident
1s one of several by
group targeting taverns

By DONNA PAZDERA
Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — A bar patron
was critically injured early Wednes-
day after he was shot while fighting a
robber, police said.

Police think the culprits are part of
a band of robbers who have been tar-
geting local taverns for months, said

Ft.‘ Léﬁaerudale ‘sun Sentinel 12/31/98

Robber shoots bar patron during $200 heist

Wilton Manors police Sgt. Pete
Bigelsen.

According to police:

About 1:30 a.m., two gunmen walked
into Red’s Bar, 2610 N. Dixie Highway,
and ordered patrons to turn over their
wallets and purses. One of the patrons,
Michael "Lee Maguire, resisted,
grabbed a barstool and used it to push
one of the gunmen against the wall.
The gunman shot Maguire, 38, twice,

once in the mouth and once in the

shoulder. After the shooting, the rob-
bers fled in a 1978 brown Cadillac,
They made off with about $200.
Maguire ran outside, flagged down a
T

motorist and was taken to Broward
General Medical Center, where he was
in critical condition.

Bigelsen said about a half-dozen ar-
ea taverns have experienced similar
robberies in recent months.

The other bars robbed in the same
manner are: the Sportsman’s Lounge
in Dania, the Island City Lounge in
Wilton Manors, Clover Bar in Oakland
Park, Freddie’s Anchor Inn and Sports
Bar in Fort Lauderdale, and the Oasis
Lounge and Panama Pete’s Bar, both
in Tamarac. All were hit in October.

The gunmen in Wednesday’s rob-
bery are described as black males.

]

ST

One is in his early 20s, has a stocky
build, is 5 feet 7 inches tall and 175
pounds. He has a mustache, gold teeth,
wore an orange or red jacket and long
denim shorts. The second man is in his
early 20s, wore a white T-shirt and an
orange ski mask.

Their car had primer gray paint on
the roof, trunk and rear fenders. There
was masking tape on the passenger-
side parking light and a red Christmas
ribbon on the grille.

Anyone with information about the
robbery is asked to call Wilton Manors
police at 954-390-2162 or Broward
Crime Stoppers at 954-493-8477.

v
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Man who ordered limo sought in Wilton Manors killing

By DONNA PAZDERA

Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — Police want to
talk to a man who tried to use a homi-
cide victim’s credit card to order lim-
ousine service.

Investigators are looking for Floyd
Scott Perkins, 44, whom police think
used Charles Squires’ credit card on
Saturday night. Squires, 64, of the 800
block of Northeast 20th Drive, was
found stabbed to death in his home on
Saturday night, officials said. He was
killed late Friday or early Saturday.

About 6:15 p.m. on Saturday, a man
called for a white stretch limousine
from Squires’' home. When the chauf-
feur arrived, an unkempt man with
matted shoulder-length brown hair,

blue jeans and a dark blue shirt met
him and said he called for the vehicle,
said the chauffeur, who asked that his
name not be used because he feared
for his safety with the suspect still at
large.

“He said, ‘I need girls, I need girls.
Can you hook me up with girls?’' ” the
chauffeur said. Then, the man said,
“You're not going to say anything are
you? I need you to be discreet.”

The chauffeur said while he could
not help the man with finding women,
he could be discreet. The man entered
the vehicle and gave the chauffeur a
credit card. When the driver ques-
tioned the man about his appearance
not matching the gray-haired man de-
picted on Squires’ credit card, the
man could not give a good explana-

tion. He gave the chauffeur Sduires’
driver’s license, but that picture did

‘not match either.

When asked for his signature, the
man scribbled “Charles Squires,” but
it did not match the signatures on the
driver’s license or the credit card, the
chauffeur said.

The man fled when the chauffeur
would not accept the credit card. The
chauffeur called Wilton Manors police
because he was suspicious that the
man walked in the opposite direction
of Squires’ house.

“I should have taken off after him,”
the chauffeur said.

When police arrived, there was no
answer at Squires’ door, so an officer
went inside. There, he found Squires’
body. Squires’ body was wrapped in

plastic, according to neighbors and the
chauffeur. .

Police would not say how they de-
duced Perkins is the one who tried to
use the victim’s credit card. But, Per-
kins matches a general description
given by neighbors and the chauffeur
as the man last seen with Squires and
as the one who called for the
limousine. -

Perkins is described as a drifter
who has a criminal past in New York
and Florida. He is 5 feet 11 inches tall
and weighs about 160 pounds. He has
green eyes and brown hair.

Anyone with informaticn about Per-
kins’ whereabouts should call
Broward Crime  Stoppers at
954-493-TIPS or Detective Daniel
James at 954-390-2150.
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By DONNA PAZDERA

Staff Writer

WILTON MANORS — The driver of a°

white. stretch limousine unwittingly led
police to a murder scene late Saturday.

Charles Squires. 4. of the 800 block
of Northeast 20th Drive. was found dead
in his home. 3

Squires’ neighbors said he was a re-
tired soctal worker from New York, who
moved to the quiet. Footbridge condo-
minium community about two years
ago.

Police and neighbors gave this ac-
count of events leading to the discovery
of Squires’ body:

The limo pulled into the parking lot
of the condominiums about 6 p.m. at a
customer’s request. When the customer

Limo driver’s call leads police
to homicide in condominum

tried to pay for the limo with a credit
card, he was rebuffed because he did
not resemble the photograph on the
card.

The customer then fled. The limo
driver called Wilton Manors police to
report the incident. When an officer
arived, he discovered the card be-
longed to Squires. He knocked on
Squires’ door, got no answer and then
became suspicious, Sgt. Pete Bigelsen
said.

Police said it was a homicide, but
would not disclose the cause of Squires’

death. They would not say whether they

have a suspect.

Squires was a well-traveled and very
articulate man who especially was fond
of Turkish culture and music, according
to neighbors, who did not want their
names used.

A couple who lived next-door to
Squires said he had an impressive col-
lection of old art books and classic
literature.

On Friday night, neighbors saw
Squires with a young man, described as
unkempt, with brown hair, a medium

build and about 5 feet 10. About 7:30
p.m;, a neighbor saw the man trying to
get into Squires” car. She said he
seemed to have some trouble getting in-
to the car but when he got inside, he sat
there for a while.

About 1:30 a.m.. a neighbor noticed
the man walking behind the complex. A
few hours later, other neighbors report-
ed seeing the hood raised on Squires’
car and the man crouching in the bush-
es outside.

When a neighbor approached
Squires’ home, the man came out from
the bushes and said he was waiting for
an auto club to show up.

Squires’ vehicle remained in the lot
until police discovered his body. The
car has since been towed to police
headquarters.




Nl s

0@!01]%

I ]

DIGEST

®» Staff and wire reports

Rapist breaks in, attacks
woman in her apartment

WILTON MANORS — Police are looking for
a man they say broke into a woman’s
apartment early on Monday and -repeatedly
raped her at knifepoint.

The rapist picked his
victim by trying various
sliding glass doors at an

~ apartment complex in the
4l 2500 block of North Andrews
Yl Avenue in Wilton Manors,
Police Sgt. Pete Bigelsen
said. He forced open the
door about 4 a.m. and armed
himself with a knife.

He thenraped the woman
Sketch of suspect several times, forced her to

clean herself up and
threatened to kill her if she called police,
Bigelsen said..

“The rapist is white, 5 feet 8 inches tall, in
his mid- to late 20s, with a muscular medium
build, brown eyes, tan complexion and a
close-shaved head. He speaks in street slang
with a gang-type vocabulary. Before he would
speak, his lower jaw would open and move
sideways.

- Anyone with information should call
Broward Crime Stoppers at 954-493-TIPS, or
Wilton Manors Police Detective Daniel James
at 954-390-2161. '
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By FRANK FERNANDEZ
. Herald Staff Writer
A Wilton Manors man suspected of kj hng
_his girlfriend shot himself to death. after.

Georgla police cornered him at a conven-

‘ ience store just over the Florida line, police

= said.
James Tanzml 48, was in a car reported

" “stolen by a friend of his when he shot himself

L=

Iu,

outside a Kingsland, Ga., convenience store,
said Wilton Manors pohce Sgt. Pete Bigelsen.

Tanzini was sought in the slaf'mg of his
-girlfriend, Donna Zarfos Driscoll, Saturday
night in Wilton Manors.

“The motive was domestic violence,”
! Bigelsen said. “‘She wanted the- relationship
to end, wanted hxm to move out, and he just

_wa_nted it to go on.’

Days before the murder, Tanzml aJlegedl
had talked to friends about killin
Bigelsen said. The couEle argued before the
shooting Saturday in the home they shared
with Anne Brandt. -

Driscoll, 41, was shot five times with a

-.38-caliber gun, Bigelsen said. One slug sent

her to the ground, then she was shot four
more times as she lay on the ground, he said.
Brandt, who owns the house at 208 NW
22nd St., pounded on the door of her next-
door nexghbor, Horace Holmes, between 9:30
and 10 p.m,, pleading for him to call 911.
Driscoll was- declared dead at the scene.
Police traced Tanzini as he headed north
on Interstate 95 in Florida. He made several
telephone calls to friends asking about Dris-
coll’s condition and found out she had died.

Driscoll, .

_ Fnends urged him to surrender, then they

ealled pollce, Bigelsen said.

- Wilton Manors investigators alerted other

police agencies in Florida and Georgia that a
warrant for Tanzini's arrest had been issued.
A Kingsland police officer on Sunday spotted
the car that was reported stolen and called for
backup..

Tanzxm stepped out of the store as two
more cruisers arrived, blocking him in the
parking lot.

Tanzini then got back into the car and shot
himself, Bigelsen said.

Wilton Manors investigators plan to test

the handgun to see whether it also was used
to kill Driscoll, Bigelsen said.

e = 4




Firefighters watch from the Dixie
Highway bridge as the Ford
Festiva owned by Steven Trotter,
above, is pulled from the north
fork of the Middle River in

- Wilton Manors on Wednesday.
The car crashed into the water,
but Trotter told police he was
not behind the wheel when the
accident occurred.

Staff photo/SEAN DOUGHERTY

Manors police: Car crash no stunt

By JODY A. BENJAMIN
) Staff Writer
~ WILTON MANORS — Steven Trot-
ter has catapulted over Niagara Falls
.in a barrel and dangled 203 feet from
a cable off the Sunshine Skyway
Bridge over Tampa Bay.

On Wednesday, he crashed into the
north fork of the Middle River.

But Wilton Manors police, who
pulled Trotter’'s 1994 Ford Festiva
out of the water in the 2800 block of
North Dixie Highway, said this was
‘no daredevil stunt.

About 6:45 a.m., the car careened
off the road and plunged into 10 to 12

foot af murkv water Tratter. 3R. freed

Daredevil uninjured, but questions
unanswered after underwater search

himself by crawling out the driver’s
side window. Then he called for help,
police said.

“Soaking wet,” is how Sgt. Peter
Bigelsen described Trotter when po-
lice arrived. “But he was not
injured.”

According to police:

The bartender’s breath smelled of
alcohol. But Trotter, whose driver’s
license is suspended, told officers he
was not behind'thecwheel @t theltime

of the accident.
Trotter said another man had been
driving his car while a third rode in

the back seat. Trotter said he did not

know whether the other two had es-
caped the crash.

That set off a frantic two-hour
search by police, who called in
Broward Sheriff’s Office divers, Fort
Lauderdale police and the Fort Lau-
derdale Fire Department.

Ahcouple of hoturs-into‘the 'searchy

Trotter changed his story, police
said.

He said that there was one other
man inside the car with him — the
driver. He did not know the man’s
name. The two had just met.

Trotter said the man ran off after
pulling himself out of the wreck.

Police never found the driver.

“We've got no witnesses to dispute
what he’s told us so we have to go
with the facts as we have them,” Bi-
gelsen said. “Case closed.”

Trotter walked away from the acci-
dent. He faces no charges from the
incident. )

He could not be reached for com-
ment Wednesday.
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Staff reports

Part-time Manors worker
electrocuted in his home
WILTON MANORS — A part-time city

~ employee was electrocuted on Tuesday while
- working on a home remodeling project, police

said.

Kim Ronald Hansen, who also worked as a
Miami Beach fireman/paramedic for the past
12 years, was working in an attic crawl space

: about 2:20 p.m. when the accident occurred,

police spokesman Pete Bigelsen said.

Hansen, 31, was treated on the scene by
fellow paramedics, but was pronounced dead
on arrival at Cleveland Clinic Hospital
minutes later, Bigelsen said.

Funeral services for Hansen, a former
member of the Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire
Department, will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at St.
Clement’s Catholic Church.
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Manors police: Car crash no stunt

By JODY A. BENJAMIN
. Staff Writer
~ WILTON MANORS — Steven Trot-
ter has catapulted over Niagara Falls
‘in a barrel and dangled 203 feet from
a cable off the Sunshine Skyway
Bridge over Tampa Bay.

On Wednesday, he crashed into the
north fork of the Middle River.

But Wilton Manors police, who
pulled Trotter’s 1994 Ford Festiva
out of the water in the 2800 block of
North Dixie Highway, said this was
'no daredevil stunt.

About 6:45 a.m., the car careened
off the road and plunged into 10 to 12
feet of murky water. Trotter, 38, freed

Daredevil uninjured, but questions
unanswered after underwater search

himself by crawling out the driver’s
side window. Then he called for help,
police said.

“Soaking wet,” is how Sgt. Peter
Bigelsen described Trotter when po-
lice arrived. “But he was not
injured.”

According to police:

The bartender’s breath smelled of
alcohol. But Trotter, whose driver’s
license is suspended, told officers he
was not behind the wheel at the time

of the accident.
Trotter said another man had been
driving his car while a third rode in

_the back seat. Trotter said he did not

know whether the other two had es-
caped the crash.

That set off a frantic two-hour
search by police, who called in
Broward Sheriff’s Office divers, Fort
Lauderdale police and the Fort Lau-
derdale Fire Department.

A couple of hours into the search,

Trotter changed his story, police
said.

He said that there was one other
man inside the car with him — the
driver. He did not know the man’s
name. The two had just met.

Trotter said the man ran off after
pulling himself out of the wreck.

Police never found the driver.

“We’ve got no witnesses to dispute
what he’s told us so we have to go
with the facts as we have them,” Bi-
gelsen said. “Case closed.”

Trotter walked away from the acci-
dent. He faces no charges from the
incident. ,

He could not be reached for com-
ment Wednesday.
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Electrocuted
firefighter
Kim Hansen

By DEBRA FRANCO
Herald Staft Writer

The firefighter’s praycr
described Kim Hansen’s willing-
ness to help people: “I want to fill
my calling and give the best in me,
to guard my every ncighbor and
protect his property.”

But Hansen’s colleagues at the
Miami Beach Fire Department
are icciting the verse's last two
lines: “And if according to my
fate, I am to losec my life, please
bless with your protecting hand
my children and my wifc.”

Hansen, 31, was electrocuted
“Tuesday while making repairs to
his Wilton Manors home, which
he had recently purchased with his
26-year-old wife, Jody, and two
young children.

“It’s just so unbelievable. One
minute he's here, and the next he’s
not,” Assistant Fire Chicf Thomas
Thompson  said. “Everybody’s
pretty crushed.”

When he wasn’t working as an
inspector for the Miami Beach
Fire Department or volunteering
at the Wilton Manors Fire Depart-
ment, Hansen restored old houses.

“He lived for working on
houses, and he died working on
houses,” his wife said. “I can at
least take some comfort in that.
He died doing what he loved.”

Hansen was working in the attic
of his home with another off-duty
firefighter at the time of the acci-
dent.

Bom in California, Hansen
-moved to South Florida as a
youngster. He met his future wife
when she was still in high school.
They would have celebrated their
sixth anniversary this year.

In 1995, Hansen won first place
in the Jet-Ski Racing World
Championships and sct a world
rccord.

He joined the Miami Beach Fire
Department || ycars ago, working
his way through thc ranks as a fire-
fighter and a paramedic. His most
rccent assignment was to the
department’s firc prevention unit,
inspecting popular South Bcach
nightclubs and cnforcing crowd
limits.

“HS _ well-liked

was  very

KIM HANSEN: Miami Beach
firefighter died while working on
his Wilton Manors home. '

‘He lived for working
on houses, and he died
working on houses. |
can at least take some
comfort in that. He
died doing what he
loved.’

JODY HANSEN,
wife of victim

throughout the department,” Jor-
dan said. “He took the job
extremely seriously. When Kim
was on the job, you could rest
assured that it would be a job well
done.” ,

Hansen became a firefighter
because of his desire.to help oth-
ers, his wife said.

“He was there to help any-
body,” she said. ““All you had to
do was call him, and he'd be
there.”

In addition to his wifc, Hansen
is survived by his 2-ycar-old son,
Justin, his 10-month-old daugh-
ter, Alyssa, as well as his parcents
and a sister.

Visitation is sct for 2 to 4 p.m.
and 6 to 8 p.m. today at Kalis
Funeral Home, 2505 N. Dixic
Hwy., Wilton Manors. A prayer
service will be at 7 p.m. today.
Mass will be said at | | a.m. Satur-
day at St. Clement’'s Catholic
Church, 2900 N. Andrews Avc.,
Wilton M1ch§,

’
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Staff reports

art-time Manors worker
electrocuted in his home

WILTON MANORS — A part-time city
cmployee was electrocuted on Tuesday while
working on a home remodeling project, police
said.

Kim Ronald Hansen, who also worked as a
Miami Beach fireman/paramedic for the past
12 years, was working in an attic crawl space
about 2:20 p.m. when the accident occurred,
police spokesman Pete Bigelsen said.

Hansen, 31, was treated on the scene by
fellow paramedics, but was pronounced dead
on arrival at Cleveland Clinic Hospital
minutes later, Bigelsen said.

[Funeral services for Hansen, a former
member of the Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire
Department, will be at 11 a.m. Saturday at St.
Clement’s Catholic Church.
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Ex-convict indicted in killings at

A suspect in the May 2 slaymgs
of two electronics store employees
in Wilton Manors was indicted by

. a Broward grand jury on a slew of
charges, including two counts of"

first-degree murder.

The grand jury indicted Robert
M. Rimmér, 30, on two counts of
first-degree murder in the.shoot-
ing deaths of Bradley Krause Jr.,
19, and Aaron Knight, 31, at
Audio Logic, 1008 W. Oakland
Park Blvd. in Wilton Manors, .

Two men entered the store and
held several customers at -gun-
point. They loaded alarm and
audio equipment and customers’
wallets into a faded blue Ford
Probe. The men later returned

-Wilton Manors electromcs store

and Krause and Knight, both of
Plantation, were shot. Police still
are seeking the second suspect.

In addition to the murder
charges, Rimmer was indicted on
three counts of armed robbery,
four counts of armed kidnapping
and a count each of attempted
armed robbery and aggravated
assault. His arrest caused a shak-
eup in the Department of Correc-

“tions and resulted in a probation

officer, Linda Y. Brown, being
stripped of her duties.
Rimmer, a two-time armed rob-
ber, was one of 113 former con-
victs Brown was in charge of over-
seeing.

— SABRINA L. MILLER
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3 of her ex-cons charged
with 4 murders in 2 years

By LANE KELLEY
and LUISA YANEZ
Staif Writers

The Fort Lauderdale man
charged on Sunday with the double
murder in Wilton Manors on May 2
would likely have been in jail the
day of the shootings if his parole
officer had reported his March ar-
rest for domestic battery.

On Monday, the parole officer,
already under fire for shoddy su-
pervision of ex-cons, was yanked
from her job for failing to report
the March 25 arrest of Robert M.
Rimmer. Three of her parolees
have been charged with four mur-

ders in the past two years.

Linda Y. Brown, was reassigned
to a desk job while her bosses de-
termine whether she fumbled su-
pervision of Rimmer, 30, of Fort
Lauderdale, who was charged on
Sunday in the May 2 execution-
style slayings of two auto shop
workers.

Records show Brown, 41, a
12-year department veteran, never
informed the Florida Parole Com-
mission of Rimmer’s domestic vio-
lence arrest in Fort Lauderdale.

“We have learned that she was
notified of Mr. Rimmer’s arrest but

PLEASE SEE OFFICER / 12A

Three parolees assigned to Linda Y. Brown

B ROBERT RIMMER: Assigned to Brown in April
1997. Charged with domestic violence for attack on
wife on March 25, 1998, a parole violation. Brown was
informed of Rimmer's parole violation, but never took
action. On Sunday, Rimmer was arrested and charged
with a double murder at a Wilton Manors audio shop.

B CHRISTOPHER MICHELSON: Released April 1
after serving eight years for being a habitual offender,
Michelson, 33, never checked in with Brown, who
apparently never went looking for him. Arrested April 4
and charged with drug possession and shoplifting. On
April 11, Michelson allegedly led a gang that stormed
Everglades Correctional Institution to free an inmate.
While fleeing from police the following day, Michelson
allegedly drove the car that killed an Oakland Park
motorist.

H CHRISTINE SHARROW: Freed on parole in 1994, a
condition of Sharrow’s release was that she not abuse

Rimmer Michelson Sharrow
alcohol. Sharrow had been convicted of killing her
boyfriend in Polk County. Sharrow'’s live-in compani
said as Sharrow slipped into a depression and alcot
abuse, she called Brown for help, but got no respor

In June 1996, Sharrow was accused of strangling
grandaughter and stuffing her body in a freezer. Sh
awaiting trial.
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Parole officer is
under fire for
poor supervision

took no action,” said Kerry FFlak,
spokeswoman for the state Depart-
ment of Corrections. “If she had
taken appropriate action, there
probably would have been a war-
-rant issued for his arrest. He would
have had a hearing and the parole
commission would have decided

- whether to send him back to prison
to serve out his sentence.”

Brown has received numerous
reprimands for being lax, accord-
ing to her personnel file. In the last

- two years, three ex-cons she has su-
pervised have been arrested for
" killing four people in three sepa-
“rate incidents.
~In the latest case, Aaron Knight,
- 31, and Bradley Krause Jr., 19, were
“both shot in the back of the head
~while bound with duct tape at
“Knight’s Audio Logic store on Oak-
land Park Boulevard.
In early April, one of Brown’s pa-
rolees, Christopher Michelson,
‘masterminded a prison breakout in
‘Miami-Dade County and killed an
:0Oakland Park motorist while flee-
"ing from police. And in June 1996,
"Christine Sharrow was charged
‘with strangling her 18-month-old
granddaughter and stuffing the
body into a freezer.
"~ Records show that all three of
the ex-cons should have been back
behind bars for alleged parole vio-
lations Brown failed to report to
the parole commission.

“We are looking into all her indi-
vidual files,” said Joyce Haley, Re-

"gion 4 division director who super-
‘vises Brown’s office. “We won't
have any comment until the investi-
+gation is complete.”

- Brown, who was assigned 110
high-risk ex-cons, was already un-
der investigation for her handling
of the Michelson case. Michelson,
33, led the breakout from Ever-
'glades Correctional Institution in
south Miami-Dade that ended with
the death of motorist Dennis Palm-
er, 59, of Oakland Park.

While Michelson was plotting
the breakout, Brown apparently
lost track of him. He had been re-
leased from prison April 1 and was
arrested four days later in Fort

. Lauderdale. Although jail rosters

are given to parole officers, Brown
never found out he had been
-arrested.

Acweek Hater, Michelson led the

breakout and was driving the black
Saturn that stammed into Palmer’s
Nissan, killing the car salesman.
Last week, Michelson and escaped
convict Jay Junior Sigler, 31, were
indicted on first-degree murder
charges in Palmer’s death.

Brown also came under fire in
1996 for her handling of Sharrow,
43, out on parole for the murder of
her boyfriend.

Sharrow’s friends and relatives
said she began abusing alcohol, a
violation of her parole, before the
slaying, and appealed to Brown’s
office for help. Sharrow’s former
live-in companion said Sharrow
slipped into depression and alco-
hol abuse and had sought help
from Brown but her calls went un-
heeded. In June 1996, Sharrow was
accused of strangling her grand-
daughter and stuffing the toddler’s
body into a freezer.

Though Rimmer is the chief sus-
pect in the Wilton Manors shoot-
ings, police continue to search for a
second man who was with him.

The second suspect is described
as a husky or muscular black male,
about 5-foot-7 and 190 pounds, with
a distinct body odor. He was wear-
ing a blue T-shirt and blue shorts
the day of the killing.

Bigelsen said Rimmer went to
the Audio Logic store at 1008 W.
Oakland Park Blvd. in January or |
February and got into a shouting
match with Knight.

“He was a very disgruntled cus-
tomer,” Bigelsen said.

Wilton Mar.ors police then found :
that Rimmer owned a 1989 Ford
Probe — matching the description ;
of the getaway car — and learned
he was living in an gpartment in
northwest Fort Lauderdale.

Fort Lauderdale police staked
out Rimmer’s apartment late Satur-
day night and saw him leave in an-
other car, a 1978 Olds Delta 88.
Then Rimmer led police on a
20-minute chase and, while speed-
ing over the Southeast Third Ave-
nue bridge in downtown Fort Lau-
derdale, tossed two guns out the
window. One is believed to be the
murder weapon, a .380 semiauto-
matic pistol: the other is a Walther
PPK, which Bigelsen said had been
stolen from Knight’s shop during
the murders.

Friends of the victims in the Wil-
ton Manors shootings have placed
flowers and cards in front of the
Oakland Park auto shop. Nour
Muhsen, manager of the Chevron
station next door to the shop, said
Krause came into his store that Sat-
urday morning and bought choco-
late' milk 'and'a>candy bar.
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WILTON MANORS, FROM 1BR

matching the description of the
getaway car.

Fort Lauderdale police spotted
him Sunday moming in another
car. Rimmer led officers on a 20-
minute chase that ended in front
of_l:iis home about 2 a.m., Bigelsen
said.

Rimmer, who works for a land-
scaping company, was held with-
out bail

Broward County Jail, charged

with first-degree rnurder and -

armed robbery.
Anthony Lambert, the assistant
deacon of New Hope United Holy

late Sund
' unday. .at _the 'recovery,” Lambert said.’

Police capture suspect

in Manors dual-killing

Man was released

from prison early

By LAUREN ROTH
Herald Writer

An ex-convict with a record of
armed. robbery, released early
from prison, has been arrested in
the deadly holdup of a Wilton
Manors car audio shop.

Robert M. Rimmer, 30, was
arrested early Sunday in front of
his Fort Lauderdale home, said
Wilton Manors Police Sgt. Pete
Bigelsen.

Rimmer 1s accused of killing
Bradley Krause Jr., 19, and Aaron
Knight, 31, both of Plantation, in
the May 2 robbery of Audio Logic,
1008 W. Oakland Park Blvd.

Rimmet, of the 700 block of
Northwest 14th Terrace, was

\AS Ilwr—““—wrl ITVAGAE AUEEU ™ :m@p

Rimmer was t ing to get an.edu-
cation and straighten out his life.
“Wehad a lot of sit-down meet-

ings. We talked about trying to

work things out, instead of ending -
up in jail or the graveyard,” Lam-
bert said.

Rimmer, who taught a Bible

‘class for kxds was scheduled to

help run.a youth program this
week, Lambert said. He was tak-
ing classes in mechanics.

“He. seemed -on the way to

But police said Rimmer was one

. of two.men, who- robbed. the shop
of- alarm and audio equipment,

Church in Fort Lauderdale, saxd ‘-

~—— -
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released from prison in 1994 after
serving three years of a nine-year
sentence for armed robbery. He
was among the thousands of con-
victs who saw the state shave time
off their sentences to make room
for new inmates in Florida prisons
between 1987 and 1994, Bigelsen
said.

Rimmer’s latest arrest came
after an employee at Audio Logic,
which sells and installs car sound
and alarm systems, told police
that a composite sketch of the
gunman looked like a disgruntled
customer, Bigelsen said.

A customer who witnessed the
robbery confirmed the identifica-
tion from a photo lineup, Bigelsen
said. A vehicle registration check
showed that Rimmer owned a car

PLEASE SEE WILTON MANORS, 3BR

took customers’ wallets and jew-
elry, then ran back in and shot
Krause and Knight in the head.
The second robber, who had not
been identified, remained on the .

loose. Rimmer has refused to talk -

to police, Bigelsen said.
~ Rimmer has been in and .out of
Florida jails since he was 19.

In 1987, be was convicted with
another man of stealing car keys,
house keys and $30. A shot was
fired, but no one was. hit, . .

Anothcr armed robbery convxc—‘
tion sent. him ‘back to prison in
1991, records show. :He was"
released three years Tater, Bigelsen .

killings

said.
~ His most recent brush with the
law came March 25, when Fort
Lauderdale police arrested him on
two misdemeanor counts of
-domestic violence.
Lambert said Rimmer told him
-the arrest resulted from an argu-
ment he had with his wife in a
bank parking lot.

—
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Suspect arreste

By LANE KELLEY
Staft Writer

WILTON MANORS — Police have
arrested a convicted felon and
charged him with the May 2 execution-
style murders of an auto shop owner
and one of his employees.

Robert Malcom Rimmer, 30, led po-
lice on a high-speed chase in Fort Lau-
derdale late Saturday — straight to his
house. Police arrested Rimmer in
front of his home at 736 NW 14th-Ter-
race in Fort Lauderdale and charged
him with two counts of murder and
one count of armed robbery.

Wilton Manors Police said Rimmer

was identified as a key suspect by a
witness to the killing of Aaron Knight,
31, and Bradley J. Krause Jr., 19, who
were both shot in the back of the head
while working at Knight's Audio Logic
store at 1008 W. Oakland Park Blvd.
Rimmer owned a car similar to the

[a

Convicted felon charged in slaying
of audio store owner, his employee

getaway -car, a faded purplish-blue
1988 or 1989 Ford Probe, according to
a police statement.
Police got warrants [
to'search the car and
arrest him.

Fort . Lauderdale
Police, who helped
catch Rimmer, later
saw him driving a
different car and be-
gan chasing him, said |;
Detective Clinton
Ward.

“He threw his gun
out of the car during
the chase, and the gun was retrieved,”
Ward said. Ward said he didn't know
whether the gun was the one used in

Rimmer

the murders

‘Rimmer served three years on an
armed-robbery conviction at North
Florida Reception Center. He was con-
victed 'in 1991 but obtained early re-
lease in September 1994, according to
a police statement. :

Knight, who owned the Audio Logic

shop, and Krause, an employee, were:
. killed when bandits entered the store

on'a Saturday afternoon, took them to
a back room and made them kneel on
the floor and bound them with duct
tape. Three customers who came in
during the robbery were also taken to
a back room and were bound and
gagged. The robbers shot Knight and
Krause, but spared the customers.

- The bandlts stole all of the store’s

1ors Killings

money and emptied it of high-end ra-
dio equipment and alarms.

-Police had been'looking for at least
two and maybe three men in connec-
tion with the murders. A news release
issued Sunday by the Wilton Manors
Police Department said only Rimmer
had been arrested. Wilton Manors de-
tectives could not be reached Sunday
for more details.

Two women who were at Rimmer’s
residence on Sunday refused to an-
swer questions.

Jeanie Fischer, who owns a window-
tinting shop two doors west of Knight’s
store, said shop owners have been
more watchful since the shooting.: She
said everyone is still stunned by the
crime.

“In a million years, you wouldn’t
think this would happen,” Fischer
said. “This is an extreme case, where
somebody comes in and rnurders
somebody s0 openly.”
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Reward offered in killings

The Florida Department of Law
Enforcement is offering a $5,000 reward for
information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the second man involved in the
May 2 double killing in Wilton Manors.

The victims, Aaron N. Knight, 31, and
Bradley Krause Jr., 19, were shot at Knight’s
auto security store, Audio Logic, 1008 W.
Oakland Park Blvd,, in a robbery.

Wilton Manors police on Sunday arrested
Robert M. Rimmer, 30, of Fort Lauderdale.

But police think a second man was
involved, fitting the following description: a
husky- or muscular black male, about 25 years
old, about 5 feet 7 inches tall and weighing
190 pounds. Witnesses said he wore a blue T-
shirt, medium blue shorts and a cap.

Anyone with information should should call
Florida Department of Law Enforcement
Special Agent Bart Ingram at 954-958-5400;
Crime Stoppers at 954-493-TIPS; or Wilton
Manors Detective Tony Lewis at 954-390-2150.

The men the store of money, high-end audio
equipment and alarms, then left in a faded
purple-blue 1988 or 1989 Ford Probe, police
said. Rimmer owns a 1989 Probe, police said.

Rimmer has been charged with two counts
of first-degree murder and armed robbery. He
is being held in the Broward County Jail.



Killers
remain-
at large
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Police seek
help 1n solving
audio - store case

By CONNIE PiLOTO
Herald Staff Writer

The robbers who kilied two
employees at a Wilton Manors
audio shop first tied up the male
customers and forced a mother
and her 3-year-old daughter to
kneel beside th¢ men, then spcnt
30 mmutes] ,
looting the | 4
store Saturday.

The robbers {}
loaded alarm
and’ audio
cquipment and |}
customer wal- |y
lets and jewelry
into their car
before hopping
in to drive
away, Wilton
Manors police *
said Tuesday. Suspect
They were in no hurry.

Then, almost as an afterthought,
the suspects ran back into Audio
Logxc 1008 W. Oakland Park

Blvd., and shot each of the !

e_mployees in the head with a

.380-caliber semi-automatic pis- °

tol, said Wilton Manors Lt. Pete
Blgelsen .
Today, four days after the slay-
ings, police have little togoon.
- They don’t think the slayings
are related to a botched robbery of !
a Meineke Discount Mufflers: in
Plantation last week. An employee
was killed in that robbery.. 7
Investigators have released a
composite sketch of -the suspect;-
they think fired the shots and aj
description of the getaway car;| '
hoping someone will lead them to}’
the killers. ;

Dead are Aaron Knight and
Bradley Krause Jr., both of Plan-
tation. They were shot point-
blank'in the back of their heads.

Knight, 31, was a co-owner of
the business and Krause, 19, had
wo:ked there for several years.

“The suspects had probably
been there before,” Bigelsen said.
“To  have some work done or for
an estimate.’

The customers descrlbed the -

robbers as streetwise and calm.
They were familiar with the shop.

Police in Broward, Dade and
Palm Beach are looking for a blu-
ish-purple late *80s Ford Probe

with peeling window tint and a’

headlight in the up position.

The main suspect was described
as a black male, six feet to six feet
two inches tall, weighing 150 to
160 pounds with a thin mustache
and light complexion. He was
wearing a light-colored baseball
cap, a T-shirt and blue jeans.

“l have a gut feeling that the
main shooter is really hard and
cold,” Bigelsen said. ‘“‘Looking at
the way he positioned the bodies
and the way he did things, he

~probably has done- pnson time

and knows about basnc polxce
training.”

The second suspect was
described as.a black man, about
five feet six inches. tall wnh a
husky build.

He was wearing a baseball cap,
bluc T-shirt and medium blue
shorts. He appeared dirty and
grungy, witnesses told police.

Anyone with information is
asked to call Wilton Manors
Detective Danny James at (954)
390-2150 or Crime Stoppers at
(954) 493-8477.
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Sus, i{fct held m

B¥ ANY VERNON
" Horald Staft Writer . -
' ‘Aconvicted felon wanted in
iy York for armed:robbery
" was arrested Thursday in the
New Year’s Day rape and rob- -
bery of a 76-year-old: Wllton
‘Manors woman. -
‘Michael - Junior, 29 also'i

Known: as. Michael Soto, ‘was

arrested: about - 7 pm. _at his -
brother’s house m Fort Lau-" .
'derdale e

Polnce saxd xt was Jumor-

ing -and ‘asked to use the
phone. The woman lét him in,
and he made acall before

: bmihcr by the throat and
%nl"cl g her into the bedroom,
- where he bound her hands

and feet, then raped her.
The attacker stole $60, two

pieces of Jewelry and the keys -

to' the  woman’s: apartment

. and car, though he did not..

take the car, pohce sald

1lton Manors rape

o who came to the elderly wom- .
- an’s -door ‘Wednesday morn-

..‘? 7

Jumor who once lived in

the Fort Lauderdale area, was

.convicted in 1990 of violently . -
* resisting police officers and in

1989 of disorderly intoxica- .
tion and prowlmg ‘ :

Wllton Manors Pohce Sgt

‘Pete Bigelsen said an out- '

standing . warrant -~ .seeks _
Junior’s * arrest. ‘on . seven
counts of armed robbery in-
New York
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Woman
bound, '
raped,
robbed

.| Wilton Manors | |
- neighbors outraged

By TRISH POWER

Herald Staff Writer

- A 76-year-old Wilton Manors

woman was bound, robbed and

raped New Year’s morning after

letting a stranger into her apart-
~ ment to use the phone, -

The trouble started between
7:30 and 8 a.m. when the' woman
heard someone knocking relent-
lessly on a neighbor’s door. She
opened her door, looked out and
‘'saw a man she didn’t know a few
doors away. She went back
inside, police said.

- “He picks up on her opening

the door, then ‘starts talking to
her.-through her open window,”
Wilton Manors Sgt, Pete Bxgelsen
said. -

The man — described as His-
panic, 25 to 30 years old, about
six feet tall, 160 to 180 pounds,

with a sr_nall mustache and a .

short military-style haircut —
asked whether he could use her
phone to call the neighbor. She
allowed the man, dressed in‘a
black T-shirt and white jeans,
inside,

“He sounded convincing,”
Bigelsen said.

Once inside, the man used the
phone, then walked over to the

. woman, grabbed' her by the

throat and told her not to scream.
He forced her into her bedroom,
bound her hands and feet, then
“raped her.

'Hg left the home with $60, two
pxeces of jewelry and the wom-

[ an’s house and car keys — but

_not the car, Bigelsen said.
. The woman freed herself and
called police. -

“She walked out under her own
steam,” neighbor Annette Alva-
rez said. She was taken to a local
hospital, where she was treated
for facial and throat injuries. She
was staying with a friend late
Wednesday, police said.

“She’s strong. She told the
detective she’sdoing OK,” Bigel-
sen said. She had her locks
changed Wednesday.

News of the assault.spread
quickly through the aging two-
story complex on Andrews Ave-
nu¢ where the woman has lived
for many years. -

Resident Rebecca Haag
learned about the attack when

PLEASE SEE RAPE, 3B

- ey, -t

Attack on woman shocks neighbors

RAPE, FROM 1B

she went to sit by the pool
Wednesday morning and saw
two pollce officers outside a
neighbor’s apartment.

“It’s unacceptable,” she said.
“It. doesn't make any sense why
anybody would harm. her ...
she’s so classy. She looks like she
came out of Sunset Boulevard.”

Many described her as elegant
and graceful,

Resident Cathy Dunn, eyeing a
neighbor’s Rottweiler, thought of

.all the days she heads for wdrk

when it’s still dark or returns_
home late.

“Now that’s the kind of dog- I
need to buy,” she said.

Dunn, president:of Fort. Lau-
derdale’s city employeg’s- union;
said that until now, re51dents had
felt safe there. - _

On Wednesday, thexr talkf
turned to outrage — and plans to’
organize a Crime Watch . pro-

‘gram.

“Everybody knows everybody
here. We're like family,” said
John Alvarez “You don’t touch
famlly )
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76-year—old raped by man she let use her phone in Wilton Manors

By RAFAEL LORENTE
Staff Writer
WILTON MANORS — A 76-year-old
woman did a young man a favor by let-
ting him use her telephone early
Wednesday morning.

In return, the man grabbed the
woman by the throat and dragged her
into a bedroom, where he tied her up

and sexually assaulted her, police said. -

The attack took place at 2731 N. An-

drews Ave., one of a group of buildings -

that are part of the Kingston Rental
Apartments police said.

The woman said she heard loud, re-
peated knocking on her nelghbor s
door between 7:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. She
looked outside, then went back into her
apartment.

The man then came to the woman’s
door and asked if he could use the
phone

After makmg a call, the man t1ed
the woman's hands and legs and. as-

saulted her. He then stole $60 and two
pieces of jewelry, police said.

The womanywasvtreated,at a hospi-

“tal and released.

The man was described as 25 to 30
years old, approximately 6 feet tall,
with a small mustache. He had a short,
military-style haircut and was wear-
ing a black T-shirt and white jeans.

Anyone with information about the
attack should call the Wilton Manors
Police Department at 390-2150.

“in the»path of approaching storms

SEHOUCINS*TD

where the storms will strike. .
The Hurricane Center, which is pri-
marily responsible for warning those
doesn’t issue seasonal forecasts. !
Other than the continued upswing in
hurricane activity, 1996 was an ordi-
nary year weatherwise, :

South Florida rainfall totals were
slightly above the 50- to 60-inch annual
averages in most areas. Regional tem-
peratures were marginally warmer
than usual.

“For the year, we’re a little warmer
and a fraction wetter than normal,”
said Joel Rothfuss, a meteorologist at
the National Weather Service. “But
there’s nothing I've seen that stands
out as far as any months being really
extreme.” -

7 = - ..\ QIR 2.
tions aren’t specxfxc about when and
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woman was bound, robbed and.

raped New Year’s morning after:

letting a stranger into her-apart-
ment to use the phone.

The trouble started between
7:30 and 8 a.m.'when the woman
heard someone knocking relent-
-lessly on a neighbor’s door. She
. opened her door, looked out and

saw a man she didn’t know a few

doors away. She went back
~ inside, police said. - ‘

“He picks up on her opening
the door, then starts talking to
her through her open window,”
Wl(ljton Manors Sgt Pete Blgelsen
sai ‘

" The man — descnbed as Hls-'

panic, 25 to 30 years old, about
six feet tall, 160 to 180,pounds’,‘
with a small mustache and a

“short 'military-style haircut —
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allowed the man, dressed in a -
black T-shirt and white jeans,.

inside.
“He- sounded convrncmg,
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He forced her into her bedroom,
bound her hands and feet then
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Manors police chief put on leave, weighs retirement

By Daniella Aird
Staff Writer

July 1,2005

As Wilton Manors Police Chief Rick Wierzbicki decides his future with the department,
residents on Thursday were stunned to learn he was put on administrative leave after 24 years.

On Tuesday night, he stood before commissioners and vowed to work with the city to improve
the department after a consultant's report blasted his leadership.

Resident Nick Boyko, who was interviewed for the study, said he was surprised by Wierzbicki's
sudden departure. "I got the impression the chief was going to work with the city," he said.

Wierzbicki was put on leave after a consultant's report criticized his leadership of the city's 36-
member department. He is currently reviewing his retirement options and will give his final
answer to the city on Tuesday, according to City Manager Joseph Gallegos.

"With the city's cooperation, the chief is considering his retirement options and confirming what
his benefits will be," said Fort Lauderdale attorney Marilyn Krantz, who represents Wierzbicki.

The efficiency study by consultant Matt Dhillon sharply criticized department management,
saying Wierzbicki, who earns $110,000 a year, was not involved in daily operations and
Assistant Chief Liz Gribbon spent too much time on administrative tasks.

Wierzbicki, 42,met with Gallegos and Assistant City Attorney James Cherof on Wednesday to
discuss his future. Later that day, Gallegos wrote Wierzbicki a memo stating, "I think it was
appropriate that our discussion focused on the option of you announcing your retirement from the
department."”

"The study indicated it would be my position that would be eliminated," Gribbons said. "We
don't know what's going to happen to any of us."

Boyko said he's confident the department will benefit from the transition.

"The police department is going to survive," Boyko said.

Tony Ramos, who has served as the department's diversity liaison for the past decade, credits the chief for helping
establish Wilton Manors' gay-friendly reputation.

"I don't think the city will ever find a man as dedicated as him, and that's a shame," Ramos said.

Daniella Aird can be reached at daird@sun-sentinel.com or 954-572-2024.

Copyright © 2005, South Florida Sun-Sentinel
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WILTON MANORS
Police chief put on paid leave

Wilton Manors' top cop is on paid administrative leave after a report characterized the department as " dysfunctional.’
BY ASHLEY FANTZ
afantz@herald.com

A day after a crowd of city residents and officers rallied to his defense, Wilton Manors Police Chief Richard Wierzbicki was put on paid
administrative leave and told to consider his retirement options.

Wierzbicki came under fire last week, with the release of a report by an outside consultant that judged his department "dysfunctional" and
said it was weighed down with programs the small agency didn't need.

City Manager Joseph Gallegos initiated a meeting with Wierzbicki on Wednesday and said the two came to a "mutual agreement" that the
chief would take a paid administrative leave to examine his retirement options.

Gallegos would not say that the chief -- who has worked for the department for 23 years -- has been fired.
""He's taking this opportunity to explore what his pension benefits are," Gallegos said Thursday.
Wierzbicki's attorney, Marilyn Bonilla Krantz, said the chief does not want to leave the department.

"This was not his idea," she said. * " He planned on working for the city of Wilton Manors beyond 30 years."

The 102-page report, commissioned by the city late last year for $40,000, criticized Wierzbicki for not being involved in the department's
daily affairs and for establishing costly programs such as a horse patrol, dive team, and K-9 unit.

Assistant Chief Liz Gribbon is the interim chief.
"It was very upsetting," Gribbon said. * "I've known Chief Wierzbicki for 22 years. I admire him more than anyone."

Several dozen residents and more than half the police force showed up at City Hall Tuesday night to protest the conclusions of a report
prepared by California-based consultant Matt Dhillon.

Speaker after speaker told council members they were satisfied with the police, noting that the crime rate had plummeted more than 10
percent this year in the city of just under 13,000 people.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Wilton Manors was seen by some as a seedy, crime-ridden strip across the river from Fort Lauderdale.

Today it's known for quaint homes with expensive cars in driveways and rows of boutiques and cafes.

© 2005 Herald.com and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved.
http://www.miami.com
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Wilton Manors top cop on administrative leave after critical report

By ASHLEY FANTZ
afantz@herald.com

The Wilton Manors police chief was placed on administrative leave Wednesday, a day after a crowd of city residents rallied by his side at a
City Council meeting.

Chief Richard Wierzbicki had been under fire in the past few weeks since a report by an outside consultant judged his department
"dysfunctional," and top-heavy with programs the small agency didn't need.

The 102-page report, commissioned by the city, criticized Wierzbicki for not being involved in the department's daily affairs and for
establishing extraneous and costly programs like a horse patrol, dive team, and K-9 unit.

On Wednesday, City Manager Joseph Gallegos told Assistant Chief Liz Gribbon that she would act as the interim chief.
"It was very upsetting," she said. ' "I've known Chief Wierzbicki for 22 years. I admire him more than anyone."

Gribbon said Wierzbicki continued his day at the department. '"He's a professional. I've never seen him lose it," said Gribbon. * " He had no
emotion. He was fine. He spent the day in his office."

It's unclear whether Wierzbicki will try to keep his job.

The city paid California-based consultant Matt Dhillon $40,000 for a detailed efficiency report on the Wilton Manors police force, but
several dozen residents and more than half the police force showed up at City Hall Tuesday night to protest its conclusions.

Speaker after speaker told council members they were satisfied with the police, noting that the crime rate had plummeted more than 10
percent this year in the city of just under 13,000 people.

In the late 1980s and early 1990s, Wilton Manors was seen by some as a seedy, crime-ridden strip across the river from Fort Lauderdale.
Today it's known for its quaint homes with expensive cars in driveways and rows of boutiques and cafes.

http://www.miami.com
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WILTON MANORS
Council urged to back police department

Officers and residents asked the city council sypport the police department as council members consider a scathing report

that called for reduction in policing jobs.
BY ASHLEY FANTZ
afantz@herald.com

Clapping long and hard with each short speech in support of the Wilton Manors police department, an audience of residents and officers
packed the city's council chambers Tuesday night.

They had all come to denounce a 102-page report characterizing the department as inefficient because, primarily, it has too many
managers.

The council voted to merely acknowledge the report, authored by a law enforcement consultant from California who suggested cutting 44
police positions to 29, or one-third of the department.

"I've seen progress here in the last eight years. We're a growing city," Terry Norman, 40, said. * * We should not be cutting the
department now."

In the late 1980s, Norman was stabbed in the parking lot of Georgie's Alibi, of which he is part owner. "This was a city that wasn't always
so nice in places," he said. ' "I'm here to say that it's no accident we're a safe city now."

Some officers suspect that the report, which cost the city $40,000, was released now because officers are negotiating their contracts.

Pat Hanrahan, vice president of the Broward County Police Benevolent Association, said officers have proposed pay and pension increases.
"The city is trying to save money," he said. * " That's all this is about."

"Because the city is entertaining this report," Sgt. Edward Costello told the Herald, * *we're not making progress [with negotiations]."

Mayor Scott Newton stressed that the report would not lead to handing the city's policing to the Broward Sheriff's Office. "Some people
have asked me if that's what this is all about," he said.

City Manager Joseph Gallegos says that other city departments have undergone similar efficiency overviews and it just happened to be the
police department's turn.

Late last year, the council hired its lowest bidder, Matt Dhillon of Dhillon Management Services, who has evaluated dozens of police
departments from Salt Lake City to Reno, Nev.

He told The Herald he spent months interviewing officers but declined to comment specifically about his findings.

His report lambasted Police Chief Richard Wierzbicki for not being involved in its day-to-day affairs and said the position of assistant chief
should be axed, along with those of a police service aide and a school resource officer.

Dhillon wrote that Assistant Chief Liz Gribbon spends her workday writing grants and doing administrative work that is beneath her rank
and pay. Officers, Dhillon wrote, told him that Gribbon often arrives late to work because she's taking care of the mounted unit's patrol
horse.

Gribbon could not be reached for comment.

Since Dhillon's analysis was released last week, Wierzbicki has been busy shoring up support from colleagues, including members of the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and a forensic psychologist who has performed work with the FBI and the Broward Sheriff's Office.

James O. Born, a former supervisor with FDLE's Broward's office, wrote a letter praising Wierzbicki and called the small department
"outstanding," noting the city's recently reported crime rate has fallen more than 10 percent.



Mayor Newton acknowledged the community's sentiments by saying, * *We will get through this. This report isn't meant to destroy this
city. It's only here to make it better."

© 2005 Herald.com and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved.
http://www.miami.com
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Wilton Manors council urged to back police department despite critical
report

BY ASHLEY FANTZ
afantz@herald.com

Clapping long and hard with each short speech in support of the Wilton Manors police department, an audience of residents and officers
packed the city's council chambers Tuesday night.

They had all come to denounce a 102-page report characterizing the department as inefficient because, primarily, it has too many
managers.

The council voted to merely acknowledge the report, authored by a law enforcement consultant from California who suggested cutting 44
police positions to 29, or one-third of the department.

"I've seen progress here in the last eight years. We're a growing city," Terry Norman, 40, said. ' *We should not be cutting the
department now."

In the late 1980s, Norman was stabbed in the parking lot of Georgie's Alibi, of which he is part owner. "This was a city that wasn't always
so nice in places," he said. * "' I'm here to say that it's no accident we're a safe city now."

Some officers suspect that the report, which cost the city $40,000, was released now because officers are negotiating their contracts.

Pat Hanrahan, vice president of the Broward County Police Benevolent Association, said officers have proposed pay and pension increases.
"The city is trying to save money," he said. * " That's all this is about."

"Because the city is entertaining this report," Sgt. Edward Costello told the Herald, ' we're not making progress [with negotiations]."

Mayor Scott Newton stressed that the report would not lead to handing the city's policing to the Broward Sheriff's Office. "Some people
have asked me if that's what this is all about," he said.

City Manager Joseph Gallegos says that other city departments have undergone similar efficiency overviews and it just happened to be the
police department's turn.

Late last year, the council hired its lowest bidder, Matt Dhillon of Dhillon Management Services, who has evaluated dozens of police
departments from Salt Lake City to Reno, Nev.

He told The Herald he spent months interviewing officers but declined to comment specifically about his findings.

His report lambasted Police Chief Richard Wierzbicki for not being involved in its day-to-day affairs and said the position of assistant chief
should be axed, along with those of a police service aide and a school resource officer.

Dhillon wrote that Assistant Chief Liz Gribbon spends her workday writing grants and doing administrative work that is beneath her rank
and pay. Officers, Dhillon wrote, told him that Gribbon often arrives late to work because she's taking care of the mounted unit's patrol
horse.

Gribbon could not be reached for comment.

Since Dhillon's analysis was released last week, Wierzbicki has been busy shoring up support from colleagues, including members of the
Florida Department of Law Enforcement and a forensic psychologist who has performed work with the FBI and the Broward Sheriff's Office.

James O. Born, a former supervisor with FDLE's Broward's office, wrote a letter praising Wierzbicki and called the small department
"outstanding," noting the city's recently reported crime rate has fallen more than 10 percent.

Mayor Newton acknowledged the community's sentiments by saying, * *We will get through this. This report isn't meant to destroy this
city. It's only here to make it better."
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Manors new chief focuses on police morale

Manors hopes for agency's turnaround

By Elizabeth Baier
Staff Writer

January 15, 2006

Wilton Manors - Moving from a large metropolitan agency with 500 police officers to one
with just 36 doesn't necessarily mean less work.

But Richard Perez is up for the task.

As Wilton Manors' new chief, Perez brings more than two decades of Fort Lauderdale experience, where his
accomplishments include creating the community-policing program. Now, he faces the task of recruiting more
officers and increasing the morale of a Wilton Manors agency troubled by controversy, while managing a $4.5
million budget.

"A small department doesn't mean small problems," Perez said. "I've spent my whole career with the Fort
Lauderdale Police Department... and I've seen [Wilton Manors] really grow. I have a broad perspective of what
it's like to be out on the field and in the office."

The city will pay Perez $95,000 for his services, making him the third highest-paid Wilton Manors employee after
City Manager Joseph Gallegos and Finance Director Lisa Rabon. Perez earned $96,000 as captain in Fort
Lauderdale.

Perez, 54, said he likes to balance his career with playing racquetball and tennis and taking mini-vacations in the
Fort Lauderdale area with his family. He lives in Sunrise and is a registered Republican, records show.

He replaces Richard Wierzbicki, a 24-year veteran with the agency and resident of the Island City who was put on
administrative leave in June and retirement as of Sept. 30."We still miss Rick Wierzbicki, but what's done is done
and we all have to move on," said Fred Neely, president of the Wilton Manors chapter of the Fraternal Order of
Police. "Everyone is trying to turn off the pessimism and ... look forward to [Perez] coming in. The officers
certainly have no trepidation at this point."

Among Perez' duties will be to evaluate a $30,000 study by California-based Dhillon Management Services that
claimed the agency's management was overstaffed and the city could save $1 million by cutting back on overtime
and eliminating several high-ranking positions, including the assistant police chief, six sergeants, and a school
resource officer.

Perez disagrees with the report's recommendation to eliminate the rank of sergeant. He also said he has no
problem authorizing overtime pay as long as "we know what the overtime is for."

He declined to discuss other Dhillon recommendations, saying he wants to meet with all the employees and get
their input before compiling a strategic plan for the department.

As captain of the support services division in Fort Lauderdale for the past seven years, Perez said he learned the
"business of running the business" by managing nearly 500 fleet vehicles, keeping track of confiscated cars and
managing supplies used by police officers. Combined with his work as a field-training officer and sergeant, he is
confident he will boost morale to the Wilton Manors department that since September has been at an impasse
with the city in contract negotiations.

"He has gone through the ranks and has been on the [union] side and the administration side," said Wilton
Manors Mayor Scott Newton, who recently gave Perez a tour of the city. "He knows both sides and is ready to



deal with both sides. I think he'll be able to get the department out of its turmoil."

City commissioners are optimistic about Perez's appointment."He has a tremendous background and seems to
posses the right attitude and has the willingness to learn and take a leadership position," Commissioner Joe
Angelo said. "I'm excited."

Residents will have an opportunity to meet Perez at an open police forum from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Jan. 21 at
the Wilton Manors Elementary School, 2401 NE Third Ave.

Elizabeth Baier can be reached at ebaier@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4637.






