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burdensome tax bill of $32.41, a harbinger of the days ahead when a
major selling point for homes in Wilton Manors would be “no city
taxes.” Florida Fiber eventually closed down and platted its land to
be sold as Progresso.

In 1892 George A. Farnham of Saratoga Springs, New York, bought
42 acres on the north fork from the Boston and Florida Atlantic Coast
Land Company for $515.37. The company had acquired considerable
acreage as a grant from the state for its role in building what would
later become the Intracoastal Waterway, into which Middle River flows.
Farnham held the land, apparently as an investment, until his death
three decades later.

Life began to stir around Middle and New Rivers after the completion
in 1892 of the County Road from Lantana on the shores of Lake Worth
to Lemon City on the shores of Biscayne Bay. Stage coaches ran from
Lantana to the north side of the New River and from Lemon City north
to the south side of the river. There a ferry operated to carry passengers,
freight and mail across the deepest river on the stage line’s run. The
Middle River was crossed by two small bridges near today’s Dixie
Highway.

The man picked to operate the ferry was Frank Stranahan, a cousin
of the owner of the stage line. A man with respiratory problems,
Stranahan had moved to Florida to escape the cold winters of his
native Ohio. He assumed his duties on the shores of the New River
on January 31, 1893.

The plat of the town of Colohatchee, as laid out by Frank R. Oliver, T.C.
Moody and S.H. Weaver in October, 1910.
- Broward County Historical Commission
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Stranahan established a trading post to deal with the Indians who
lived on the river and in the Everglades. In 1896 Henry M. Flagler put
the ferry out of business by bringing his railroad south from West Palm
Beach to the New River and then on to Miami. Small settlements sprang
up along the railroad’s path and a town began to grow near the location
of an 1838 Seminole War fort. Stranahan became the founding father of
a city which would take the name of the fortification — Fort Lauderdale.

He bought farm land on the southeast tip of the island. It would later
become the Coral Point subdivision in Wilton Manors. In 1900 Frank
married Ivy Cromartie, the community’s first school teacher. Years
later she reminisced to a Miami Herald reporter about their farm:

“We’d go out to the farm in a buggy or a canoe. It was a beautiful
trip by water. Both New River and Middle River were very clear, and
we could see tropical fish of all colors swimming around under the
canoe. There was lots of wildlife along the banks.”

Alligators, she said, sunned themselves by the rivers and wildcats
and bears roamed through the neighborhood. An eagle kept a nest in
a tall pine tree within sight of their farm.

“I frequently made trips at night along the paths,” she said, “but I
always carried a lantern. The animals were afraid of the light.”

Near the farm Seminoles were seen regularly cultivating coontie,

a plant from which they concocted a soup called “sofkee.” Two large
Indian camps were located near the forks of the river, just west of
today’s Federal Highway.

In 1910 Frank Oliver, T.C. Moody and S.H. Weaver of Fort Lauderdale
laid out a plat for a sub-division they called Colohatchee, lying between
the south and north forks of the Middle River, just west of the Florida
East Coast Railway tracks. Among the names of the east-west streets
were Bay, Palmetto, Centre, Main, Pine and Lime. One of the north-
south thoroughfares was Dade Avenue. The island was at that time
part of Dade County. A note on the plat indicates that just a mile west
lay the Everglades.

By 1910 the population of Stranahan’s town had soared to 143 people.
When the town fathers realized that Dania, lying just to the south, was
planning to annex their community, they moved quickly to incorporate
Fort Lauderdale in March, 1911, just as Wilton Manors would do 36
years later when threatened with annexation by Fort Lauderdale.

That same month an enormous promotion overran the area. Richard
“Dicky” Bolles, a real estate promoter who had bought half a million
acres of Everglades swamp land from the state, held a giant land
auction in Fort Lauderdale. His Florida Fruit Lands Company conducted
a combination auction and lottery to sell land in the newly-drained
Everglades. Or as the sales literature called it “Tropical Paradise,”
“Promised Land,” or “Land of Destiny.” The New York World called
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these eager salesmen “swamp boomers.” For $240 a buyer could
purchase a farm in the Glades, hopefully one above water, with a
dry-land lot in Progresso thrown in.

During a one-week period in March, 1911, more than 3,000 people
rode Florida East Coast Railway trains into a town of less than 150
residents. One who came to town that memorable year not to buy but
to sell was Winborn Joseph Willingham, from Macon, Georgia. He was
known as “Windy Joe,” possibly as a play on his first name of Winborn
but more likely because of his profession. Windy Joe Willingham was
an auctioneer, pressed into duty to auction off land for Tom Bryan, one
of Fort Lauderdale’s most prominent leaders then and for many years
to come. Windy Joe would provide a significant key to the future of the
City of Wilton Manors.

In 1912 a sturdy house was built in the area between the two forks
of the Middle River. Uncle Billy Johnson built the home using three-inch
Dade County pine for his floors. Uncle Billy farmed the land and
operated a dairy.

In 1915 the east coast towns from Deerfield to Hallandale decided it
was time to break away from Miami and Dade County. That year
Broward County was formed, named in honor of Governor Napoleon
Bonaparte Broward, whose drainage program had opened up the
Everglades land that Dickey Bolles and his swamp boomers had sold.

That same year Dixie Highway was completed through Broward
County, linking the area to the northern states. Described as “rocky,
rough, full of potholes, narrow,” it was the first major road opening
up the southeast coast to the new conveyance now available to vast
numbers of Americans. World War I, which ended in November of 1918,
had slowed the spread the automobile but not for long. Florida would
soon be echoing with the roar of auto engines.

By 1919 movie makers were beginning to take advantage of the
state’s exotic, tropical settings. That year many sequences of The Firing
Line, starring the famous dancer/actress Irene Castle, were shot in the
pine woods near Colohatchee. Chemical torches illuminated night
hunting scenes, giving the jungle “the appearance of a veritable
fairyland,” wrote the Fort Lauderdale Herald. Based on a popular novel
by Robert Chambers, the silent film was shot in black and white by
Famous Players Corporation.

To Florida the Roaring Twenties would mean more than just
Prohibition, bathtub gin, flappers and the popular dance, the
Charleston. It would mean an uncontrollable explosion of growth the
likes of which no other American state had ever lived through. It was
called simply the Boom. The Fort Lauderdale Sentinel of July 30, 1920,
heralded it prophetically:
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BUILDING BOOM STARTED
AND WILL CONTINUE

For Windy Joe Willingham it was time to return to Florida. In
Pompano he auctioned land at Pinehurst-by-the-Sea and sold land for
Harry McNab east of what is now Federal Highway. The Great Florida
Land Boom was rolling. It was time also for Windy Joe’s cousin Edward
John Willingham, better known as Ned, to appear on the scene. After
all, Windy Joe had told him:

“All live wires in Fort Lauderdale. No knockers there.”



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-permission/attribution required for re-use



©Wilton Manors Historical Society Digital Collection-permission/attribution required for re-use

the family genealogy, “at a time when the South was suffering its deepest
depression as a result of the ravages of the War Between the States.”
Already armed with plenty of money for startup costs, Willingham
came to Fort Lauderdale in 1923. He was associated for a time with
M.I. Anglin, developer of Lauderdale-by-the-Sea. Then he launched his
own development. From the
North Palm Beach County
developer, Harry Kelsey, he
bought a prime parcel of real
estate, the land lying between
the ocean and the Intracoastal
Waterway, extending from
what is now Birch State Park
to Oakland Park Boulevard.
o, == wgixwon ' He called it Lauderdale Beach.
é’_ T HADORS Jé Vista Park at Twenty-Eighth

Wiliz;néham’s 1925 plat for Wilton Manors, Stree.t and Al'A.was given to
Unit No. 1, complete with Indian names for the city by Willingham.
streets. By this time the Roaring

- Broward County Historical Commission =~ Twenties were roaring in

Broward County. To the music
of the Jazz Age bootleg whiskey was flowing too fast for the revenuers
to keep up and real estate was selling too fast for the paper work to
keep up.

Along Las Olas Boulevard West Virginian Charlie Rodes was creating
“finger isles” and labeling Fort Lauderdale “the Venice of America.” To
the south Joseph Young was developing a new city, Hollywood-by-the-Sea,
well on its way to becoming for a time the largest in the county. North
of Fort Lauderdale, Pompano was booming.

It was all too much for Frank Stranahan: “We are getting in too much
of a rush here. City life too fast for me.”

In those heady days of 1924 Ned Willingham bought Uncle Billy
Johnson’s farm, just north of Middle River and west of Dixie Highway.
Ned saw it as a suburb of the county seat. He planned at first to call his
subdivision Willingham Park, then settled on Wilton Manors, making
use of the first three letters of his surname. The rumor would later
circulate that Wilton was chosen because it was the maiden name of
his wife. Not so. Her maiden name was Eula Felton.

The following year Willingham bought an additional 30 acres from
M.C. Slagle, a Kansan who had come to Fort Lauderdale in 1919. That
year Slagle had purchased 20 acres from “old man (Dr. Leslie) Maxwell”
for $4,500. In 1925 he received a down payment of $7,500 for his land.

By now Willingham was ready to proceed with the plat of Wilton
Manors Unit Number 1. He had accumulated 345 acres of pine land,
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“WILTON MANORS ALMOST READY FOR MARKET.”

The drop from the headline told readers, “Manors Features Lofty
Entrance Gate and 100-Foot Boulevard Which Shortens Route South.”

The story’s lengthy lead read:

“Wilton Manors, described as being something new and different in
suburban developments and destined to become one of the most beautiful
residential areas in Florida, is the realization of the practical, yet unique
vision of its developer, E.J. Willingham. The Manors consists of 345
acres of pine-clad land strategically set within the northern limits of
Fort Lauderdale between the east and west Dixie Highways.”

At that point something went wrong in the story. The tenth and
eleventh lines were printed upside down, an omen perhaps, pointing
ahead to eminent disaster. Still, the story made it clear that Wilton
Manors would be opening soon, unfortunately to a buying public that
was fast becoming a great deal less eager to buy.

Willingham, his right-hand man Perry Mickel and the sales staff used
the towers as administrative and sales offices. A stairway to the top of
the tall south tower gave salesmen the opportunity to give prospective
“home-seekers” a view of the community they hoped would rise from
the pineland. It was a fine view, Mickel later said, but prospective buyers
never got to see a bustling town.

Then on February 9, a full-page ad in the Fort Lauderdale News printed
the big announcement. E.J. Willingham Development Co. was open for
business. But where were the buyers?

In all the company’s ads the art work featured the architect’s
drawing of the gates. Declared the copy: “Wilton Manors is already
an established community — within the city limits of Fort Lauderdale
— two miles north on the Dixie from the city’s business district —
where values must increase rapidly with the city’s inevitable expansion
to the north — exclusive, convenient, accessible —between the East
and West Dixie Highways — next to the Florida East Coast Railroad —
with the south fork of enchanting Middle River in its Southern
Boundary — highly developed and extremely beautiful.”

The ads, always tastefully presented, hit hard at the theme of streets
and roads. Wilton Boulevard was described as the new East Dixie
Highway shortcut, 80 feet wide with 10-foot parkways on either side,”
eliminating seven turns on the old Dixie...” The ad also claimed 11 1/4
miles of paved streets.

The company struggled bravely to impart a mood of optimism. Ads
pointed out that even before the sales office opened more than a quarter
of a million dollars worth of lots had been sold. Lots ranged in price
from $3,000 to $7,500, fairly high numbers for the time. Residences on
Wilton Boulevard were to cost no less than $8,500, on Dixie Highway,
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badly damaged, Wilton Manors, high and dry as pinelands usually are,
weathered the physical damage. The land survived. Ned Willingham’'s
dream did not.

All over the area businesses and banks were failing. The river of
checkbook-bearing out-of-towners slowed to a trickle. Where were the
new buyers to feed money into the market? Already the older buyers
were defaulting on their payments. Properties were reverting to the
developers who didn’t want them. They couldn’t pay the taxes on the
land.

M.C. Slagle, who had collected $7,500 from the Willingham company
as a down payment on his 20 acres, wound up owning his land again.
He also got to keep the $7,500. He was among the few who came
through the real estate bust in good financial shape.

Ned Willingham and his wife returned to Macon, leaving his properties
in the hands of his son, E.J., Jr,, and Perry Mickel. The Mickels in the
meantime had raised their beach apartment and built a first floor under
it. They had little time to enjoy it. In those Prohibition days rum runners
began unloading cargo too close to their home, “too close for comfort,”
as Perry put it. So, said Dorothea, “We sold the beach house to the
Capone gang and they burned it later.” The Mickels moved into Ned
Willingham's old home to take care of the house for the developer, but
trouble wouldn’t go away. Citrus canker attacked the orange grove back
of the house and the trees had to be uprooted and burned.

In the short time that remained for him Ned Willingham maintained
his ties to Fort Lauderdale. With young August Burghard, champion
swimmer, newspaper editor and later Florida historian, the developer
shared Georgia backgrounds. August had attended Mercer College in
Willingham’s home town, Macon. When the bank where Burghard’s
wedding funds were deposited failed, the developer, still reeling from
a $3,000,000 loss, loaned the young man the money to get married.

In the early fall of 1927 Ned Willingham suffered a cerebral hemor-
rhage. He lingered on for seven months before dying in an Asheville,
North Carolina, hospital on the last day of March, 1928. He was 66. At
that he outlived his wife Eula by exactly two months. The obituaries of
both Willinghams were prominently displayed on page one of the
Macon Telegraph.

Norman Malcolm, seeking information for a brief history of the town
for the Wilton Manors Bulletin, wrote:

“Mayor (Dave) Turner, who knew Willingham well, said the latter
always carried his check book along and paid on the spot. When the
collapse came, nobody suffered by Willingham's defaults since there
were none.

“Seldom has extended inquiry been made among so many people
about a man engaged as Willingham was without some unkind
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criticism but your investigator encountered nothing but praise for
the Founder of Wilton Manors. Mr. Hiaasen characterized him as ‘One
of God’s noblemen.””
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mother set about building the course to the elder Richardson’s specifications.
They worked with a tractor and a scoop. Buddy Hicks worked with
them to construct the course and was still working for the Richardsons
six decades later.

The design called for a par-three for the eighth hole.

“Where are we going to put the green, George?” the teenager’s
mother asked.

“I dropped a ball,” said George, “and hit an eight-iron about 150
yards. Where the ball stopped, that's where we put the green.”

By the winter of 1937 the course was ready for play, a 2,820-yard
nine-hole layout, with an 18-hole par of 68. The course was built
without any debt.

At the time the Richardson Golf Course, which was closed in the
summer, was one of only three courses in the area. The others were the
Fort Lauderdale Country Club, finally rebuilt after the ‘26 hurricane,
and Orange Brook in Hollywood.

The Wilton Manors course drew heavily from winter visitors,
particularly those staying at the Lauderdale Beach Hotel and the
Hillsboro Club. Among the celebrities who played it were Homer
Cummings, attorney general in the cabinet of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt; opera singer Gladys Swarthout, and baseball magnate
Ford Frick.

“Our golf course anchored Wilton Manors in those days,” said
George Richardson, Jr., “and I like to think it gave it a little forward
motion.”

In 1940 Alvar Hagen came to Wilton Manors from Berwyn, Illinois.
He bought property adjacent to the golf course along the bank of the
south fork of Middle River and additional land on the south end of
Wilton Drive. He would become a major figure in the growth of the city
by building and selling houses and business properties. He would play
a significant role in organizing the Wilton Manors Civic Association,
Inc., and would donate land for a city park.

At about the same time John Pedersen arrived in Wilton Manors
and began to acquire land by purchasing tax-delinquent property. This
enabled him to offer properties later at a reasonable cost.

In that same period Paul and Lillie May Dye of Fort Lauderdale
bought the George Farnham property from the Resolution Trust
Corporation, which took it over following foreclosure and a bank
failure. Paul Dye was the son of Robert Dye, who with M.A. Hortt
developed the ritzy Idylwyld section where Ned Willingham lived at
one time. For his low-lying land on the north fork of the river Paul Dye
had plans considerably less ritzy.

But Dye’s plans would wait just as would those of other area developers.
Any chance of significant growth stopped cold on December 7, 1941.
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The expansion of Wilton Manors would not occur until after the United
States of America brought World War II to a successful conclusion.

Still, in the midst of the war a significant event occurred in the
community. Dave Turner, son of Broward County’s first sheriff, moved
with his family into Wilton Manors. In 1943 when the original
Willingham deed restrictions expired, Turner bought out the
Willingham estate properties in Wilton Manors. He would not turn
out to be a man who operated on a small scale. Turner, in time, would
become the biggest private landowner in Florida as well as the man
who transformed Wilton Manors from a subdivision into a city.
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Eight-seven favored it, ten opposed incorporation. The association still
needed twenty-five more registered voters to make their petition official.
Meanwhile Highland Estates decided against joining with Wilton
Manors.

At the April 4 meeting, the civic association scheduled what its minutes
called “the big meeting,” a meeting so big it had to be held on the
Richardson Golf Course on April 21. Colonel Robinson was authorized
to take the legal steps needed to convert the petitions into official status
as the Village of Wilton Manors. A slate of officers was nominated,
headed by Dave Turner.

One ironic twist was the decision not to include in the village the golf
course where the official meeting was held. Also omitted was the tiny
community of Lazy Lake.

On April 28, 1947, the Broward County Circuit Court recognized
Robinson’s petition, declaring that what had started as a small subdivision
in 1926 was now qualified as a non-profit organization to be known as
the Village of Wilton Manors, population roughly 350 people. The
unopposed slate became the village’s first officers. Turner was named
mayor and municipal judge. Alvar Hagen was elected president of the
village council along with J. Marvin Brown, Arthur Chabot, James Boyd
and Colonel William Robinson, who doubled as the village’s first
attorney. Katherine Clark became the village clerk.

The first town meetings were held in Hagen’s real estate office on
Wilton Drive. From 1947 to 1952 Wilton Manors records were stored
in Colonel Robinson’s law offices.

On May 13, 1947 the State of Florida completed its processing of the
paperwork sent to Tallahassee and declared the community officially
the Village of Wilton Manors. The world the little town was born into
was a far different land from South Florida a half a century later. The
population of the entire county was less than 80,000. Fort Lauderdale
Mayor Harold Holden complained that his city had become “too noisy
— motor scooters, motor cycles, speeding boats and airplanes.”
Television sets were just beginning to appear in private homes in 1947,
the year President Harry S. Truman dedicated Everglades National Park
and Edwin Land invented the Polaroid Land Camera.

In those simpler times prices were lower. Bacon sold for 47 cents a
pound, catsup for 10 cents a bottle and 10 pounds of potatoes for 39
cents. A woman could buy a bathing suit for $5, a dress for $10 and a
girdle for $2.95. A man could purchase a suit for $15. If he wanted to
celebrate the dawn of an era, a fifth of Gladstone gin cost just $2.83.

If he wanted a bottle of bourbon, Kentucky Tavern would set him
back $6.98.

It was a wet year when the town was born and the rains of 1947
would have an important bearing on the future of the town. That year
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with them their community’s volunteer fire department and fire truck
located on Sixth Lane. At the same election voters in Wilton Manors
voted, 57 to 45, against levying a three-tenths of a mill tax.

Dave Turner stepped down as mayor in 1952. To follow the man who
had made Wilton Manors a town, voters turned to one whose roots
went back even further. Perry Micke], from the original Willingham
organization, took over the position of mayor on March 3, 1952. Joining
him on the city council was Frank Starling, who would succeed him as
mayor three years later.

One of Mickel's first official acts was to sign the authorization for the
appointment of the town's first police officers, charged with insuring
“the peace, good order and observance of law within the municipal
limits of the Town (not the Village) of Wilton Manors.” Richard Beaney
was named chief of police and William R. Hook police officer.

In a letter to the Village Council, President C.A. Saxer announced the
formation of the Wilton Manors Volunteer Fire Company, consisting of
42 members. He asked that the village recognize the group as the official
fire company of Wilton Manors and contribute funds for the purchase,
maintenance and repair of firefighting equipment. C. Kass was named
the first fire chief, but he served less than a year. In fact, the department
was headed by no less than five fire chiefs in its first eight years. Among
the early volunteers were Norman Malcolm, Frank Starling and Police
Chief Beaney.

A permit issued on August 21 showed how much the town had
grown. Food Fair bought property on the east side of Wilton Drive and
announced plans to build the town’s first supermarket.

Members of the Wilton Manors Civic Association were somewhat
startled at the predictions made to them at their December meeting by
State Representative Ted David. The young Hollywood legislator told
them that South Florida was in line to become the greatest metropolitan
area in the world with a population of 10,000,000 people. And right in
the center, he told them, would sit the strategically located Village of
Wilton Manors.

A group of developers, Turner, Jim Dean and Bob Roberts of Middle
River Estates, Joe Schmitt and Charles Dalton, of Coral Gardens, and
James Hunt and Joe Taravella, of Coral Point, also made a major
announcement. Plans were made public to extend Twenty-sixth Street to
Federal Highway by building a bridge over the north fork of the Middle
River and connecting it with Galt Boulevard. On December 20, 1952 the
bridge was dedicated and given to Broward County. More than 2,000
people stood on the bridge and the surrounding land as Turner handed
the deed to County Commissioner Dick Gallion. By midnight, some
4,000 cars had driven across the new bridge, directed by an eventually
weary Chief Beaney.
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rooftop restaurant on the east side of Wilton Drive. On the front of the
building was printed the word “bank.”

“I showed the drawing to Dwight Rogers — he was my attorney,”
said Dean. “He told me, ‘Take that word bank off there. You'll never get
a bank out there in all those palmettos and pine trees.””

“I told him to just wait and see. We were going to get a bank and if
he was interested I'd like to have him on the board of directors.”

A break with the past came when Willingham'’s gatehouse tower was
converted into a Baptist chapel. The chapel was ready in time for a
Christmas program in December, 1953. All of its 100 seats were filled.

In January, 1954 ground was broken for the construction of a new
Wilton Manors Baptist Chapel across from the Wilton Manors
Elementary School.

Another memento from the Willingham past also changed its status
in 1954. To build roads and foundations for houses and the gate into
Wilton Manors, the developer had dug deeply into the rocky area just
west of his first plat. The result was a rockpit, which soon became a lake
— Lazy Lake. Charles Lindfors, an accountant, bought the land in 1946
and developed it into a small subdivision in conjunction with Clinton
Gamble, a Fort Lauderdale architect, and Hal Ratcliff, a general contractor.
In 1947 they became Lazy Lakes’ first three families. Six years later
the residents of Lazy Lake, totally surrounded by Wilton Manors,
incorporated as a city, a very small one, less than 30 people. The purpose
was to prevent a takeover by Wilton Manors, a city of some 4,000.

Lazy Lake’s action marked the latest in a strange parade of events.

In 1911 Fort Lauderdale incorporated to prevent a takeover by Dania.
In 1953 Wilton Manors incorporated to block Fort Lauderdale from the
the same move. A year later Lazy Lakes moved to thwart capture by
Wilton Manors.

No longer mayor, Dave Turner was still keeping busy in many ways.
With Dean and Bob Roberts, he was developing Middle River Estates
east of Dixie Highway. Lots in their development were ranging from
$2,250 to $4,250 on the waterfront. Coral Point, developed by Joe
Taravella of Coral Ridge Properties on the eastern tip of the island, was
selling waterfront lots for $8,500 to $9,000. West of Andrews Avenue lots
at Cuerva del Rio — the curve of the river — waterfront lots were
$3,300; inside lots $2,220.

In addition to his business activities, Turner continued active in public
service. He was named to the State Road Board as the representative for
the Southeast District of the state. After he stepped down from the SRD,
the state named a bridge for him. It was the connection that led residents
of Wilton Manors most directly to the beach, the Oakland Park
Boulevard bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway.

In December, 1954 ground was broken for the bank in the land of
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the city’s one-man police force, was fired. The council, concerned about
“rumors of misconduct” associated with marital problems, removed
him from office and elevated Sergeant Brace to the position of chief.

That fall the city took over the library and moved it into the newly
vacated town meeting hall, the same building where the library drive
had been started a year before. Two years later the building was doubled
in size. By 1960 it contained some 10,000 books and magazines.

In her first column of 1958 Virginia Rogers, who wrote “Wilton
Manors Topics” for the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, declared 1957 “one
of the busiest, most productive years in Wilton Manors history...1957
saw a continuation of the building boom here. Important commercial
additions include three shopping centers.... five restaurants, a bowling
arena and more than 400 new homes. On January 1, 1957, there were
1,963 water meters here. Today there are 2,358, indicating at least 1,500
new residents and a total population in excess of 10,000.”

The columnist’s exuberant population estimate had residents looking
ahead to the next official census in 1960. What would it show about a
village that had grown into a city nestled in an urban world that was
rapidly becoming vastly more complicated.
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became the sixth fire chief in Wilton Manors’ first eight years as a city.
Miller, a beloved figure who was known as “coach,” would provide
real continuity by holding the position for the next two decades. He
relinquished his post in 1980 to his protege Richard Rothe.

On March 4, 1962 reporter Ken Strickland wrote in The Miami Herald:
“Only 15 years after its incorporation this central Broward City has
nearly reached its saturation point....With 90 per cent of the land within
its limits now developed there is little room for additional growth....But
residents of the self-contained community could not care less. They pay
among the lowest taxes in the county yet have full city services.”

The story pointed out that from 1957 through 1961 the total value
of new construction had decreased each year. Residential building
constituted roughly two-third of all construction projects in 1961.

One effect of the diminishing supply of land had been to enhance
the value of existing homes, Mayor Price said. The value of many of
the homes, sold originally for about $15,000, had appreciated to the
$18,000-24,000 range, the mayor said.

“New families are attracted to the city by its desirable location,
shopping and recreation facilities, and, of course, low taxes,” the article
continued. “Price predicted property in the city will continue to rise in
value as long as the community retains its present character. And its
contented residents aren’t likely to let it change.”

Wilton Manors had good reason to be pleased with itself on the
Fourth of July, 1961. Fifteen-year-old Gary Patchen, who lived at 2132
NW Fifth Avenue, had raced three times in the Fort Lauderdale Soap
Box Derby. He had come in fourth, third and second. Would his fourth
try mean a first for him in “Dixie,” his sleek, black, home-made racing
car?

A crowd of 15,000 gathered near the Las Olas Bridge, one of the few
places in Broward County that could provide enough slope for the cars
which were powered not by engines but by gravity. Cheered on by his
parents Bob and Louise Patchen, Gary won.

“I put in a lot of work on my car but you just can’t imagine what it
feels like to actually win after coming so close,” said Gary. One of his
rewards was a trip to Akron, Ohio, to compete against state champions
in the national championship before a crowd of 100,000. Again, his
performance was impressive. He finished second in the nation.

In 1963 Wilton Manors didn’t change but America did. On November
22, 1963 the country’s young president, John F. Kennedy, was assassinated
in Dallas, Texas. His murder ushered in a decade of turmoil and strife
throughout the country and, some feel, ended America’s “age of
innocence.”

Though 1964 was generally quiet in Wilton Manors, another symbol
of the past came crashing down that year. Part of the Wilton Drive gate
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Girl Scouts. I watched Wilton Manors change from a village to a city.
Two years ago, we felt that our work in the community was finished...
Then a neighbor spoke to us about taking in mentally retarded children.
We accepted the challenge.”

In the spring of 1966 Harold Gair, Wilton Manors’ third police chief,
resigned due to ill health. Captain Felix Miller served as acting chief
while the city looked for a man to fill a job that was becoming
increasingly complex as the city and the area around it swelled in
population. For the post Mayor Price and the city council promoted
from within by picking the man who scored highest in a competitive
examination.

Sergeant Bernard Scott, who hailed from St. Louis, joined the Wilton
Manors Police Department in 1958. Five years later he was promoted to
sergeant and then prior to his appointment as chief he served as acting
captain. In heading up a police force of 21, he became at 30 the youngest
police chief in Florida.

As a young patrolman in the early 60s the new chief encountered
a chastening experience. Scott was directing traffic at Five Points when
a man driving by stopped and asked him for directions to Federal
Highway. Scott pointed east down Twenty-sixth Street, only to learn
minutes later about a robbery at a local finance company. From the
description he recognized the car and the suspect.

“I gave an armed robbery suspect directions out of town,” said Scott,
who went on to hold the position of chief for 22 years.

On January 28, 1968 George Richardson, who had moved to Wilton
Manors in 1936, was named county judge by Governor Claude Kirk.
Two years later he would move to a higher tribunal when he was
named to the Circuit Court. Richardson, a 1951 graduate of the
University of Miami Law School, had practiced law from the
Richardson Golf Course clubhouse while continuing to help his
mother Rachel run the family golf course, a Wilton Manors landmark
from the earliest days.

“I once got off a tractor out on the golf course to draw up a will,”
he said. Richardson had previously served as a city councilman and
as city attorney.

Two days after Richardson’s appointment the city received the sad
news that Mayor Price had died at 59 at Holy Cross Hospital after an
illness of several weeks. A native of Lykens, Pennsylvania, Price came
to Wilton Manors in the early 1950s with his family. He served on the
city council from 1956-60. Elected mayor in 1960, he held the office for
six years.

At the time of his death, Price, who was employed as jail steward
by the Broward County Sheriff’s Department, was president of the
Broward County League of Municipalities. He was also a member of
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$429,426 were four-and-a-half acres of land and the existing building,
containing 22,256 square feet of floor area. The property’s appraised
value was $540,000.

“Your City Council feels that the acquisition of this property is essential
in order to provide for the needs of the city now and in the future,”
wrote City Council President Fred B. Fetzer in the Town Crier. Possible
future uses included a new and larger public library, municipal parking
area, city office space and expanded recreation and park facilities.

On New Year’s Eve, 1978 the city hosted its first Wilton Manors
Seven Mile Foot Race. Some 600 runners set out from Mickel Field.
Dean Reinke, of Bloomington, Indiana, crossed the finish line in 35
minutes, roughly 45 minutes ahead of the runner-up. Mayor Welling,
who played football at Syracuse University because, he said, he was
too slow for track, watched from the sidelines.

“I might run next year,” he said.

In looking back on his two terms as mayor, Mayor Welling concluded
that the two achievements of which he was most proud were the
consolidation of the city’s two sewer bonds into one and the improvements
on Northeast Twenty-Sixth Street from Federal Highway to Five Points.
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Chapter /

Into the 1980s

In the 1980 election Jim Maurer regained his seat as mayor of a
Wilton Manors whose growth was finally beginning to slow down.

The Census of 1980 reported a population of 12,718 residents, still well
below the 15,000 estimated in 1975. By now muost of the city was, as
developers say, “built out.” Growth would necessarily be slow since the
city was essentially an island.

In late May the city was confronted with an event that revealed how
much a part Wilton Manors had become of the changing South Florida
scene. A suspicious neighbor called Wilton Manors police to report that
a large, high-powered Excaliber-type boat had docked at Middle River
at a home in the 2400 block of NE Eighteenth Avenue in the night. A
sizable number of people crept stealthily from the boat and disappeared
into the house. Police immediately notified the U.S. Border Patrol. A
squad of five policemen, including young Steve Kenneth, surrounded
the house to prevent suspected smugglers and aliens from escaping.

By early afternoon the Border Patrol had obtained a warrant. Police
and the patrol moved in on the waterfront home. They arrested three
smugglers and 14 Colombian immigrants. The aliens had been smuggled
to Wilton Manors from Bimini at prices ranging from $600 to $800
a person.

In 1981 Frank Starling retired after 21 years as city administrator.
Tracy Stafford resigned his seat on the council to seek, successfully, the
administrator’s job. To fill the seat left vacant by Stafford the council
picked a man who had orbited the earth 11 times as an astronaut.

Don Eisele, a 51-year-old stockbroker, lived on Jenada Isle on the
west side of town, an area which was not represented on the council
at that time. This was one major factor in picking him. The other was
that as an astronaut he had already demonstrated “the right stuff.”

Said Eisele of his new job, “I don’t know what’s on the horizon.”

That year the mayor was struggling with a large problem, large in
every sense of the word. His weight had climbed to 276 pounds, too
much for even his six-foot-two frame. Cecil Nall, director of parks and
recreation, came up with a workable idea, not just for the mayor but for
everyone battling a weight problem. In conjunction with the American
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“A guy can't even take a vacation without somebody looking for
him,” said the mayor.

In a sense the event was the first act of a Who's the Mayor? play.

A more complicated one would appear the following year. In 1984 two
residents declared to run for mayor, Robert DuBree, owner of one of the
town’s two motels, the Ponte Rio, and Sam Stevens, director of building
and community development for the City of Tamarac.

Since Florida has a “resign-to-run” law, Floyd Rogers, a resident,
announced he would take legal action to remove Stevens, an official
of another city, from the ballot. Enough confusion reigned to leave the
issue unresolved until one day before the election. By the time a
Broward Circuit Court judge disqualified Stevens it was too late to
remove his name from the ballot. When the votes were counted, Stevens
had 1606. DuBree trailed with 1517. Still, as the only candidate running
legally, he was the mayor. The nature of his victory, however, left him
with a considerable burden in serving as mayor.

One of his burdens was the strange case of Vikki Kittles, whose arrest
in May, 1985 brought back memories of the “Bird Lady” in the tower.

In response to complaints from neighbors five Wilton Manors police.
Sergeant Don Ridenhour and four other Wilton Manors police officers,
two veterinarians and Detective Sherry Schlueter, an animal abuse
specialist with the Broward Sheriff’s Office entered Kittles’ home at
1818 NE Twenty-Seventh Street. They found an incredible menagerie —
37 dogs, three cats and two horses.

Ellen Stein, writing in the News/Sun-Sentinel, called it a “tumultuous
scene highlighted by dozens of loudly barking dogs, a horse that
rebelled against being loaded into a trailer and about 30 neighbors
looking on.” Kittles was charged with two counts of cruelty to animals.

“We spent all day Thursday trying to negotiate with her to peacefully
put the animals where they’d be well taken of,” said Mayor DuBree.
“We really didn’t want to lock the lady up.”

Vikki Kittles landed Wilton Manors in the pages of the National
Engquirer before the summer was over. On orders of a Broward County
judge she moved out of the house and eventually out of the area.

In 1984 Marcia Ellington became only the third librarian in the
town's history, succeeding Mary Schmidt, retiring after 16 years.
Ellington, who came to Wilton Manors as a child in 1959, joined the
library staff in 1968. She oversaw the library’s move into an increasingly
technological world in which the institution’s traditional collection of
books was joined by two highly popular additions — videos of famous
motion pictures and audiobooks.

Wilton Manors celebrated its 1985 Fourth of July with the biggest fire
in its history. At 3.58 A.M. Florida Power and Light received a call that
one of the eight Manor Grove Village condominiums was burning.
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“He knows the city from a perspective that’s rare for someone coming
in,” said Mayor Stafford. “I think he’s got a lot of good qualities to bring
to that job.”

Chief Kenneth would need those qualities. Urban Broward had grown
into a metropolitan area with well over a million people and a daunting
range and variety of problems and crimes. Policing the area in cities
large and small, like Wilton Manors, had been become a difficult and
demanding job.
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Chapter /

Into the 1980s (Supplement)
DEDICATIONS

On February 11, 1984, the Police Department renovation and addition
was dedicated with Mayor James E. Mauer, Council President Diane R.
Cline, Council Vice-President William D. Turner, Council Members
James A. Grady, Loren J. “Duke” Maltby and Jack R. Zeman officiating.
The expanded Police Department allowed for an improved radio dispatch
area, records storage, interrogation room, briefing room and offices for
all administrative officers.

On October 5, 1985, a dedication ceremony was held to commemorate
the Wilton Drive improvement project. The rebuilding of Wilton Drive
was recognized on this date with a gala celebration; however it was not
the first but rather the third rebuilding of the Drive. In 1925, Wilton
Drive became the focal point of an ambitious project for a high grade
subdivision. A dirt road was transformed into a paved street with
sidewalks and light standards. The developer, E. J. Willingham, planned
to line the Drive with stately two story homes and Royal palm trees.
The second rebuilding of the Drive came in 1955, when Wilton Drive —
now a state road — was widened from two lanes to four lanes, and
drainage was installed. And today, imagine the surprise of Mr.
Willingham if he could see the Drive with five lanes, medians,
landscaping, and lined — not with stately homes - but with businesses
that comprise the heart of Wilton Manors.

Following the Wilton Drive Dedication and parade the new city seal
was dedicated at the City Hall Council Chambers with Mayor Robert
H. DuBree, Sr., Vice Mayor Diane R. Cline, and Council Members
William D. Turner, Martin Bush and Sherod (Rab) Rouser officiating.
The history and development of Wilton Manors is a fascinating story of
community pride and effort on the part of its citizens. Although many
changes have taken place over the years, it still remains the type of
community where people are interested in making it “the best place to
live” The new Seal represents the re-vitalization of our pride as was
the renovation of Wilton Drive which was dedicated earlier in the day.
Over fifty residents and businesses contributed to the City Seal Fund
so that the Seal might forever continue to show our community pride
and the City it represents.
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year-old nephew of David Archacki, public services superintendent,
caught a snook off Townhouse Isle in the waters of the south fork.

As Wilton Manors neared the end of its first half century, the city
turned its attention to enhancing its cultural life and in the process
revitalizing its downtown. Brian Smith’s Off Broadway on 26th Street
had already shown that the area could support a quality theater.

The city’s 1995 adventure in the world of cinema gave it a tasty
introduction, if not a memorable movie. The grandson of Carl Hiaasen,
a pioneer resident, wrote a book called Striptease, set primarily in Fort
Lauderdale. Hollywood liked the later Carl Hiaasen's outrageously
funny book and decided to produce a motion picture, starring Demi
Moore and featuring a noted South Florida actor, Burt Reynolds. Most
of the movie was shot in South Florida, much of it in Broward County.
One location that was needed was a mobile home community to serve
as a home for the stripper-star’s fictional sister-in-law.

Next to the railroad tracks in Wilton Manors sat the Middle River
Trailer Park, owned by Mary Yawt and her family for more than 40
years. Just the place for the film crew to work, thought Mayor
Wilkinson. The movie’s producers agreed.

“It's our funkiest trailer park,” said the mayor. “I'm not proud of
that, but I'm very proud they did their filming here in Wilton Manors.”

The mayor spent two days in the park, watching the filming. He later
worked as an extra in a scene shot at the Sheraton Bal Harbour Resort
in Dade County. Citing such features as mangroves, water and parks, he
said, “We invite movies to film here and I'll do everything I can to help
them.”

The cultural thrust of Wilton Manors goes far beyond the shooting
of occasional movie sequences. Arts and entertainment have been
designated a major vehicle to revive the city’s downtown, said City
Manager Bob Levy. He sees “the Coconut Grove of Broward County,”
rising along Wilton Drive.

“Not highbrow,” said the Harvard-educated Levy. “We're looking
for cafes and places where ordinary people can enjoy an evening.” Art
galleries and upscale nightclubs would also be part of the mix sought
by city officials.

The key to the rejuvenation of downtown will be the Island City
Arts Center, located in the 2020 building on Wilton Drive, in a building
which once housed the Food Fair supermarket. The project is being
developed in partnership with the Fort Lauderdale Children’s Theatre
and the Fort Lauderdale Players.

Mayor Wilkinson, looking ahead to the twenty-first century, wrote:
“What an opportunity we now have! A new millennium dawns! The
foundation we build today will propel us into the future. As Wilton
Manors evolves, we shift from an Indian hunting and fishing ground
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to an agrarian economy — to a bedroom community — to a true urban
city. Our predecessors built their ‘village’ based on the need for appropriate
housing, roads that carried us quickly to our destinations, and small
centers where community members could shop, dine and chat with one
another. The age of mega-stores, mega-malls and gridlock has caused us
to look at different solutions and ideals.”

Wilton Manors has been a low-profile town, home to only a handful
of celebrities, most notably Nancy Stafford, astronaut Don Eisele and
Rocky Marciano, former heavyweight boxing champion who lived on
the west side of town in the 1950s.

“Wilton Drive is one of the few places in Broward County that has
that hometown, downtown feeling,” said Harold Horne, community
services director, underscoring the importance so many residents attach
to the city’s small town image.

“We're a small town surrounded by a big city,” said Rick Miller,
owner and operator with his wife Sherry of Barton and Miller Cleaners,
founded in 1956 by his father and Buster Barton. “But we still have that
small town atmosphere.”

Said Dr. Robert Helmholdt, an orthodontist who has practiced in the
city for more than two decades: “Wilton Manors is a community of solid,
hard-working family people. It's like a Norman Rockwell community.”

“It's always been home,” said Bill Turner, grandson of Dave Turner
and former city councilman. “It's a place where my father has been. It's
comforting.”

Tony Oliviera, who runs the Courtyard Cafe on Wilton Drive, said:
“You're in an oasis. It's peaceful and tranquil.”

What would Ned Willingham think if he could see the city that has
grown from the small residential suburb he started in 1925? He saw it
then as a small upscale community with beautiful homes fronting on
Wilton Boulevard, a small Dixie Highway business district serving the
residents and a hotel rising on the boulevard for the winter tourists he
thought would flock to the island. Only he never really thought of it as
an island, more as an extension of Fort Lauderdale.

Today the city’s finest homes, some estimated as valued as roughly a
$350,000, are located not on Ned’s Wilton Boulevard but along the
island’s eastern waterfront. Wilton Boulevard, restricted to “exclusively
residential” use in his original plan, became Wilton Drive, the city’s
principal business district. The land designated for the hotel is now the
site of Wilton Discount Beverages.

Five Points has become the landmark of Wilton Manors, not because
of Willingham's impressive and expensive towers at the town’s entrance
but because of what a Florida Department of Transportation engineer
called “an uncommon design.”

A conservative southerner from a small Georgia city, Willingham
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wanted a community restricted to Caucasians, not a surprising attitude
for a white Georgian born during the Civil War. Today he would see —
and obviously not comprehend — the rich ethnic and national mix

that characterizes the Wilton Manors of the 1990s. He would see the

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and and would note that the
Covenant Presbyterian Church, the city’s first, now opened its doors for
additional Haitian services and on Sunday evenings Brazilian services
conducted in Portuguese. Ned would also see restaurants serving
Chinese, Thai, Mexican, Polish, Turkish food, and an English pub
honoring the bard himself, Will Shakespeare. Of course, he would

also find seafood and southern barbecue.

One thing Ned, who liked to think of himself as a man with artistic
sensibilities, would have liked is the city’s move toward enhanced
cultural facilities. One of his 1926 ads, featuring the theme “Art in
Development,” compares Wilton Manors to “the masterpiece of the
artist,” then states, “E.J. Willingham, the artist, developed Wilton
Manors, the masterpiece.”

The city’s second founding father, Dave Turner, enjoyed a much later
view of his town. Honored by the city on his eight-second birthday, he
told Jeff Forgoston, a Fort Lauderdale News reporter, about a man who
had sought permission years ago to build a junkyard on undeveloped
land on Wilton Drive.

“I told him that we're not building a junk city,” said Turner. “We set
up a policy that we’d have a good, clean town. I think we've pretty
much kept that promise.”

If he were still around to see the town at its fiftieth anniversary on
May 13, 1997, he would like some things, dislike others, but at least he,
unlike Ned Willingham, would recognize his town — and wish it
Happy Birthday.
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City of
Wilton Manors
Officials

Mayors
Dave Turner 1947-1952 Eugene Metzger 1975-1976
Perry Mickel 1952-1955 Arthur Welling 1976-1980
J. Frank Starling  1955-1960 Robert DuBree 1984-1986
Harold T.Price 1960-1968 Tracy Stafford 1986-1990
Gerald Thompson 1968-1974 Sandra J. Steen 1990-1994
James E. Maurer  1974-1975 King Wilkinson 1994-
1980-1984

City Council Members

Alvar Hagen 1947-1952 Eugene Metzger 1968-1974
Arthur Chabot 1947-1952 James Maurer 1968-1974
William Robinson  1947-1952 1979-1980
J. Marvin Brown = 1947-1952 Arthur Welling 1971-1976
James Boyd 1947-1952 Samuel Stevens 1974-1979
James Dean 1952-1953 Fred B. Fetzer 1974-1979
Earle Middleton =~ 1952-1953 Wayne Goltz 1974-1976
J. Frank Starling  1952-1955 Tracy Stafford 1975-1981
Earl Gurney 1952-1954 Sandra Jedlicka Steen  1976-1982
Charles Saxer 1953-1955 1985-1986
Clarence Riggs 1953-1956 1988-1990
George Richardson 1954-1956 Jack Zeman 1976-1984
Fred Stevens 1955-1958 Michael B. Curran  1979-1984
William Joslin 1955-1958 James Grady 1981-1982
Vernon Burnell 1956-1960 Don Eisele 1981-1982
Harold T. Price 1956-1960 Diane Cline 1982-1986
Robert Schmidt 1958-1960 William Turner 1982-1986
Carl Blimly 1958-1961 Loren “Duke” Maltby 1982-1984
Howard Goll 1959-1962 Sherod “Rab” Rouser 1985-1985
Gerald McCauley 1960-1964 Marvin Bush 1984-1988
George Nichols 1960-1963 Wayne Musgrave 1984-1986
John Hanrahan 1960-1965 Susan Olson 1986-1993
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Marcia Stafford 1961-1975 Richard Mills III 1986-1990
William Smith 1962-1974 John Fiore 1988-
Gerald Thompson 1964-1968 Gloria O’Gorman 1990-
Lawrence Sullivan 1966-1968 Richard Pratt 1990-
Marvin Meacham 1965-1971 Jack Seiler 1993-

City Administrators/Managers

J. Frank Starling ~ 1960-1981 Dale Reith 1986-1986
Tracy Stafford 1981-1982 Wallace A.Payne 1987-1993
J. Scott Miller 1982-1985 Donald Lusk 1994-1994
Bernard Scott(acting) 1985-1986 Dr. Robert A. Levy  1995-

City Clerks

Kathryn Johnson  1947-1950 Debbie Basone 1980-1982
Mary Harvey 1950-1952 Deanne J. Doherty ~ 1982-1984
Marcia Stafford 1952-1960 Diane Hominick 1984-1984
J. Frank Starling ~ 1960-1978 Sharon Birken 1984-1988
Dorothy Grosser  1978-1979 Angela Scott 1988-

Margaret Mitchell 1979-1980

Police Chiefs

Richard Beaney 1952-1957 Felix Miller(acting)  1966-1966
Thomas Brace 1957-1961 Bernard Scott 1966-1989
Harold Gair 1961-1966 Steve Kenneth 1989-
Fire Chiefs

C. Kass 1952-1952 John S. Miller 960-1980
E. Novak 1952-1953 Richard Rothe 1980-1995
Ed Thomas 1953-1954 James Ridout 1995-1997
Wally Wakely 1954-1959 Tim Keefe 1997-

Al Walker 1959-1960

Directors, Department of Parks and Recreation

James McGivern Cecil Nall
Richard Geisler Daniel Keefe
Robert Saxon Richard Rothe
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