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ON-- ORS BACKGROUND 


vHl age of WH t on Manors has buHt up r apl dl .durlng the "I 
two y. rS , and 1!! I5 tHl grow l ng. Ilan peo ple t hlnk the '/ 
e has a bri ght f uture . Bu t , wha t of i ts ast? Ma~ of t He 

present residente are newcome r s and they may not hav~thought 
a past. Perha,Js 11. wa s Jus t anothe r caee of arrlll5tlld ' \ ~ • 

r llma i n i n6 from the daye of The Boom w~ch left l ~ 
ent sidllwa l ks and ruety light I5 t anda rde in t he I!t ran~e ~) '~ 

,. 
Af~er .Jondering t h is subject your enquir,:J.ng re porter 

declded it shoul d be lnvlle t i oat d and requee t lld ~ a§quaintance , ., 
blt of an an t i qua r i an wh o l oves to thumb over old re­

cords,to investi ga t e and he r e a r e eome f a c te f r om hi e report. 

Thll firet deed on re cord involving pre ellnt Wilton Manore 
was executlld in XXX 1890. Any preeent r ll el dent can qui etJh1e 
doubte about th is date by a careful readlng of hle a be tra c t of •tltlll.lt came a bout ae a I5 t l n thll r oman tic et.ry of thll r e­
clamation of the mangr ove ewampe and eand dunee an thlllr trane­
formation in t o t he pr esent da~ Uecca f or tour i ete and El ye ian 
Flelds fo r year r ound res l dent l5 . 

In t he year 18S 1 a roup of St.Auguetlne lA~ople headed 
by John We s t co tt lncor poratlld the Florlda Coa et Line Canal and 
Tr nspor t a tlon Co .,cppitali zed at t 18 , n 0 f or the purposil of 
" Conetructing , mai n taining , and ope r a t l ng a can l,or a r tl f i cial 
wa tllrway f or the passage of boats and vesse l s ,wi th thll neceseary 
locks,for publ i c use l n t hll conveyance of ereone and r ope r ty , 

,, to extend f rom eome polnt near t he head of t anzas Ri ve r ,in St . 
Johne Coun t y , sout hward to the head o f the Hal i fax Ri ver" - a die tan~ 
of about 12 ml 1e e .ln 1882 the projec t wae enl a r ed to extend t he 
oanal a l l the way to Biecayn Bay in Dade County .The canal was to 
permit pa eeage of ve ssel s dr awing three feet of wat r or l ess . 

I n 1885 t he Legi s la t ure made a gran l and t o t ne canal 
"\ 	 company to ~lake up defi cienci ee long XXl!: i ts " t pr e!!lIn t and pro ­

posed extended line ' and in 1889 con f i rmed t h e gran t of l and to 
the companY, a t t he p t e~ of }840 acre!! per ml1e f or t he enUr\! 
distance of 32 mi l es , St Au ue tlne to Biscayne Bay. Th canal wa e 
to be 50 feet wl de and 5 f ee t deep , a t mean low water. 

The Truetee e of the Inte rnal I mprovement Fund of The 
;S1.a1.e of Florlda had, m antlmll been desi gnated as custodianX ofall 

Ii / the Swamp Lantis of e s1.a te. -rhus i t came about tha t The Trus tee s 
in 1890 iseued XIIXlXXXX t he firs t deed t o land~ 1n Wil t on Manors 

(and other lands ' .The to t al was something over one mi llion acres. 
At this our inveetl a1.or loet h i mse l f l n s ecul a t i on on the 

,questlon whether thie canal proJeo t had any influence in the de­
/ cisloa of For1. L~uderdale's pionee r, Fr ank Stranahan t o settle on 

the bank of w River in I ~65. 
The canal a pa ren t l y dfd not pl ay an import~nt pa r t ln 

transportation until year,j later when 1 t had be come The Inl~nd 
Wa.terway. It mioh t have been some improve !~ent over the route 0 1' 
-The Barefoot Ma ilman- who walked t he bea ch r egulcrly ? ) f rom 
Palm Beaoh to Mlami with mail and ! ao kages, -The Commodores Story" 
by Munroe hae this to eay abou1. i t . " Previous to ' '',p6 eailing by 
1.he ocean or walklng t he bea ch eeemed a bout t he enly way until 
Jus~ before the railroad came a County Road was opened by which 
the trip from Lake Wo r th to Mi aml could be made 1n two daye, 

sto p1no overni~t a1. St r anahan ' e Camp a t New Ri ver. Few travelled 
th1. very rough road,however,and be fore 11. wa e lmproved the rail ­
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road came t hrou to Mi ami i n 1696) , and pioneer day !! we r e done" 
But one iDUllt r emember tha t Munroe was a lIai lor at hea rt a.nd never 

, 	did think much of travel by l and if t he r e wa ll an a l terna tive wa t e r 
route . The County Road he epeake of thue di e araeine l y wa e a rock 
road before th~ r a ilroad came . I t became the Dixie HiehwaY, and 
later,on completion of the Federa l Hi 5hway, t he Old Dixie. 

It eeeme I5 tranee tha t enquirie e a bout old timee devel­
oped eo l it t le commen t a bout the coming of the railroad about 
1895 . Tha t mu e t have produced qui t e a commot ion, a t l eaet among the 
Indiane. A railway et a t ion wae located a t t he preBent Amhanna road 
It was cal led Col,hatchee. Thie etation wae late r moved to Oak- _ J 

-~ land Park whe r e i t l a t e r ,burned down. Col;ha tchae i e an Indian ~ 
place -name of local orig. n,current be f ore the r a ilroad came. It 
ie eaid t hat William C.Collier wa e the first white settle r in this 
north-eaet eection not long af t er Stranahan ee ttled on New River. 
He had a r i ch li t tle a r ea along the Bouth s ide of the North Fork 
of Mi ddle River eaet of the pre een t rai lroad . He had an or ange grow 
and the Indian e deve loped qui t e a fondne ee for hie oraneee. They 
called him Colo and hatchee mean t river, hence t he l ocation wa e 
Colphatchee -Collier a t t he r iver . 

Our inf ormant knew Collier very we ll and deecribed him a e 
a we ll educated man , eome yeare older than St ranahan.Collier had 
perforce t o trade wi t t he la t te r and they became fa't friends. 
Both Stranahan and Fran k Ol iver war a owner!! of land here in Wilton 
Manors.ln f a ct,In 19 1 Oliver , Mo ody and Weaver platted the l and 
lying be tween the r a ilroad and Old Dixie , lIou t h of Mahanna Road and 

Jj 	 K called i t Col~hatchee . Thill wa e t aken in recently when the Wilton 
Manore Village waa i ncor pora t ed . The name ill e till r e served i n 
The Col~hatchee WomenB Club of Oakl and Park and in t he Co ~ohatche e ~ 
Nurs ery of Mr . Cutler.There wall ano t her o l d ee t t l e r in the neiehbO~7 
hood by t he name of Hatch and Mr ll. Crim a s cribe e the origin of the 
name to the ,ombi na t i on of th~ two namee but for my ta ll t e g ive me 
the Indian eource. Besides the / lere a lot more Indi ane t han whitee 
in tho ee days who needed a de~ignatio. for t he pl ace where they . / 
could get wonde rful frui t . ~ 

Enquiring for the oldGet hou~e now standing in the villag e . 
we we re direoted ~o the one e ~anding at t he corner of Old Dixie 
and anna Road ,now own d by C. H.Hutchinson.Here, we were told, 
a man named Johneon f a rmed and kep t a dairy for many yea rs eo we 
poeted of f in eearch of him. Found him \e.ding bridge on N w Ri ve r 
Now become "Ultc l e Billy" ,he appear d tall ,wea t h red but well pre ­
eerved and ami a ble. Sa id he came he re in ' 9~8 from Fort Orange. 
He worked for the railroad there.lt was known ae The Jackeonvil l e , 
St.Augua t i ne,Halifax and Indian Ri v r R. R. He wae a te1egrapher and 
a fter comi ng here &ad loca ting h is farm he wae off and on~employ 
by the r a ilroad.It eeeme t el gr apkere were s ti i l sca rce i. these 
parte i thoee daye. 

He built hie houee , a commodioue two-etory etructure around 
'91 2-1 j wi t h t he a id of h ie un cI who was a car enter. Floors ·re 
} inch Dade pine.The roof is a sphalt s late lIurf a oed and over tha t 
galvani zed corruga t ed iron. The houee has withs tood maay~s torm but 
etande unal t e r d today wi th th ori gi na l r oo f . ' r.Hutchinson says 
it never has lea ked . We are i nclined t o believe that uncl e Bi l ly ' e 
unc le wae r eally a carpenter. In earl y daye the comparatively high 
land between t he f orks of tha Mi ddle Ri ver wa s covered with a 
fine II t and of i na .Po r t able lIawmi lle lOS6ed off the l a r geet tree s . 
Pr811en t pines r an 8 up t o ? f e.et i n d i ameter and when one of our 
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nelghbore r emoved a laroe one to make r oom f or hie houee we ob­
ta1ned a 6 1nch e80t10n of th8 trunk for a b1rd-feeding pl a t ­
form and counting t he r1nge found 1t to have been a bout 225 yeare 
old 

~Ei~~~--' 	 part of hie farm from Oliver and sold out- Uncle B1lly boubh t 
to E.J.W11l1noham in 1924,and there begins t he atory of ~11ton 
Mu ore proper. 

Th~ name e W1l ton Manorll and 11l1ngham have been lI ynol;omo1Jle
for 110 many ye a rs that we though t a 11 ttl e i.for~tion a bout 

__ ~1111n - a m would be 1ntere etlng 00 prellsnt r e llldente. He came here 
from , a erual l town near con, Ga . a bout 19?i.Re s l d8d f l ret 

f.ll"?n 	 at: Pompano e re he boU3h t and developed a plot -of land JUf'lt lI outh 
of Hi llsborouoh In l e t includ1ng tha t on which wall built by Jelke_ 
The Wahoo Inn -now oc cupi ed by Dr Ca r laon ' e S}U( School for SpRetics. 

W1llingham next a~pears aa the deve loper of Lau erdale Beach 
1n 192}.Hav1ng that well unde r way he a cqu i red the oround and plat­
ted Wil ton Manors , un it No. i in 1;f25 .Hi ll Judgmen t in the :lelaction \I 

of hie roper ty 11' e wel l con f i rmed i n 1947 since none of these 
locationa suffered from f l ood wa t ers. 

It may be mere COincidence but it is a fai r inference that 
W1l1ingham,owner of l ands on both Bi des of the Wat~rway,had some 
i nfluence i n the cons truction of Ocean Bouleva rd to the beach and 
installat i on of a bri dge a t the waterway . We a re in~'ormed by County 
Engineer Davis, who 111 an authority about such improvements ~. 
1_12 tha t t he preeent br 1dge waa placed in poeit10n in 1926 .It wae 
moved up from Las Ol&s Boulevard,hav1ng been erected there 1n 19 17. 

• The pla t of Un1t No, J showed but did not i nc lude the l and 
ly1ng along the nor th Bide of t he Sou th Fork although 1t a p JII. rent­
was own~d by KI•• • 1 l11n~.am . He r esided i n t he r e s en t Richardson 
houae,ha v1ng r emod8 led a sma l ler one on t he site into the ~re eent 
com, oa ioue ree idence .I~ i n ter es ting t o s peculate on t he dense 
clump of beaut i f'll ' royal :"~ lma in ful l matur i t y nOw s t and1ng be­

'. 	 tween t he houee and the river . Who planted them? And why wer e they 

left to mature i n t he nurs er y i n etead of be i ng ee t out to gr a ce 

Wilton Dr1v8 ? Probably they ar e or phane of the s t.orm of it..~ 


Wl1~Dn Manors waa an ambit10us project f or a h~Sh grade 
eubdivieion. Wi lton Drive , l~ feet wi d8. wae impr oved wit~ paving, 
e1dewal ke and l i~lt st.ndarae to b. t e axie of the res1dential 
diatric~. Empha e ie waa placed upon the north -eaet corner a t the ~ 

I 	 inter eec t ion of the Dr1 ve W1Ul Old Dixle .BlockK 61,XXI adjacent _ 
• f • 

oI: t ­ was re eerved f or bus1a el l! t u b. 1.proved to the F. I!; . C.!\R , •. ­
, I 
• with t1fO story Dulld1ftgaonly . S1dewal k on Old xre fO ft wide , ' 

, ~ 'l-ne e trance to the reaidence district wall made i mpresa­
, i ve w1th the t wo crenul~t.d towe r~ L 


I .But they we r not just falae 
fro_ t il of stuoco on .l.athas wer8 so many s1111lar struct.ur ea whi ch 
decayed d fell apart in succeed1J\g years becOile ,aa many auch 
d1d ,ghastly remlndere of d1aapp0 1 ted hopes d l oe t i.vest menta. 
Theae towers were Dui lt for k 9 t "l and atl11 et d today aa wel l 
as when _rected, w1thout crack or aettlement.They had co cr te 
f oundat1ona and belt courS8S .t each story with ateel r e i .foree ­
men t ae tho bu11t under t odaye buildin~ code . They we re, and a till 
are ,beautifu1 with d corat1ve insets of ooqui a r ock , and,a f ter 
the faeh10n of the famoue ARCKltECT r eh1tect, Add1eon 11zner , 

'/1f8re g1v a s plallh of colora f or exter10r aurfa~e r eller . 
Betwe8 t.h8 tOWIt!"1! a ".hl e wae ll wung t o di spl ay a elcome to 
'1lton Manors banne r . The Bout h tower had stairways to the u per 
floors d we a r e t old t hat .,ros 1,ec t i ve lJurchaaers were t a ken to 
the roof and ehown the world a t their f eet . Th1s t ower and the 
block on which 1 t s t ands were acqu1red lIome years ago by.erle
D. MAce.After 00. l etion of his own handsome reaidencethe tower 
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W,'h a~~tf10n~ was con~~tedinto an unique and convenien t re s ­
idence whl l s t ill p~Feserv1ng tn. origin~ldes lgh. ­

It .. is said t llli name Wilton was s elee t ed t o perpetuate a 
branGh of t e \7tlll11gham lUlcestry 1n En6land or which he WilS very 
.. roud.lnorder 1.0 be it credit to that na.Je The Manors was re­
stricted to Caucasiw.na and the i r..proveme ll ta were to be of non­
cOllu"u.tlble ,lIaterial.l'Ie8idence a vI< "l,l.1.v11 vI-ive WIH'.) t.o COlllO 

no1. lesa than ' ~, 500 ,on Dixi e Hijrrway 1700 ~ and all o t hers in 
propo rtion. Indian name s were o1ven t o all streets except present 
26th St. which was ca l l ed Prospect Road.The re s tri :; tlons wwre to 
:nm f.. r 2v years or un'-1l l!i46. L,.,ts weN! sold at hieh prices, 
Wilton Drive lots near the t J wers sold for 7 000 ,on I r oqu ois, 
now 2}rd St. f o r / }O"O . ­

The f1rst new homp. ~r~~~Ain the n ew s ub-diviSion was 
erect~d b,)' ....i.l.a ~_.D at or n .. ilr Chvct.." ...UQ Lnrio1O'lo1,nJw oV!Iled 
and occupied by Mr Sandler.;S;.J,W1.1l1nt9\am Jr. ere cted t he house 
nearest to the towers and 1t was the real estate office o f the 
proJect. Abou t li 8 r es i dences were e rec ted.4 nel.'o .m .i:1,oCl";.i.a, 
alb all but one oe i n of X ada"ted Medl t ter:'B.! i an de In. " 

;.!d. tters werA ~r~Jr "'.ld 81 tl ,J :l '1. t ..l!Jl l j ('OW1.1"Cl f· :lfl ':" .llc <:. J;~ 
Wlliingham s plans to make Wilton Manors a cred1t to the family 
name,a place o f diB~lMctlon a8 a e~le~t local1tJ and t~ augm.n~ 
his con eld~rabl. cap1~al.Th8n, 8uddenly came dlaaster! The Hur­
r icane of ,1 926 . Al l acti vi ty ceased , here un bd everywh cr 
i n Fl orida . Th t \'lnd . 1,-" aVA" 11.:1 ,,~fll IJ and hOl,eL .11 c; u il t... 
it i ~~ id , !'''u,. #3 million or" Mr.Wl111nghr.-t 1 e hlv8slol1lent. But 
misfortunes seldom cam~ ~aing~J. He returned to Byroa where hie 
·lfe ~td 1~ January 19ia and he followed her two months later. 

!ne Wlll1ngh~m x.e Estate carried OR ._r near!J years, 
admi!'lletered by the son. Seldo m nas extended lnquiry been IIlade 
amon~ sO!IIIWy people abollt a man enga -ed as 171 llingham -as wi th­
out. some un'tind crit1cislu but your I nvest1csa tor encountere d 
now.lng UUt pra18e for t.ne FOuno.l;II' of Wilton Manors.VMr.Hiaasen 
characterized him as "One o f God s noblemen". / 

WILTON MANORS 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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