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Presentation Notes
On the night of September 17, 1926 a hurricane struck the southeast coast.  Winds of up to 140 miles per hour hit Miami and South and Central  Broward.  In Broward County alone the death toll reached at least 50, the entire state the number was nearly 400.  Approximately fifteen died in Fort Lauderdale, 25 in Hollywood and nine in Dania
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Arrow indicates where the beach road, now known as A1A,  was before the stormMeeks collection
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A “Sand Finished” automobileCox-12
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The Las Olas Inn was on the beach and  suffered greatly.  The 30 year old grove of coconut palm trees at the  Las Olas Inn, which made the historic Inn one of the most picturesque spots in Broward County, was blown down and uprooted.  Australian pines in the back of the Inn were also destroyed.  Waves swept through the lower part of the Inn building destroying practically everything on that floor  A four-inch deposit of sand was left on the upper floor.  Small fish were swept through the lobby and out the rear.Checkered Sunshine  p. 131Floyd Pyles Collection
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This man stood by his wrecked boat which was grounded by the hurricane.
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The 1926 hurricane effected all the residents of Broward County. The African-American and Seminole communities were especially hard hit.
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South Brickell  VictoriaCox-10
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H. A. Hoxie’s Home on beach, Mr. Hoxie was a “Copeland” DealerMrs. Clyde Brown pix on bottom
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View of New River and flooding looking south from North New River Drive and Andrews Ave.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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Charles Link Home at 402 South River Drive , the present site of today’s Courthouse parking garageBarwick-39
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Las Olas Boulevard looking west towards the Sweet Building and Broward HotelSam and Art Graham Collection
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Wall Street looking west, Wall Street is now Sterling Ave
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The Obispo Apartments, located at 200 S. E. 16th Street, Fort Lauderdale was owned by Hugh Lester’s father.  Mr. Lester had property insurance and the apartments were re-built after the storm.  It is now the site of Broward Health.
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Boats driven ashore on north bank of New River at Andrews Avenue.  Note wrecked sign on Maxwell Arcade Building in background.
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The Dresden Apartments on River Drive on the south side of the river.  Mayor William H. Marshall’s home can be seen in the background of the top image.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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The Boat Yards on New River were terribly damaged by the storm.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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An over-turned boat rests in the New RiverBarwick-35
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Debris blown around houses by the storm
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This image was taken from the top of the 1st National Bank building and shows Andrews Avenue looking north. 
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Back of Maryland Hotel.  The hotel faced Andrews Ave.  This view is looking NE.
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Andrews Avenue looking south at the Sweet Building.  Note mattresses drying out on the left second floor porch of the Maryland Hotel.
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North Andrews Ave.Barwick-20
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Andrews Avenue looking south from bridge.  The Maxwell Arcade is on the left and a boat is in the street.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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This is an image shows the Fort Lauderdale City Hall and Chamber of Commerce building, the water tower and the Dodge garage.  The view is looking west toward the buildings on Andrews Avenue.
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Automobiles dangle from the second floor of Hunter’s Garage at 49 South Andrews.  It was owned by Daniel Hunter.
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100 SE 1st Ave, J. H. Dennis’s 2-story auto “hotel” or storage garage on the corner of Brickell Ave. and Broward Blvd.Floyd Pyles Collection�
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Fort Lauderdale City Hall at 301 North Andrews Avenue, now the site of Broward County Government CenterBryan Family Collection #55�
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This is the Maxwell Arcade and what is left of the $80,000.00 electric sign.  The sign was the biggest electrical sign on Florida’s East Coast.  This view is looking south from the Andrews Avenue Bridge.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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The Fort Lauderdale Daily News was located in the Sherman Building at 3rd and Pratt.   The 1926 hurricane made headlines across the country, and some northern United States newspapers reported that it had blown South Florida off the map.  Fort Lauderdale’s Daily News, although more realistic, was itself a testimonial of the storm’s destructive powers.  Damage to the presses put the Daily News out of commission for two days.  The first post-hurricane edition, printed in Lake Worth on September 20, was a miniature 8 ½ x 11 inch four page issue.McIver FL&BC p. 92
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This is the north-east view of the Methodist Episcopal Church South in Fort Lauderdale on South Andrews and SE 6th St.  People went there for shelter and some were killed during the storm.Marshall-Anglin Collection
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This was a pool room on Andrews Ave.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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Damaged Building, note the tipped over claw-foot bath tub on the rightBarwick-15
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Many people had dry out their few belongings
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Read Apartments, owned by Philip A. ReadBarwick-41
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Philip A. Read’s small house and the remains of his new garage on SE 3rd Ave.Barwick-43
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Tired of driving to temples in Miami and Palm Beach, a group of Jewish citizens decided the time was right to establish a place of worship for themselves in Fort Lauderdale.  For the first time in history they met to conduct Jewish services in a place of their own, a second floor room over a Las Olas Boulevard Chop Suey  restaurant.  A few hours later the hurricane hit and blew away a good portion of the building.  Note the sign above the Chop Suey sign “Houses moved and straightened”
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The Garden Court theater, Las Olas and 3, opened in August of 1926, Hurricane damage caused it to close a little more than a month later, By the end of October they were up and running again.Meeks Collection
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This image shows an automobile crushed under an apartment buildingCox-9
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The Bryan Arcade on Andrews Avenue looking east from inside the arcade toward Andrews Avenue
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Progresso was flooded, this image shows North Andrews Avenue at about what is now known as Sunrise Blvd.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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A Lauderdale alley looking southBarwick-42
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The front of building torn off by the storm
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The A&P store on Las OlasMrs. Clyde Brown collection, Marshall-Anglin Collection
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The interior and exterior of the  Broward County Grocery Store, later Warren’s Laundry, located at 145 Brickell Ave.Marshall-Anglin Collection
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The West Side Grocery store on the corner of NW 4th and Broward Boulevard  at 301 NW 4th was owned by Mr. Parker, G. H. Morris was the manager.
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Clark’s Rooming House and Dining Room was the old Clark home where the mother of Sheriff Walter Clark lived at 2nd Street and 2nd AvenueMrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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The unfinished Governor’s Club hotel – then called the Wil Mar Building - is in the background of this image.Mrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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The Towers Apartments, located on the Himmarshee Canal at about S.E. 8th Avenue, still stands today
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A Lauderdale house blown off its foundationMrs. Clyde Brown Collection
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Probably the James H. Crabtree House on the corner of present South East 2nd Avenue and 8th Street.  The little girls are Esther and Harriet Crabtree, Helen’s best friends.
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This shows the remains of the Everglades Lumber Co. located at SW River Drive.Cox Collection
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The mansion of boom-time developer E. J. “Ned” Willingham on Dixie Highway in Wilton Manors (then known as Colohatchee) was badly damaged, Wilton Manors, high and dry as pinelands usually are, weathered the physical damage better than most effected areas. The Island City, McIver p. 18-19
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This was the view from inside an automobile going to Hollywood Hills.Cox collection16
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This is what Hollywood Hills looked like after the storm.Cox-13
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The Methodist Episcopal Church located at U.S. 1 &  Van Buren in Hollywood.  The picture on the left was taken in 1925.  After the storm the congregation rebuilt incorporating the damaged structure into the new church.Graham collection
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The Hollywood Beach Hotel before and after the storm.  Note the seaweed and built up sand dune
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Devastation on Dixie Highway in  Hollywood.  Note the writing on the tent “1st Reconstructed home in Hollywood”  “In this wreckage lies the Garfield theater, 3 restaurants, a grocery store, dry goods store, big furniture store and several offices.
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The Tangerine Tearoom in its heyday and the remains of the Tangerine Tea Room on the beach in Hollywood after the storm
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The pontoon Bridge in Hollywood was blown from its moorings Cox-15
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Florida East Coast Railway station in Hollywood sustained significant damage 
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A scene along Dixie Highway in Hollywood.photo by HigbyJoe Knetsch
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According to the Fort Lauderdale Daily News Dania school and auditorium was virtually completely destroyed by the storm.  The new building was re-built on the old foundations.
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What was left of the Dania Ice Plant after the storm
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Lamar Filling Station in DaniaFloyd Pyles Collection
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The devastation of the Hallandale GarageBCHC
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Not much left of this house except the ice box!
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The Red Cross set up tents in Oakland Park and other locations after the hurricane for those displaced from their homes.
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The day the storm had passed Fort Lauderdale Mayor John Tidball declared martial law.   The long hard task of cleaning up the debris began after the storm had passed.  Prisoners were assembled for clean-up duty.  Here, as a police officer looks on, the prisoners in their striped uniforms clear the debris from the hurricane at the Fort Lauderdale Ford dealer on North Brickell Ave.  
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Following the declaration of martial law by Mayor Tidball, all available food was commandeered, and taken to the Masonic Temple where it was dispensed to those in need, on requisitions issued at city hall.  Prepared food, coffee and milk for children were also distributed.(p.127) Citizens were asked to report uncared for, injured and dead at the Masonic Temple.Checkered Sunshine, p. 129
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Neighbors helped out each other in Oakland Park after storm.  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Fort Lauderdale News of Sep. 22, 1926 reported, ...Governor Martin, feelingly expressed his sorrow for the deaths and disaster which came in the wake of the hurricane and particularly with Broward county which he declared proportionately had undergone more and was in a worse plight than Dade County and Miami... It seemed to be the consensus of the meeting that there were at least 2,000 persons in Fort Lauderdale and probably 8,000 in the county who were penniless and homeless and in need of every type of assistance. After the storm many people sold what they could and left Florida for good.  These people on Dixie Highway in Lemon city were selling loafs of bead.  One thing was for certain – the boom was over.  Zada Hunter Collection
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